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Monday, Sep. 30
.............................................................

1 p.m. to 7 pm. ‘Allen Street Jam’

Tuesday, Oct. 1
.......................................................

11 a.m. to 4 p.m. ‘Past to Present’
7 p.m. ‘For the Glory Talent’ Show

Wednesday, Oct. 2
....................................................................

2 p.m. to 7 p.m.
‘Best of Penn State’ Carnival

Friday, Oct. 4
..................................................

1 p.m. to 3 p.m. 
Student-Alumni Ice Cream Social
6 p.m. Homecoming Parade

Saturday, Oct. 5
............................................................

12 p.m. Penn State vs. Purdue

By Melissa Manno 
 THE DAILY COLLEGIAN

The tradition of Penn State’s 
homecoming — the weekend 
coined “Alumni Home-coming” — 
commenced Oct. 9, 1920, and in-
cluded a plethora of events, such 
as the iconic parade of alumni 
and students prior to the football 
game. 

And through the years, its his-
tory of crowning royalty is rich in 
memories and modifications. 

In 1972, the tradition of crown-
ing a queen was eliminated due 
to protests against beauty stan-
dards, objectification of women 
and lack of diversity evident in its 
chronicle. However, in 1983, the 
election of Homecoming queen 
was restored with the addition of 
a king on the ballot.

Regarding marginalized rep-
resentation, black students didn’t 
see a queen that looked like them 
until 1969 when Almaria Eber-
hardt was crowned — 49 years 
after the first Homecoming. 

“I don’t think [African Ameri-
cans] expected to be a part of 

Homecoming,” alumnus Darryl 
Daisey said. “Many of us didn’t 
know there had been a black 
Homecoming queen before we 
got there, and we would have 
been surprised to find out be-
cause, at the time, black students 
made up 2 percent or less of the 
total population at Penn State. I 
don’t know if we thought it was 
even a possibility.”

Daisey, who attended Penn 
State from 1979-83, has a pas-
sion for history that can be seen 
through his compilation of black 
history at Penn State. Titled “Af-
rican American Chronicles: Black 
History at Penn State,” photos of 
black Homecoming kings and 
queens are shown in a timeline 
spanning from 1855 to 2014. 

Daisey said a reason he loves 
sharing history is because most 
often, people don’t know about it.  

On Oct. 14, 1992, John Mitchell  
was crowned, making him Penn 
State’s first Black Homecoming 
King.  At the time of his crowning, 
he was a senior in administration 
and justice, a feature twirler, a 
member of Alpha Phi Alpha fra-

ternity, co-chair of the National 
Pan-Hellenic Council and the 
African American Studies Room 
and chairman of Ebony and Ivory 
Week.

But it wouldn’t be until 2005 
when both titles were held simul-
taneously by black students when 
Tahiirah Allen and Theodore 
Jackson were crowned.  

The third black queen was 
crowned the following year in 
2006 with the election of Shartaya 
Mollett, a human development 
and family studies major from 
Pittsburgh. 

Next came Philadelphia na-
tive Tracey Edouard who won the 
Homecoming crown in 2012, mak-
ing her Penn State’s fourth black 
queen. Edouard was a Resident 
Assistant for three years and in-
volved in student government 
and orchestra. Although her in-
volvement at her university was 
substantial, she said she didn’t 
think she stood a chance against 
her counterparts.   

“At first I was very intimidated 
just by the thought of being in-
volved only because I knew how 

prestigious it was and I personally 
didn’t think I had the credentials 
necessary to be selected even for 
the court, let alone be crowned as 
homecoming queen,” Edouard 
said. “I was the complete under-
dog. The people running against 
me had so many accolades that 
they had accomplished so I just 
didn’t think I could possibly win.”

Edouard reminisced on the 
moment she heard her name an-
nounced as queen, saying she re-
members immediately crying and 
being in complete shock. When 
Edouard graduated, she added 
“HC Queen” on her class ring, 
which she wears every single day. 
For her, it’s a reminder that the 
Penn State community doesn’t 
end after graduation. 

“I always love to relive those 
memories and marvel over how 
much of a full circle moment it 
was for me to go from being a 
loner and having no self-esteem 
in high school, really trying to find 
myself and find my voice,” Ed-
ouard said, “and then coming full 
circle as a senior in college being 
crowned Homecoming queen at a 
university as prestigious as Penn 
State.”

But winning the title meant so 
much more to Edouard than just 
a crown. In addition to recover-
ing from the struggles she faced 
in high school, Edouard also 
saw meaning in the representa-
tion that came along with her 
crown as she was the only African  
American female on the court in 
2012.

“In my eyes, I already felt like 
I was playing to a disadvantage 
because how often did it happen 
when an African American girl 
was crowned queen?” she said. “I 
remember part of the reason so 
many students were rallying be-
hind me was because there was 
a lack of representation and they 
wanted to see someone of color 
win and see someone on the bal-
lot that can represent them.”

Rhonda Bates became the sec-
ond consecutive and fifth overall 
black homecoming queen when 
she was crowned on Oct. 12, 2013.  

Bates was a human development 
and family studies major and 
served as the president of the 
Student Minority Advisory and 
Recruitment Team and co-direc-
tor for the Martin Luther King 
Day of Service. 

Similar to Edouard, even with 
these accomplishments, Bates 
felt she wouldn’t be an ideal can-
didate for Homecoming Queen. 
When she found out her friends 
and residents were nominating 
her, she decided to go through 
with it because she thought it’d 
be a memorable experience. 
However, she had no anticipation 
of winning the crown.

