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‘HEAL, HOLD & CENTER’

Penn State honors Domestic Violence Awareness Month

By Rachael Keller
THE DAILY COLLEGIAN

Penn State’s Gender Equity
Center and the University Park
Undergraduate Association
(UPUA) have brought domestic
violence awareness events to stu-
dents through a combined action
during October.

October is nationally recog-
nized as Domestic Violence
Awareness Month  (DVAM).
Around 10 million people, about
one in four women and one in
nine men, have faced domestic vi-
olence, according to the National
Library of Medicine.

Associate Director of the Gen-
der Equity Center Becca Geiger
Wallen said the month is usually
paired with a theme, and the na-
tional theme for 2024 is “Heal,
Hold & Center.”

Wallen said this theme encour-
ages people to look at the differ-
ent ways survivors are able to
heal, hold space for survivors
and shine a light on the most
marginalized of survivors.

Wallen said the center often
works alongside student organi-
zations throughout the year for
numerous events.

“I like to say the students are
my boss,” Wallen said. “I am here

tic violence survivor.

Wallen said that in 2022, Bre-
slin began to share her story of
domestic  violence, saying
she had been in an abusive
relationship for around two years.

During the keynote, Breslin
spoke about her experience with
domestic violence, what the Penn
State community can do to better
support those impacted, warning
signs of an abusive relationship
and media representation.

“Abigail was very well-spoken,
kind and forthcoming in the sense
of speaking from her own knowl-
edge,” Wallen said. “I felt that the
students I spoke with really reso-
nated with her conversation.”

Mills said the center also held
“Sounds Like Treble: DVAM Ka-
raoke,” which highlighted main-
stream songs with themes of sex-
ual and domestic violence.

“Our whole point in doing that
activity was to showcase that
even though these songs are very
normalized and popular in our
society, they can still send nega-
tive messages when it comes to
supporting individuals impacted
by interpersonal violence,” Mills
said.

Another component of DVAM is
Purple Thursday, an event nation-
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Inspirational quotes are featured on T-shirts in support of Domestic Violence Awareness Month on Oct. 15

2024, in University Park, Pa.

violence survivors.

The organizations have also
partnered with the Sexual Vio-
lence Awareness and Prevention
Roundtable for this event.

Akito Hatch is an at-large rep-
resentative for UPUA and said
it, alongside GenEq, will table in
the HUB-Robeson Center from 11
a.m. to 3 p.m. to hand out pins and
buttons for students to show their
support.

“It’s a joyful way to create con-
nection,” Wallen said. “Domestic
violence ... results in victim-sur-
vivors feeling very isolated, so if
we can promote that connection
in some way ... we want that to
provide them with hope.”

Hatch, a second-year study-
ing criminology and political
science, said a small group of
representatives worked with

GenEq to create funding bills
centered around domestic
violence awareness.

“I think it’s super important to
be invested in how the world is,
and domestic violence is a touchy
subject, so I feel like people don’t
talk about it as much,” Hatch
said. “I feel like these events can
really inform everyone.”

Hatch said it’s incredibly im-
portant to bring more awareness
to domestic violence, as many
people don’t realize they are in an
abusive relationship until it’s too
late.

“It’s definitely something I hold
close to my heart,” Hatch said. “I
feel like we should definitely rec-
ognize it more to help these peo-
ple know that they’re not alone.”

Wallen said these abusive rela-
tionships thrive on silence, so she

hopes these events provide stu-
dents knowledge and awareness
to talk about these issues.

She also wants students to
practice tangible action. Even
though domestic violence is a
mass issue, there are things stu-
dents can do to create a safer
Penn State.

Hatch said these survivors are
not alone, it’s not their fault and
there’s a community here at Penn
State that wants to help them.

“You see the UPUA signs,
‘you belong here,” Wallen said.
“Victim-survivors belong here.
We want them a part of our
community. We don’t want to see
them fail or drop out, we want to
see them succeed.”

To email reporter: rmk6131@psu.edu
Follow her on X @ ra_ch_ael
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A student takes in the memorial for those who died in Gaza. There were 18,600 white flags in total, each

representing 10 Palestinians who have died during the current war in Gaza.

Students destroy memorial

By Rachael Keller
THE DAILY COLLEGIAN

Penn State Students for Jus-
tice in Palestine (SJP) held a me-
morial for those who died in Gaza
as a part of the group’s week of
action from Oct. 7 to Oct. 11 titled
“One Year of Genocide For Gaza
We Rise,” last Thursday.

In a statement made by SJP
on Tuesday, the group said the
HUB-Robeson Center Lawn me-
morial was vandalized.

“The memorial was defaced by
pro-Israel students attempting
to intimidate and silence voices
advocating for Palestinians,”
SJP said in the release.

“The pro-Israel students re-

There will be record high voter

moved the flags representing
murdered Palestinians, ran over
the flags with their bikes and
vandalized other parts of the me-
morial.”

According to SJP’s statement,
when the vandals were asked to
leave, they began saying racist
remarks along with homophobic
and ableist slurs to members of
SJP

Penn State also released a
statement yesterday, saying the
university is saddened by the
hateful actions and destruction
to the memorial.

“We firmly denounce all forms
of hate and hurtful, biased and
racist speech meant to denigrate
and insult any group of individu-

als,” Penn State said in the re-
lease.

The Office of Student Ac-
countability and Conflict Re-
sponse is currently investigat-
ing the events that took place
last week.

“During this particularly tu-
multuous time in our world,
there is significant disagree-
ment and greatly varied per-
spectives,” Penn State said in
the release. “However, the pain
and struggles of others do not
diminish our own — recogniz-
ing this fact deepens our shared
humanity.”

To email reporter: rmk6131@psu.edu.
Follow her on X @ra_ch_ael.

turnout this year.

You have the right to vote. If anyone tries to stop you, call the Election Protection Hotline at 866-OUR-VOTE (866-687-8683).

