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After over a month of search-
ing for its next head coach, Penn 
State finalized a deal to hire Matt 
Campbell from Iowa State to of-
ficially replace James Franklin, 
who was fired in October, accord-
ing to multiple reports.

The deal is reportedly for eight 
years, pending approval from 
Penn State’s Board of Trust-
ees, according to ESPN’s Pete 
Thamel. According to Matt For-
tuna, Penn State is committing 
$30 million in NIL money and $17 
million in staff pool for assistant 
coaches, support staff and other 
hirees. 

Campbell will take the job de-
spite not being the Nittany Li-
ons top target, as Vice President 
for Intercollegiate Athletics Pat 
Kraft had his eyes set on BYU’s 
Kalani Sitake earlier in last week, 
who opted to sign an extension 
and remain at his alma mater.

That decision left Penn State 
still without a head coach, with 
the search lasting for 53 days. 
The Nittany Lions finally have 
their guy, though, and he’s a re-
spected one throughout the col-
lege football industry.

Campbell has consistently 
been a hot name whenever a 
head-coaching position opens up, 
but he has decided to remain at 
Iowa State in the past, citing his 
commitment to building the Cy-
clones into a national-champion-
ship contending program.

It looks like he has budged, 
however, after 10 seasons at Iowa 
State. Throughout those years, 
Campbell became the winningest 
coach in the program’s history, 
as he surpassed Dan McCarney 

in 2024. He currently has 72 wins 
with the Cyclones.

Campbell has won Big 12 Coach 
of the Year three times, including 
back-to-back seasons in 2017 and 
2018. He’s taken an Iowa State 
program that’s been consistently 
poor to solid each year since he 
took the job, and led the Cyclones 
to a program-best 11 wins in 2024.

The Ohio native has the most 
bowl wins by any Iowa State coach 
with three postseason victories. 
Campbell has led the Cyclones 
to seven bowls, and they’ve only 
missed bowl eligibility twice in his 
10 seasons at the helm.

Campbell got his coaching start 
at Bowling Green, where he was 
a graduate assistant from 2003-
04, before he returned to his alma 
mater Mount Union to be its of-
fensive coordinator from 2005-06.

He then went back to the Fal-
cons to be an assistant coach 
from 2007-08. Campbell finally 
found some stability at Toledo, 
as he was hired as its run game 
coordinator before earning a pro-
motion to offensive coordinator.

From there, Campbell earned 
his first head-coaching gig when 
he was given the role with Rock-
ets in 2012. He served as Toledo’s 
head coach for five seasons be-
fore Iowa State hired him.

The Cyclones just signed the 
highest-ranked recruiting class 
in Campbell’s tenure on National 
Signing Day, showcasing his abil-
ity to recruit with a severe lack of 
resources in Ames.

Campbell has four wins over 
top-10 opponents in his career 
at Iowa State and owns 43.3% of 
all the Cyclones’ victories over 
ranked opponents. His most no-
table ranked win in the last few 
years was an upset of No. 7 Okla-

homa State in 2021.
He also has led Iowa State to 

two AP Poll Top 25 finishes in 10 
seasons. The Cyclones had just 
two of said finishes in the 118 
years before Campbell became 
head coach.

While Campbell has excelled in 
producing a competitive on-field 
product, his mark at Iowa State 
has been truly made with the cul-
ture he’s instilled. His motto has 
been “Trust the Process,” which 
he implemented during his first 
day on the job.

As a head coach, Campbell has 
an overall record of 107-70, with a 
72-55 record at Iowa State and a 
35-15 record at Toledo. He’ll look 
to bring that success at lesser 
programs to one with plenty of re-
sources for him to use.

Campbell will also hope to 
bring Penn State its first champi-
onship since 1986, and he’ll have 
a lot of work to do this offseason 
to get the Nittany Lions ready to 
compete after a National Signing 
Day class of just two players.

To email reporter: ajl7167@psu.edu
Follow her on X @lexilinderman
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A NEW ERA
Matt Campbell to replace Franklin

“Campbell 
will also hope 
to bring Penn 
State its first 
championship 
since 1986, and 
he’ll have a lot 
of work to do 
this offseason ”

By Will Horstman 
THE DAILY COLLEGIAN

Here are some of the best wins 
and worst losses Iowa State had 
during Matt Campbell’s time as 
head coach.

No. 10 Iowa State 34, No. 25 
Oregon 17 (Jan. 2, 2021, Fiesta 
Bowl)

After an 8-3 season in 2020, 
Iowa State went to the Fiesta 
Bowl against Oregon, and it 
picked up arguably the best post-
season win of the Campbell era.

The Cyclones were in a close 
battle with the Ducks throughout 
most of the first half, but quarter-
back Brock Purdy and running 
back Breece Hall both scored 
touchdowns within 17 seconds of 
each other right before halftime 
for a 28-14 lead.

Oregon didn’t have much of a 
response after that, only scoring 
a field goal as Campbell’s squad 
held on. Hall finished his day with 
136 yards and two touchdowns on 
34 carries.

No. 25 Iowa State 14, No. 4 
TCU 7 (Oct. 28, 2017)

Iowa State hosted undefeated 
TCU during the 2017 season, and 
it managed to pull off the upset.

Quarterback Kyle Kempt got 
the Cyclones on the board with 
a 17-yard pass to wide receiver 
Matthew Eaton and a 4-yard 
throw to wide receiver Hakeem 
Butler in the first half. Allen Laz-
ard chipped in with six catches 
for 106 yards as the offense did 
just enough for the victory.

Iowa State’s defense forced 
three turnovers out of the Horned 
Frogs, including two intercep-
tions on quarterback Kenny Hill. 
One of those came on TCU’s last 
possession of the game as line-
backer Marcel Spears Jr. capped 
off the win with just over a minute 
left.

Iowa State 38, No. 3 Oklaho-
ma 31 (Oct. 7, 2017)

Quarterback Baker Mayfield 
and Oklahoma went on a run to a 
College Football Playoff appear-
ance in 2017, but it didn’t come 
without a blemish on the team’s 
record.

