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Penn State first-years share new experiences

By Louise Bennett
THE DAILY COLLEGIAN

With Monday being the first
day of classes of the school year,
Penn State first-years have of-
ficially transitioned from high
school to college.

They’ve moved on from living
with their parents and eating
home-cooked meals to sharing a
dorm with a roommate and eat-
ing in the dining halls.

With so many firsts happening
this week, some first-year stu-
dents have weighed in on their
first impressions of the college
lifestyle.

Angelica Calisi said her first
few days weren't easy, but it
has gotten better as time has
progressed.

“I’'ve been here since last Mon-
day,” Calisi, a first-year studying
nursing, said. “It was rough at
first because I knew absolutely
no one, but everyone is really
good at encouraging you to talk

to people, and I feel like I have

met a lot of people already I can
really connect with,” Calisi said.

Calisi said the CATA bus sys-
tem on campus is still confusing
to her and her friends.

“We just know the Blue Loop
and White Loop go downtown.
We're still figuring it out, but
we’re surrounded by students
that can help,” Calisi said.

Christina Gutkowski said she
almost never takes the bus be-
cause she loves the walk around
campus.

“The walk is like 15 minutes,
but it is such a pretty campus,”
Gutkowski, a first-year studying
kinesiology, said. “I feel like the
walk goes pretty fast.”

Gutkowski wasn’t the only
first-year to comment on the
appearance and commodities
available on campus.

Haven Sanchez said
campus is very welcoming.

“I think it is very lively,” San-
chez, a first-year studying psy-
chology and criminology, said.
“There is a lot to do on and off
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Students walk to classes on the first day of fall semester in the hot Au-
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campus, and I really like my
professors.”

Sanchez also said that she
likes the benches and “nooks
and crannies” available on cam-
pus where you can hang out.
She specifically likes the lounge
downstairs in the Chemical
and Biomedical Engineering
Building.

She also said it’s been a big
adjustment to have roommates,
but it’s going well so far.

“I grew up with siblings, but
being in the same physical room
with someone is different,” San-
chez said. “Because I am in a
triple, it’s very different than
having alone time when you’re in
your room.”

Tanner Ligetti said he’s loving
his current living situation.

“I live in McKean. I'm rooming
with one of my best friends, and
our whole floor has done events
and had a good time together,”
Ligetti, a first-year studying
kinesiology, said. “Our neighbors

are chill. It’s been really fun.”

Aidan Riley said he also loves
his roommates so far and the fun
activities that the campus has to
offer.

“I love it here, everyone is so
nice,” Riley, a first-year studying
communications, said. “So many
people and everyone is getting
along.”

Riley said one of the biggest
downsides has been how busy
the CATA buses are around
campus.

“The buses are a little crowd-
ed, but that’s because everyone
has to do what they have to do,”
Riley said.

Other than dining hall food,
dorms and new roommates, an-
other big change for new Penn
Staters can be making new
friends.

Meredith Junker said she is
fortunate that she has already
made a lot of new friends.

“It was an adjustment, but
it’s going really well,” Junker, a
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Firstyear students walk to the Bryce Jordan Center for New Student Convocation. Students wear different
colored shirts that correspond to their academic colleges.

first-year studying Kkinesiology,
said. “I've been hanging out with
some friends from home and
friends from here, so it’s been
pretty fun.”

Nick Buluse said he got used
to the campus, the bus system
and making friends during sum-
mer session, and it has made the
fall an easier adjustment.

However, Buluse, a first-year
in the division of undergraduate
studies, had a piece of advice to
offer all new incoming first-years
on campus.

“Don’t be nervous to talk to
people. You could be making
friends that you could have for
the rest of your four years,” Bu-
luse said.

“Coming from someone
who is pretty nervous to talk
to people and shy, I would say
start talking to people and
meeting your professors.”

To email reporter: Ifb5300@psu.edu.
Follow her on X @louise__bennett.
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West Halls Resident Assistants host a game of bingo for residents on  The Nittany Lion mascot hypes up the crowd at Be A Part From The Start, a pep rally for first-year students
the first day of classes. coming to Penn State.
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The Hintz Family Alumni Center
Sienna Pinney/Collegian ~ UNdergoes construction during the
The Lion Ambassadors sing the alma mater arm-in-arm at the end of the Be A Part From The Start pep rally hosted for first-year students. The Lion beginning of the fall semester.
Ambassadors are the student sector of the Penn State Alumni Association.
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A bunny hops along the lawn in front of the Willard Building on the first  Students walk along a shaded pathway in Pattee Mall on their way to their classes on the first day of the fall
day of classes. semester.

