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‘We could all use a bit more love’
By Alex Fischer
THE DAILY COLLEGIAN

Students gathered in the HUB-
Robeson Center Monday after-
noon to celebrate Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr.’s legacy with an 
annual Day of Service. Hosted by 
the Martin Luther King Jr. Com-
memoration Student Committee, 
the theme for this year’s MLK 
Day celebrations is “Undaunted 
Hope.”

The MLK Day of Service is part 
of a nationwide movement start-
ed in 1994 to turn a federal holi-
day — a day “off” — into a day of 
community service — a day “on.”

The event began with break-
fast, followed by a keynote speech 
from Smeal College of Business 
Associate Dean Jamie Campbell 
and a video about the life and leg-
acy of King.

Attendees then dispersed into 
volunteer groups to work with 
non-profit organizations from 
Centre County, including Centre 
Safe, the Jana Marie Foundation, 
the Youth Service Bureau and the 
Institute for Promoting Health, 
Education, Art and Technology 
(iPHET).

Maya Mathes, a member of the 
MLK Commemoration Student 
Committee’s planning commit-
tee, was thrilled to see about 600 
people in Alumni Hall at the start 
of the day.

“I just hope that people get a lot 
of fulfillment out of this,” Mathes, 
a third-year studying food sci-
ence, said. “(Waking) up early in 
the morning, on a snowy day with 
22 degree weather, no school … 
I’m just happy that a lot of people 
just want to give back to our com-
munity.”

Mathes said her mom raised 
her to always give back to the 
community.

“It’s just always been a core 
part of who I am as a person,” 

Mathes said. “And I feel like just 
being able to give back to Centre 
County, where I’ve been a resi-
dent for three years now, I feel 

like it’s a really nice way for me 
to just show my appreciation to 
everybody around me.”

Patrick Williams, the outreach 
director for the MLK Commemo-
ration Committee, said his favor-
ite part of the day was going from 
room to room, checking in with 
each volunteer group and seeing 
everyone talking to each other.

“Everybody is just spreading 

love because that’s what MLK 
wanted,” Williams, a fourth-year 
studying telecommunications 
and media industries, said. “You 
get people from diverse back-
grounds just spreading aware-
ness, spreading love, everybody 
coming together.”

Ezekiel Hernandez spent the 
afternoon helping the Youth Ser-
vices Bureau package diapers 
with members of his fraternity, 
Sigma Lambda Beta.

“There’s a lot of stuff that’s 
been happening all across the 
United States and across the 
world,” Hernandez, a third-year 
studying computational data sci-
ence, said. “I’m Latino, (and) 
there’s been a lot of different 
things with ICE, with Venezuela, 
just so many different things that 
are happening right now … but 
there’s still a lot of people that are 
in need of help, and we just need 
to keep pushing forward.”

Valeria Herrera attended the 
event with her roommate.

“I actually transferred from a 
community college this semes-
ter, so this is all very new,” Her-
rera, a third-year studying global 
and international studies, said. “I 
wanted to get more involved on 
campus and just help out as much 
as I can.”

Herrera worked on making 
“Jared Boxes” for the Jared 
Box Project, which are plastic, 
shoe-sized boxes filled with gifts, 
games and toys which are given 
to children in hospitals all over 
the country.

“I think it’s so much fun to just 
envision a little kid receiving a 
box, and then just lighting up 
(with) excitement,” Herrera said. 
“I just want to make positive im-
pacts in (these) little kids’ lives, 
because they’re just in hospitals 
all day, every day, and I feel like 
their days could definitely be real-
ly gloomy … I want to make them 
happy and make their childhood 
as normal as possible.”

Kadyn Young was at the Day of 

Service with members of her so-
rority, Alpha Kappa Alpha, mak-
ing first-aid kids for iPHET.

“With everything going on in 
the world, we could all use a bit 
more love, we could all use a bit 
more unity,” Young, a second-
year studying finance, said. “So, 
I feel like that’s a great way to 
honor him, (by) helping others 
and giving back to our community 
… (MLK Day) is not just a day off, 
it’s a day of doing something to 
honor his legacy.”

Paris Stafford, co-director of 
the MLK Commemoration Com-
mittee, said it’s important to not 
forget MLK’s legacy.

“No one wants to repeat his-
tory,” Stafford, a third-year study-
ing economics, said. “So really 
just, keeping all our generations, 
future generations informed of 
what MLK did.” King is also the 
reason Stafford went into eco-
nomics, as King had written a 
book about the connection be-
tween systemic poverty and sys-
temic racism.

“He wanted everyone to be eq-
uitable and everyone to be equal,” 
Stafford said. “I really thought 
that was just phenomenal. And 
using that type of mindset, it re-
ally got me into economics and 
wanting to kind of close that gen-
erational wage gap.”

As volunteers came back to-
gether in Alumni Hall at the end 
of the event, they were asked to 
sign a large “MLK 2026” poster 
on their way in. The prompt was: 
“What hope do you want to cre-
ate?

“MLK has definitely been a 
big part of my life,” Stafford said. 
“And so, really, just seeing this op-
portunity to do service in my com-
munity is just phenomenal.”

To email reporter: akf5698@psu.edu  

“With everything 
going on in the 
world, we could all 
use a bit more love, 
we could all use a 
bit more unity.”

Kadyn Young

Martin Luther King Jr. Day of Service honors his legacy

Jonathon Chiu/The Daily Collegian

Students gather in Alumni Hall during the MLK, Jr. Day of Service in the HUB-Robeson Center.

‘Stories like Keaghan’s gives people hope’
THON family reflects on journey to bell ringing

By Emma Naysmith
THE DAILY COLLEGIAN

Parents of 10-year-old Keaghan 
Faulders, Bryan and Kaitland,  
describe their daughter as hav-
ing a “spunky personality” and a  
“no-quit attitude.” 

After receiving a diagnosis of  
T-cell Leukemia in 2022, Keaghan, 
just shy of age 7, was scheduled 
for immediate surgery and treat-
ment. 

“We just kind of took it in 
stride,” Bryan said. “We enjoyed 
the good days, which that first 
year was few, far and in between, 
but we enjoyed the good days. 
The days that were a struggle, or 
spike in fevers, she wasn’t feeling 
well, we stayed by her side.” 

Soon after the initial diagnosis, 
Bryan said they were introduced 
to THON and the Four Diamonds, 
and a “weight was lifted off their 
shoulders.” 

“In the back of your mind, 
you’re thinking in your head, 
‘Well, one, let’s get her feeling  
better,’” Bryan said. “But two, 
how the heck are we going to pay 
for this? And how are we going to 
afford this down the road? And 
we’ll figure it out, but it’s going to 
be a long journey.”