“The actual process allowed 
me to become so engaged and re-
ally appreciate the entire experi-
ence and not take it for granted,” 
Bates said. 

“My love for Penn State made 
me embrace the whole experi-
ence. My senior year was the best 
year ever because I participated 
in Homecoming.”

Just like the previous year’s 
queen, she said was shocked 
when she heard her name an-
nounced on the field as queen. 

“I didn’t process it,” Bates said. 
“I was in a state of shock…being 
the fifth African American home-
coming queen and coming from 
the intercity. It took me 24 hours 
to process it. It was really hum-
bling.”

As a tour guide, she said she 
used her title to show prospective 
students that they can accom-
plish anything regardless of their 
race. 

By boosting her royalty status, 
she showed diverse families that 
their kids could excel here if they 
chose to. 

“Being an African American 
woman and being black at a pre-
dominantly white institution like 
Penn State meant a lot because 
my peers saw what I accom-
plished, and it showed them they 
could accomplish things like that 
too.”

To email reporter: mzm607@psu.edu.
Follow her on Twitter at: @melissm8.

A royal perspective on representation

Collegian File Photo

Tracey Edouard gets crowned Homecoming Queen during the Homecoming Pep Rally at Rec Hall in 2012.

By James Langan
For the Collegian

The Penn State community has 
done this before — 99 times to be 
exact. 

As the university moves for-
ward into a new era, it is impor-
tant that people do not forget all 
that has happened in the years 
prior, which is why the Home-
coming Executive Committee 
deemed this year’s theme to be 
“A Century of Stories.”  

The celebratory week began 
with a special Homecoming con-
cert on Sept. 28, organized by the 
Student Programming Associa-
tion (SPA). 

The concert acted as a kickoff 
to the week-long festivities. 

DJ Gryffin performed in Alum-
ni Hall to an eager crowd. 

The homecoming excitement, 
however, does not end there.

The annual festivities will con-
tinue from 1 p.m. to 7 p.m. on 
Monday, Sept. 30, with the “Al-
len Street Jam.” When asked 
which Homecoming event people 
should most look forward to, Sar-
ah Shoulberg , this year’s Pride 
Events coordinator, mentioned 
the Allen Street Jam because 
many community members from 
all over State College attend. 

The jam is a festival which will 
fittingly be held on Allen Street 
and will feature games, food 
trucks and a variety of perfor-
mances.  

From 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. On Tues-
day, Oct. 1, the HUB-Robeson 
Center will host “Past to Pres-
ent,” which will take a look back 
at Penn State’s history and how 

it has become the widely-known 
and historic institution it is today. 

The “Past to Present” event 
will include performances by stu-
dent organizations and will offer 
food to the Penn State commu-
nity. 

Later that same day, at 7 p.m. 
the “For the Glory Talent Show” 
will take place in the Schwab Au-
ditorium. 

According to the Penn State 
Homecoming website , the show 
will be judged by faculty and stu-
dents — with the top three per-
formers recieving an invitation to 
perform at the upcoming THON 
2020 weekend.  

The continue with the Home-
coming festivities, on Wednesday, 
the “Best of Penn State Carnival” 
will be held on the HUB Lawn 
from 2 p.m. to 7 p.m.

For the first time in the events 
history, it will feature amusement 
park rides. 

Lauren Meyers , the Home-
coming’s Public Relations direc-
tor, feels the addition of amuse-
ment park rides will attract more 
students than have been in atten-
dance in past years. 

 In addition to the newly intro-
duced amusement rides, there 
will be face painting, carnival 
games, inflatables and live per-
formances by different campus 
organizations.  

From 1 p.m. to 3 p.m on Friday, 
Oct. 4, the weekend festivities will 
usher in — beginning with the 
“Student-Alumni Ice Cream So-
cial” in the Hintz-Alumni Center, 
where alumni and students have 
the chance to interact with each 
other as they enjoy ice cream. 

Beginning at 6 p.m. on Friday is 
the highly anticipated Homecom-
ing Parade. 

 The parade also happens to be 
one of the largest student-run pa-
rades in the world. 

Shoulberg (junior-biobehav-
ioral health) feels as though the 
parade is the biggest event of the 
weekend, and because of that, 
she expects it to attract the larg-
est crowd. 

The parade will begin its trip in 
front of the Intramural Building, 
roads will close at 5:30 p.m.

The parade will travel through 
parts of Curtin Road, Bigler 
Road, Pollock Road, Shortlidge 
Road, College Avenue and Bur-
rowes Street.

Before kickoff on Saturday, 
Penn State Homecoming will 
hold a tailgating competition 
where the Penn State faithful can 
show just how dedicated they are 
to the blue and white. 

The tailgates will be judged 
based on their creativity, food, at-
mosphere, pride and quality.

There are numerous catego-
ries for potential winners. 

At long last, it will be 12 p.m. 
and time for the Nittany Lions to 
face off against Purdue at Beaver 
Stadium. 

This 100th Homecoming will 
look to set a standard for its suc-
cessors. 

When asked to describe this 
year’s Homecoming, Myers 
(senior-graphic design) said “ex-
citing,” because it is the 100th 
year. She hopes students, alumni 
and community members alike 
are excited for the week-long               

celebration.