THE NITTANY
LIONS ARE
OFFICIALLY BACK
IN HAPPY VALLEY.
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Penn State men’s soccer midfielder Kojo Dadzie runs after the ball during the match against the Army Black
Knights at Jeffrey Field.
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First-year Penn State students cheer during the Be A Part From The Start
pep rally.
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Sienna Pinney/Collegian  First.year students and their Women’s  soccer  midfielder
Penn State THON’s executive director Keegan Sobczak speaks at the Be A Part From The Start pep rally. THON - ¢5ilies cross the street to East Kayleigh Herr heads the ball during

is the world’s largest student-run philanthropy.

Halls during move-in weekend. the match against West Chester.
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HUB poster sale turns 10

By Daniela White
THE DAILY COLLEGIAN

Started by “a guy in a van 40
years ago” the College Poster
Sale Company has provided
printed images as decorations for
years.

The sale included over 1,000
unique posters of films, television
shows and music albums, but
also fine art and photography.

William Snyder, an employee at
the poster sale, said the company
has been coming to University
Park for the last 10 years.

Starting off at the beginning of
the week, Snyder said the most
popular purchases have been
Chappell Roan, “Utopia,” Taylor
Swift and SZA posters.

“Come by and check us out,”
Snyder said. “Get something
good for your room.”

Located on the first level of the
HUB-Robeson Center, students
can buy posters from 9 a.m. to 7
p.m. until Friday. The sale offers
majorly discounted prices for the
prints, with 24x36 posters selling
for $12.95, 11x17 for $8.95 and 8x10
for $6.95.

With stands of posters ranging
from Vincent van Gogh to por-
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Students check out posters provided by the College Poster Sale Company in the HUB-Robeson Center. The
contents of the posters range from fine art reprints and designs to pop stars and movies.

traits of Lana Del Rey, the sale
had an expansive lineup of print-
ed pieces.

Larger posters on tables lined
the perimeter of the sale while
stands at the back of the room

were filled with smaller posters
in boxes for students to funnel
through.

When Brooke Dougherty went
to the poster sale in between
classes, she was amazed by how

many different choices of prints
there were.

“It was almost overwhelm-
ing by how many things there
were,” Dougherty, a second-year
studying public relations, said.

After browsing the numerous
selections, Dougherty bought two
posters for her new apartment:
a Vogue magazine cover and an
abstract piece.

In need of new decorations for
his apartment, Kevin Rolzhausen
said going to the poster sale was
“a must.”

“I have nothing up on my
walls,” Rolzhausen, a second-
year studying accounting, said.
“It’s kind of depressing.”

Flipping through the posters
and shuffling through pictures for
a few minutes, Rolzhausen ended
up leaving with two large posters
and one smaller one.

Rap, pop, hip-hop and other
genres of music pumped from a
speaker while students funneled
in and out of the sale.

The poster sale wasn’t only
an opportunity to purchase new
room decor, but also a space for
students to share their interests
with friends while browsing in
small groups before returning to
classes or grabbing food in the
HUB.

To email reporter: drw5694@psu.edu.
Follow her on X at @danielarswhite.

Students reflect on first day of class

By Emily Lin
THE DAILY COLLEGIAN

The first day of class looks a lit-
tle different for everyone at Penn
State.

While some students may have
a jammed schedule with back-to-
back classes, others might be one
and done.

Geraldine Cruz-Hernandez
had two classes and didn’t have
to go to her scheduled labs, which
made her day “much better.”

Cruz-Hernandez, a second-
year studying forensic science,
was also looking forward to uti-
lizing new technology for her
classes.

“I'm excited to take notes with
my new tablet,” Cruz-Hernandez
said. “It’s something I've learned
I need for my science classes, so
I’'m excited to get to study for my
classes that way.”

Sam Wilson expressed her en-
thusiasm about the first day af-
ter all of her professors seemed
friendly, and she’s particularly
excited about her fiction writing
class, ENGL 212.

“I think my favorite class is def-
initely going to be the fiction writ-
ing class because all my friends
are in it,” Wilson, a second-year
studying communications, said.

Sherry Zhang said she had a
great first day of classes while
attending machine learning and
game theory, which were both
interesting to her.

“So far the classes haven’t been
challenging, but I know they’re
going to become more difficult
as the semester progresses,”
Zhang, a fourth-year studying
computer science, said.

Zhang also said she’s particu-
larly excited about the machine
learning class because “Al is the

hype right now.”

Some students like Jes-
sica Ledesma and Emily Main
found their first days to be
overwhelming.

“It was pretty hectic because I
didn’t know what to expect from
the professors and what we were
going to be doing,” Ledesma, a
fourth-year studying accounting,
said.