THON is the world’s largest 
student-run philanthropy that 
aims to provide emotional and 
financial support to Four Dia-
monds families who have been 
impacted by childhood cancer.

In their third year as a THON 
family, the Faulders finally made 
it to THON Weekend after watch-
ing on TV years prior. Keaghan 
was “over the moon” to attend 
live, and can’t wait for THON 
2026. 

“When we felt isolated as a 
childhood cancer family at the  
beginning, and we weren’t sure 
who to connect with,” Kaitland 
said. “THON really pulled us in. 
They kind of wrapped us up in 
their energy, and you don’t really 
understand the energy until you 
go to THON.”

The Faulders family is paired 
with the Penn State figure skat-
ing team through the THON  
“Adopt-a-Family” program. Kait-
land said they have supported her 
family through all of their highs 
and lows. 

Ice skating team member and 
THON Chair Emma Wassel said 
Keaghan and her family will al-
ways be an inspiration for the 
group, and is the strongest girl 
they know.

“We have a teammate this year, 
Lillie Nye, and she has gotten 

very involved in THON and with 
the Faulders the last couple of 
years,” Wassel, a fifth-year study-
ing integrated arts, said. “She’s 
actually skating a tribute pro-
gram to those we have lost. She 
will be competing with that pro-
gram, which is a really cool thing 
for us to see.”

Throughout treatment, Ke-
aghan demonstrated impressive 
strength in her ability to bounce 
back after tougher days, accord-
ing to her father. 

“That little spark there that she 
has just does not let cancer steal 
her joy,” Bryan said. “It’s just 
pure key. And wanting to help out 
where she could, when she could 
and giving back to the hospital. 
These kids are resilient … if the 
kids were feeling okay, they had 
a smile on their face, not a care 
in the world, and just powerin’ 
through.”

In addition to treatment in the 
hospital, Keaghan spent her time 
running her own nail salon, play-
ing Uno with nurses and even do-
nated her hair to create a wig for 
another child fighting cancer. 

“Her ability to connect with 
adults and nurses and volunteers 
and teachers that came into the 
hospital just like they’re just nor-
mal people and even other kids 
that were battling cancer,” Kai-
tland said. “It was quite amaz-
ing to see both her strength and 
her personality continue to show 
through no matter how she felt.” 

Keaghan’s resilience was re-
warded with remission in 2023 
and a long-awaited bell ringing in 
May 2025 to symbolize the end of 

her cancer treatment. 
Keaghan’s father said it was 

one of the “proudest days of his 
life” and her mother said it sym-
bolized survival and a thankful-
ness to ring the bell and celebrate 
its meaning after passing by it 
thousands of times throughout 
their treatment journey. 

“For Keaghan and even for us, 
it was really more to end the fight 
that she never asked to face, it 
is just the strength that we saw 
behind her,” Kaitland said. “For 
us, it just symbolized that we 
survived. We’re so happy we got 
here. We’re so proud.”

Wassel said she was lucky 
enough to be personally invited 
by Keaghan to support her in 
ringing the bell at the Penn State 
Health Children’s Hospital. Addi-
tionally, she said the team looks 
forward to welcoming her onto 
the ice rink for her first time skat-
ing. 

“Keaghan’s story is just so in-
spiring for us as a team,” Wassel 
said. “A lot of us kind of grew up in 
a solo sport, one where we didn’t 
really have teamwork and like 
that kind of level of camaraderie, 
and so the Faulders have such a 
strong team of friends and fam-
ily that were and are still backing 
them throughout Keaghan’s bat-
tle, and they show us that there’s 
strength in leaning on those who 
love you. 

Kaitland said “stories like Ke-
aghan’s gives people hope.” Hope 
to those standing THON Week-
end, and hope to families facing 
similar challenges. 

“THON is so powerful because 
it is very personal for the fami-
lies of the cancer children, but 
I hope when they hear stories 
about a real child like Keaghan, 
we are a real family, and we’ve 
lived the long nights,” Kaitland 
said. “We’ve felt their fear, we’ve 
praised the victories.”

To email reporter eln5123@psu.edu.
Follow her on X @emnaysmith.

Courtesy of THON

Keaghan Faulders stands in front of the bell she rang to announce she’s cancer free.

“THON is so 

powerful because it 
is very personal for 
the families of the 
cancer children, but 
I hope when they 
hear stories about a 
real child like  
Keaghan.”

 
Kaitland Faulders

“That little spark 
there that she has 
just does not let 
cancer steal her joy. 
It’s just pure key. ”

Bryan Faulders
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 Small Resets

By Lexi Cannan
THE DAILY COLLEGIAN

There’s something about the 
new year that makes it feel like 
everyone suddenly needs to get 
their life together.

All at once, it’s new routines, 
new goals and trying to become 
the “best version” of yourself — 
even though most people are still 
just getting back into the semes-
ter and double-checking where 
their classes are. 

A glow-up doesn’t have to be 
extreme. You don’t need a crazy 
early alarm or some perfect sys-
tem to change your life. Usually, 
it’s just small things that make 
everyday college life feel easier. 

Start small with your 
routine 

One of the easiest places to 
start is your routine. You don’t 
have to overhaul your entire 
schedule — just start small. Try-
ing to change everything at once 
usually doesn’t stick, especially 
once classes get busy.

Going to bed earlier, eating 
something before your first class 
or finally using an alarm you won’t 
snooze ten times can make your 
day feel way less chaotic. Even 
one of those changes helps you 
feel a little more on top of things. 

Clean up your space 
(even a little)

When your room is a mess, ev-
erything feels harder — papers 
on your desk, cups you forgot 
about, clothes on the floor that 
have been there way too long — it 
adds up fast. 

You don’t need to clean your 
whole room. Clean off your desk, 
your backpack or even your 
phone if you’re feeling produc-
tive. It doesn’t fix everything, 
but it helps your space feel less  
chaotic. 

Movement that actually 
feels doable

Being active doesn’t have to be 
a big thing. You don’t need hard 
workouts or gym motivation. 
Some days it’s just walking to 
class, stretching a little or pacing 
around your room. 

Going with a friend helps too. 

Trying classes together or just 
meeting up makes it feel more 
like hanging out than working 
out. 

You can complain the whole 
time, laugh about not knowing 
what you’re doing and leave ear-
ly if you want. It just feels like a 
break from sitting around all day, 
which is kind of the point. 

Rethink the way you 
choose your daily outfits

Let’s be honest — most of us 
wear the same few outfits every 
week. A glow-up doesn’t mean 
changing that, it just means liking 
those outfits. 