Iowa State visited Norman, 
Oklahoma, early on in the confer-
ence schedule and handed the 
Sooners’ only loss of the regular 
season. The Cyclones fell behind 
early but managed to recover 

from a two-touchdown deficit.
Kempt found Lazard for a 25-

yard touchdown with 2:19 left in 
the fourth quarter. 

Texas Tech 23, No. 11 Iowa 
State 22 (Nov. 2, 2024)

Iowa State was off to a 7-0 
start last season, but its perfect 
record was spoiled by Texas 
Tech.

Running back Tahj Brooks 
powered in a 5-yard rushing 
touchdown with 20 seconds 
left in the game after the team 
marched 71 yards downfield on 
12 plays. The Cyclones got the 
ball back but weren’t able to re-
spond.

The two teams went back and 
forth all game, and Becht had a 
44-yard touchdown pass to wide 
receiver Carson Brown with just 
over two minutes remaining to 
take a lead before Texas Tech’s 
game-winning drive.

Ohio 10, Iowa State 7 (Sept. 
9, 2023)

Iowa State started the 2023 
season 1-1 before going on the 
road to face Ohio in Peden Sta-
dium.

Despite facing a MAC team 
in the Bobcats, the Cyclones 
weren’t able to generate much 
offense, tallying 271 total yards. 
Quarterback Rocco Becht 
tossed two interceptions, and 
the team’s only score came with 
a touchdown late in the fourth 
quarter.

Ohio quarterback Kurtis 
Rourke led a touchdown early 
in the third quarter, and while 
the Cyclones’ defense only let 
up 10 points, it wasn’t enough to 
secure a win.

No. 10 Oklahoma 27, No. 6 
Iowa State 21 (Dec. 19, 2020)

Oklahoma got off to a quick 
start in the 2020 Big 12 cham-
pionship game, and while Iowa 
State nearly completed a come-
back, it fell just short of earning 
its first Big 12 title in school his-
tory.

The Sooners scored 17 points 
before the Cyclones got on the 
board, and they had a 24-7 ad-
vantage at halftime. Iowa State 
came within one score of Okla-
homa’s lead in the fourth quar-
ter after a pair of second-half 
touchdowns.

However, Purdy threw his 
third interception of the game.

MC’s 3 best wins, 3 worst 
losses at Iowa State

By Avery Hill
THE DAILY COLLEGIAN

Three words — that’s all it 
took before quakes clouded 
Matt Campbell’s voice on 
Monday.

“Thank you. Um,” Camp-
bell said.

Campbell got choked up in 
front of a packed house that 
was forced to brave the chills 
of the Beaver Stadium me-
dia room. “I’m going to take 
a second, it’s been a whirl-
wind,” he continued.

At his introductory press 
conference as Penn State’s 
head football coach, Camp-
bell let the emotions fly early 
and often.

But it wasn’t all water-
works and sniffles for Camp-
bell during the hour-long ses-
sion. As much as he cried, 
he smiled, made eye contact 
and delivered a passionate 
message for everyone to see.

Within moments of the 
opening remarks from Penn 
State President Neeli Benda-
pudi, he chuckled alongside 
Vice President for Intercol-
legiate Athletics Pat Kraft 
as if they’d been lifelong 
best friends. Iowa State’s 
now-former leader appeared 
rather comfortable in his 
new uniform, which for Mon-
day was a navy-
blue suit topped 
off with a Penn 
State logo pin 

that rested on his lapel.
“Our scars are our super-

power, and if you’re humble 
enough to grow through suc-
cess and failure, then you con-
tinue to put yourself in position 
to be the best,” Campbell said. 
“It’s when we stop growing 
that failure starts to seep in.”

That was one of many re-
marks the known impassioned 
leader used to take control of 
the room and leave many likely 
wanting to run through a wall, 
but what many didn’t expect 
was for him to pull on the heart 
strings of the Happy Valley 
faithful.

He’s from Massillon, Ohio, 
and had never been to Penn 
State prior to getting the job 
and yet he managed to not 
just rattle off names like Todd 
Blackledge, Kerry Collins and 
Jack Ham, but also carve out 
a point in his speech for Terry 
Smith, the Nittany Lions’ in-
terim head coach after James 
Franklin’s firing that will re-
main on staff under Campbell.

To cap it all off, he led a “We 
Are” chant at the end of his 
opening speech that was met 
with applause by those allowed 
to do so within the room.

His willingness to mesh into 
an area unfamiliar to him, 

paired with a persona that al-
lowed him to appear more than 
confident, standing with one 
hand in his pocket as the other 
drove his key points — he made 
it seem like a hire worth feeling 
confident about by many.

In fact, Bendapudi said he 
mentioned character, culture, 
community and excellence 
upon first meeting, and she 
“immediately” knew he was fit 
for the job.

That led to a monumen-
tal day in Penn State history 
just a week removed from the 
height of uncertainty in the 
coaching search. Potential 
candidates had netted hun-
dreds of millions of dollars in 
extensions and BYU’s Kalani 
Sitake backed out of a deal that 
seemed all but done once the 
Crumbl Cookie CEO and the 
Cougar faithful had their say.

At that point, it seemed like 
Kraft, Bendapudi and compa-
ny would have nothing left to 
smile about.

But it all worked out. They 
made Campbell Penn State’s 
17th head football coach on 
Friday, and he did his best to 
back up their decision with im-
passioned opening remarks to 
kick off the tenure.

To email reporter: amh8304@psu.edu
Follow him on X @ @official_aveee

Campbell takes command in  
introductory presser

Photos by Matt Cropp
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Past Nittany Lions discuss 
their experiences in the suit

By Neel Ved
FOR THE COLLEGIAN

The Nittany Lion mascot is an 
iconic symbol of all things Penn 
State and its history dates back 
over 100 years to April 1904, when 
it was created.