Despite this, she said she’s
looking forward to reconnecting
with friends and being back in the
academic setting.

As a new upperclassmen, Main
expressed concerns about this
year in her major.

“I heard that junior year is
your hardest year as an engineer,
and that is proving to be true al-
ready because I already have two
quizzes due,” Main, a third-year
studying biomedical engineering,
said. Some seniors like Jasmine

INTRODUCING

Upchurch went into this year see-
ing the end goal — graduation.
“Now that I'm really focused
on graduating and being able to
get out of here in May, I had to
really double down on my credits

to make sure I have everything
squared away,” Upchurch, a
fourth-year studying psychology
and Spanish said.

To email reporter: eml6121@psu.edu.
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Penn Staters discussed their thoughts on the first day of class and the

beginning of the fall semester.
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MY VIEW | JULIA FREDERICK

Don’t fear the undecided

Do you know what you want
to do with the rest of your life?
No? Me neither!

With the arrival
of a new school
year comes two
important ques-
tions: what do I
want to major in,
and what do I
want to do post-
graduation?

For some, this
decision is an easy one. For oth-
ers, the choice isn’t always
clear.

It’s only one of the biggest
decisions you will make in life,
one that you will devote at least
four years and a pretty penny
to.

No pressure.

When I arrived at Penn State
as a first-year division of under-
graduate studies student, the
fear of not knowing what I want-
ed to do was absolutely over-
whelming.

I was bouncing between a few
ideas, but I really wasn’t sure
what I wanted to spend the rest
of my life dedicated to.

Everyone else seemed to
have the next 10 years meticu-
lously planned out while I was
dodging well-intended inquiries
from family and friends.

If you'’re feeling the panic and
pressure like I was — you’re
not alone.

What I've learned in my time

Frederick

as a Penn State student is it’s
OK to not know.

Penn State’s Division of
Undergraduate Studies houses
nearly 25% of incoming first-
year students, which means
approximately one-quarter of
your class is in the same unde-
cided boat.

Being undecided shouldn’t be
viewed as a negative experi-
ence. It provides you the oppor-
tunity to discover, explore differ-
ent disciplines and find the right
fit for you.

It’s also important to remem-

ber that nothing is permanent,
so don’t be afraid to change
your mind.

If you don’t feel at home in
your declared major; that
doesn’t mean that you've failed.
Change indicates growth and
evolution, it’s a necessary part
of everyone’s journey.

Switching your major, which
should be given careful thought
and consideration, isn’t uncom-
mon. According to a 2017 report
published by the National Cen-
ter for Education Statistics,
around 33% of bachelor-degree-

Isabella Viteri/Collegian

seeking students have changed
their major at least once.

Penn State offers over 275
majors, and while that may
seem intimidating, it means
that the possibilities are end-
less. There is something for
everyone at Penn State, you just
have to trust the process and
find it.

Finding your passion does
take work, so try new things,
take classes that sound inter-
esting and talk to your peers.
Don’t be discouraged if a disci-
pline isn’t an immediate fit.

During my first year, I loaded
my schedule with classes I
thought I'd be interested in.
Even the classes that I didn’t
pursue as a major were still an
invaluable part of my academic
growth.

Use the process of elimina-
tion. You truly never know
unless you try, and college is
the time to explore as much as
you can.

While in the midst of trial and
error, don’t force yourself onto a
timeline. Make an effort not to
compare the experience of oth-
ers to yours, everyone takes col-
lege at their own pace.

I’'m a third-year English
major, and I didn’t declare my
major until the spring of 2024. It
took me a while to get here, but
that doesn’t make the process
any less valid.

Do I have a step-by-step plan
for what I’ll do after gradua-
tion? No, but I trust that with
some work and dedication, I’ll
figure it out and so will you.

College is a journey. Don’t
rush to the finish line, enjoy the
race.

Julia Frederick is a columnist for the
Daily Collegian. She is a third-year study-
ing English with a minor in technical
writing and a business fundamentals
certificate. Her hometown is Perkiomen-
ville, Pa. Email her at jmf7052@psu.edu
and follow her on X at @julia75826.
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If you were to ask me how I
felt just over two years ago,
when I’d just graduated high
school and was
planning the
start of my Penn
State journey, I
would have said
one word — ter-
rified.

Back then, I
felt like my high
school career had gotten away
from me.

While I'd made grades I was
satisfied with and graduated
with honors, I felt like I hadn’t
lived up to my fullest potential
in those years.

College was a whole new
landscape, and I swore that
these four years were going to
be different.

However, for multiple rea-
sons, I had nobody to tell me
how to accomplish that.

Search engines were no help,
either; all they gave me were
generic study tips, advice spe-
cific to careers I wasn’t sure
about yet or ads for fancy cal-
endar apps.