A good hoodie, jeans that don’t 
feel awful and sneakers that go 
with everything can make even 
low-effort days feel better. 

When you actually feel com-
fortable in what you’re wearing, 
you’re not constantly thinking 
about it throughout the day. You 
can actually focus on class, run 
errands or just get through a long 
day on campus. 

It’s not about looking dressed 
up — it’s about feeling like your-
self, even on days when you’re 
putting in the bare minimum. 

Take your mental health 
seriously

The beginning of second se-
mester is rough. It gets dark 

early, everyone’s tired and it feels 
like there’s always something you 
should be doing. 

Taking care of your mental 
health sometimes just means 
stopping for a second. Skipping 
plans, logging off or even sitting 
in your room doing nothing with-
out turning it into a whole guilt 
spiral. You don’t have to push 
through everything.

It’s okay to slow down when 
things feel overwhelming. A 
glow-up isn’t just about looks — 
it’s taking care of yourself when 
you need to. Instead of big goals, 
think about how you want to feel 
this year. Less stressed, more 
balanced or just better overall. 

Focus on how you want to 
feel 

Instead of putting pressure on 
yourself with big resolutions, it 
helps to think about how you want 
to feel this year. Maybe that’s 
more balanced, less stressed or 
more confident. 

Let whatever habits you pick 
support that instead of making 
your life harder. You don’t need 
to do everything “right” or have 
it all figured out — just do what 
actually works for you and your 
schedule. 

To email reporter: lac6331@psu.edu
Follow her on X @lexialyssa9
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Satire|Penn State Students 
‘Betrayal List’

By Amelia Houck
THE DAILY COLLEGIAN

As Penn State students, we’ve 
experienced our fair share of 
cultural, social and campus  
phenomena.

The idea of individuals creat-
ing their own ‘Betrayal List,’ — 
inspired from a viral tweet by 
Kanye West in 2025 — is now used 
as a way to describe people, situa-
tions or events that have scorned 
you in a way or you view as  
disloyalty. 

With Penn Staters experi-
encing their own trials and  
tribulations, here is our ‘Betrayal 
List.’

James Franklin 
Enough said. 

Cancelled classes until  
9 a.m. or 10 a.m.

Is this a joke?
There’s absolutely nothing 

worse than waking up on a bit-
terly cold winter morning to an 
alert on your phone which says 
all classes and activities are can-
celled up until 9 a.m. or 10 a.m 
due to snowfall, just in time for 
your 9:05 a.m. or 10:10 a.m. class. 

Good luck on that walk to cam-
pus, because the downtown paths 
definitely aren’t salted. 

Penn State Football 
Were you a victim of believing 

the AP Top 25 College Football 
Poll last summer? Me too. 

I really thought last season 
would’ have been the one where 

we secured a BIG 10 Champion-
ship. (But hey, at least Ohio State 
lost).

Sitting in class during a 
beautiful day

I am sure we’re all aware of just 
how little sunshine State College 
gets this time of year. 

There is absolutely nothing 
comparable to seeing the first 
sunny day in the spring after a 
long, cold, brutal winter and hav-
ing mandatory classes to attend 
— keeping you inside all day. 

Getting Pollock freshman 
year

Name a worse experience than 
finding out you’ve been placed in 
Pollock for the year — you can’t. 
While the year there can turn into 
a great time, going into the space 
with little information other than 
the horror stories is certainly a 
fright.

Yes, the location is better than 
East Halls, but there’s no other 
positives to be found amongst the  
bats and cockroaches. 

Having class the Monday 
after THON weekend

If only professors could ex-
press some sympathy for the fact 
that the majority of students have 
not slept for hours, whilst sup-
porting an incredible cause of 
fundraising, and standing for 46 
hours consecutively. 

The Monday after THON Week-
end should be an official Penn 
State holiday.

Running out of meal plan 
freshman year

With no kitchen, no way of get-
ting to the grocery store, low 
funds and places to get food  — 
except downtown Target, which 
is always practically ransacked 
—  you essentially have no other 
option but to try and tough it out 
or to reload money into your meal 
plan account. 

The Philadelphia Eagles 
Growing up, we endured the 

Eagles at their worst; however, 
now a loss hurts so much more 
when your team is objectively 
considered “good.” 

 There was a time fans would 
have been excited if we won any 
game period. 

The reigning Super Bowl 
champions losing in the wild-
card round this season is a major  
letdown to say the least. 

Unfortunately, the defense 
can only do so much with a lack 
of effective offensive plays and  
playcalling. 

“The Freshman 15”
Before even beginning college, 

I am sure everyone was warned 
about the dreaded 15-pound 
weight gain following the start of 
a collegiate lifestyle. 

With an increase in academic 
stressors raising your cortisol 
levels, unhealthy dining hall foods 
instead of healthier home-cooked 
meals, binge drinking and the lack 
of a consistent sleep and exercise 
schedule are huge contributors to 
this cultural phenomenon. 

Adjusting to a completely new 
place you are now calling home 
and feeling uncomfortable in your 
own skin are not pleasant expe-
riences, but unfortunately they 
tend to go hand in hand.

Graduation looming 
The real world sucks. Actu-

ally, I wouldn’t know I’m still in  
college. 

Basically, a dark cloud looms 
over your head the second you 
become an upperclassman. Once 
senior year begins, everything 
once fun and carefree starts to 
become bittersweet.

To email reporter: alh6635@psu.edu
Follow her on X @AmeliaHouck
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A Pollock Residence Halls sign stands in Pollock Halls on April 19, 2025

Tips to glow up for the new year
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Cartoon by Nate Campbell

Much like anything, music 
has evolved and continues to 

evolve over 
time. While 
things like 
genre popu-
larity have 
influenced its 
direction — 
the most 

influential factor 
is arguably  

technology.
Increased technological capa-

bilities has allowed artists a 
greater ability to expand the 
way they create music. While 
technology is a helpful tool, I 
think it’s led to less authenticity 
in music. For example, auto-
tune, which made its way onto 
the music scene in 1997, has 
made music less unique and 
personal

Cher’s “Believe,” one of the 
more notable songs featuring 
autotune, used it as a pitch cor-
rector. Its usage meant less 
time was spent in the studio 
rerecording vocals, saving the 
bigwigs of the label money. 
Today technology can do a myri-
ad of things, such as shape 
one’s voice manually. 

Furthermore, its broadened 
capabilities now make this a 
staple within the music industry 
today, with a large majority of 
artists using autotune on their 
records.