A guide to the 100th  
annual Homecoming week

By Lauren Fox
The Daily Collegian

Though the hustle and bustle of 
Homecoming weekend hasn’t ful-
ly hit yet, sorority and fraternity 
members all over State College 
are getting into the Homecoming 
spirit, preparing for the weekend 
ahead.

Matt Hladik (junior - politi-
cal science) is the homecoming 
chair for his fraternity, Sigma 
Phi Epsilon. For his fraternity, he 
said homecoming is a significant 
weekend, as it is a way to bring 
the alumni and current students 
together.

Because so many graduated 
members of his fraternity are 
present at the annual Homecom-
ing parade, Hladik said they take 

a lot of pride in the appearance of 
their float, as they want it to be 
something that not only they can 
take pride in, but for the alumni to 
see and enjoy as well.

Because the theme of their 
float is “disco,” Hladik said the 
fraternity went with a tie-dye look 
for the float. However, due to safe-
ty regulations, they are limited to 
tissue paper to decorate the float, 
but some “pomping” could do the 
trick.  

“Pomping” is the process of 
weaving tissue paper through the 
chicken wire on the sides of the 
float, and is the standard decorat-
ing method for the floats in the 
Homecoming parade.

Angela Congionti said there 
are a lot of safety regulations in 
place for the floats that people 

outside of greek life may not be 
aware of. For example, the floats 
have to be a specific dimension — 
something Congionti’s sorority, 
Gamma Phi Beta, struggled with.

Though not everyone may take 
the parade and the weekend seri-
ously, Congionti said the weekend 
is significant for her as the Home-
coming chair.

“As the chair I have to go to 
so many events and make sure 
everything is perfect,” Congionti 
(sophomore - business) said. 
“There’s so many rules and I do 
try to take it very seriously so we 
don’t get disqualified.”

Not only are there regulations 
for how the float is decorated and 
structured, but there are also 
expectations for the members 
of greek life to be on their best 

behavior. “We are in charge of 
our whole sorority, so if anyone 
comes under the influence we 
are in charge of them,” Congionti 
said. “We have to make sure ev-
eryone is following the rules of 
Homecoming.” 

Hladik said Homecoming week-
end placed a huge emphasis on 
the alumni of their fraternity. On 
the other hand, Delta Chi brother 
Nick Girardi said not many alum-
ni from his fraternity come out 
for the parade — alumni mainly 
come to meet the brothers and 
revisit the house they once lived 
in.

“Homecoming hasn’t been tak-
en very seriously since I’ve been 
[a] part of the house,” Girardi 
(junior - accounting) said. “But 
that’s something Kyle [the other 

homecoming chair for Delta Chi] 
and I are hoping to change as we 
are just stepping into this role.”

The Gamma Phi Beta and 
Delta Chi float has the theme of 
“Aspen,” and Congionti said her 
favorite aspect of the week so far 
has been finding creative ways 
to decorate with their theme and 
“getting everyone together.”

He explained that before hold-
ing his position, he didn’t really 
know the girls in their partner 
sorority, Gamma Phi Beta — but 
now he hopes to continue hang-
ing out with them. 

“[Homecoming] definitely 
builds relationships that we 
wouldn’t otherwise have.”

To email reporter: lef5224@psu.edu.
Follow her on Twitter at @laurennn_foxx.

How does greek life prepare for Homecoming?
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Freddy Purnell hopes to challenge tradition, exemplify diversity
By Quincy Reese

For the Collegian

Homecoming is a 100-year 
tradition on Penn State’s cam-
pus, but for Homecoming Court 
nominee Freddy Purnell, it is also 
about learning from Penn State’s 
past to better its future. 

Purnell (senior-biology) is 
highly involved in a variety of ad-
vocacy and education groups on 
campus. Since coming to Penn 
State, he realized his passion for 
standing up for the rights of mar-
ginalized communities — a belief 
he said he hopes to spread across 
campus and into Homecoming 
traditions. 

“Now that the panel is gender 
neutral, we’re going to have our 
first gender non-conforming per-
son soon, our first trans person 
soon,” Purnell said. “I’m just 
looking forward to how much 
more accepting the Penn State 
community is going to be.”

As a queer person of color, Pur-
nell said he is proud to represent 
these aspects of himself for oth-
ers and continue to normalize 
diversity on the Homecoming 
Court, as well as at Penn State in 
general. He added he is apprecia-
tive of those who paved the way 
before him to allow LGBTQ peo-
ple of color to feel more accepted 
on campus.

“I’m really excited to be a part 
of the people who are continuing 
to usher Penn State forward to 
a more inclusive and safe envi-
ronment for people regardless 
of their racial, gender or sexual 
identities,” Purnell said.

Celeste Good, one of Pur-
nell’s close friends, said she be-
lieves his nomination brings an  
important representation of  

marginalized groups to this Penn 
State tradition.

“Having representation on the 
Homecoming Court is so impor-
tant, because the whole intersec-
tionality of being queer and trans 
is hard, and you never see your-
self represented in anything,” 
Good (junior-kinesiology) said. 

“I know in the past, Homecom-
ing has been very white dominat-
ed — and that’s not very accurate 
to what this school is about.”

In order to pursue his passion 
for advocacy, Purnell is part of 
a variety of clubs and groups on 
campus that serve this purpose. 

Most notably, he is the presi-
dent of the LGBTQA Student 
Roundtable, vice president of QT-
POC (Queer and Trans People of 
Color), a member of Men Against 
Violence, a Greeks CARE facilita-
tor, a member of the President’s 
Commission for LGBTQ Equity 
and a member of the Straight 
Talks Peer Education Program. 

