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C        VID-19
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Dr. Vickie Beard of-
fi cially became the Giles 
County Director of 
Schools last week when 
her contract was unani-
mously approved by the 
Board of Education.

The contract has a 
four-year term that 
would expire May 31, 
2024, if it is not re-
newed before that time. 
The contract can be 
renewed, but cannot be 
extended beyond a total 
of four years.

“I am humbled and 
honored to be chosen 
to serve our community 
in this capacity,” Beard 
said after the meeting. “I 
look forward to this op-
portunity and am excited 
to be able to continue 
with the projects we’ve 
begun.”

Under the contract, 
Beard wi l l  be  pa id 
$119,000 per year and 

her performance and 
salary is to be evaluated 
each year.

The contract generally 
spells out the relation-
ship between the board 
and the director, stat-
ing: “The board, col-
lectively, or individually, 
shall promptly refer to 
the director for study 
and recommendations 
all criticisms, complaints 

and suggestions called 
to their attention rela-
tive to the director of 
the school district. The 
director shall share with 
the board, wherever and 
whenever possible and 
as appropriate, criti-
cisms, complaints and 
suggestions concerning 
the school district that 
come to the attention of 
the director.”

According to the con-
tract, the director of 
schools must maintain 
primary residence in 
Giles County.

The board’s approval 
of Beard’s contract came 
at its May 7 board meet-
ing. In a work session 
the week before, Beard 
provided the board with 
her evaluation of where 
the school district is, 
where she would like to 
see it go and how she 
wants it to get there.

Beard started her pre-
sentation with a quote 
from former University 
of Tennessee Women’s 
Basketball coach the late 
Pat Summitt: “Respon-
sibility equals account-
ability equals owner-
ship.”

A sense of ownership 
and trust will be the 
glue that holds the Giles 
County School District 
together, Beard said.

As Tennessee con-
tinues to mitigate the 
spread of COVID-19, 
the state’s Economic 
Recovery Group an-
nounced it will lift ca-
pacity restrictions on 
restaurants and retail 
effective on or after 
May 22.

ERG will instead 
focus on social dis-
tancing best practices 
and issue guidelines 
to facilitate the safe 
reopening of larger, 
non-contact attrac-
tions on or after May 
22. New Tennessee 
Pledge guidel ines 
were to be released 
this week. Six counties 
— Shelby, Madison, 
Davidson, Hamilton, 
Knox and Sullivan — 
may continue to follow 
individual, county-
specific reopening 
plans created in con-
sultation with State 
and local health de-
partments.

“ T e n n e s s e a n s 
have worked incred-
ibly hard to do their 
part and help slow 
the spread of COV-

ID-19 so that our state 
can begin to reopen. 
Thanks to their con-
tinued efforts, we’re 
able to allow restau-
rants and retail busi-
nesses to operate at 
greater capacity and 
large attractions to 
open in a safe and 
thoughtful way,” said 
Gov. Bill Lee. “Our 
state continues to see 
downward trends in 
case growth and meets 
the White House cri-
teria for a phased re-

Holiday Deadlines
The PULASKI CITIZEN will 

alter printing schedules next week 
to allow for the observance of 
Memorial Day.

Deadlines for this schedule are:
� All display and legal advertise-

ments for the May 27 CITIZEN 
are due by noon Thursday, May 21.

� All straight classifi eds are due 
by 9 a.m. Friday, May 22 .
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The 2020 calendar 
year began in a way that 
no one could have pre-
dicted with the COV-
ID-19 pandemic leading 
many businesses to close 
their doors and Giles 
County residents to lose 
their primary sources of 
income.

With those factors in 
mind, the Pulaski Elec-
tric System Board of 
Directors met Thursday, 
May 7, to review a pre-
liminary budget proposal 
for the 2020-21 fiscal 
year.

CEO Richard Kelley 
opened the meeting by 
noting that PES had 
implemented a tempo-
rary suspension of non-
pay disconnections of 
service in April and May. 

However, he added that 
payments had begun to 
improve over the past 
week, but the number 
of delinquent accounts 
is still signifi cant. These 
will continue to be moni-
tored closely.

Due to the current 
economic uncertainty, 
the fi scal year 2020-21 
budget will be much like 
the previous year. The 
budget message stated, 
“All decisions will be 
made while considering: 
Public and Employee 
Safety, Electric and En-
ergize Reliability and 
Financial Impact to our 
Customers.” No electric 
rate increase is currently 
included in the budget.

A fi ber expansion plan 
is currently being con-
sidered based on a sur-
vey report conducted by 
Finley Engineering. The 

plan would seek to build 
Energize fi ber through-
out the rest of the com-
pany’s electric footprint. 
There is still much work 
to be done in regards to 
the economic feasibility 
of this project. 

This year’s budget was 
made under the assump-
tion of PES operating 
with a full staff of 64 
full-time employees. The 
company currently has 
59 employees, but due 
to the COVID-19 pan-
demic, PES is not in a 
hurry to fi ll open posi-
tions. The budget also 
includes a placeholder 
to provide employees a 
cost-of-living adjustment 
effective Jan. 1, 2021. 

“The final decision 
on any cost-of-living 
percentage will not be 
decided until December 
2020,” Kelley said, add-

ing that PES’s pension 
contribution is planned 
to be the same as the 
previous fiscal year at 
$840,000. 

PES is currently work-
ing to refi nance its 2014 
Bond, but for the FY21 
budget the principal and 
interest were included as 
it currently stands. The 
refi nancing of that bond 
will have minimal impact 
on this budget but should 
lower interest payments 
over the next decade.

The budget analysis 
includes a likely scenario 
with the fi rst quarter (July 
through September) see-
ing electric revenue at re-
duced usage as a result of 
the economic slowdown, 
but broadband revenue 
is not expected to see a 
signifi cant change. The 

BY-THE-NUMBERS
Giles County
Positives — 12
Negatives — 812
Recovered — 8

Tennessee
Positives — 18,011
Negatives — 319,417
Fatalities — 301
Recovered — 9,886

According to TN.gov/
health as of 2 p.m. 
May 18.
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The City of Pulaski’s bud-
get for the upcoming fi scal 
year passed last week with no 
tax increase.

The Board of Mayor and Al-
dermen approved the budget 

on second reading following 
a public hearing at its May 12 
meeting.

The budget projects $9.7 
million in revenues versus 
$10.1 million in estimated ex-
penditures. The balance is pro-
posed to come from the city’s 
fund balance, which would

be reduced to $6.9 million.
City Recorder Terry Har-

rison said the budget include 
$700,000 in street paving 
and the North First Street 
and West College Street side-
walk/beautifi cation projects.

Pulaski Government Passes 2020-21 Budget
Parade Permit Approved With Conditions

ERG to Lift Capacity 
Restrictions on 

Restaurants, Retail
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Power Board Reviews Planned Budget 
With Economic Slowdown in Mind

Beard, BOE Reach
Contract Agreement
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