While some argue technology 
broadens the scope of musical 

ability, I believe it takes away 
the opportunity for an authentic 
sound — making each singer’s 
voice a replication of others. All 
the distinct little quirks within a 
singer’s voice are no longer 
present, leaving the vocals 
sounding soulless.

So what if the note is a little 
flat? 

I want to hear the little 
imperfections. I want to hear 
the humanity of natural singing 
and instrumentation, not some-
thing that sounds like it’s com-
ing from a computer.

One of my favorite artists is 
Bob Dylan, and occasionally, 
when I mention that to people, 
they normally comment on his 
singing voice. I know he’s not 
the best singer ever to exist on 
this Earth. 

However, the thing that sets 
Dylan apart from  modern-day 
singers and one of the reasons I 
admire him is that he’s not pre-
tending to be some great singer. 
Even as an 84-year-old man, 
he’s still performing, now with a 
gravelly and weathered voice. 
Some might argue it’s worse 
than before, but he isn’t cover-
ing it up.

Not only does excess technol-
ogy rob music of an authentic 
sound, the lyrics suffer as well. 
If it seems like songs today are 
simpler and more repetitive, it’s 
because they are. A study from 
the Scientific American maga-
zine found over the past 50 

years songs have adopted lon-
ger choruses which is part of 
the reason everything sounds 
the same.

In a lot of modern music it 
seems like the chorus takes up 
half the song, and in some cases 
it absolutely does. 

Even songs today credit mul-
tiple people writing on them. 
Popular names like Benson 
Boone and Sabrina Carpenter 
have credited at least three peo-
ple per song on their most 
recently released album. One 
would think that by having a 
variety of perspectives, there 
would be a greater possibility 
for more unique lyrics and less 
repetition. But alas that isn’t the 
case.

Authenticity of voice is espe-
cially important for songwriting 
because it creates a connection 
between performer and listener. 
It’s more compelling when you 
hear a song that comes from a 
place of true expression and 
feeling, whereas repetitive writ-
ing potentially leaves the listen-
er uninspired and bored. Well, 
at least it does for me. 

I think something that gets 
overlooked today is that song-
writing is just as much a meth-
od of storytelling as any artistic 
medium. 

Take the song “Suite: Judy 
Blue Eyes” written by Stephen 
Stills and performed by Crosby, 
Stills & Nash. It’s divided up 
into four sections, true to its 

name as suite, with each section 
distinct from the others. Yes, 
there’s a repeating theme in the 
first part with the chorus, but 
it’s not like it occurs during the 
entire seven minutes of the 
song. 

Through his songwriting, 
Stills reflects on a relationship 
that’s on the verge of ending. 
Not only is there strong lyrical 
writing, but the inclusion of har-
monies provided by bandmates 
David Crosby and Graham Nash 
really help to create a sound 
that’s distinct and authentic to 
their group.

To make it clear, I’m not try-
ing to say that music needs to 
be complex in order to be con-
sidered great. 

Simple songs can be great, 
too, if they’re done well. What I 
really mean is that creating 
music that’s heavily repetitive 
and dependent upon technology 
takes away the potential of 
greatness. 

Perhaps these artists of today 
should focus more on their own 
abilities and not what will be 
commercially acceptable. If 
technologies like autotune are a 
must to today’s artists, then I 
think they might be in the 
wrong business.

Emma Strickling is a columnist for The 
Daily Collegian. She is a fifth-year  
studying English with minors in film  
studies and Italian. Email her at 
eks5726@psu.edu

Strickling

Music’s evolution away from 
sincerity

MY VIEW | Emma Strickling

From AI-enabled medical 
devices to self-driving cars,  
artificial intelligence has  
transformed the way we work 
and live. Yet many universities 
and professors are responding 
to this shift with avoidance 
instead of education, leaving 
students unprepared to enter an 
AI-driven workforce and  
navigate the technology’s  
ethical complexities.

This approach is ignoring 
what’s already happening on 
college campuses. According to 
Stanford University’s 2025 AI 
Index Report, 86% of students 
utilize AI for school work, while 
61% of faculty incorporate it into 
their teaching.

As AI becomes increasingly 
accessible, universities have a 
responsibility to equip students 
with the skills demanded by a 
changing workforce and to  
educate them about algorithmic 
bias, environmental harm,  
plagiarism and accuracy con-
cerns.

Generative AI platforms like 
ChatGPT, Claude, CoPilot and 
Gemini have gained popularity 
in recent years, but artificial 
intelligence itself is not new. For 
decades, other forms of AI have 
been used for data analysis,  
pattern recognition and  
automation.

What distinguishes generative 

AI is its ability to create text, 
images and code using existing 
data. Its capacity to produce 
original-seeming work has  
driven concern surrounding 
academic integrity and sparked 
conversations over what  
constitutes appropriate versus  
unethical use in both  
classrooms and everyday life. 

Despite this, only 39% of  
academic institutions had an AI-
related acceptable use policy as 
of early 2025, according to  
Stanford’s report. While Penn 
State doesn’t have a university-
wide AI policy, it implements 
course-specific policy and  
provides general guidelines for 
both students and professors.

Last year, Penn State 
launched an artificial intelli-
gence engineering major and 
minor, making it stand out 
among universities preparing 
future engineers to build and 
refine these systems. 

However, AI’s influence 
extends far beyond engineering. 
This technology is rapidly enter-

ing fields across the liberal arts, 
business, journalism, healthcare 
and many other disciplines.

Whether we like it or not, this 
integration is largely beyond 
our control, as employers 
across industries are already 
using AI tools to cut costs, 
increase efficiency and remain 
competitive. 

What is within our control is 
how we’re navigating it.

Universities should not 
encourage students to have AI 
complete their work for them. 
Instead, institutions and profes-
sors must teach students what 
AI is already being used for in 
their respective industries, and 
when it shouldn’t be used and 
why.

While universities are still 
deciding how to approach AI in 
the classrooms, it’s evident that 
education on the matter is 
essential in preparing graduates 
who will work alongside AI in 
their careers. Acting as though 
AI doesn’t exist or banning its 
use outright is disservicing stu-

dents.
Fear-based conversations 

don’t prepare students for life 
after graduation; thoughtful, 
honest discussions about the 
realities and future of AI do. 

Understanding both the  
benefits and drawbacks of AI 
technology not only prepares 
students for the inevitable but 
provides them with the knowl-
edge to make informed deci-
sions about their AI use. 

As AI use expands, it is 
imperative that conversations 
about misuse, along with  
environmental and societal 
impacts, expand as well.