The mascot first started with 
Harrison “Joe” Mason, a member 
of the Penn State baseball team 
who played third-base. At the 
time, the team was set to play a 
game against one of its toughest 
opponents, the Princeton Tigers, 
but Penn State didn’t have a mas-
cot yet. Mason came up with the 
idea in the moment in order to 
frighten the opposing team.

In 1921, Richard Hoffman was 
the first ever Penn State student 
to wear the Nittany Lion mascot. 
At its start, the costume came 
with a mane and the person was 
required to walk on all fours. 
Currently the Nittany Lion mas-
cot stands upright and wears a  
full-body fur suit with a long tail. 

Jack Davis was the mascot 
from 2015-17 and said Penn State 
in his “blood” as he’s a fourth 
generation Penn Stater. 

“As a freshman, I attended as 
many sporting events as I could, 
but never imagined I could don 
the suit,” Davis said.

Davis said the idea to become 
the Nittany Lion came when he 
was helping his roommate with a 
group project.

“In that moment, I realized the 
dream of being the Nittany Lion 
might be more realistic than I 
imagined,” Davis said.  

There are currently three parts 
to the audition process for the 
Nittany Lion mascot. The first is 
a written application. In this ap-
plication candidates are meant 

to showcase their passion, detail 
their skillsets and indicate what-
ever creative ideas they may 
have.

The second step, the in-person 
interview, is the most important 
part of the audition process ac-
cording to Zachary Sowa, the 
mascot from 2017-20. He said it’s 
a chance to show exactly who you 
are. 

“(It’s) the most important be-
cause the student selected for the 
role will be expected to represent 
the symbol of our best at all times 
— not just while wearing the cos-
tume,” Sowa said. “The candidate 
has an opportunity to show their 
own character.” 

The final step in the audition 
process includes a two min-
ute custom skit, 50 one-armed 
pushups and a one minute prop  
improv challenge. 

The most surprising part of the 
selection and training process of 
becoming the Nittany Lion mas-
cot is how much the full charac-
ter of the candidate is weighed, 
according to Sowa. 

“It’s not simply given to the 
most entertaining or athletic 
candidate. Instead, it is given to 
a single student the judges rec-
ognize is imperfect, but believe 
will passionately aspire to rep-
resent Penn State to the best of 
their ability ‘For the Glory of Old 
State,’” Sowa said. 

Candidates don’t get the oppor-
tunity to practice inside the suit, 
according to Davis. 

“You put it on for the first time 
during the in-person audition,” 
Davis said. “I wanted to do a 
backflip in my skit, but needed to 
prepare for the weight and lack 
of visibility. To do so, I would at-
tend club gymnastics practices in  

multiple coats and a blindfold. 
Thankfully, it paid off,” 

Davis said he grew very close 
with the other candidates for the 
job.

Michael McDermott, the mas-
cot from 2020-23 said he took 
advantage of the free resources 
here at Penn State. 

“It was always extremely dif-
ficult,” McDermott said. “Your 
schedule has to be ironclad 
and you need to be honest with 
yourself when it is becoming too 
much. I also tried to lean on the 
resources the University gives 
like tutoring and such. At the end 
of the day you are a student first, 
and that was the reason that I 
went to PSU.”

Though being the Nittany 
Lion was a large commitment, 
he said he learned a lot from the  
experience.

“The main thing being the mas-
cot changed for me was my over-
all level of discipline,” McDermott 
said. “Having a chaotic schedule 
but continuing to refine my pro-
cess for getting things done and 
not being delinquent was a strug-
gle. However, it taught me time 
and time again how important it 
was to live a regimented life that 
will make you successful.” 

Sowa said if he could relive  
anything, it’s THON.

“It was the first time I truly un-
derstood the impact that the lion 
could have on the community,” 
Sowa said. “THON is a magical 
experience, and I’ve often said 
I think the only people who may 
have a more magical experience 
than the lion at THON are the 
THON kids themselves.”

To email reporter: nbv5140@psu.edu.
Follow him on X @neelved_.
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The Nittany Lion puts its paw over its heart for the national anthem before the Penn State football game against 
Iowa in Kinnick Stadium on Saturday, Oct. 18, 2025 in Iowa City, Iowa.

State College Planning Commission hears 
presentations for new student housing project

By Jonathon Chiu
THE DAILY COLLEGIAN

Representatives from Grey-
star Development East, Herbert, 
Rowland & Grubic, Inc. and WDG 
Architecture spoke before the 
State College Planning Commis-
sion (SCPC) during a meeting 
last Wednesday to present the 
preliminary subdivision and fi-
nal land development plans for 
the construction of a 1505-bed  
student housing project.

The project, which will replace 
long-term parking facilities along 
Hastings Road and University 
Drive, will see the leasing of 16.8 
acres by Penn State to Greystar 
for the construction of four new 
student residence halls across 
the 2028 and 2029 academic years 
totalling 109,844 square feet, or 
slightly over one-fourth the size 
of the Bryce Jordan Center.

SCPC Vice Chair Zoe Boniface 
said she was concerned that the 
project did not have the sufficient 
provisions to prevent Penn State 
students, especially those acting 
“exuberantly,” from spilling over 
from designated gathering spac-
es and onto roadways as well as 
to repair the damage done during 
that time.

She said years ago when Jeff 
Kern, Chair person of the State 
College Borough Water authority, 
he spoke about how he lived in a 
quad on campus, and when there 
was a football game or other pop-
ular event, people would rush out 
the quad and interact for around 

15 minutes in the central space, 
then go back inside.

“He was contrasting this with 
the situation on Beaver Avenue, 
when people pour out of the build-
ings for that 15 minutes, it hap-
pens to be a state highway. The 
police step in and have to clear 
that highway, no choice, and then 
we had riots,” Boniface said.

Boniface said she was also 
concerned that the project would 
also cause an increase in jaywalk-
ing into downtown State College 
from University Park due to a 
lack of a barrier preventing such 
incidents where the project is to 
be developed. 