So, like many of my peers, I
decided to hear from people
who’d been through it, and I
opened social media.

Big mistake.

Once I searched, I was hit

Santiago

MY VIEW | JADZIA SANTIAGO

De-influencing the college

eXperience

with endless streams of con-
flicting advice.

I'll admit that some of it was
reasonable; talking to your pro-
fessors and career counselors,
staying on top of requirements
and going to class are all
important.

I can’t overstate the value of
hard work, keeping busy and
getting involved; if
it weren’t for those
things, I wouldn’t

“Take it from

dinner, you were a failure and
weren’t going to be successful
in life.

Needless to say, all that
searching did was make me
more of a scared first-year,
afraid to do anything for fear of
doing it wrong.

I'm a third-year now, and
here’s what I've learned: an
influencer’s job
is to influence
you to do some-

be writing this col- R thing.

umn today. me, you don’t Sometimes,
However, the that means

other side of the nee.d people influencing you

advice was a night- gnline to help to feel bad

mare. about yourself.

There were vid-
eos talking about
how reinventing
yourself completely

you succeed.”

Jadzia Santiago

So, I stopped
listening, and I
can't stress
enough how

is a necessity, or

about how you need prestigious
internships and leadership
positions right away.

One video I remember dis-
tinctly went something like,
“college isn’t for making
friends. It’s for networking only,
and the people you meet in col-
lege are not your friends.”

The underlying tone of all of
these videos was that if you
didn’t pack your schedule until
it was bursting, or treat fresh-
man orientation like a business

much better my
life got. I've found wonderful
communities in student organi-
zations, made grades I’'m happy
with and landed internships
that have been incredible expe-
riences.

Take it from me, you don’t
need people online to help you
succeed.

It’s important to remember
that these particular influenc-
ers don’t know you, so they
don’t know your personality or
the strengths you have. They

don’t know where you come
from or where you want to go.

Above all, they don’t seem to
know that everyone’s college
experience is different, and it’s
all about finding your own path
to success.

In reality, you should take
your advice from people who
can see what makes you amaz-
ing.

Talk to as many people as
you can, like professors, career
counselors, advisors and your
peers.

They will help you explore
your strengths, whether they’re
ones you’ve been working on or
new ones you didn’t know you
had. Explore as much as you
can, and try as many new
things as possible. Find people
to network with, but also people
to laugh with until 2 a.m. on the
weekends.

Most importantly, turn off
your phone once in a while and
stop listening.

Trust me, you’ll do just fine.

Jadzia Santiago is a columnist and
DEI committee member for The Daily
Collegian. She is a third-year double-
majoring in English and communica-
tion arts and sciences. Email her at
jas9280@psu.edu and follow her on X
at @JadziaASantiago.

We want to hear from you

Send us your comments on our
coverage, editorial decisions and
the Penn State community.

Email: editorinchief@
psucollegian.com
Online: collegian.psu.edu

Postal Mail/In Person: 202
Willard Building, University Park,
PA

Letters should be about 200
words. Student letters should
include class year, major and
campus. Letters from alumni
should include graduation year.
All writers should provide their
address and phone number for

verification. Letters should be
signed by no more than two peo-
ple. Members of organizations
must include their titles if the
topic they write about is connect-
ed with the aim of their groups.
The Collegian reserves the right
to edit letters. The Collegian can-
not guarantee publication of all
letters. Letters chosen also run
on The Daily Collegian Online
and may be selected for publica-
tion in The Weekly Collegian. All
letters become property of Colle-
gian Inc.

Who we are
The Daily Collegian’s editorial

opinion is determined by its
Board of Opinion, which is made
up of members of its Board of
Editors, with the editor in chief
holding final responsibility for
content. The opinions expressed
on the editorial page are not nec-
essarily those of Collegian Inc., a
sepawrate institution from Penn
State.

About the Collegian

The Daily Collegian and The
Weekly Collegian are published
by Collegian Inc., an indepen-
dent, nonprofit corporation with a
board of directors composed of
students, faculty and profession-

als. Penn State students write
and edit both papers and solicit
advertising for them.

During the fall and spring
semesters as well as the second
six-week summer session, The
Daily Collegian publishes Mon-
day through Friday. Issues are
distributed by mail to other Penn
State campuses and subscribers.

Complaints
News and editorial complaints
should be presented to the editor.
Business and advertising com-
plaints should be presented to
the business manager.
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‘I’ve still got nightmares’

Reigniting the intense

By Joel Haas
THE DAILY COLLEGIAN

When Penn State makes the
short trip across the border and
into the mountainous heart of
West Virginia for
a season-opening
clash against the
Mountaineers,
it’ll reignite a rivalry lost in time.