According to Harvard Busi-
ness Review, the training pro-
cess for one AI model releases 
carbon emissions equivalent to 
those of hundreds of homes 
nationwide and has caused 
severe stress on our freshwater 
resources. 

The rise of generative AI has 
also intensified ethical concerns 
around plagiarism, originality 
and accuracy. Because these 

tools generate content based on 
existing material, students must 
be taught how to use them in 
appropriate contexts and how to 
properly evaluate and verify  
AI-produced information.

AI systems are also prone to 
factual errors and bias, making 
human oversight imperative. 
Without instruction on when AI 
use crosses ethical boundaries 
and when it can be used  
responsibly as a tool, students 
are left to navigate these risks 
on their own.

As AI continues to evolve and 
become used on a wider scale, 
it’s of the utmost importance 
that higher education institu-
tions educate their students on 
how AI is utilized and how to 
engage with the technology 
responsibly. 

Furthermore, AI bias stems 
from both explicit and implicit 
human biases embedded in var-
ious stages of its pipeline, from 
data collection and labeling to 
model training and deployment, 
according to Chapman Universi-
ty. The system has already pro-
duced unfair and discriminatory 
bias in reporting, sourcing and 
continues to reinforce existing 
biases. 

A comprehensive AI educa-
tion should force people to 
rethink the way they engage 
with artificial intelligence. 

Students are already using AI.  
Universities should teach them how

 Higher education has a responsibility to prepare students for a  
future alongside AI by equipping them with the skills to use it 

wisely and understand its broader consequences.

OUR VIEW
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New sheriff  in town
Kayla Treanor brings a championship mentality

By Noah Aberegg
THE DAILY COLLEGIAN

Players sat around the locker 
room in anticipation on Selection 

Sunday, wait-
ing to hear their 
name called 
for the fourth 

straight year.
These moments defined coach 

Kayla Treanor’s four seasons at 
Syracuse, leading her team to a 
59-24 record. After being named 
the next Penn State women’s 
lacrosse coach in May 2025, Tre-
anor will have an opportunity to 
do the same in Happy Valley.

“That drive to be a national 
championship team will never 
change for her,” Julia Basciano, a 
midfielder under Treanor at Syra-
cuse and now at Penn State, told 
The Daily Collegian. “That is al-
ways going to be the expectation 
and the standard for her.”

Treanor’s championship drive 
started long before her time 
coaching Penn State, Syracuse 
and Boston College. The Niska-
yuna, New York, native became a 
star with the Orange as a player, 
becoming one of the most deco-
rated women’s lacrosse players 
of all time.

Under the player leadership of 
Treanor, Syracuse experienced 
four straight championship week-
ends, including a spot in the 2014 
NCAA title game.

During that stretch, she be-
came the program’s only four-
time IWLCA All-American, a 
three-time Tewaaraton Award 
finalist and Syracuse’s all-time 
leading scorer.

“She’s just really inspiring 
from the player that she was in 
college throughout her whole en-
tire career,” Basciano said. “She 
steps out onto the field every day 
to coach us and motivate us, and 
she’s very humble about her ca-
reer. Little does she know that 
she is an inspiration to probably 
every single person on our team.”

Following her time at Syracuse, 
Treanor spent time with the U.S. 
women’s lacrosse team, quickly 
becoming the team’s all-time 

leader in points and goals. With 
Team USA, Treanor won gold at 
the 2017 and 2022 World Champi-
onships before retiring and pick-
ing up her coaching career at 
Harvard and Boston College. She 
ultimately returned to her alma 
mater in 2022.

“My coaching philosophy has 
changed so much,” Treanor said. 
“I’ve had really great experiences 
(at each school) and learned that 
all the players are so different, so 
it’s always coming in and trying to 
understand your players and your 
team and how they learn best.”

Despite only spending four 
years with Syracuse, Treanor 
capitalized on every season with 
tournament appearances in each 
of the four years and semifinal ap-
pearances in 2023 and 2024.

After falling in the second 
round of the 2025 NCAA Tourna-
ment, Penn State vice president 
of Intercollegiate Athletics Pat 
Kraft reached out to Treanor 
about filling the position left by 
former coach Missy Doherty. The 
pair already had a connection 
from their time at Boston College, 
and Kraft hoped to rekindle that 
relationship in Happy Valley.

“In full transparency, I never 

thought I was leaving Syracuse,” 
Treanor said. “It’s really just 
an opportunity that I absolutely 
could not pass up. This is such 
an incredible school, amazing ad-
ministration and amazing team 
and players with rich history and 
success and tradition.”

While many teams experience 
roster turnover following coach-
ing changes, the Nittany Lions 
held fairly steady, knowing they 
were getting a high-caliber coach.

“We always spoke about hav-
ing a championship culture, but 
this year, you can actually feel it,” 
senior attacker Erika Ho told the 
Collegian. “Everyone has a dif-
ferent drive this year, and that’s 
kudos to Kayla and the rest of the 
staff for making and creating a 
winning culture.”

Part of that championship cul-
ture comes with Treanor’s coach-
ing philosophy of empowering 
each individual player and build-
ing team passion.

“Everyone’s obsessed with 
Curt Cignetti right now because 
he’s an amazing coach and talks 
so much about one play at a time, 
and every play is the same and 
every game is the same,” Treanor 
said, referencing Indiana foot-

ball’s national championship-win-
ning head coach. “Nothing is too 
special or too big of a moment for 
their team, and I think it’s similar 

to my philosophy.”
Treanor’s philosophy and 

championship pedigree have res-
onated not only with the return-
ers at Penn State but also with 
transfers, including Basciano, 
who followed her to Happy Valley.

“Coach Treanor is just an amaz-
ing person as well as an amazing, 
amazing coach,” Basciano said. 
“There really is no other person 
that I would want to be coached 
by.”

Outside of Treanor’s coach-
ing style and work on the field, 
her compassion and care for her 

athletes have been just another 
thing that motivated the team to 
play for her.

“You can tell her, and the entire 
staff just deeply cares about you, 
both as a person and a lacrosse 
player,” Ho said. “Being around 
the staff, I feel like I’m a better 
person, and I think I’ve learned so 
much in only a few short months 
being under them.”

While this kindness and com-
passion from Treanor and the en-
tire coaching staff have made the 
team feel welcome, the same has 
been felt by Treanor as she’s got-
ten to know her Penn State team 
after a few months.

“To be honest, I think this is 
one of my favorite teams I’ve ever 
coached,” Treanor said. “I’m just 
looking forward to continuing to 
develop my relationships with 
players and just continue to get to 
know them, because they are re-
ally a special group.”