University condemns

‘online vitriol’

By Julia Key
THE DAILY COLLEGIAN

Following the publication of
a statement by Stefanie Tap-
per from Penn State Hillel on
Sunday regarding the increase
of bias reports on campus in-
volving Jewish students, the
university issued a statement
condemning online discourse
regarding “turmoil in the Mid-
dle East” and “antisemitic,
anti-Arab and anti-Muslim com-
ments,” later that day.

“We unequivocally reject all
forms of hate, discrimination,
harassment, and intimidation,
as well as the vitriol online that
perpetuates the cycle,” the
university said in a statement.
“These acts breach our values
as an academic institution.”

The university’s statement
said “subsequent targeting and
doxxing” are two examples of
the threats to personal safety
and harassment that have been
increasing in occurrence.

All students, faculty and com-
munity members are urged by
the university to practice empa-
thy, take action if they or anyone
they know is facing harassment
on social media, and that the
university’s Office of Student
Accountability is working to
hold students accountable.

“We urge every member of
our community to practice em-
pathy and respect, acknowledg-
ing the complexities of each
other’s lived experiences, espe-
cially when tensions are high,”

the university said in a state-
ment. “By fostering spaces of
care and support and upholding
the dignity of every individual,
we can create a more resilient
foundation for understanding
and unity.”

Tapper’s statement included
emphasis on the importance of
understanding free speech, al-
lowing criticism of the govern-
ment, but not crossing the line
into intimidation or attacks on
Jewish students.

“Criticism of the actions or
policies of any country or govern-
ment is protected free speech,
and appropriately so,” Tapper
said in the Hillel statement.
“However, these critiques cannot
veer into intimidation of attacks
on Jewish students that create a
hostile environment on campus.”

According to the statement,
Penn State Hillel is engaged
with the university’s senior ad-
ministration, local law enforce-
ment, Hillel international, the
Philadelphia office of ADL and
Jewish students “to help ensure
incidents are reported.”

“We condemn these attempts
to publicly intimidate students
and members of our Jewish com-
munity,” Tapper said in the Hillel
statement. “Nor do we support
hate or hurtful language directed
at any people. There must be
no place at Penn State for anti-
semitism, doxxing or hate of any
kind.”

To email reporter: jek5914@psu.edu.
Follow her on X @_juliakey.
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‘1T CREATES A SAFE SPACE’

Center for Sexual and Gender Diversity celebrates International Pronouns Day

By Xandra Adams-Dennis
FOR THE COLLEGIAN

The Center for Sexual and
Gender  Diversity  (CSGD)
hosted a table celebrating In-
ternational ~ Pronouns  Day
in the HUB-Robeson Center
Wednesday afternoon.

The organization’s assistant |

director, Kate Rawson, believes
LGBTQ+ education needs to
make more progress. She said
educating students will encour-
age changed behavior for people
who may not be accustomed
to conversations surrounding
pronouns.

“There are still barriers queer
people face,” Rawson said. “One
of those things is being affirmed
in who you are.”

International Pronouns Day is
celebrated annually on the third
Wednesday of October. The day
was first recognized in 2018 and
the CSGD has celebrated for the
past two years by tabling in the
HUB.

The CSGD table provided
pronoun pins, Jibbitz, stickers,
informational pamphlets about
pronouns and CSGD and rubber
bracelets to students for free.

The table also displayed a

board with two questions, an-
swering both why pronouns are
important and what pronouns
mean to an individual. If students
answered one of the questions on
an index card, they would receive
a free periwinkle T-shirt.

CSGD started planning for its

table in early September. The T
shirts for students were designed
by CSGD member Sam Brooks.

“Seeing people come up and
enjoy (the table) is really nice,”
Brooks, a fourth-year studying
digital arts and media design,
said.

Samantha Oropeza/Colleigan
Jae Gage, a third-year studying rehabilitation and human services, fills out index cards during an activity for
International Pronouns Day.

Jenna Baker, a fourth-year
studying advertising/public rela-
tions and political science, intend-
ed for this year’s Pronouns Day
to be more inclusive, especially
for people who are questioning
their identity or people who are
not yet ready to come out.

“We tried to switch it to a
more generic, less queer-centric
campaign,” Baker said.

This year’s campaign slogan
reads “Pronouns are Personal,
Respect is Universal.” Baker said
its goal is to stray away from pro-
nouns being exclusively for LG-
BTQ+ people.

“It’s a great initiative to go up
to people and introduce yourself
with your pronouns,” Baker said.
“It creates a safe space for people
to share if they’re trying out new
pronouns or establishing their
identity.”

By the end of the event, the dis-
play board was filled with index
cards. Out of the 100 T-shirts the
table started with, only 15 were
left after the event had finished.

Students like Jae Gage, a third-
year studying rehabilitation and
human services, shared how
pronouns are important to them.

“I always stop by whenever I
see something advocacy-related
as a rehabilitation and human
services major,” Gage said. “I like
learning about these things.”

To email reporter: xqa5022@psu.edu
Follow her on X @ xandraye

Students share experiences
with unique majors

By Julia Key
THE DAILY COLLEGIAN

With over 275 majors for
undergraduate  students to
choose from, CollegeVine lists
Penn State as one of the top
universities for major variety.

Abigail Charnetski said she
first encountered her major while
on a campus tour. The unique re-
search and other opportunities in
this field immediately piqued her
interest.

“People are usually surprised
when I tell them about my major
because they often have never
heard of it,” Charnetski, a first-
year studying pharmacology and
toxicology, said. “I was inspired
to pick this major because I was
interested in the research that
came with it.”

Charnetski said she enjoys the
research opportunities and physi-
cal lab work specific to her major
and wishes students of other ma-
jors understood the wide variety
of career paths that are possible
with her major.

“Many common misconcep-
tions are that you have to go to
pharmacy school or medical
school after completing the four-
year degrees, but you don’t have
to,” Charnetski said. “It would be
a great major for those paths in
life, but you can take this major
and go into research without ever
having to go to those schools.”