Though the Nittany Lions
haven’t traveled to Morgantown
in over 30 years, there’s been no
love lost between the neighbor-
ing fanbases. As the anticipation
for the 2024 campaign builds and
the preseason banter ramps up,
both squads will enter with clean
slates, but only one can leave
unblemished.

“I'm excited for sure. West Vir-
ginia, they’re a good team, they’re
practicing hard,” running back
Nick Singleton said. “I'm looking
forward to that.”

The last time the Blue Busses
made their way to Morgantown,
no players on Penn State’s roster
had been born, and James Frank-
lin was still playing quarterback
for East Stroudsburg. How-
ever, they’re well aware of the
environment that awaits them.

“It’s a very, very challenging
place to play. For an opener, that’s
going to create some challenges
and issues for us, and a team
that I think is feeling really, re-
ally good about themselves and
has a ton of confidence,” James
Franklin said.

Brett Wright, who played line-
backer for Penn State during its
last trek to Morgantown, fondly
remembers the hatred he expe-
rienced from the Mountaineer
faithful.

“I mean the fans were ornery,
let’s put it that way,” Wright
said. “I've never heard so much
vitriol.”

0.J. McDuffie, who played wide
receiver for Penn State from 1988-
1992, plans to make the trip with
his kids to support his alma mater
despite some bad memories from
previous matchups.

“I've still got nightmares of
Morgantown, I don’t know if I re-
ally wanna go back to be honest,”
McDulffie said.

Though he was the team’s top
target through the air, one of his
fondest memories of the rivalry is

FOOTBALL
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rivalry between Penn State and West Virginia in Week 1

-
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Quarterback Beau Pribula weaves through West Virginia players during the football game against West Virginia on Sept. 2, 2023 in University Park,

Pa. The Nittany Lions won 38-15.

the Nittany Lions’ success in the
run game.

“It seemed like we might have
thrown the ball like 12 times, we
just pounded them with the run,”
McDuffie said. “Me and Terry
Smith took a lot of pride in just
blocking, blocking, blocking.”

Smith, who’s coached the Nit-
tany Lions’ cornerbacks for the
past decade, suited up in the blue
and white as a wide receiver from
1987-1991. A product of western
Pennsylvania, he’s intimately fa-
miliar with the university and its
culture.

“My brother played at West
Virginia, and I grew up with four
or five guys on my street that
played at West Virginia, so I'm
very familiar with Morgantown
and what that stadium is going to
be,” Smith said. “I'm happy we’re
playing at noon there. It can be a
crazy environment, they have a
great fan base.”

The last three times Penn State
played at West Virginia’s Milan-
Puskar Stadium were 1988, 1990
and 1992 — all three games rank
among the nine most-attended in
the stadium’s history. With Penn

State joining the Big Ten and los-
ing its independent status, the
series came to an abrupt halt
during arguably its most intense
period.

When the Nittany Lions open
their season with a trip to The
Mountain State, they’ll undoubt-
edly be faced with another rau-
cous crowd, including a “Stripe
Out” environment of garnet and
gold.

Opening in a hostile environ-
ment leaves little margin for er-
ror for a Penn State squad look-
ing to hit the ground running with
several new pieces across the
coaching staff and roster. Though
there’s been 32 years since the
last game in Morgantown, the ri-
valry has picked up where it left
off.

“I think opening with this type
of game, I think it’s really good
because it motivates and pre-
pares everybody. You better have
your I’s dotted and T’s crossed,
and understand and be prepared
for what that environment will be
like,” Franklin said. “From what I
understand, you can’t find a ticket
to this game.”

Despite the resentment be-

tween the two fanbases, Wright
looks fondly on the culture West
Virginia is known for. Similar to
Pennsylvania, the state is known
for its blue-collar work ethic.

The Mountaineers have em-
braced their state’s reputation,
even releasing all black coal-
themed uniforms this offseason.
According to Wright, the same
work ethic that fuels the state’s
residents is evident in the team’s
playstyle on the gridiron.

“I do believe in culture, and I do
believe that the richness of your
soul, and the type of work that
people do have an influence on
the type of culture of a state and
their reputation,” Wright said. “I
look at that as the highest form of
hard-working, soul-of-the-earth
people, doing the hard work ...
that’s the reputation of West Vir-
ginia and that’s the reputation of
how they play.”

On top of regional and cultur-
al similarities, the two schools
shared in many recruiting battles
over the years. Penn State’s lop-
sided history in the all-time series
undoubtedly contributed to local
recruits’ commitments.