Included in those feelings to-
ward the team is that champion-
ship-level pedigree she brings to 
Penn State. 

Despite never winning the big 
game, Treanor has the expecta-
tions each and every year to be 
playing for a spot to win a national 
championship. If she is success-
ful with the Nittany Lions, it will 
be their first title since 1989.

“What excites me the most is 
just how much they care,” Ho 
said. “It really means so much to 
me, just seeing how much work 
they put in, how much they genu-
inely care about each and every 
one of us and how much they care 
and want to be a winning pro-
gram.”

While it has been nearly 40 
years since Penn State’s spot in 
the history books, Treanor be-
lieves that Penn State can make 
it back and be one of the best pro-
grams in the country.

“It’s just a no-brainer,” Treanor 
said. “This is a place where we 
can win national championships 
and be one of the Blue Bloods of 
college lacrosse.”

To email reporter: nda5168@psu.edu.
Follow him on X @aberegg_noah.

									         Courtesy of Penn State Athletics

Women’s lacrosse coach Kayla Treanor holds a lacrosse stick during a Penn State women’s lacrosse practice.

“She’s just really 
inspiring from the 
player that she was 
in college through-
out her whole entire 
career.”

Julia Basciano
Midfielder

O’ captain, my captain

LACROSSE

Penn State’s 12th leader, Dane Dowiak exemplifies what it means to be captain
By Greg Finberg

THE DAILY COLLEGIAN

When Dane Dowiak speaks, his 
teammates listen.

The junior for-
ward never shies 
away from speak-
ing his mind. And 

he’s sometimes brutally honest. 
But he can be, because he backs 
his words with an unmatched 
work ethic.

He’s considered the strongest 
player on the team. He’s unafraid 
to scrap for a loose puck along 
the boards or lay a booming hit to 
spark a comeback. He’s willing to 
play any role asked of him with no 
complaints.

Bottom line: Dowiak is a team-
first guy. It’s why his teammates 
love him. It’s why they respect 
him. And it’s why they voted him 
the 12th captain in program his-
tory.

“(Dane) is very accountable to 
himself. He talks a big game, but 
he backs it up,” Penn State coach 
Guy Gadowsky said. “He’s an 
extremely strong, gritty guy. He 
loves Penn State and embodies it. 
Most importantly, he plays for the 
team.”

Gadowsky lauded Dowiak’s 

willingness to do “the little 
things” that don’t show up in the 
box score. Like getting pucks out 
of the defensive zone, winning 
face-offs, getting cross-checked 
as he pokes at a loose puck, and, 
as Gadowsky elegantly stated, 
“getting his ankles hacked.”

Dowiak’s teammates recognize 

his unselfishness. They appreci-
ate his authentic leadership style 
— one filled with both passion 
and compassion. They respect 
his ability to joke with them on 
the same day he airs them out for 
an embarrassing performance.

And they laud his willingness to 
never ask something of them he 
wouldn’t do himself. 

“Dane is a nails guy — a guy 
we all look to when things are 
tough,” sophomore forward 
Braeden Ford said. “When things 
are tough, you look for a guy to 
lead the way, you look for a guy 
to lead the charge, and Dane is 
the perfect guy to do that. He’ll 
go through somebody on the wall. 
He’ll go score a greasy goal. He’s 
a guy that everybody looks to for 
some energy and to get us going.”

Dowiak’s leadership role has 
grown since his first collegiate 
season. But he’s never needed a 
fancy title or a letter stitched on 
his jersey to motivate his team-
mates.

The Pittsburgh native didn’t re-
quire a boost from his coaches to 
outwork everyone in the weight 
room as a freshman. He didn’t 
complain when asked to play one 

game on the top scoring line and 
the next told to block shots and 
clear pucks on the penalty kill.

Gadowsky said he always knew 
Dowiak embodied traits aligned 
with Penn State’s captaincy. It’s 
why the head coach entered the 
season with high expectations of 
his junior captain. And it’s why he 
appeared unfazed to see his play-
ers accept Dowiak’s leadership 
style.

“We are seeing exactly what 
we saw from Dane the previous 
two (seasons), and I’m sure it’s 
exactly why he got selected by his 
peers,” Gadowsky said. “He does 
his job. He can play in every situ-
ation, and no matter what you ask 
of him, he never complains. He’s 
never even hinted at wanting a 
different role. He’ll do whatever 
is asked of him to the best of his 
ability.”

Junior forward Reese Laubach 
is in his third season with Penn 
State. He’s experienced various 
leadership styles, from the vocal 
leadership of captain Christian 
Berger to the quiet, measured 
leadership of last season’s cap-
tain, Simon Mack.

But Dowiak brings something 

different. Because, as Luabach 
explained, Dowiak leads by ex-
ample.

Picture this. Penn State just 
lost 7-1 on its home ice to then-
No. 2 Michigan — a demoralizing 
defeat that marked the team’s 
third consecutive loss. Its players 

were defeated and discouraged. 
Most importantly, they were em-
barrassed by their poor effort 
against a Big Ten rival.

The Nittany Lions sat silent 
at their lockers, awaiting a pos-
sible message from Gadowsky. 
But their coach never showed. 
He knew his captain’s words 

would hold more weight. He knew 
Dowiak would speak because his 
competitiveness wouldn’t stand 
another effort like the one seen 
that Friday night inside Pegula 
Ice Arena.

And, as Laubach said, when 
Dowiak sp oke, everyone listened.

“(Dane’s) words go a long 
way with how he plays and how 
he holds himself,” freshman de-
fenseman Nolan Collins said. 
“He plays hard for us. He blocks 
shots for us. He throws his body 
around. So it’s easy to follow a guy 
like that.”

Dowiak’s words did hold 
weight. The junior forward assist-
ed Laubach’s game-winning goal 
as Penn State defeated Michigan 
4-2 the next night.

It was an example of Dowiak’s 
leadership style, one that rubbed 
off on his teammates to earn an 
upset win. And while that style 
resonated that night, his leader-
ship extends beyond hustle plays 
and blocked shots.

Sophomore goaltender Kevin 
Reidler called Dowiak an “awe-
some leader” because of his posi-
tivity on and off the ice. Sopho-
more defenseman Nick Fascia 
said it’s “easy” to play for some-
one like Dowiak, who himself 
does everything he asks of others.

Halfway through Dowiak’s first 
season as captain, the Nittany Li-
ons are rolling. They’re 16-6 and 
ranked No. 8 in the latest USCHO 
poll.