Charnetski said studying a
unique major has impacted her
college experience while also
challenging her.

“Every major has specialized
classes, but compared to a more
common major, (my classes)
will be smaller, and it will be
easier to connect with my pro-
fessors,” Charnetski said. “The
challenges of pursuing this ma-
jor are that there aren’t many
people who take it, which makes
it harder to branch out and meet

upperclassmen.”

Madeline Cole said her major
synthesizes many of the interests
she developed in high school.

“My favorite subject in school
has always been English, and as
I moved into high school, I loved
Spanish as well,” Cole, a first-
year studying linguistics, said.
“I also realized in non-language-
focused classes like biology, I
was getting through the class by
focusing on the Greek and Latin
roots of words, and I found that
really interesting about myself.”

Cole said she knew she wanted
to attend Penn State as soon as
she learned about its linguistics
program, and that she was eager
to study linguistics despite still
determining her exact career
path. She said she’s now happy to
have found a major that balances
her strengths and interests.

“I am very observant, love an-
alyzing things, love people and
communication, and linguistics
deals with all of this,” Cole said.
“I am not sure of the career path
I want to go down, but I want to
do something that deals with lan-
guage and the analytical skills
that come with a linguistics de-
gree, so this seemed like a good
major to enter with.”

Cole said while she enjoys
studying a major and finds it in-
teresting and fun, the uncertainty
of career paths after college and
small classes remains intimidat-
ing.

“A major like business comes
along with a huge umbrella of
possible careers, while linguis-
tics feels more specific, which
can be scary,” Cole said. “The
biggest downside for me is how
small the classes are. I like the
small class sizes academically,
but when it comes to making
friends in your classes, I feel
like the chances are fewer and
farther between.”

Kayla McMichael said her

mother was her biggest inspira-
tion when choosing her major;
and her flute teacher’s influence
made her want to pursue art
history at Penn State.

“My mom is a huge, gigantic
nerd, and she likes to watch his-
tory documentaries, and I also
really like to draw. I've been
drawing since I was little, so ...
I landed on art history,” McMi-
chael, a second-year studying
art history, said. “I chose Penn
State just because my flute
teacher is a big Penn State fan,
and he said their art history
program was good, too.”

McMichael said despite peo-
ple from her hometown ques-
tioning the usefulness of an art
history degree, she continues to
enjoy her studies.

“People always ask, ‘What
are you going to do with that de-
gree?”” McMichael said. “Peo-
ple think it’s pointless because
it doesn’t make a lot of money,
but I find it really interesting.
I’'m good at it, and it’s something
that’s necessary, and that’s
enough for me to know it’s what
I want to pursue.”

Despite the intimidation of
small classes, McMichael said
she’s happy knowing what
career she wants to take up
after college and accepts hav-
ing smaller classes if it means
having a greater bond with
professors.

“I want to do art restoration
and put back together pieces
of art that archeologists find
so that they can go to muse-
ums,” McMichael said. “Even
though I don’t often meet people
who share a major with me in
my other classes, you can talk
more to your teachers because
they don’t have a whole lot of
students, which I like.”

To email reporter: jek5914@psu.edu
Follow her on X @ _juliakey

Spooky spots
at Penn State

By Carolena Bongi
THE DAILY COLLEGIAN

As the leaves fall and the air
grows crisp, it’s that time of
year when Penn State’s spooki-
est spots emerge from the shad-
ows. But we’re not talking about
haunted houses — these spots
on campus are more likely to
give you a slow sigh of dread
than a scream.

Here’s a lighthearted look
at the places that send shivers
down every Penn Stater’s spine,
for reasons only Nittany Lions
would understand.

Pollock Halls laundry room

This basement laundry room
is the very definition of your dor-
mitory nightmares.

It begins innocently enough.
A simple routine chore, with
laundry in one hand and Tide
Pods in the other. But as the
dryers keep spinning without
actually drying and the washing
machines make noises that can
only be described as possessed,
the true horror reveals itself.

Suddenly, your clothes myste-
riously disappear; the dryers eat
up all of your LionCash and in-
dustrial machines operate with
a mind of their own. Some say
if you listen closely, you can still
hear the whispers of students
who lost their favorite sweat-
ers to the depths of Pollock’s
washers.

Boucke Building basement
Boucke’s basement is not for
the faint of heart or anyone hop-
ing to keep their sanity intact.
You step into its winding, win-
dowless hallways, maybe just
trying to find a computer lab
or a TA’s office. Soon, you real-
ize this maze has a knack for

leading you in circles.

Every identical hallway seems
to promise an exit, but the walls
only close in tighter. The low hum
of fluorescent lights is your only
comfort.

Some students even report see-
ing the same doors over and over,
somehow ending up back where
they started — as if the building
itself is testing their will to leave.

The steps to 0ld Main

Old Main is beautiful, no doubt.
But something about walking up
those steps under the pale glow of
streetlights in the early morning
hours feels... chilling.

You feel the weight of history on
your shoulders as if every former
student who’s made that walk in
the past 150 years is watching
you. The empty silence, the splen-
dor and the slight creak of your
footsteps create an atmosphere
of ghostly grandeur that leaves
you looking over your shoulder.

The Pollock Testing Center

If you've been here, you know
that the Pollock Testing Center
is a unique kind of dread. It’s the
kind of place where you enter as
a bright-eyed student and leave
wondering if you'll ever feel joy
again.

As you prepare to take a test
you know you probably should’ve
studied a bit better for, you can’t
shake the feeling that this expe-
rience will change you forever.
Once you've finally escaped this
haunted building, you realize you
are no longer the same bright-
eyed student who once walked in.

Who needs ghost stories when
campus life provides all the
scares we need?