Purnell is also politically in-
volved on campus, serving as the 
outreach chair for the Penn State 
College Democrats. 

Additionally, he is an active 
member of the Black Caucus 
and the Caribbean Student  
Association, both of which he 

said tie back into his Trinidadian  
culture. 

According to Purnell, being a 
part of these groups has allowed 
him the opportunity to educate 
people on the importance of re-
specting all genders, races and 
sexualities, as well as how to 
properly show respect. 

He said he has had the oppor-
tunity to combat active homopho-
bia, transphobia and racism on 
campus, as well. 

Of all of these experiences, 
Purnell said he believes his in-
volvement in queer advocacy 
groups has left the greatest  

impact on campus. 
He added, however, that Greeks 

CARE and Men Against Violence 
have also been significant in 
shaping people’s viewpoints on 
the topics of consent and sexual 
assault.

Although Purnell has left an 
impact on campus through his 
involvement in clubs and organi-
zations, he said this participation 
has also positively changed him.

“Since I have come to Penn 
State and gotten involved with 
the resources here and gotten in-
volved with the queer community, 
I’ve come out to my family, and 
I’ve developed so much as a lead-
er and an advocate,” Purnell said. 
“It even helped me get in contact 
with my cultural roots.”

Anjanique Julius, another 
friend of Purnell’s, said the drive 
Purnell has to impact Penn State 
is a big part of what makes him a 
good candidate for Homecoming 
Court.

“I feel like Freddy is a very good 
candidate for Homecoming Court 
because he is very passionate. I 
feel like that’s one of the biggest 
things about being on Homecom-
ing,” Julius (senior-food science) 
said. “[You have to be] passion-
ate for the students, known by the 
student body and appreciated by 
them, and I feel that he fits all of 
those categories.”

Good said Purnell is not only 
highly involved with the commu-
nity, but also reliable in all of the 
activities in which he participates 
— qualities she said she believes 
qualify him further for Homecom-
ing Court.

“He gives back to the commu-
nity, so I feel like the community 
should give back to him,” Good 
said.

Aabha Vora/Collegian

Freddy Purnell (senior - biology) poses for a portrait in the HUB-Robeson center on Friday, Sept. 27.

MEET THE COURT

In the eyes of Collegian business manager Colsen Ackroyd,  
Homecoming adds to Penn State’s traditions

By Adriana Guidi
For the Collegian

Editor’s note: Colsen Ackroyd 
is the business manager of The 
Daily Collegian.

After a young Colsen Ackroyd 
purchased his first giant M&M 
cookie from McLanahan’s years 
ago, he knew he needed to be a 
Penn State student one day.  

Now into his senior year at Uni-
versity Park, he said he’s worked 
hard to make a positive impact at 
the university he loves. 

This weekend, Ackroyd (senior-
supply chain and information 
systems) will serve on the Penn 
State’s 2019 Homecoming Court 
— the 100th Homecoming cele-
bration in the university’s history.

For Ackroyd, this nomination 
is not only a personal honor, but 
a memorable experience he is 
excited to share with his family, 
many of whom are Penn State 
alumni. 

“It was not only a huge honor to 
go to Penn State to carry on that 
family legacy, but now in my se-
nior year, I can make them proud 
by being on the court,” Ackroyd 
said. 

Like many other Penn State 
students and fans, emotional 
and personal connection to the 
university feels very familiar to 
Ackroyd. 

“My family always joked that 

they would kick me out of the 
family if I didn’t come here,”  
Ackroyd said. 

To Ackroyd, Homecoming is 
a valuable tradition that comes 
with responsibility. 

“The responsibility is through 
our actions, that we will hold our-
selves and the court to the high-
est honor and to do that by being 
respectful individuals,” Ackroyd 
said.

Management and organization 
professor Ronald Johnson said 
he believes Ackroyd is strong pick 
for the court. 

“In looking at the Penn State 
values list, three stand out for 
me concerning Colsen – respon-
sibility, integrity and excellence,” 
Johnson said. 

“He is a person who is willing to 
step up and take on leadership re-
sponsibility everywhere he goes.” 

Ackroyd said he is excited to 
enjoy the entire week and thank 
all those who have helped him be-
come the person he is today. 

“It will be a way for me to be 
able to recognize all those who 
supported me here, from [Smeal 
College of Business] professors, 
to my coworkers at the Collegian, 
to my roommates, to everyone 
who has played a role in my col-
lege career and thank them and 
show them where I am,” Ackroyd 
said. 

Pierre Coupin, a friend of Ack-
ryod’s, believes that Ackroyd 
stands out from other students 
with his heavy involvement. 

“He embodies what Penn State 
is about,” Coupin (senior-inter-
national politics) said. “A good 
student, an involved student and 
a great person overall — from 

his work with the Collegian to his 
internship at Walmart, he has 
achieved a lot here and that’s why 
he stands out.”

Ackroyd said every person he’s 
met at Penn State has taught him 
something of important value, 
which has made him feel grateful 
for the Penn State community. 

“I thought that I had it all to-
gether and had the answers to a 
lot of things,” Ackroyd said. 

“But later, after falling on my 
face and being completely wrong 
on countless occasions, I think 
my time here has taught me that 
everyone has true value and les-
sons that they can teach me.”  

Aabha Vora/Collegian

Colsen Ackroyd (senior - supply chain) poses for a portrait on Foster Ave in State College on Sunday, Sept 29.