She also asked if there was any 
way to vary the color schemes.

“You have a very nice palette 
of colors between these build-
ings,” said Boniface. “I wonder if 
it would be a good design idea to 
slightly vary the pattern between 
the various buildings. It would 
make it feel a little less monolith-
ic. It could be subtle, but anything 
that humanizes the space, I think, 
is a good idea.”

Boniface also asked the rep-
resentatives about if there were 
steps being taken to replace the 
long-term parking that would 
be removed by the project upon  
its commencement and comple-
tion.

Daniel Nickerson, Greystar’s 
senior director, said the grade, 
or slope, of the gathering spac-
es would prevent large groups 
from successfully gathering 
together and that Greystar’s 

property management team had 
given feedback on the project 
and offered solutions to minimize  
repair costs.

“We recognize that there’s kind 
of a yin and yang of these 15 min-
utes that could prove not as great 
to these spots but you also want 
to provide areas for students that 
are enjoyable and for them to use 
the outdoors and really utilize 
this,” Nickerson said. “One of the 
things that we’ve worked with our 
team is where we’re using hard-
scape versus grasses because 
that would get destroyed pretty 
easily and then we’re also work-
ing through the site furnishings 
to ensure they’re bolted down.”

Nickerson also said there was 
a lot of consideration for direct-
ing foot traffic to the intersection 
of University Drive and Hast-
ings Road and that there would 
be new discussions among the 
project’s team members to find 
ways to discourage jaywalking. 
He also said Greystar was not re-
sponsible for accounting for the 
fate of the long-term parking but 
said Penn State would account 
for it in their annual parking and  
transportation plans.

State College Borough Man-
ager Tom Fountaine said Penn 
State had more parking than they 
are required to have and that 
any reductions from the proj-
ect would not cause them to fall  
under the required number.

To email reporter: jwc6496@psu.edu.
Follow him on X @JonChiu38880.

Faculty file for union election
By Emma Cherubini

FOR THE COLLEGIAN

The Penn State Faculty Alli-
ance (PSFA) announced the filing 
of thousands of union authoriza-
tion cards to the Pennsylvania 
Labor Relations Board, marking 
the next step toward the creation 
of a union for Penn State faculty.

The group has led the union ef-

fort for months, and announced 
it filed a petition for a union elec-
tion with the PLRB, during a 
press conference in Harrisburg 
on Tuesday.

PSFA is affiliated with SEIU 
Local 668, a Pennsylvania-based 
labor union for public and social 
service workers. They’re search-
ing for job security, improved sal-
ary and the ability to negotiate 

work conditions for faculty across 
all Penn State campuses.

The election will likely be held 
in 2026, and the organization is 
asking Penn State administration 
doesn’t “attempt to slow down 
this process or use costly, unnec-
essary tactics,” according to its 
website.

To email reporter: elc5656@psu.edu.
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When does a person finally 
figure out what they want to do 

with their 
life? When 
does that 
switch flip? 
When do peo-
ple have this 
“a-ha” 
moment when 
they deter-

mine that this is how they’re 
going to pave the path for their 
success and growth?

It’s all  
subjective, really. Stepping into 
a college with 45,000 students, 
an endless list of majors, minors 
and extracurriculars and the 
largest alumni network in the 
world, to be honest, I had no 
idea what I was doing.

All I knew was that I wanted 
to go to Pennsylvania State  
University. My pop’s alma 
mater. It was a dream of mine. 
Not only was there  
determination in me to go to the 
school of my dreams, but I also 
wanted to make him proud. To 
see me thriving in the same 
place he did back in 1990 (Sorry 
Dad. Not to make you feel old or 
anything.)

But when I got here, I had no 
idea what to do. I was in the 
Division of Undergraduate Stud-
ies, taking every general  
education class under the sun 
to see if there was something, 
anything, that lit that spark in 
me. Something that I had the 
drive to pursue and to create a 
career and a future out of. 

Time passed quickly. At first, 
I thought I wanted to do  
computer science. If you ask the 
people I know now, they’d laugh 
at you for even considering the 
idea, haha. Then I said, 
“Scratch that,” and pivoted. I 
don’t even think you could say I 
did a “180.” It was more like a 
“360” or whatever number on 
top of that you want to add.

I decided my sophomore year 
that I wanted to be an  
astrophysicist. I wanted to learn 
about the stars and if there 
really is life out there besides 

on our planet. Something that 
never went away, however, was 
my deep love for sports. Coming 
from a suburb about an hour 
outside of Philadelphia — New 
York sports fans do your worst 
— you can guess the passion I 
felt for my hometown sports 
teams. My greatest love was, 
and still is, the Phillies. 

While I was still searching for 
a major to call my own, I  
decided to take a gander into 
sports writing and fill the gaps 
in my day since I wasn’t 
involved in any other kinds of 
extracurricular activities.

I joined the Daily Collegian as 
a candidate in January 2023. My 
only thought was that it’d be 
cool to go to games for free, sit 
in the press box and write about 
my favorite thing in the world. If 
you haven’t guessed by now, 
that thing is baseball. 

I thought, “What the hell, I’ll 
try it out and see what happens. 
The worst case is I find it’s not 
for me and move on.” Well, how 
wrong was I?

It’s not often you meet some-
one and they immediately 
become a role model. I am lucky 
enough to say that I’ve had that 
experience quite a few times in 
my Collegian career, but it all 
trails back to my first  
experience having an editor. 
Well, in this case, it was editors. 

Sam Woloson and Joel Haas. I 
don’t think I could have asked 
for a better duo to look up to as 
I began my writing career. They 
made stern edits but always 
explained their reasoning. They 
made themselves available for 
questions and learning experi-
ences. They were always happy 
to help, and they’re two of the 
strongest leaders I’ve ever had 
the pleasure of working with. 