“A lot of states recruit through

the national scope. (For Penn
State) it was the western PA,
Ohio and West Virginia ... a lot
of guys grew up with us,” Wright
said. “You can’t think of Penn
State without Pittsburgh or West
Virginia and that recruiting base,
just tough, hard nosed players
from coal-mining country.”

In a world where Oregon Ducks
and Maryland Terrapins play in
the same conference, many re-
gional elements of the sport are
disappearing as financial profit is
being valued over tradition. But
for two of the most historic pro-
grams in the sport, who reside
just 180 miles apart and share
many cultural similarities, Sat-
urday’s matchup brings with it a
heavy history and a taste of the
past.

“There’ve been tough battles
there. It was the ‘beasts of the
east,” Smith said. “Every time
you strap up and play those guys,
you better be ready to play, be-
cause I'm pretty sure they’ll be
ready.”

To email reporter: jrh6558@psu.edu.
Follow him on X @ Joel_Haas1.

Club Roundnet aims
for 2024 success

By Will Horstman
THE DAILY COLLEGIAN

Run it back.

After facing a disappointing
early exit to Emory University in
the Round of 16 at nationals last
spring, Penn State Club Round-
net aims for redemption in the
2024-25 season.

“We didn’t get the results we
wanted to,” Club vice president
Michael Moniz said. “We really
performed below what I know we
could’ve done.”

Despite the outcome being
less than what was hoped for, the
trip to Minneapolis was still the
highlight of the season for most.

“We still had so much fun in
Minneapolis,” Moniz said. “Hang-
ing out, going out to eat and ex-
ploring the city, it was just a great
time.”

However, the club did find suc-
cess at its qualifying tournament
for nationals, the East Bay Sec-
tionals. With Penn State hosting
the tournament, a lot of people
from the school came out to
support the club.

In the semifinal matchup, Club
Roundnet was tied 2-2 to RIT with
only one more team to play for its
Division I squad.

“Everyone at the sectionals
was watching, and we ended up
pulling it out,” president Jake
Hurst said.

Winning 21-18, Club Roundnet
moved on to the final.

“That was cool to celebrate
with the team and advance to the
finals,” Hurst said.

Club Roundnet’s Division I
squad ended up placing second in
the sectionals competition field,
qualifying it for nationals.

“We secured that power pool
for nationals,” Hurst said.

The club gives its mem-
bers moments and memories
that will highlight their college
experience.

Before attending Penn State,

Hurst visited a spikeball pick-up
event hosted on campus.

“I showed up, and there were
like thousands of nets out,” Hurst
said. “I was like, ‘Holy cow, this is
my type of campus.”

After that weekend, Hurst
made it a priority to join Club
Roundnet once he was a
freshman at Penn State.

In addition to offering the op-
portunity to play spikeball, Club
Roundnet gives the opportunity
for its members to continue their
athletic careers.

Secretary Raylyn Tarquinio
originally planned on being a Di-
vision I beach volleyball player,
but those plans fell through due
to COVID-19.

“I knew I wanted to play some-
thing competitive,” Tarquinio
said. “Spikeball is not as intense
but still fulfills that competitive
drive.”

For its members, Club Round-
net is more than just a club to
play spikeball. The club also al-
lows its members to meet their
closest friends during college.

“Everyone is just so awe-
some,” Treasurer Matt Mesaros
said. “Everyone is so loving and
everyone cares about each
other.”

The club forms a tight bond
between its members, giving
everyone a welcoming
environment.

“It’s nice to have a little com-
munity that I can rely on if I need
something or need someone to
talk to,” Tarquinio said.

Everyone in the club supports
each other. For competitions,
each club is typically separated
into two divisions, Division I
and Division II. While Division I
squads get more attention, Club
Roundnet makes sure to show
support for its Division II squad
too.

At a sectionals tournament,
Club Roundnet’s Division II
squad was in a finals match,

which came down to a few points.

“The entire team was watch-
ing,” Mesaros said, “I think that it
was really special that all the D-I
team was tearing off to be able to
watch the D-II team compete.”

That type of community is
exactly what Hurst wants to build.

As club president, he wants to
use that as a “platform to build a
good culture and community of
people that just love spikeball and
love each other.”

As the core four officers of the
club for the upcoming year, Hurst,
Moniz, Tarquinio and Mesaros
wanted the opportunity to give
back to the club that has already
given them so much.

“I really wanted to be a big part
of the club team just because
it’s given so much to me my first
year,” Mesaros said. “It’s given
me a family and a community.”

Being a core four officer gives
them an opportunity to step up
and take on a bigger leadership
role.

“I wanted to get involved more
than I already was,” Moniz said.
“Ireally wanted to get on the exec
board and give back.”