To email reporter cbb5954@psu.edu
Follow her on X @ carolenabongii

Pop Up Avenue returns to downtown State College

By Michelle Diamond
THE DAILY COLLEGIAN

Pop Up Ave took Fraser Street
by storm from 11 a.m.-6:30 p.m
Saturday, offering a variety of
pop-up shops for State College
community members to explore.

“I was just walking by, and I
saw these really pretty stores,
and thought, ‘I need to check
them out,” Aasmi Nagrecha said.

Nagrecha, a first-year studying
mechanical engineering, doesn’t
frequently attend downtown
events; however, she decided to
see what Pop Up Ave had to offer

“The jewelry — it is so good.
The jackets are also really good.
I found some L.L. Beans, and that
was really cool,” Nagrecha said.

A variety of jewelry options
were sold all day long. Whether
bookish earrings — including
children’s books and classic lit-
erature — birthstone necklaces
or beaded bracelets, there was a
piece of jewelry catering to any
style.

In addition to jewelry,
attendees of the event could find

crochet hair accessories, flowers,
home decor and an assortment of
unique clothing.

“I started (Go State Design)
my sophomore year — I just
loved going to football games
and wearing unique things,”
McKenna Kimmel said.

Kimmel, a Penn State alumna
who graduated in 2021 as a double
major in finance and Mandarin
Chinese, brought her work to sell
at Pop Up Ave.

“I decided to start first with
upcycling jean jackets and paint-
ing on them, and then from that
just decided to start upcycling
other pieces of clothing and, now,
I do them fully by hand,” Kimmel
said.

Kimmel makes sweatshirts out
of raw material and cuts thrifted
shirts, and it can take anywhere
from three to 10 hours for her to
make one.

Go State Designs also sells
baby tees that Kimmel sews den-
im and other materials onto. All
of the designs sold are “unique”
Penn State gear.

“I love Pop Up Ave — I come to

this one every semester. I've sold
at Doggie’s and some other bars
and pop-ups. It’s always fun to be
back at Penn State,” Kimmel said.

While Pop Up Ave did have a
variety of handmade work, they
also had food, coffee and live
music. One particularly popular
stand people gravitated toward

was Inside Out Cookie for a sweet
treat.

“I've gotten a lot of inspiration
for some ceramics,”’Andrea Pa-
naitescu said. “And there were
these patchwork jeans that I
thought were super sick.”

Panaitescu, a third-year study-
ing art and advertising, passed by

Eric Finestine/Collegian file photo
Pop Up Avenue was held on Fraser Street this year. There were a variety of vendors, selling jewelry, clothes,
ceramics and more.

Pop Up Ave and decided to check
it out.

“I always see events here,
and it’s always just a good atmo-
sphere — it just feels like a com-
munity,” Panaitescu said.

To email reporter: mrd6001@psu.edu.
Follow her on X @MichelleDiamo.
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“We want people to feel connected’

My Hero Zero builds connections with students, State College community members

By Evan Smith
THE DAILY COLLEGIAN

Students and community mem-
bers flood the bars in downtown
State College on Friday nights.
At Doggie’s Pub, a local band
is drawing the largest crowd,
putting on weekly shows to
remember.

My Hero Zero has been grow-
ing rapidly over the past few
years to the point where its Fri-
day shows draw a line around the
corner of College Avenue.

“This band is awesome as hell,
you have to go see them.” Lori
Angelet, a fourth-year studying
strategic communications, said.

Jason Olcese, Eric Damia-
no, Mike Lee and Ethan Stew-
art make up the squad, known
around town for creatively bend-
ing genres of famous songs to
create a viewing spectacle for
their bar crowds.

Throughout a set, My Hero
Zero pulls out everything from
“Starships” by Nicki Minaj to
“In the End” by Linkin Park, all
mixed through their own signa-
ture sound and faded between
songs in a way that blends the
setlist smoothly.

“The fans’ reaction drives the
style of our show.” Olcese said.
“If we realize a song isn't hitting

in 30 seconds, we’ll find a way to
change the energy or shift to a
new song.”

Last Friday, the show shifted
from a cover of “Superstition” to
“Save a Horse (Ride A Cowboy)”
quickly enough that the crowd
didn’t notice until the chorus hit.

Olcese and Damiano split the
singing duties. Olcese drives
songs with a voice reminiscent
of the 2000s emo scene, remind-
ing crowds of singers like Alex
Gaskarth of All Time Low.

Damiano joined the band in
2022 after reaching out to the
band’s manager, Angel Mari-
otti, during his final year at Penn
State. He began writing for the
group before being invited to sing
with them.

‘Jason asked if I wanted to
come out to a show and try sing-
ing a couple songs,” Damiano
said. “It was just a vibe, so I joined
in for the summer.”

After that summer, Damiano
was offered a full-time spot in the
band. As Lee put it, “we couldn’t
get rid of him.”

Stewart, My Hero Zero’s drum-
mer, moved from bringing energy
to campus in the Penn State Blue
Band to bringing energy to the
band, moving behind his drum
set throughout the show.

Lee founded the band along-

e

Joey Tiger/Collegian

Ethan Phillip plays the keyboard during the My Hero Zero concert at
Doggie’s Pub on Oct. 10, 2024 in State College.

Joey Tiger/Collegian

Guitarist Mike Lee poses while playing during a My Hero Zero concert at Doggie’s Pub on Oct. 10, 2024 in

downtown State College.

side Olcese in 2010, and they be-
gan touring the Midwest and East
Coast playing small cover shows.
In 2012, the band started writing
original singles and breathed a
new life into the endeavor.

“I had a full-time, 9-to-5 job, and
I gave it up to do this, which was
one of the best decisions of my
life.” Lee said.

My Hero Zero continues to tour
when it isn’t in their local studio
or playing State College bars. The
band’s footing around Penn State
contributes to the atmosphere at
its traveling shows.

“Whenever we go out, it’s like a
Penn State reunion happening,”
Olcese said. “When we say ‘we’re
from a small town in Pennsylva-
nia called State College,” people
go crazy.”