I remember mentioning to 
them my passion for baseball 
and my intense desire to be put 
as a candidate on the baseball 
beat. Lucky for me, I guess they 
saw that passion and put me on 
the Collegian’s baseball cover-
age, and I took my not-yet-found 
talents to Medlar Field at 

Lubrano Park. (Gotta be careful 
about adding that last part 
*cough* Andrew *cough*). 

It was in the press box behind 
home plate that I met some of 
the people who would shape my 
college career, most notably 
Lyle Alenstien and Adam  
Waxman. From you I learned 
how to style my writing, how to 
interview and how to present 
myself in a professional journal-
ism setting. For that, I thank 
you from the bottom of my 
heart. 

Following a largely mediocre 
baseball season I was left with a 
choice.

I was entering my junior year, 
and by Penn State rules, I need-
ed to declare my major by the 
end of May, or I needed to  
petition to stay in DUS for 
another semester. At that time, 
a strange thought entered my 
head. If you or your parents 
have ever heard of it, there’s 
this marvelous show called 
“The West Wing.” It’s a show 
that gives you an inside look at 
what the White House’s penulti-
mate people, the president, the 
chief of staff  and the communi-
cations director actually do. It’s 
my dad and I’s favorite show of 
all time. There’s an episode 
where President Jed Bartlett 
and his Chief of Staff, Leo 
McGarry, have an argument in 
the Oval Office about a memo 
produced by a former political 
opponent that highlighted every 
fault of the organization and 
was a roadmap on how to defeat 
them in an election. 

They argued back and forth 
about who was more at fault for 
holding the administration back. 
At the end, the president yield-
ed to McGarry and took fault for 
not being aggressive about his 
policies because he didn’t want 
to make too many political  
enemies. At the end of the 
scene, McGarry wrote a  
message for the president on a 
napkin. The message read, “Let  
Bartlet be Bartlet.”

I thought of that scene in my 
head when I decided what my 

major would finally be  
cemented as, but, Leo’s words 
rang in my head. “Let Zach be 
Zach.” I knew what I had to do 
then, and I decided to become a 
journalist. So I said, “Screw it, 
let’s do it.” Little did I know at 
the time, the fall 2023 semester 
would lead me to meeting some-
one who changed the course of 
my college career.

The 2023 Penn State men’s 
ice hockey beat. There were 
some shake-ups with the overall 
lineup of reporters, but the 
majority of the season consisted 
of three writers: myself, Lexie 
Linderman and Greg Finberg. 

 I was lucky enough to have 
them be placed on my beat and 
to watch them grow as writers 
and as journalists. I vividly 
remember using all of my extra 
meal plan money or lioncash to 
buy us donuts, hot chocolate, 
chicken baskets, you name it, I 
got it for us. 

I returned to baseball in the 
spring and was left with a deci-
sion over the summer. I’d just 
been told I wasn’t selected to be 
the summer sports editor, right 
after not being picked to be on 
the football beat. I was at a loss 
for what to do. That’s when I 
got one of the most important 
and most random phone calls of 
my entire life.

It was Greg. He called me to 
talk about a few things, mainly 
what we wanted to do at the 
Collegian in the new school 
year. My thought was that we 
were both going to try and write 
for men’s basketball. Instead, he 
popped the question.

“Zach, do you want to apply 
to be sports editor with me?”

Wow. After being denied so 
many times, did I really want to 
go through it all again? I 
admired Greg and he always 
impressed me with his  
vocabulary, writing style and 
dedication to being the first  
person to ask Guy Gadowsky 
the best question of the night. If 
he was asking me, there’s no 
way I could say no.

Turns out, his motivation was 

the only thing I needed. For the 
entire 2024-25 school year, I sat 
with Greg at the table every 
day, running a staff of up to 51 
reporters over 16 different 
sports. There were many Panda 
Express runs, multiple phone 
calls a day to discuss content 
ideas or complain about an arti-
cle we just read that needs 
drastic changes and trips to 
Irving’s every Sunday morning 
for a bagel before our budget 
meeting. That year meant the 
world to me and it changed my 
life. I’d never trade it for any-
thing else. 

Greg, even though I didn’t get 
to see you a lot during my last 
semester, I want you to know 
that your support and your part-
nership during our time as  
editors means the world to me.  
I’ll always respect you and hold 
that year close to my heart. 
Thank you for pushing me to 
apply for a role that changed 
the way I think about myself 
and what I can accomplish. 

There’s another line from The 
West Wing, said by President 
Bartlet. “We will do what is 
hard. We will achieve what is 
great.” There haven’t been 
many things in my life where I 
can say I did what was hard and 
I achieved what was great. 
From my experience working 
for The Daily Collegian, I can 
comfortably say that, together, 
we did what was hard, and we 
accomplished many things that 
were great. 

To Joey Kline, Chris Eutsler, AJ Piazza, 
Alex Osman, Amy Schaffer, Joe Tuman, 
Kaitlyn Murphy, Dan Perez, Liam Wich-
ser, Evan Smith, Dan Mader, Andrew 
Deal, George Keene and Kate Hildeb-
rand. To the many staffers I’ve had the 
pleasure to lead and to work with. 

To The Daily Collegian. Thank you. This 
organization will always be the best thing 
that’s ever happened to me. Thank you 
from the bottom of my heart.

Now, in the immortal words of Josiah 
Bartlet, “What’s next?”

I absolutely love movies.
Rom-coms, musicals, action 

blockbusters, 
sci-fi, drama, 
the occasion-
al horror or 
comedy — 
anyone close 
to me knows 
that one of 
my favorite 

places to be is in a movie the-
ater recliner with a small pop-
corn and half-cherry-half-blue-
raspberry Icee. 

I’m not entirely sure where or 
when this affinity began, but I 
do know why. Movies are a two-
hour long transportation to 
another world, or an alternate 
version of our world, where any-
thing’s possible. 