To serve their community and
help others is a task that was easy
for all four to accept.

“I've always been involved in
community service,” Tarquinio
said.

“So (being secretary) is pretty
easy for me to fulfill.”

Heading into the fall, one goal
remains in everyone’s minds —
win the national championship.

Tryouts will be held at the be-
ginning of the fall semester. In the
same week, Club Roundnet will
host the East Roundnet Series,
which the club hopes will kick-
start a championship season.

“We’re going to bring home a
national championship,” Hurst
said.

To email reporter: wmh5351@psu.edu.
Follow him on X @ WillHorstman_.

Courtesy of Jake Hurst

Penn State Club Roundnet poses with its team banner. The team has
national championship aspirations in 2024 after qualifying in 2023.

Sean Clifford signed

to practice squad

By Avery Hill
THE DAILY COLLEGIAN

Former Penn State quarter-
back Sean Clifford’s NFL career
will live to see another day.
Clifford threw

for 207 yards,
FOOTBALL one touchdown
and one inter-

ception on a 51.2% completion
percentage in the 2024 preseason.

He was drafted by the Packers
in the fifth round with the 149th
overall pick of the 2023 NFL Draft
by Green Bay. After quarter-
back Malik Willis was traded to
the Packers earlier in the week,
Clifford gets a chance to be a
reserve quarterback as part of the
practice squad.

To email reporter: amh8304@psu.edu.
Follow him on X @ official_aveee.

Jackson Ranger/CoIIegi.an er photo

Quarterback Sean Clifford runs as he prepares to throw the ball during
the football game against Maryland at Beaver Stadium on Nov. 12, 2022.



Pace 6 | Frinay, Aus. 30, 2024

SPORTS

THe DaiLy CoLLegIiAN

Drew Allar ‘handles his business’

By Lyle Alenstein
THE DAILY COLLEGIAN

Drew Allar only had to wait one
half before getting his first taste
of college football.

While Sean Clifford remained
in the locker room to open the
third quarter in the 2022 season
opener against Purdue, Allar took
the gridiron at Ross-Ade Stadium
to face a black sea of over 57,000
fans that matched the night sky.

“I think that was really the only
time I was really nervous in my
college career honestly, because I
wasn’t expecting it,” Allar said in
August. “It wasn’t really planned,
it (was) like ‘Hey Drew, if we go
up by this score, you’re going in.”

The Boilermakers had just
marched down the field for a
touchdown to go in front 21-17.
The score by the black and gold
put immediate pressure on the
freshman’s first snaps and wel-
comed him to his first moment of
adversity in college.

“It was a tight game on the
road, primetime game, Thursday
night game, and I was warming
up like ‘alright this is about to
happen, I'm about to go in,” Al-
lar said. “Definitely some nerves,
but as soon as I completed that
first screen pass it was like, ‘OK,
it’s just football at the end of the
daym

The first career completion
went to wide receiver KeAndre
Lambert-Smith for 11 yards, and
Allar finished the drive 2-for-4 for
26 yards.

The gunslinger finished his
freshman year with 10 appear-
ances, going 35-for-60 with four
touchdowns. The buzz for the
former 5-star recruit was evident
as soon as he stepped on campus
and when he flashed in limited
snaps.

Despite the “we want Drew”
chants from the Penn State stu-
dent section every time Clifford
had a miscue, the Happy Valley
faithful had to wait for the 2023
campaign for Allar to fully take
the reins of the offense.

When West Virginia came to
town for a 7:30 p.m. tilt under the
bright lights of Beaver Stadium
for the season opener last year,
the Penn State fans got their first
taste of Allar starting — he made
a statement immediately.

“Welcome to the Drew Al-
lar era” exclaimed play-by-play
broadcaster Noah Eagle as the
gunslinger stepped up into the
pocket to connect with Lambert-
Smith for a 72-yard touchdown
bomb on his first drive, opening
up the floodgates en route to a 38-
15 win over the Mountaineers.

Looking back at it a year later,
Allar said the moment “definitely
hit” as a welcome to the starting
role, but it was the Beaver Stadi-
um roar that resonated with him
most.

“It was more of the atmosphere
of the crowd, there was 110,000
fans there or something like
that,” Allar said. “So just hearing
and feeling the explosion of Bea-
ver Stadium when that play hap-
pened was surreal and something
that I won’t forget for the rest of
my life.”

The Medina, Ohio, native faced
highs and lows during the cam-
paign, including losses to Ohio
State and Michigan during the
regular season that ultimately
ended Penn State’s College
Football Playoff hopes.

A teary-eyed Allar said he
“sucked” following the defeat to
the Buckeyes. Following the loss
to the Wolverines, he blamed
himself for fumbling while
trailing 14-9 in the third quarter.