Noah Riffe/Collegian

Graciela Bolanos (senior-community environment and development) 
poses for a photo on Thursday, Sept. 27.

Graciela Bolanos aims to represent  
international students

By Christina Baker
For the Collegian

When she first arrived at Penn 
State, Graciela Bolanos  felt like 
an “outsider.” 

However, that experience is 
what led her to create her own 
community within the university. 

Bolanos (senior-community 
environment and development) 
had not encountered the tradition 
of Homecoming when she was 
growing up in El Salvador. 

Now, she’s a member of the 
Homecoming Court. 

She hopes that as a member 
of the court, she can represent 
experiences similar to hers as a 
Penn State student. 

When she applied to Penn 
State, Bolanos recalls, all she 
knew was that the university had 
a good agriculture program. 

Moving from El Salvador to 
Penn State with imperfect Eng-
lish was difficult for Bolanos. 

She remembers being teased 
for her accent and choosing to go 
by “Gracie” because “Graciela” 
sounded “too foreign.” 

Being treated like an outsider 
shaped Bolanos’s understanding 

of who she was as a Penn State 
student — and who she wanted to 
be for other students.

During her freshman year, 
Bolanos told her resident assis-
tant to call her “Gracie,” her RA 
instead learned how to correctly 
pronounce “Graciela.” 

“She took the time to go above 
and beyond to make sure that I 
felt like I also belonged,” Bolanos 
said. 

Because of that action, she 
was inspired to become an RA as 
well. As an RA, Bolanos said she 
tries to build a community within 
her floor. Fellow RA Hannah Yost 
thinks that Bolanos excels in this 
area.

“[Bolanos’s] floor is so cohe-
sive,” Yost (senior-neuroscience) 
said. “She’s just so welcoming 
and so positive… she’s helped 
residents through different cri-
ses and I know that’s been really 
hard on her in the past.” 

Bolanos always prioritizes oth-
ers’ needs, Yost said. 

In addition to being an RA, 
Bolanos works as a hotline coun-
selor for Centre Safe, a resource 
center for those who have ex-
perienced dating and domestic  

violence, sexual assault or stalk-
ing in Centre County. 

Bolanos was drawn to Centre 
Safe because she wanted to have 
connections to the State Col-
lege community outside of Penn 
State’s campus, and wanted to 
combat issues, like sexual assault 
and gender violence. 

Bolanos’s friend Zach Lewis 
said she puts incredible effort 
into her work with Centre Safe. 

“She will be on call some nights 
and will get up at 2 a.m. to go to 
the hospital to sit with someone,” 
Lewis (sophomore-biobehavioral 
health) said. 

Bolanos is aware that her in-
volvement as an RA and with 
Centre Safe may seem intense, 
but she finds these causes  
rewarding. 

“That’s how I have commu-
nity at Penn State,” Bolanos said. 
“I’ve found pockets of community 
within Penn State that embraced 
me.” 

Bolanos looks forward to rep-
resenting her values and experi-
ences as a member of the Home-
coming Court. ]

Visit collegian.psu.edu to read 
the full story.

Visit collegian.psu.edu during 
the week to read profiles  
on all 10 members of the  
2019 Homecoming Court.
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Students look foward to Homecoming
By Becky Marcinko

The Daily Collegian

Penn State Homecoming annu-
ally attracts students, their fami-
lies and alumni, leaving the town 
feeling full of life and excitement. 

Many students are involved 
in coordinating homecoming 
events through various commit-
tees, while others enjoy the week 
from a spectator’s perspective. 
Homecoming consists of a group 
of events that students plan for 
months. 

Homecoming events have been 
occurring since April, like the 
Day of Service and the Legacy 
Celebration. Penn State Home-
coming 2019 took off in full force 
with the SPA/Homecoming con-
cert. 

The concert featured the DJ 
Gryffin on Sept. 28 at Alumni Hall.

Various events throughout the 
week include the For the Glory 
Talent Show, a student-alumni 
ice cream social and the parade. 
The week will conclude with the 
homecoming football game ver-
sus Purdue University at 12 p.m. 
on Oct. 5. 

“I picture homecoming as the 

high school thing with kings and 
queens, but it’s different here, 
and I don’t really know what all 
goes into that,” Connor Cook, a 
student who is not involved in the 
planning of homecoming, said. 

But, Cook (sophomore-securi-
ty) said he is excited for the game. 

He is especially looking for-
ward to it because it happens to 
fall on his birthday. 

Some students who had not yet 
attended a homecoming parade, 
like Sofia Reyes , were intrigued 
by how a parade would operate 
with so many people involved. 

“I’m not sure what exactly even 
happens during the parade,” 
Reyes (freshman- geoscience) 
said. 

Moreover, Greek life is heavily 
involved in homecoming. Ashley 
Murch  is helping to construct 
her sorority’s float for the parade. 
She said she is looking forward 
to homecoming so her sorority’s 
work could be displayed.

“I’m also excited for the game, 
and I have family coming, so 
that’s great,” Murch (sophomore-
hospitality management) said. 

First-year students like Jenna 
Michalak  and Emily Romberger  

felt all of the homecoming events, 
besides the football game, were 
not advertised enough. 

Michalak (freshman-art educa-
tion) had just recently found out 
about the parade. 

“I’m planning on going to the 

game, but definitely also the pa-
rade now that I know about it,” 
Michalak (freshman-art educa-
tion) said. 