The more movies I watched, 
the more I started to think criti-
cally about the scripts, acting, 
cinematography and directorial 
choices, or as certain people 
describe it, the “sauce.” I knew 
this passion was something I’d 
like to pursue in college, but I 
wasn’t crazy enough to think I 
could major in it and make a 
movie of my own. But I could 
write about them. Or if not mov-
ies immediately, entertainment 
and lifestyle in general.

Enter — The Daily Collegian.
While it feels impossible to 

sum up my time on the Colle-
gian in one column, I feel the 
best way to do so is to break 
down my three and a half years 
on staff into the three acts of a 
film: the setup, the confronta-
tion and the resolution. Act 1, 
Act 2 and Act 3/3.5 (since I had 
to go and graduate early).

Act 1: The Setup
I first heard about the Colle-

gian from my high school news-
paper editor-in-chief and former 
Collegian staffer, Maggie Day. 
While I’ve told her this before, I 
have to put into writing that 
Maggie’s description of the Col-
legian combined with my 
accepted students day tour of 
the Willard Media Center is ulti-
mately what led me to choose 
Penn State. 

The first involvement fair 
table I approached freshman 
fall 2022 was the Collegian. I 
applied immediately, started 
candidate class and joined the 
lifestyle beat.

At the same time, I also found 
the CommRadio arts depart-
ment and three of my best 
friends — Jack Freiser, Izzy 
Charboneau and Sophia 
D’Ovidio. Through the Colle-
gian, I got hands-on experience 
covering musicals, concerts, 
SPA lectures and more. 
Through CommRadio, I 
reviewed new TV shows, mov-
ies, albums and yapped on-air 
about pop culture.

I found the best of both 
worlds in these organizations. 
But the difference was, I formed 
a friend group out of CommRa-
dio and sat at its designated 
table every day, but the Colle-
gian was something I kept 
strictly for journalism work 
experience.

Everything changed when 
summer editing applications 
opened up spring sophomore 
year, and my lifestyle editors 
encouraged me to apply.

Act 2: The Confrontation
In the summer, news and life-

style staff are combined and 
shared by two editors. I had 
zero news experience and was 

doubtful I’d get the job, but by 
an incredible twist of fate, I was 
partnered up with current edi-
tor-in-chief Mercedes Hamilton 
to summer edit.

With help from Mercedes and 
Ella Castronuovo, I learned 
some Daily Collegian editing 
staples that I’ve used every day 
since — how to fact check, 
delete the Oxford comma at all 
costs and navigate the hellscape 
that is BLOX. 

Becoming an editor opened 
up a whole new world for me. 
Junior year, I continued news 
editing during an extremely 
chaotic time on campus and the 
world.

Keeping up with classes, 
THON meetings, show choir 
rehearsals three times a week, 
editing and posting Collegian 
content, leading budget meet-
ings, finding story ideas every 
week and still trying to maintain 
a social life tested me in ways I 
hadn’t been in my first two 
years.

But through this, I also start-
ed sitting at the Collegian table. 
I started comparing experienc-
es with people who were going 
through the same thing, bond-
ing over how crazy being an edi-
tor can be. 

I got to know people like Joe 
Tuman, Sam Woloson, Amy 
Schafer, Teagan Mayr, Cearra 
O’Hern, Ritamarie Montagna, 
Meg Miller, Lyle Alenstein, AJ 
Piazza, Zach Karpf, Joey Klein, 
Dan Perez, Kippi Hall, Chris 
Eutsler and Alex Osman.

People who might’ve techni-
cally been my coworkers, but 
quickly became friends I could 
go on a Dunkin’ run with or 
maybe sit in the second row of 
the State Theatre with for a 

Halloween showing of “The 
Shining.” Friends, I could match 
to Disney characters based on 
their personalities, or mention 
in a giant quote list I made to 
remember the funny things said 
at the table.

I returned to lifestyle staff to 
edit spring junior year and fall 
senior year, and while I missed 
writing, I unlocked a new pas-
sion in reading reporters’ work 
and polishing it to be the best it 
could be. Being a leader and 
advocate for lifestyle staff deep-
ly fulfilled me, and was the most 
fun I’ve had at the Collegian.

The Collegian table became 
my campus home base and my 
favorite place at Penn State.

But now, it’s time to say good-
bye.

Act 3: The Resolution
“Part of the journey is the 

end. What am I even tripping 
for? Everything’s gonna work 
out exactly the way it’s sup-
posed to.” -Tony Stark, “Aveng-
ers: Endgame”

For three and a half years, 
the Collegian has been a central 
part of my identity. 

I’ve forgotten what an empty 
inbox or a cleared Apple calen-
dar looks like. I don’t remember 
the last time I made it a full day 
without being in the Willard 
Building. Saying goodbye to the 
experience I’ve had as a mem-
ber of the Collegian is the hard-
est ending so far.

Part of the journey is the end. 
While my ending is coming a bit 
earlier than usual, I’m lucky 
that I had such a fulfilling jour-
ney at Penn State and can confi-
dently move into the next chap-
ter of my life. 

Disney World.

Senior Column: Let Zach be Zach

Zach Karpf

Kaitlyn Murphy

Senior Column: The journey
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Tournament takeaways
By Andrew Mercer

THE DAILY COLLEGIAN

Penn State appeared in 
its 45th consecutive NCAA  

Tournament last  
weekend, advanc-
ing past South 
Florida, 3-1, in the 

first round on Friday before be-
ing swept by Texas on Saturday 
night. The Nittany Lions conclud-
ed their 2025 season with a 19-
13 record, unable to defend last 
year’s national championship.

Here are three takeaways from 
Penn State’s performance in the 
NCAA Tournament.

Martin remains star
It comes as no surprise that the 

superstar right-side hitter topped 
Penn State’s offensive leader-
board in both matches. On top of 
a successful regular season, re-
sulting in her being nominated as 
an AVCA National Player of the 
Year semifinalist for the second-
straight year, Martin provided the 
same high-octane hitting in the 
tournament that she brought to 
the Nittany Lions in late August.