Despite pointing the finger at
himself, the losses weren’t en-
tirely on Allar. The inexperience
in big-game settings showed, but
he dealt with wide receivers who
were a sore spot, and former of-
fensive coordinator Mike Yurcich,
who didn’t play to his strengths.
Newly minted offensive coordi-
nator Andy Kotelnicki is ready to
put Allar in position to succeed.

“It’s evident he’s got a great
talent (that’s been) bogged down,
he throws the ball hard, he has
ability to throw with touch, he has
ability to process quickly,” Kotel-
nicki said. “I think I've noted it be-
fore, his willingness to see a stim-
ulus and respond to it — I think
it’s at a really high level and that
in itself is really hard to change
or hard to develop. You need a
lot of reps but some of that just
comes through wiring. A lot of us
couldn’t ever do what he does be-
cause we couldn’t react the way
he does.”

Allar showed promise despite

Jackson Ranger/ollegian file photo

Penn State quarterback Drew Allar tears up after Penn State’s loss to Ole Miss during the Peach Bowl. The

Nittany Lions lost 38-25.

the ebbs and flows of Year 1 as
a starter. Former Indiana coach
and new Penn State defensive co-
ordinator Tom Allen knew game
planning for him wouldn’t be easy,
but factored in his inexperience.

“Up to our point, he hadn’t
thrown an interception, our game
was the first one he threw all sea-
son,” Allen said. He’d done a great
job of protecting the football and
we made such a massive deal of
taking the ball, so it was like ‘how
can we force him into a mistake
because he’s young, and nobody
likes to get hit in the mouth.””

Allen said the Hoosiers’ de-
fense philosophy was “trying to
force errors through his youth.”
That youth showed on the field
last year, but also off the gridiron.

The emotional meltdowns fol-
lowing defeats to Ohio State and
Michigan created the stigma that
Allar wasn’t mature enough for
the spotlight or built for marquee
matchups. His recruiting pedi-
gree brought big expectations at
Penn State, and he’s ready to put
postgame breakdowns behind
him.

Allar said they “talk about be-
ing a thermostat rather than a
thermometer.” He needed to
control the heat as opposed to
absorbing it.

“Last year, with me being a
first-time starter, learning how
to bounce back quicker was

Jackson Ranger/Collegian file photo

Penn State quarterback Drew Allar looks to pass the ball during the game between Penn State and Michigan

State. The Nittany Lions won 42-0.

something I kind of struggled with
because I kind of dwelled on things
when things don’t go my way,”
Allar said. “I think I’'ve done a bet-
ter job of learning how to flush
that.”

With a year as the face of the
offense under his belt and the
self-inflicted postgame wounds a

passion and drive to lead them.
“He’s just gotten a little bit bet-
ter because the way he works,
the way he prepares and the
way he trains,” James Franklin
said. “And was voted by his peers
as well as all the coaches and
the staff as a captain because
of how we all see he handles his

Sienna Pinney/Collegian

Penn State quarterback Drew Allar runs the ball into the end zone for a

touchdown against Michigan.

thing of the past, he’s ready to be
the field general the team needs.

Usually a soft-spoken player
who leads by example, Allar
has broken out of his shell and
taken on more of a vocal leader-
ship style. He’s still a “lead by
example” kind of guy, but made
it a point of emphasis to be a
vocal presence, and as aresultis a
captain for 2024.

“Drew definitely has been more
vocal in his leadership style,” de-
fensive tackle Dvon J-Thomas
said. “Of course you want that
from QB1. All teams go as QB1
goes, all offenses go as QB1 goes.
Just to see that from Drew, espe-
cially stepping into a somewhat
unfair situation, just being so
young with all of the expectations
and the hype on his shoulders,
he’s taken to it well.”

Allar’s  sophomore season
can be spun in different ways.
He showed immaturity in press
conferences following big losses,
but he also earned respect from
his teammates and showed the

business. Total respect within our
program.”

With pressure thrown at him
every which way last year, the
quarterback has a chance to send
a message early against the first
team he started against — West
Virginia. Allar has heard noth-
ing but “great things” about the
Morgantown atmosphere and
the “energy the crowd has,” and
knows it won’t be an easy feat to
replicate the success he and the
team had last year.

Now a year older and wiser and
holding captain status, Allar has
found comfort in himself, ready
to take the lessons learned and
apply them in Year 2 as a starter.

“I've learned a lot of things
over the past year about — just
in general — football, life and I
think I've been able to really ap-
ply that and I just feel a lot more
comfortable being me,” Allar
said.

To email reporter: Ica5223@psu.edu.
Follow him on X @LAlenstein.
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