To read the full story, visit   
collegian.psu.edu

Collegian file photo

The Nittany Lion poses for a photo during the Penn State Homecoming 
Parade on Oct. 12, 2018.

By Maddie Aiken 
The Daily Collegian

As Homecoming Weekend 
quickly approaches, many Penn 
State students, alumni and com-
munity members are anticipating 
weeklong celebrations.

However, others just don’t care.
Homecoming has seemingly 

become a staple of Penn State 
life. Events are planned, roads 
are closed, the Lion Shrine is 
guarded and students are chosen 
to represent the university’s val-
ues on the Homecoming Student 
Court.

But despite the university’s 
push for excitement and festivi-
ties during the early October cel-
ebration, some students do not 
care or understand what Home-
coming is. 

Students Jasper Asprer , Mat-
thew Genova  and Camille Bau-
tista  said they don’t really care 
about Homecoming — in fact, 
they didn’t even realize it was this 

weekend, despite the fact that 
they are all football fans. 

Aspects such as the parade, 
community events and the 
Homecoming Court don’t inter-
est any of the three students, 
and Bautista (freshman-business 
management) didn’t even know 
there was a court. 

As a freshman, Genova (fresh-
man-cybersecurity) said he was 
never really informed of Home-
coming, and doesn’t understand 
what it entails.

Asprer (freshman-actuarial 
science) agreed, saying the cel-
ebration doesn’t interest him or 
pertain to him.

“I think it affects such a small 
amount of people,” Asprer said.

However, Kiera Sargent  said 
she is looking forward to Home-
coming, and definitely plans to 
attend the football game — and 
possibly the week-long events 
leading up to the match up 
against Purdue.

Sargent (freshman-English) 
believes the Homecoming aspect 
adds something to the football 
season, making the game more 
suspenseful and exciting for  
students and other Penn State 
fans.

“[Homecoming] brings the 
people that go here closer togeth-
er,” she said. 

“At a big school, it’s something 
to rally around.”

Kyle Funelas  pointed out the 
event seems to be more geared 

toward Penn State’s extensive 
number of alumni, who flood 
to State College for Homecom-
ing Weekend to reminisce their 
college days, watch football 
and soak up the State College  
sun. 

However, like Sargent, Fune-
las (junior-structural engineer-
ing) pointed to the fact that the 
event is one that students and 
alumni can enjoy together.

“Penn State’s Alumni Associa-
tion is one of the top in the coun-
try, they always come back to 
enjoy what was,” Funelas said. 
“For the students, it’s the same 
thing. While you’re in school, 
you want to experience this kind 
of stuff.”

To email reporter: mea5457@psu.edu.
Follow her on Twitter at @madsaiken.

Homecoming: do students care?

100 years of  Homecoming
By Cassandra Kidwell

The Daily Collegian

One hundred years ago, Penn 
State introduced Homecoming 
to the student body, a tradition 
that has evolved, yet remained 
the same in many ways. Genera-
tions of Penn Staters have experi-
enced changes in parades, courts 
and other events that bring the 
Homecoming spirit to life.

The Homecoming tradition 
began in a game against Dart-
mouth on Oct. 9, 1920. Izzy Fran-
ces, the executive director of 
the 100th Homecoming, said the 
2019 anniversary was based off 
of the dates of the 50th and 70th  
anniversaries. 

In her position, Frances  (se-
nior -security risk analysis) 
is in charge of the executive 
committee and its subsequent 
members. She said a goal of 
Homecoming this year was to con-
tinue traditions, without stopping  
innovation. 

“Homecoming Court has seen 
a lot of change over the years,” 
she said. “Last year I was on the 
executive committee when we 
switched to the gender-neutral 
model that instead presents a 
leadership and service award.”

The state of the Homecom-
ing Court and the nomination of 
queens can be directly reflected 
to the era in which it was estab-
lished. The 1952 Homecoming 
queen was advertised to be cho-
sen on the basis of “the girl you 
would most like to come home 
to.” 

Following the years of the court 
choosing, Frances said there 

were various first wave and sec-
ond wave moments in the world 
that were also reflected in Home-
coming Court. Eventually, men 
were added to the court and the 
queen title was temporarily re-
moved. The title was changed to 
“best couple.”

In 2018, Homecoming got rid of 
the popular vote system and the 
five male, five female ratios. The 
application process also became 
more extensive, adding essays 
and resume readings that are 
determined as blind applicants. 
Candidates now go through an 
interview process and eventually 
a popular vote is held with the top 
10, weighted against the resume 
and interview process.

Frances said the idea of com-
munity is emphasized more in 
recent years of Homecoming. Ad-
ditions of the alumni and univer-
sity court keep networks engaged 
and the Homecoming Committee 
aims for the inclusivity of State 
College, as well.

“I think the role of engaging 
with the student body and wel-
coming every member of the 
community home is the driving 
idea that we strive to uphold,” 
Frances said. “We are always 
striving to expand our events, 
so they get more traction with 
people and engage not just the 
student body but the state college 
community at large.”

The successes and adjust-
ments in Homecoming are a 
trial and error process. During 
her freshman year, Frances said 
the event “Pollock Party,” was 
removed from the line of Home-
coming events as it was low  

attendance with not a lot of pay-
off.

Instead, Homecoming decide 
to replace it with the Allen Street 
Jam, a music and food truck fes-
tival that is held on a blocked off 
portion of Allen Street. Another 
adjustment this year is adding 
full scale carnival rides on the 
HUB Lawn for the carnival on 
Wednesday, Oct. 2.