Against South Florida on  
Friday night, when Penn State 
was hot, Martin was on fire. She 
ended the contest with 22 kills 
and four digs. On 44 swings, the 
Florida transfer only made seven 
errors, hitting .341. 

However, in the second set 
where the blue and white only 
scored 12 points, the Nittany 

Lions tried desperately to 
find creative solutions when the 
Bulls’ defense figured out Mar-
tin’s game. Back on the court for 
the third set, Martin once again 
found her footing, contributing 
six kills and an ace. Then, in the 

fourth set, she added another ace 
and six kills. 

While the Nittany Lions were 
outclassed by the Longhorns 
in the second round of the  
tournament on Saturday night, 
Martin was still the primary  
hitter for the Nittany Lions as 
usual. The 6-foot-6 right-side  
hitter tallied 16 kills on 40 swings, 
hitting .225, adding five digs, as 
well. 

Between Texas’s devastating 
runs on the scoreboard, Mar-
tin found pockets of success,  
attempting to spark comebacks 
that ultimately fell shy of Torrey 
Stafford’s superior performance. 

Setting wins games
It’s no secret that the depar-

ture of Penn State’s All-American 
setter, Izzy Starck, dealt a heavy 

blow to the Nittany Lions’ of-
fensive capabilities. In 2024, the 
connection between Starck and 
Jess Mruzik was crucial to the 
blue and white winning its eighth  
national championship in  
program history.

This season was supposed 
to be a similar year. With  
Martin transferring to fill Mru-
zik’s shoes, Starck was primed for 
another championship campaign.  
However, when she departed from 
the team due to mental health  
concerns, Saint Louis transfer 
Addie Lyon was thrust into the 
starting role. 

In the national tourna-
ment, Lyon’s connection with  
Martin was key to Penn State’s 
victory over South Florida in the  
opening round. However, the of-
fensive system around Lyon had 

already begun to show cracks. In 
the second set, the Nittany Lions 
hit only .091, as the Bulls seemed 
to read every attack like an open 
book. 

Against Texas, the Nittany  
Lions were unsuccessful for the 
entire duration of the match, 
hitting just .124 as a team. Once 
again, the second set was Penn 
State’s worst nightmare, as the 
blue and white hit -.065. 

Despite finding limited success 
in the national tournament, Lyon 
stepped up to the plate and took 
the starting role by the horns. 
By putting up a career-high 1,092 
this year, she proved herself as a  
quality setter. She also proved that 
with a truly elite setter alongside 
Martin, Penn State could be back 
in the national championship  
conversation.

Filling Grimes’s shoes
Gillian Grimes has been a  

staple member of the back row 
for all four years she’s been in 
Happy Valley. With three seasons 
at the libero position, a national  
championship and a Big Ten  
Libero of the Year award  
under her belt, the Westchester,  
Illinois, native brought stability and  
confidence to the back row.

However, when Penn State 
lost to Texas on Saturday night, 
it was Grimes’s final collegiate  
match. 

Grimes had a compara-
tively down couple of games,  
considering her averaging 13.78 
digs per match. The 5-foot-6  
senior put up 10 digs against 
South Florida, and ended her  
collegiate career with an 11-dig 
performance against the Long-
horns.

Despite the numbers telling 
a different story, the digs that 
Grimes made proved why she 
was named the Big Ten Libero of 
the Year. She dove, reaching out 
with one arm, resulting in saves 
that kept the Nittany Lions in  
system.

Behind Grimes in the depth 
chart are Ava Falduto and  
Jocelyn Nathan, both members of 
the 2024 National Championship 
roster alongside Grimes. Falduto 
had a strong showing against 
South Florida, with eight digs, 
while posting a three-dig perfor-
mance against the Longhorns in 
the 3-0 loss. 

Falduto is currently listed as 
the backup libero, and has made 
a strong case to be chosen as the 
starting libero as a junior in 2026.     

To email reporter: asm6548@psu.edu.
Follow him on X @amerc0115

Geraldine Cruz/The Daily Collegian

Defensive specialist Ava Falduto (2) watches the ball during the Penn State women’s volleyball game against 
Princeton at Rec Hall. 

Worst loss in Rhoades era

By Will Horstman
THE DAILY COLLEGIAN

It’s cliché to say “when it rains, 
it pours,” but that’s essentially 

what happened to 
Penn State when 
it visited Indiana 
on Tuesday night.

The Hoosiers dominated 
the Nittany Lions from start to  
finish, earning a 113-72 win  
inside Simon Skjodt Assembly 
Hall in Bloomington, Indiana, 
which is Penn State’s worst loss 
in the Mike Rhoades era. Guard 
Lamar Wilkerson finished with 
a career-high 44 points on 72.7% 
shooting from the field and 66.7% 
shooting from 3-point range.

Indiana got an early lead with 
a pair of 6-0 runs, but Penn State 
managed to stay close by only 
holding a 17-12 deficit. But then, 
the Hoosiers turned up the heat, 
going on a 30-4 run over 7:03  
during the latter portions of the 
second half for a 47-16 lead.

While Penn State contained 
Indiana to an extent for the  
remaining 3:54 of the half, the  
Hoosiers still led 58-26 at the 
break, which is the worst halftime  
deficit the Nittany Lions have 
faced in the Rhoades era. 

For the Nittany Lions, 
they were notably more  
turnover prone than usual. They  
averaged 8.2 turnovers per game  
entering Tuesday’s game, but 
they had 11 turnovers in the first 
half alone. Indiana ended the 
night by forcing 14 turnovers, 
which it scored 26 points off of.

Even using its usual deep  
rotation, Penn State’s 10-man 
rotation couldn’t generate much 
scoring. The Nittany Lions had 
nine bench points at halftime 
and finished with 29 points off 
the bench — a result that’s  
unlike the previous games 
they’ve had this season.

Furthermore, it took Penn 
State until the 3:23 mark of the 
first half to reach 20 points.  
Wilkerson already had 20 points 
at that time as Indiana led, 49-20.