There are many reasons for 
Penn State’s hot start. The addi-
tions of top NHL draft prospects 
Gavin McKenna and 2025 first-
round pick Jackson Smith have 
certainly helped. As has standout 
play from its goaltending tandem 
of Reidler and Josh Fleming.

But, as Dowiak’s teammates 
would tell you, his leadership has 
topped everything.

“Dane is a Trojan. He’s our cap-
tain,” freshman forward Shea Van 
Olm said. “We look up to him, we 
want him to lead, and he knows, 
being in the position he’s in, he’s 
got to lead by example.”

To email reporter: gaf5266@psu.edu.
Follow him on X @finberggregory

Noah Aberegg/The Daily Collegian

Forward Dane Dowiak (19) skates during the Penn State men’s hockey game against Notre Dame on Saturday, 
Jan. 17, 2026 at the Pegula Ice Arena.

“When things are 
tough, you look for a 
guy to lead the way, 
you look for a guy to 
lead the charge and 
Dane is the perfect 
guy to do that.”

Braeden Ford
Forward

“He talks a big 
game, but he backs 
it up. He’s an ex-
tremely strong, 
gritty guy. He loves 
Penn State and 
embodies it.”

Guy Gadowsky
Head coach

HOCKEY
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By Sara O’Connell
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On Friday and Saturday, the 
Penn State College Republicans 
hosted its third annual Penn-
sylvania Collegiate Leadership 
Conference in the HUB-Robeson 
Center.

Throughout the conference, the 
Penn State College Republicans 
offered a variety of speakers, in-
cluding elected officials, Turning 
Point USA members, students 
and other political activists, part 
of efforts to introduce conserva-
tive principles throughout the 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.

Hunter Steach, the Penn State 
College Republicans’ vice presi-
dent, said the goals of the confer-
ence were civic engagement and 
creating a safe place for those 
with conservative and liberal  
ideologies alike to attend.

Steach said he wanted to allow 
attendees to meet with speakers, 
such as Glenn Thompson and 
Stacy Garrity, to gain insight into 
conservative perspectives.

Mia Humphreys, the Penn 
State College Republicans’ di-
rector of special events, said the 
event offered community building 
for conservatives to portray their 
ideas, goals and values.

In Glenn Thompson’s speech, 
he said principles and values 
define each person. He offered 
insight into his values as a Con-
gressman by offering advice to 
potential future political leaders.

“Always try to listen twice as 
much as you speak — that’s a 
true leader,” Thompson said.

Brooke Phillips, a former mem-
ber of the Penn State College 
Republicans, said that by listen-
ing and working together, real 
understanding and progress can 
happen.

“Conservative principles sup-
port open discussion and civil 
discourse,” Phillips said. “We 
shouldn’t avoid these difficult 
conversations.”

Throughout the conference, 
the Penn State College Republi-

cans and their speakers present-
ed conservative perspectives on 
various political topics. Ideas on 
how to combat issues — such as 
defending the republic by explor-
ing ways to counter immigration 
flaws and a debate over U.S. pol-
icy regarding Venezuela to gain 
attendees’ perspectives — were 
also presented.

“Each side should be given 
the opportunity to express their 
views calmly, without attacking, 
while seeking common ground 
and shared goals,” Phillips said.”

Phillips, a Penn State alumna, 
said she values learning from oth-
er people and believes disagree-
ment doesn’t have to prevent  
cooperation.

“I’ve had a lot of people in my 
time here, from [a range] of po-
litical ideologies that feel afraid 
to share their beliefs,” Steach, a 

fourth-year studying political sci-
ence, said. “This conference en-
ables people who have a dream in 
politics or not politics, and some-
thing in this realm, [to] chase 
them.”

Humphreys said the topics 
were intended to rally people to-
gether and enhance perspectives 
by standing up for beliefs and al-
lowing attendees to speak their 
truth.

“We’re trying to continue free 
speech and free narrative on 
college campuses today,” Hum-
phreys, a second-year studying 
political science, said.

Penn State ranked 228 in a Col-
lege Pulse Free Speech ranking 
in 2024 and again in 2025. The 
ranking detailed students’ com-
fort expressing their ideas, as 
well as their tolerance for liberal 
and conservative speakers.

Despite the ranking, Penn 
State is considered to have a bal-
anced ratio among conservative 
and liberal students.

“The climate here is great,” 
Humphreys said. “We have a 
great relationship with the Col-
lege Dems. We work together. We 
do our 9/11 event together. Over-
all, Penn State does a better job of 
allowing all of us to have a voice 
compared to other college stories 
we may have heard of.”

Steach said he always felt safe 
and respected at Penn State re-
garding his political beliefs and 
affiliation.

The growth of the College Re-
publicans has gone from roughly 
three chapters to twenty-plus 
chapters connecting over the 
past three years, according to 
Steach.

“A lot of college students some-

times aren’t politically engaged 
at all,” Humphreys said. “They 
don’t go to the polls and vote, 
and that’s ultimately what’s most  
important.”

She said the conference was 
meant to spread the word regard-
ing conservative thought and get 
attendees involved to become 
more politically active.

Steach said he wanted people 
to feel more confident and com-
fortable sharing their beliefs after 
attending the conference.

“We are a diverse community 
here at Penn State,” Phillips said. 
“Exposure to differing perspec-
tives allows students to form their 
own opinions and develop skills to 
engage respectfully.”

To email reporter: sjo5368@psu.edu

College Republicans host Pennsylvania 
Collegiate Leadership Conference 

State College welcomes 
Punxsatawney Phil

Courtesy of Hunter Steach

Attendees sit inside the Alumni Hall during the Penn State College Republicans third annual Pennsylvania Collegiate Leadership Conference on  
Saturday, Jan. 17, 2026 in University Park, Pa. 

By Lily Dorf
THE DAILY COLLEGIAN

After the excitement of the 
holiday season fades and stu-
dents return to school to finish 
out the academic year, many 
feel as though there is nothing 
exciting to anticipate. However, 
some Pennsylvania locals — and 
the surrounding states — may  
disagree.

Groundhog Day, celebrated 
annually on Feb. 2 in Punxsutaw-
ney, Pa.  is a cultural tradition in 
which  a groundhog — named 
Punxsutawney Phil — is brought 
out from his burrow to predict 
whether winter will last for an-
other six weeks or an early spring 
will arrive.

While fans typically have to 
travel to Punxsutawney for the 
event, State College residents 
were able to have a special 
chance to see the famous furry 
friend.

Penn State students and State 
College locals gathered at The 
Press: Cider & Craft Beverage 
Taphouse to meet Punxsutawney 
Phil and his handlers. Some at-
tendees dressed for the occasion, 
wearing top hats and suits to 
match the groundhog’s handlers. 