The ties to Penn State see the
band offering university-accred-
ited internships to students and
receiving opportunities such as
opening for Quinn XCII and tak-
ing the stage at THON annually.

“THON is pretty phenomenal.
It’s not often you get to play
in front of 17,000 people for an
amazing cause,” Lee said.

The connection runs deeper
with the crowds though, as a hall-
mark of the My Hero Zero experi-
ence is the interactions with the
crowd both on and off stage.

Throughout their  Friday
shows, the band members take
breaks from playing to talk to any-
one who comes by, hand out stick-
ers and tattoos to the crowd and
have some fun at the bar. The an-
tics occasionally feature a panda
costume as well.

The band notices local regulars
at its shows, as well as students
who the band has a two-year
window to remember.

“It feels like we’re graduating
every year,” Damiano said.“It’s
like this went by really fast, and
some of these people will only get
to see us when they visit now.”

The band has used these con-
nections to build a deeper follow-
ing than other bands playing bar
shows, and it has helped them
elevate their careers.

My Hero Zero continues to
grow outside of live shows, re-
leasing its album “Echoes of an
Open Heart” earlier this year.
The song “Nothing But Love” has

become a cult favorite.

“Part of what I love about that
song is that it feels the most like
what a My Hero Zero show feels
like,” Olcese said. “The energy is
high; there’s rock omens, but it’s
catchy.”

The group looks to continue
growing, not only as a band, but
as individuals. Members market
their independent work using
social media like TikTok.

“The internet is an opportunity
to provide our live experience
digitally to reach a larger audi-
ence,” Olcese said.

Olcese works with local musi-
cians in the studio often, and Da-
miano plans on releasing a solo
EP later this year.

Wherever the band goes, its
home will be in Happy Valley. It
continues to evolve its shows to
provide its audience with a night
of sonic bliss.

“When we play, we want people
to feel connected,” Damiano said.
“Give us five songs, and you’ll
hear one that you like.

To email him: ers5828@psu.edu.
Follow him on X at: @evanrgsmith.

COLLEGIAN

psucollegian.com

Pop Up Ave brings ‘unique’ artwork to
downtown State College

Campus creeps: Penn State's spooky spots
oam,ame

everything
at your fingertips

Follow the

:COLLEGIAN

@ SpotlightNews

# Download on the
o App Store

GETITON

p Google Play

spotlightnews.us

Apple® and App Store®
are registered trademarks of Apple Inc.

Google Play and the Google Play
logo are trademarks of Google LLC.

STl Testing ~ _
As easy as 1-2-pee-—

Free or low-cost STI testing & treatment

129 S Sparks St, Suite #1
aidsresource.com

Crossword

T 12 |3 6 9 1o T [12 |13
14 15 ‘ 16

17 18 19

20 21 22 23

54 |55 |56

10 Spawning fish
14 Came to rest
15 Writer Chekhov
16 Bindle bearer

49 Howled
51 Some kind of a nut
54 Unfinished
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Across 45 While lead-in 10 Varnish

1 Quarterback’s 46 Gesture indicating 11 Pocket problem
option indifference 12 Camel hair

5 Electronics pioneer 47 Move like a garments
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range
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54 Mascara site
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MY VIEW | MERCEDES HAMILTON

What America can learn

from other countries

Many of the stereotypes about
how Europeans perceive Ameri-
ca are true — at least in my expe-
rience studying
abroad in Dub-
lin.

Tour guides
and locals alike
frequently capi-
talize on clichés
about American
hustle culture,
consumerism and unhealthy di-
etary habits for a good laugh. But
beyond the surface-level judg-
ments of America, there’s some-
thing deeper to be learned from
approaches to politics and gover-
nance in other countries.

I've seen the faces of Don-
ald Trump, Kamala Harris and
other American politicians often
accompanied by headlines that
evoke confusion or disbelief on
newsstands around Dublin.

Conversations about the ab-
surdity of American politics, from
the policy failures behind mass
shootings to the “broken” health
care system, come up more than

1l
Hamilton

I expected.

Gun violence

Gun-related violence is rare
in Ireland due to low civilian gun
ownership and strict gun laws in
comparison to America. In 2022,
there were 10 deaths caused by
guns in Ireland while 48,204 died
in America that same year, ac-
cording to the National Safety
Council.

While many Americans view
gun ownership as a fundamental
right and key component of self-
defense, guns are viewed as tools
for recreational activities like
hunting in Ireland.

Both mass shootings and ho-
micides continue to worry Ameri-
cans, becoming a key topic in the
upcoming presidential election.

Health care

Ireland has a hybrid public-
private healthcare system. Many
basic health services, like hospi-
tal visits, provided through the
Health Service Executive are

free, while others may be subsi-
dized or free based on income.

However, health care is largely
privately funded in the United
States, leading to higher costs
and greater disparities in access.

51% of working-age Americans
struggle to afford health care
and 32% are in medical debt, ac-
cording to a 2023 Commonwealth
Fund survey.

International Citizens Insur-
ance ranked Ireland No. 23 and
America No. 69 on its list of best
health care systems in the world
in 2024. Singapore was ranked
No. 1 with its hybrid approach of
public and private health care,
supported by mandatory savings
and government-backed funds.

Political landscape

Like many countries, Ireland
also has more than one political
party that causes a bit of commo-
tion between its citizens. I mean,
what’s democracy for?

However, America is notori-
ous for its deeply divided politi-

cal landscape. According to the
Carnegie Endowment for Inter-
national Peace, American politi-
cians have become highly ideo-
logically polarized, consistently
supporting and voting for differ-
ent sets of policies with minimal
overlap.

Such polarization has led to
social division, a decline in trust
in democratic institutions and a
growing perception that the gov-
ernment is unable to effectively
address urgent national issues,
such as the COVID-19 pandemic.