It wasn’t just Wilkerson who 
went off for the Hoosiers with 
forward Reed Bailey and guard 
Tayton Conerway having 18 and 
17 points, respectively. Forwards 
Tucker DeVries and Nick Nick 
Dorn were in double figures as 
well, and the ball was hot for  
Indiana as it had 30 assists on 42 
made field goals, shooting 68.9% 
from the field and 54.8% from 
3-point range.

The Hoosiers kept its foot on 
the gas pedal in the second half, 
going on a 17-2 run for an 83-34 
advantage with 13:57 left. Penn 
State’s defense left Wilkerson 
open on some plays as he set 
an Indiana record with 10 made 
3-pointers in a single game.

Otherwise, guard Kayden 
Mingo made some flashes of his 
potential, tallying 19 points with a 
few tough baskets along the way. 
Guard Freddie Dilione V chipped 
in with 14 points off the bench as 
well, and guard Melih Tunca was 
in double figures, too, but the  
Nittany Lions shot 46.4% from the 
field and 31.3% from 3-point range 
as a squad.

Penn State had a rare bright 
spot as it went on a 7-0 run in the 
second half, but the game was 
well into garbage time as Indiana 
kept up its play for a commanding 
victory.

Up Next
Penn State will return home to 

host No. 9 Michigan State at noon 
Saturday inside the Bryce Jordan 
Center. The Spartans are 8-1 on 
the year and rated as the No. 12 
team in the country by KenPom.

To email reporter: wmh5351@psu.edu.
Follow him on X @WillHorstman_

Owen Ballard/For the Collegian

Players huddle during the Penn State men’s basketball game against 
Campbell University in the Bryce Jordan Center.

By Lyle Alenstein
THE DAILY COLLEGIAN

Cael Sanderson remembers 
how hard it was for him to leave 

his alma mater of 
Iowa State as the 
wrestling coach 
to depart for the 

same role at Penn State.
Sanderson said it was some-

thing that he took “a lot of heat” 
for in the moment, but he knew it 
was an opportunity he had to take 
advantage of and wouldn’t look 
back on.

“It was a tough decision, and it 
was something that didn’t make a 
lot of sense at the time,” Sander-
son said. “Looking back at it, peo-
ple think that it was a no-brainer, 
but at that time, it was a tough 
decision.”

Sanderson has been responsi-

ble for coaching 12 of Penn State’s 
14 national championships, estab-
lishing the Nittany Lions as argu-
ably the most successful program 
in all of college sports.

So, when Matt Campbell spoke 
at his introductory press confer-
ence as the new head football 
coach, he cited the success of the 
most recent Iowa State coach to 
depart for State College.

“I’m going to demand a similar 
standard of excellence that the 
last great Iowa State coach that 
came here, and that last great 
Iowa State coach is Cael Sand-
erson,” Campbell said. “I can’t 
thank Cael enough. He spent 45 
minutes with me on the phone 
two nights ago, and we talked 
about our similar journeys and 
similar paths.”

When Sanderson and Campbell 

spoke on the phone, Sanderson 
said Campbell expressed deep 
appreciation for speaking with 
him.

Campbell talked about his 
love for Iowa State. Campbell 
talked about his experiences in 
Ames, Iowa, which was similar 
to what Sanderson saw both 
as a wrestler and as the head 
coach of the Cyclones.

“We talked a little philosophy, 
and talked a little bit about the 
program out here,” Sanderson 
said. “I think he’s gonna do a 
really good job. You can tell he’s 
a very humble guy. Very com-
petitive. And you put those two 
things together, that’s a pretty 
dang good recipe.”

Campbell spoke very highly 
of Sanderson as well. 

“We’ve watched Cael from 
afar and talked about building 
excellence in a program the 
way Cael has,” Campbell said. 
“To be out to be able to link 
arms with him — I couldn’t be 
more grateful. And Cael, I really 
appreciate your time.”

Sanderson reaped the ben-
efits of making the transition 
from Iowa State to Penn State. 
His track record of both team 
championships and individual 
championships for his wres-
tlers demonstrate just that.

After 10 years at Iowa State, 
Campbell is hoping to be the 
next head coach from Iowa 
State to find triumph in State 
College — Sanderson believes 
he can get it done.

“Coach Campbell, he’s gonna 
love it out here. We’re gonna 
love him,” Sanderson said. 

To email reporter: lca5223@psu.edu.
Follow him on x @lalenstein

Geraldine Cruz/The Daily Collegian

Head coach Cael Sanderson watches a dual during the Penn State  
wrestling match against Oklahoma in the Bryce Jordan Center

Representing their country
By Maggie Hardy

THE DAILY COLLEGIAN

Both Penn State prospects 
Gavin McKenna and Jackson 

Smith will head 
to Niagara Falls 
for training camp 

with a chance to compete for 
Team Canada in the World Junior 
Championships later this month. 

McKenna’s name on the list 
came as no surprise, as the wide-
ly-regarded top prospect in next 
year’s NHL draft is one of Cana-
da’s most exciting young talents. 
The freshman has four points and 
14 assists through 16 games and 
earned the Big Ten’s Rookie of 

the Month honor for the month 
of October.

Smith’s name was circulat-
ed in talks of the World Junior 
Championships roster, and now 
he’ll have a chance to compete 
on the international stage. 

The Calgary, Alberta, native 
was the blue and white’s first 
ever first first-round draft pick 
taken No. 14 overall by the Blue 
Jackets this year — and has 
been strong for the Nittany Li-
ons, tallying three goals and six 
assists on the season.

To email reporter: mah7305@psu.edu.
Follow her on X @MaggieHardy22

VOLLEYBALL

BASKETBALLWRESTLING

Emma Lessick/The Daily Collegian

Forward Gavin McKenna (72) re-
acts to the referee’s call during the 
Penn State men’s ice hockey game.

HOCKEY

Penn State women’s volleyball eliminated in second round

Iowa State connections
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