Despite the changes, tradi-
tions are still alive within Penn 
State Homecoming. Some greek 
life competitions are still contin-
ued today like the banner com-
petition, float competition and 
mad hatter competition. 

Frances said they tried to 
maintain the traditional Penn 
State values of honoring “excep-
tional members of the commu-
nity.” 

Suzanne Clement Libby , Penn 
State alumnus and 1992 Home-
coming queen, went through a 
similar process in her nomina-
tion.

Asked by a member of the 
Panhellenic committee if her 
nomination was okay, Libby was 
eventually chosen to be on the 
five women, five men court that 
was followed by a popular vote by 
students.

Libby said the transitions of 
court are a good way to honor the 
tradition of Homecoming, but still 
acknowledge the changes society 
makes.

Libby’s Homecoming experi-
ence is coming full circle on Sat-
urday’s game day, as Purdue is 
the same team Penn State played 
during her Homecoming. 

It was a very special game for 
Libby and the rest of her home-
town, as they already planned to 
attend the game for a high school 
friend who was the captain of the 
Purdue football team. 

“There were three tour buses 
of people from my community 
coming to watch him play,” Libby 
said. “My seventh-grade home-
room teacher, best friends and 
more all were there.”

Although in her nomination, 
her parents had to switch their 
bus to come earlier in the week to 
see her crowning.

“It was a tremendous honor for 
me, to even have been part of the 
process regardless of the final 
selection,” she said. “Throughout 
the process, it was about Penn 
State and your connection to it 
and the values of the university.”

Dale Hoffman , a member of 
the current Homecoming Alumni 
Court and graduate of the class 
of 1972, has been involved with 

Homecoming since retiring to 
State College. 

During the years of Hoff-
man’s attendance at Penn State, 

nationwide movements were re-
flected heavily in the Homecom-
ing process, with both the Viet-
nam War and social movements 
happening.

Hoffman said in his time at 
school there was a protest over 
the crowning. In 1969, feminist 
groups at Penn State were fight-
ing against the way they believed 
a queen was chosen – based on 
appearance and personality rath-
er than achievements.

In following years, the Home-
coming Court began to allow men 
to apply to be on court and tried 
to improve crowning criteria. The 
title of Homecoming queen was 
removed and re-added multiple 
times. In 1973, a male contender 
decided to run for Homecoming 
queen to show that “the univer-
sity is receptive to change.”

This fight for what was the best 
way to go about Homecoming 
Court was relived in past years, 
as the court was adjusted to the 
growing societal norms of today. 

In the changes of Homecom-
ing, Hoffman related it to the 
changes seen all throughout the 
school. With an electrical engi-
neering degree, Hoffman said 
only 12 percent of his engineering 
graduating class were women.

He emphasized the importance 
in the growth of these numbers, 
in all realms of Penn State.

“I think it’s great that we are 
looking at everybody and giving 
everyone an equal opportunity,” 
he said. “The changes every year 
are good, as it reflects where 
we’re going and what we’re try-
ing to do.” 

Hoffman shared a concern 
with taking away the “king” and 
“queen” titles that have been 
a part of Homecoming tradi-
tion for so long. He worries that 
the attempt at inclusiveness 

will allow for the court to be  
uneven in its male to female ratio. 

Despite the politicization of 
Homecoming Week in Hoffman’s 
time, he said a large part of 
Homecoming was simply football 
and the greek competitions. 

The Penn State football team 
was in one of its peaks during 
Hoffman’s years. On his seventh 
season coaching, Joe Paterno 
even crowned the 1970 Home-
coming queen, after leading Penn 
State to two undefeated seasons 
in 1968 and 1969.

Penn State Homecoming has 
made strides to make the week 
more than greek life and football, 
opening float competitions to all 
organizations and adding many 
events to the week.

In this growth, Hoffman said 
alumni chapters and members of 
the Blue and White Society began 
to return to Penn State for the pa-
rade, creating a larger experience 
of Homecoming for everyone with 
the growth of the parade.

“I remember coming back [to 
State College] in the 90s where 
Homecoming began to include 
the alumni band — the parade 
began to grow to what it is today,” 
Hoffman said.

Hoffman previously marched 
with the Centre County Alumni 
chapter and visited Penn State 
prior to moving back to State Col-
lege. Now, he will experience a 
different part of Homecoming in 
being a part of the court.

“I’m really excited to be in the 
court this year because of the 100 
year anniversary,” Hoffman said. 
“It’s something you would never 
dream of when you go to college 
— being in the Homecoming 
Court in a whole new way.”

To email reporter: cpk5275@psu.edu.
Follow her on twitter at @cassiewellkid.

Caitlin Lee/Collegian

The homecoming logo is revealed during the Blue-White game at Beaver 
Stadium on Saturday, April 21, 2018.

Collegian file photo

An Army ROTC cadet guards the lion shrine after the Homecoming 
Parade on Friday, Nov. 10, 2017.
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ATTENTION
TRADITIONAL HAY RIDES. 
Bonfire feast. Music. 
Transportation available. Large 
and small groups. Call Nittany 
Mountain Trail Rides. 
814-880-5100

HELP WANTED
ARE YOU LOOKING for a part-
time job that will schedule you out-
side of your class time? If so, 
please apply today: 
www.taocc.org. Earn $13 per hour 
working in fun and rewarding posi-
tions with The Arc of Centre 
County!
We even have positions that will 
pay you to sleep! The Arc of 
Centre County is recruiting 
employees to support individuals 
with intellectual disabilities in 
group home settings, personal 
homes, and in the community. All 
training is provided! EOE/United 
Way Member

BUY  I T
L i o n  s l i s t'SEL L  I T R ENT  I T

© 2019 PuzzleJunction.com

W O R D  S E A R C H © Pappocom

C r o s s w o r d

By Dylan Jacobs
The Daily Collegian

This Saturday marks the 100th 
homecoming game in Penn State 
history, and with so many games, 
there are sure to be some memo-
rable moments.