A survey conducted by the Pew
Research Center this year found
that 22% of Americans say they
trust the government to do what
is right “just about always” (2%)
or “most of the time” (21%). A
survey carried out by Ireland’s
Central Statistics Office this year
found that 47% of Irish respon-
dents reported high or moderate-
ly high trust in government.

American politics has also
become highly theatrical with
presidential campaigns shaped
around media spectacles, reli-

ance on viral moments, social
media engagement and dramatic
public appearances for voter at-
tention, which tends to overshad-
ow deeper policy discussions.

No nation nor its politics are
perfect. From social justice to the
economy, every country has its
challenges and shortcomings —
Ireland included. But reflection
on the values that shape gover-
nance in Ireland inspire a deeper
understanding of the work I'd like
to see done back home in Amer-
ica.

With a global light cast on the
nation with the 2024 election, I
hope to see a constructive demo-
cratic process with meaningful
dialogue about the policies that
truly impact Americans.

Mercedes Hamilton is a columnist and
DEI committee member for The Daily
Collegian. She is a third-year double
majoring in English and digital and print
journalism. Email her at Mjh7337@psu.
edu and follow her on X at
@_mercedesjh.

Cartoons by Nate Campbell

“Name three songs!”

When I walked into the AAA
location to get fingerprinted for
my summer
job, the
employee sit-
ting across
from me
immediately
commented on
my Beatles
T-shirt.

After I had proved my merit
by naming three tracks off of
the White Album, we started
talking about music.

By the time I left, we’d had
an in-depth, wholesome conver-
sation about school, careers
and my goals for the future —
all because of the Fab Four.

In almost any setting, music
is an important topic when get-
ting to know someone. During
my time at Penn State, I've
found music to be more influen-
tial than I realized.

There are few things that can
instantly turn absolute strang-
ers into a community quite like
music does.

Think back to the last con-
cert you attended, the most
recent party you were at or
even game days at Beaver Sta-
dium when “We Will Rock You”
or “Sweet Caroline” booms
through the speakers.

Music brings people together
like nothing else can.

Frederick

MY VIEW | JULIA FREDERICK

“T'he beat goes on:” Music
brings people together

Julia Frederick/Collegian

A collage of albums from Frederick’s favorite artists, including Queen, The Beatles

and David Bowie.

When someone mentions
Taylor Swift or Zach Bryan, it
seems like instant friendships
are formed. Music is something
so personal and central to our
being that we can’t help but be
excited when it’s shared with
others.

Music not only has the
uncanny ability to help you
bond with peers over a mutual
interest, but it also allows you
to connect with those of other
generations and backgrounds.

Thanks to my dad, I grew up
listening to The Beatles, and
classic rock continues to be a
huge part of our relationship.

Though we grew up in differ-
ent times and are at different
stages of life, music is some-
thing that we can share.

Sometimes my latest find is a
song that he hasn’t heard in 20
or 30 years and takes him back
to a certain time in his life.
Hearing these stories from his
youth prompted by a playlist

makes those moments all the
more special.

Our car ride sing-alongs are
a testament to music’s time-
lessness and universality. It
doesn’t matter if it was record-
ed 50 years ago, as Ringo Starr
of the Beatles said, “the beat
goes on.”

Through my time spent in
record stores, I've met incredi-
ble people that I wouldn’t have
otherwise. Introducing yourself
becomes a lot less scary when
you both like Tom Petty, Sabri-
na Carpenter or Noah Kahan.

It showcases that we all have
more in common than we think.

Something as simple as a
Queen laptop sticker or a David
Bowie T-shirt represents your
interests and has the possibility
to spark a conversation that
can make a world of difference.

Music is the language of
understanding. It bridges gen-
erations, geographical boundar-
ies and party lines.

Especially in our divided
world, this common ground is
more valuable now than ever
before.

Julia Frederick is a columnist for The
Daily Collegian. She is a third-year
studying English with a minor in techni-
cal writing and a business fundamentals
certificate. Email her at Jmf7052@psu.
edu and follow her on X at
@julia75826.

We want to hear from you

Send us your comments on our
coverage, editorial decisions and
the Penn State community.

Email: editorinchief@
psucollegian.com
Online: collegian.psu.edu

Postal Mail/In Person: 202
Willard Building, University Park,
PA

Letters should be about 200
words. Student letters should
include class year, major and
campus. Letters from alumni
should include graduation year.
All writers should provide their
address and phone number for

verification. Letters should be
signed by no more than two peo-
ple. Members of organizations
must include their titles if the
topic they write about is connect-
ed with the aim of their groups.
The Collegian reserves the right
to edit letters. The Collegian can-
not guarantee publication of all
letters. Letters chosen also run
on The Daily Collegian Online
and may be selected for publica-
tion in The Weekly Collegian. All
letters become property of Colle-
gian Inc.

Who we are
The Daily Collegian’s editorial

opinion is determined by its
Board of Opinion, which is made
up of members of its Board of
Editors, with the editor in chief
holding final responsibility for
content. The opinions expressed
on the editorial page are not nec-
essarily those of Collegian Inc., a
separate institution from Penn
State.

About the Collegian

The Daily Collegian and The
Weekly Collegian are published
by Collegian Inc., an indepen-
dent, nonprofit corporation with a
board of directors composed of
students, faculty and profession-

als. Penn State students write
and edit both papers and solicit
advertising for them.
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semesters as well as the second
six-week summer session, The
Daily Collegian publishes Mon-
day through Friday. Issues are
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Penn State soccer’s 12th man

By Sofia Miranda
THE DAILY COLLEGIAN

At every Penn State soccer
home match, one aspect is cer-
tain: Park Avenue Army’s chants,
costumes and traditions.

Its goal of being the loudest and
best student section in all of col-
lege soccer is evident at Jeffrey
Field, creating a raucous environ-
ment that explodes at the sight of
a Penn State goal.

However, the group didn’t start
as it is today. Until 2021, there
were actually two fan bases at
Jeffrey Field, the Sons of Jeffrey
and the Park Avenue Army.