The event started at 2 p.m., 
and by 2:30 p.m., the line to see 
Phil and his crew was wrapped 
around the block. 

The Press is owned by four 
lifelong friends, who happen 
to all be from Punxsutawney, 
Pa. One of the owners, Andrew 
Divelbiss, said he wanted to 

bring Phil to Happy Valley so he 
could experience life outside of  
Punxsutawney. 

“State College is such a good 
town to introduce people to Phil,” 
Divelbiss said. “That’s a big thing 
that everybody in Punxsutawney 
tries to do is spread the incredible 
thing of Punxsutawney Phil.” 

With the help of his family, who 
are a part of the Punxsutawney 
Groundhog Club, Divelbiss said 
he was able to bring his family 
and business together through 
the event. 

Excitement buzzed through 
the line as students and locals 
waited to see Phil and hopefully 
and take pictures with him. 

During the event, handlers 
and club members handed out 
Punxsutawney Groundhog Club 
tokens and top hats. 

Many attendees learned 
about the event online, but  So-
phia Balaratna  said she heard 
through word of mouth and knew 
she wanted to attend. 

As a Pennsylvania native, 
Balaratna said she grew up hear-

ing about Punxsutawney Phil 
and wanted to meet him. 

“I was really excited, I’m a big 
fan of Phil,” Balaratna, a fourth-
year studying mechanical  
engineering said.

She left him with some en-
couraging words for his big day 
coming up, and to hopefully help 
get the prediction she wants to 
have for the seasonal weather. 

“I love you Phil, but please no 
more winter,” Balaratna said.

Sagufta Muktadir, also a 
Pennsylvania native, said she 
knew she needed to attend  the  
moment she read about the 
event. 

Muktadir, a fourth-year study-
ing biomedical engineering, said 
she and her family are fond of 
Phil, but have never traveled to 
Punxsutawney for Groundhog 
Day.

“I love him,” Muktadir said. “I 
love his predictions and every-
thing — I was super hyped to 
come and see him in person.”

To email reporter: lbd5368@psu.edu

Punxsutawney Phil sits in the arms of a member of the Inner Circle at the Punxsutawney Phil Meet & Greet 
inside The Press Taphouse on Saturday, Jan 17, 2026 in State College, Pa. 

“State College 
is such a good 
town to  
introduce  
people to  
Phil. ”

Andrew Divelbiss

Punxsatawney Phil’s owner
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ASA holds Mr., Miss 
Africa Pageant 

By Jonathon Chiu
THE DAILY COLLEGIAN

Heritage Hall came alive with 
music and dance Saturday eve-
ning as the African Students 
Association (ASA) held its 13th 
annual Mr. and Miss Africa 
pageant in the HUB-Robeson  
Center.

The pageant, themed 
“Crowned in Heritage,” saw 
five contestants “embody the 
beauty, strength and elegance” 
of their respective countries. 
Each contestant integrated el-
ements of their culture within 
their entrance into Heritage 
Hall and during events later into 
the night that were observed by 
a panel of four judges.

The contestants also present-
ed an issue within their country 
they felt a personal connection 
to, as well as causes currently 
working to solve them.

Mercy Adetoyese, ASA’s pres-
ident, said she has helped set up 
the pageant since her freshman 
year and thought of the event as 
a way to display African culture 
in University Park.

“This pageant is a way for 
people to showcase their cul-
ture, their identity, to the rest 
of Penn State and, honestly, it 
takes a lot of guts and bravery to 
even be up here, so going from 
being a shy and timid person 
to being able to get up on that 
stage is something I also truly 
admire,” Adetoyese, a fourth-
year studying biobehavioral 
health, said. 

She said the pageant served 
as a way to show Penn State stu-
dents, especially those within 
minority groups, that there is a 
supportive community for them 
on campus.

The pageant kicked off at 5:55 
p.m. as contestants were met 
with applause from attendees 
as they entered Heritage Hall.

Rasha Elwakil, who competed 
as Miss Egypt to spread aware-
ness about disability-related 
stigmas, said she saw the pag-
eant as a way to step out of her 
comfort zone while showcasing 
Egyptian culture. 

She said she hoped attendees 
left the pageant having learned 
about the importance of ev-
eryone’s causes, as well as the  
diversity of Africa.

“All of our countries, we’ve 
learned, either have some simi-
larities that are really, really 
cool; they also all have a lot of 
differences that make all of 
our cultures unique,” Elwakil, 
a fourth-year studying geogra-
phy, said. “I want them to learn 
more about all of us as contes-

tants and who we are. I think we 
really showcase our personalities 
throughout this entire experi-
ence and so that’s going to be re-
ally cool to showcase throughout 
the night and have people learn 
more about who we are, as well 
as our causes.”

Contestant Khamaal Akinwan-
de, who competed as Mr. Nige-
ria and advocated for increased 
prostate cancer resources, said 
he hoped attendees would see 
ASA as more than just another 
student organization on campus.

“I hope they leave here with 
an interest in not just my cul-
ture, but all of the contestants’ 
culture,” Akinwande, a first-year 
studying cybersecurity, said. “I 
hope they understand that ASA is 
a place where we don’t just come 
to talk about classes or the work-
load or how our week is going. We 
come to truly engage with others, 
learn about our cultures and how 
we can cultivate those cultures 
to build a stronger bond between 
each other.”

The pageant concluded at 10 
p.m. following the crowning of 
Ader Deng, a first-year studying 
cybersecurity who advocated for 
increased educational resources 
as the pageant’s first Mr. South 
Sudan, and Zara Amos, a first-
year studying political science 
who advocated for ending period 
poverty as Miss Ghana, as Mr. 
and Miss Africa. 

They were crowned by Wisdom 
Moses, ASA’s public relations 
chair and 2025 Mr. Africa winner.

Ian Mwaura, who travelled to 
University Park from Williams-
port to attend the pageant, said 
he believed Deng’s and Amos’s 
victories were well deserved 
based on what he saw during 
events, such as the talent show, 
and the causes they presented.

“Mr. South Sudan, he did his 
thing, his talent definitely stood 
out, his principles and what he 
stands for also stuck out and the 
same thing with Miss Ghana,” 
Mwaura, a third-year studying 
heating, ventilation and air con-
ditioning engineering technol-
ogy at the Pennsylvania College 
of Technology, said. “Everybody 
talks about the problems that 
go on in the world but to actu-
ally make an organization at 
such a young age, to tackle them 
and get your hands dirty and do 
something about it, that’s very  
commendable.”

To email reporter: jwc6496@psu.edu
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