Some of Penn State’s most his-
toric moments took place during 
homecoming, and here are five 
that stand out:

5. The first homecoming
Penn State’s first ever home-

coming game was certainly full of 
drama.

In 1920, the Nittany Lions snuck 
out a 14-7 win over Dartmouth, 
thanks to a pick-six by W. Glenn 
Killinger in the final minutes.

The capacity crowd of 12,000 
was treated to a great game, 
setting the stage for 98 more  
homecoming games.

4. Larry Johnson’s  
monster game

No. 21 Penn State took the field 
against Northwestern in the 2002 
homecoming, and Larry Johnson 
decided to take it over.

The running back rushed for a 
then school-record 257 yards and 
three touchdowns, leading the 
Nittany Lions to a 49-0 rout of the 
Wildcats.

That game was a catalyst for 
Johnson, who had his historic 
2,087 yards rushing and 20 touch-
downs.

3. Saquon starts  
with a bang

The 2017 installment of the 
homecoming game saw Penn 
State debut its throwback uni-
forms, and the game got started 
in a big way.

Saquon Barkley, who had just 
begun returning kicks, took the 
opening kickoff all the way back 
for a touchdown.

It was a spark to Penn State, 
giving them the lead it never gave 
back.

The Nittany Lions got a domi-
nant win 45-14.

2. Matt McGloin’s  
dramatic comeback

The 2012 homecoming game 
was one of the more dramatic in 
its history.

Trailing against Northwestern 
28-17 in the fourth quarter, Matt 
McGloin led the Nittany Lions 
back during the final frame, cap-
ping off the comeback with a five-
yard touchdown run by the quar-

terback in the final minutes.
Penn State won the game 38-28, 

and it was certainly a feel-good 
win during a time around State 
College where that was hard to 
find.

1. The catch

Could it really be anything 
else?

As Allen Robinson reached 
up and snagged a highlight-reel 
catch to spark Penn State’s come-
back win over No. 18 Michigan, 

it was obvious how historic this 
game would be.

His grab led to the game-tying 
touchdown from Hackenberg, 
and then four overtimes later, Bill 
Belton finished off the game and 
gave the Nittany Lions the upset 
win.

It was a monumental win for 
the program, and it took place on 
an important day for many Penn 
Staters.

To email reporter: dkj5109@psu.edu.
Follow him on Twitter at @DylJacobs.

The biggest moments
Before the 100th homecoming game this Saturday, here are the  

top five moments this game has provided

Collegian file photo

Allen Robinson (8) catches the ball at the 1-yard line to set up the game 
tying touchdown at the end of the fourth quarter against Michigan.

Collegian file photo

Matt McGloin (11) dives into the endzone; bringing the score to 31-28. 
The Nittany Lions went on to win the game against Northwestern.



The Daily CollegianPHOTOPage 6 | Sept. 30-Oct. 2, 2019

November 1

ARE YOU INTERESTED 
IN RESEARCH?

For more information visit pa.spacegrant.org

Paid internships available for spring semester! 

The Women in Science and Engineering Research (WISER) 
and the Minority Undergraduate Research Experience
(MURE) programs is o�ering paid internships for spring! 

Application Deadline: 

The principal funder for WISER and MURE is NASA through 

Phone: 814-865-2535  •  Email: spacegrant@psu.edu
2217 Earth-Engineering Sciences Building

HOMECOMING through the years

Collegian File Photo

Fraternity Alpha Zeta floats by the Allen Street gates during the 2007 homecoming 
parade on Oct. 12, 2007.

Collegian File Photo

Members of the 2004 Penn State Homecoming Court and homecoming commit-
tee play tug-of-war with freshmen on the East Halls Quad on Tuesday, Oct. 19, 2004.

Collegian File Photo

Students greet the Nittany Lion on the Old Main patio during the 2010 Penn State 
Homecoming Carnival on Wednesday, Oct. 6, 2010.

Collegian File Photo

Homecoming Court member Ryan Brown (senior-intergrative arts) rides the me-
chanical bull outside Old Main during the Homecoming Carnival on Wednesday, 
Oct. 3, 2012.

Collegian File Photo

The THON 2013 float enthusiastically travels down College Ave. while displaying 
the new theme during the Homecoming parade Friday afternoon, “Inspire Tomor-
row’s Miracles”, on Friday, Oct 5, 2012.

Collegian File Photo

Blue Sapphire Rachel Reiss leads the Penn State Blue Band on College 
Avenue at the Homecoming Parade on Friday Sept. 26th, 2014.

Collegian File Photo

Homecoming grand marshal Keegan-Michael Key leads the fans in the ‘We Are’ 
chant during a timeout during the homecoming game against Indiana at Beaver 
Stadium on Saturday, Oct. 10, 2015.

Collegian File Photo

The Nittany Lion poses for a photo with fans during the Penn State Homecoming 
Parade on West College Ave in downtown State College on Friday, Oct. 12, 2018.
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