“There were the Sons of Jef-
frey, which was for the men’s
game, and then the PAA for the
women’s, but a few years ago,
they merged,” Lucas Lipinski,
president of Park Avenue Army,
said. “The students come to
games and they enjoy soccer,
but they want to support it here
on campus, and it is something
we’ve continued.”

Lipinski joined the PAA during
his sophomore year. At his first
game, the Mount Laurel, New
Jersey, native met a few people
who introduced him to the stu-
dent section, and he’s been going
back ever since.

Executive officer Aaron Klein
experienced a similar introduc-
tion to the PAA. Klein said joining
the PAA gave him a place to do
something besides just yelling at
the games.

“We’re here rain, shine, hot,
cold. We’ve been here through

Py ] Lo
Nick Eickhoff/Collegian file photo

The Park Avenue Army celebrates a goal during the Penn State women’s soccer match against Liberty at Jeffrey
Field in University Park, Pa. on Sep. 8, 2022. Penn State defeated Liberty 2-1.

all of it,” Klein said. “Getting that
recognition, knowing that even if
it’s just 10 or 200 of us, is nice to
hear.”

The fan club has been praised
by women’s soccer coach Erica
Dambach and men’s soccer
coach Jeff Cook.

“You see them running down
the benches when there’s the cor-
ner kick and the excitement that
brings,” Dambach said. “My own
daughters talk about the banana
and the cow and how they’re al-
ways in the stands bringing an
air of excitement and fun to the
event, and I think the community
really enjoys it.”

Both coaching staffs under-
stand the importance of having
such passionate fans and how
it affects play on the field. The
Park Avenue Army has been
recognized for its efforts to not
only encourage Penn State pro-
grams, but also mess with their
opponents.

“When Caden (Grabfelder’s)
ball went in, I actually thought to
myself, ‘I think the crowd is going
to drive us forward, and we’re go-
ing to get something out of this,”
Cook said following Penn State’s
draw versus UCLA.

One of the biggest examples of
that occurs during corner Kkicks.

When opposing players place
the ball near the corner flag,
PAA members go running in the
stands, waving flags and banging
drums to make as much noise as
possible in hopes to distract the
opposing players.

“That was when I was a fresh-
man or a sophomore, so a few
years ago,” Lipinski said. “Basi-
cally, we just had a lot of flags. But
it’s funny, so we just kept doing it.
So it’s been ever since.”

The process of getting to the
games is not as easy as some may
think. While most members of the
club arrive around one hour be-
fore the starting whistle is blown,

the president of the PAA works
from early in the morning to get
everything settled.

“From the mornings, I sent out
messages and we talked to other
serious sections,” Lipinski said.
“Get marketing out, but then
show up early, get all the drums
and costumes out of the car, the
little banana, the cows...”

Klein and Lipinski have post-
season aspirations as the wom-
en’s soccer regular season comes
to an end.

“I think we have enough depth
in our team to go for the final,”
Lipinski said. “I think we’re going
to see Michigan State again in the
championship game, and I think
we’ve learned a lot from our last
meeting. Hopefully we’ll make it
to the NCAA,” Klein added.

After all home games, students
sing the Penn State Alma Mater.
The Park Avenue Army and the
soccer players come together to
create a unified moment, hold-
ing the definition of the blue and
white’s “We Are” to its maximum.

“I know almost every sport
and student section does it, but
they don’t do it as closely,” Klein
explained. “They don’t have the
entire team yelling ‘We Are’ at
you, coming up and giving you
high fives and being able to just
congratulate them. It’s really im-
portant, and I think it’s probably
special for them as well.”

To email reporter: szc6483@psu.edu
Follow her on X @_sofiamiranda

Defense makes offense

Gillian Grimes, Ava Falduto lead Penn State womens volleyball

By Will Horstman
THE DAILY COLLEGIAN

No. 3 Penn State fended off a
feisty Indiana squad on the road
last Sunday, as Gillian Grimes’ 19
digs and Ava Falduto’s 12 helped
contain the Hoosiers’ offense en
route to the Nittany Lions’ 3-1
win.

The blue and white’s libero,
Grimes, and defensive specialist,
Falduto, have been a mainstay in
the back row for Penn State.

“They have high energy,
they’re fast, they’re both great
passers for us and defenders,”
coach Katie Schumacher-Cawley
said. “I love when they’re both on
the floor and they generate a lot
of points for us.”

Grimes entered the 2024 sea-
son as the team’s libero for the
second straight season. Being
the leader of the blue and white
defense is something the West-
chester, Illinois, native takes
pride in.

“The libero position, I mean,
it’s definitely a step ahead of the
DS position, because you are tak-
ing that leadership,” Grimes said.
“Being the libero on the Penn
State team, you have to be proud
to be there.”

A defensive specialist in her
2022 freshman year, Grimes
played in 34 matches — includ-
ing 29 starts — averaging 1.84
digs per set. The Nittany Lions’
libero in 2023, Grimes played in
all 120 sets for the blue and white,
accumulating 429 digs.

“I have a lot of games under
my belt,” Grimes said. “Playing in
tough crowds and tough environ-
ments has definitely helped with
my confidence.”

The  experience  Grimes

brought to this year’s squad
proved invaluable for both her-
self and the team, as through the
early portion of the season, the
libero is averaging a career-high
3.85 digs per set.

Grimes’ experience also gave
the Nittany Lions another ad-
vantage: the ability to develop
younger players.

Falduto came to Penn State as
the No. 5 overall recruit by Prep
Volleyball in the Class of 2024. En-
rolling early in the spring of 2024,
the Elmhurst, Illinois, native has
taken advantage of the opportu-
nity to learn under Grimes.

“Gill and I are pretty close. We
get along really well,” Falduto
said. “It’s great to look up to
someone, such a great player like
her. For me to be under her is just
incredible. It’s honestly an honor
playing next to her. She’s super
cool on and off the court.”

Falduto came to Happy Valley
ready to go and has adjusted well
to the collegiate level, averag-
ing 2.33 digs per set. Working to-
gether, Falduto and Grimes have
continued to improve.

“I think Gill’s gotten better be-
cause of Ava, and I think Ava’s
gotten better because of Gill,”
Schumacher-Cawley said. “They
both push each other and under-
stand where their role is right
now, but they’ll do anything to
help each other out.

Anchoring the back row,
Grimes and Falduto help the Nit-
tany Lion attackers, making their
jobs much easier.

“They’re both very feisty and
they both want to take as much
court as they can,” Jess Mruzik
said. “It’s so nice passing next to
both of them, because they make

Noah Aberegg/Collegian
Penn State libero Gillian Grimes prepares to serve the ball in the Penn State Invitational against St. John’s
on Sept. 14, 2024

my job a lot easier as an attack-
er. It frees me up a little bit more
in the back row.”

The duo’s presence on the
court allows the attackers to fo-
cus on offense, proving the trust
the team has in its defense.

“If I can’t get to something, I
know that (Gillian) can,” Cam-
ryn Hannah said. “Giving her a
little bit more space allows me to
focus on other things.”

Grimes and Falduto thrive
when they have space to roam
free, attempting to contain
opposing offenses.

“When we’re having fun to-
gether and when we’re free,
we have a lot of fun,” Falduto
said. “We do a lot of really good
things.”

Grimes and Falduto have ex-
tended their impact to the ser-
vice line, racking up 20 and 18
service aces, respectively.

Grimes knew before the sea-
son started that confidence
would be key to unlocking her
service game.

“I would definitely say my con-
fidence has been up,” Grimes
said. “Just go for it and rip the
ball as hard as I can, so I can get
points for our team, too.”

Penn State ranks No. 3 in the
nation with a 16-1 record, includ-
ing 6-0 in the Big Ten. A strong
defensive effort continues to
give the Nittany Lions increased
chances at potentially making a
deep NCAA Tournament run.

“Without Gill and Ava on the
floor, I think it would be a differ-
ent story,” Schumacher-Cawley
said.

To email reporter: wmh5351@psu.edu
Follow him on X @WillHorstman_

Megan Miller/Collegian
Guard Jill Jekot (24) blocks an opposing player at the Penn State
Women’s Basketball media availability in the Bryce Jordan Center

Media moments

By Noah Aberegg
THE DAILY COLLEGIAN

After a long anticipated wait
to see the new-look Lady Lions,
media day and open practice
was held on Tuesday, giving the
press a chance to see the squad.

Following an offseason where
Penn State lost eight players
to graduation and the transfer
portal, the team enters the 2024
season with four returners, four
transfers and five freshmen.

With a fresh season ahead,
here’s what stood out from the
blue and white’s open practice.

Jill Jekot

Jill Jekot is a leader.

Despite being a freshman,
Jekot’s leadership was evident
on the floor and in the ensuing
comments from her coaches and
teammates.

During Tuesday’s practice,
Jekot volunteered to take charg-
es for the team, putting her body
on the line in a strong display of
leadership.

“You guys all saw (JilD) on the
bench last year,” coach Carolyn
Kieger said. “She came a semes-
ter early, which I think has really
helped her to be that vocal lead-
er of the freshman class.”

With Lady Lions basketball
running through the veins of
the Jekot family, the freshman
guard already knows what’s ex-
pected on the court.

“Obviously, her sister Kelly
played here, so she’s been com-
ing to Lady Lion games for a
while now, but she finally gets
to lace ‘em up and put the jersey
on,” Kieger said.

Hustle, hustle, hustle

At the end of warmups, fresh-
man Shaelyn Steele spun a
“prize wheel” to determine how
long the team would run sprints
before drills began.

While the Lady Lions only
ran for 30 seconds, the duration
could have been a lot worse as
indicated by their screaming
cheers when the running time
was announced.

This level of hustle and de-

termination was evident during
drills and in the overall energy of
the team.

“We do stuff creatively that we
practice, and for them, we’re re-
ally trying to get them to under-
stand what it looks like to com-
pete to exhaustion,” Kieger said.

With four new powerhouse
teams joining the Big Ten, this
energy will be essential when
trying to keep up with stars like
JuJu Watkins and Kiki Rice.

“(The new Big Ten teams) will
be getting up and down the court,
playing fast, playing aggressive,
and we’re going to be playing
some of the best players in the
country,” graduate guard Alli
Campbell said.

Gracie Merkle’s

toughness

Bellarmine transfer Gracie
Markle — who stands at 6-foot-
6 and led the nation in field-goal
percentage last season — is
coming off of a dominant fresh-
man campaign that resulted in
her being named the 2023 ASUN
Freshman Player of the Year.
Merkle’s new coach is expecting
big things.

“I really think she’s going to
surprise a lot of people in the
country,” Kieger said. “She came
here to play at the highest level.
She wants to play against the
best post players in America.”

When running drills against
several of the student managers,
Merkle used her power to box out
and send defenders flying across
the floor.

Outside of her height, Merk-
le’s ball handling and quickness
stood out. Those skills at that size
are likely reasons she accumu-
lated 30 assists and finished with
a 70.2% field goal percentage last
season at Bellarmine.

“It’s not just her height, it’s her
skill,” Kieger said. “Obviously
she’s 6-foot-6 and is a command-
ing presence inside for us down
low, but she’s really, really skilled.
Her footwork is next level.”

To email reporter: nda5168@psu.edu
Follow him on X @aberegg_noah
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Register and find your polling
place at nextgenamerica.org/vote

Be like

Taylor.

Be a voter.

“I've done my research, and I've made my choice.
Your research is all yours to do, and the choice is
yours to make. | also want to say, especially to first
time voters: Remember that in order to vote, you
have to be registered! | also find it's much easier
to vote early.”

o - Taylor Swift

Registration Deadline:
October 21, 2024

Election Day:
November 5, 2024
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