
Published independently by students at Penn StateHOME GAME SPECIAL: NEWS COVERAGE INSIDE

(3-2)  PENN STATE
NITTANY LIONS

NORTHWESTERN (3-2)

WILDCATS

Vol. 126, No. 7 Friday, Oct. 10, 2025 @DailyCollegian

By Avery Hill
THE DAILY COLLEGIAN

PASADENA, Calif. — A  
stonefaced James Franklin 
placed his hands at his side and 
stared at the confetti raining on 
the field. Penn State was in Cali-
fornia, at the Rose Bowl Stadium 
but this was no dream nor bowl 
game.

The Nittany Lions had just lost 
to UCLA in what’s likely consid-
ered the worst loss in the James 
Franklin tenure, arguably the 
worst in Penn State history. In 
turn, just as they did last week, 
fans are calling for Franklin’s 
job. From an outsider’s perspec-
tive, it’s a more reasonable re-
quest this week than ever, but is it  
realistic for Penn State to do so?

The short answer is: whether 
it’s due to his contract details or 
the state of the Nittany Lions, fir-
ing Penn State’s head man may 
be harder than you think.

The buyout
James Franklin signed a  

10-year deal in 2021, locking him 
into the job until 2031 and that’s 
just the beginning of what makes 
the move complicated.

If Franklin were to be fired 
Sunday, or at any time before 
Jan 1.,2026, without cause, Penn 
State University would owe him 
$56 million in buyout money. If 
done during the offseason, that  
number goes down to $48 million.

The buyout’s determined by 
adding Franklin’s $500,000 base 
salary to his $6.5 million supple-
mental pay and $1 million life 
insurance loan, multiplied by 
the amount of years left on his  
contract.

To do the math for you, even if 
Penn State waited until his 2029 
coaching year, Franklin would be 
owed $24 million — that’s still a 
hard bargain. For comparison, 
former Texas A&M head coach 
Jimbo Fisher has the highest 
buyout, topping $75 million after 
being fired.

For the current coaches, one 
who was on the hot seat but 
beat No. 9 Texas on Saturday, is 
Florida’s Billy Napier. After the 
season, his buyout sits at $19.38 
million after the season, per CBS 
Sports. Alabama’s Kalen DeBoer 
is also a name tossed in the hat 
anytime the Crimson Tide loses, 
college football writer Matt Hayes 
reported in August that DeBoer’s 
buyout is $70 million.

Amid $700 million renovations 
that were mostly made possible 
due to generous donors and 
an uptick in sponsorships, it’s 
a problem the university likely 
doesn’t want to have at this mo-
ment, even if it becomes the only 
option.

The only feasible plan would 
be if Franklin voluntarily steps 
down, is fired with cause, or takes 
another job elsewhere. Let’s be 
frank, that’s not happening.

The plan and potential 
candidates

So, Penn State decides to 
get rid of Franklin and start 
over. This is where it gets more  
complicated. 

Franklin secured his extension 
and has remained at Penn State 
due to his ability to be consistent 
and win, even if it wasn’t the big 
games. Franklin boasts a 104-44 
record while at Penn State, has 
seen postseason play in all but 
one season and secured top-10 
AP Poll finishes in five campaigns 
— that’s not easy to follow up.

If Vice President for Intercol-
legiate Athletics Pat Kraft and 
the governing staff is smart, it 
would need a high-profile coach 
who can build on what Franklin 
has accomplished and surpass 
his legacy.

Considering the  
aforementioned AP Poll finishes, 
that leaves a short list of candi-
dates.

It’s safe to include who many 
consider the college-coaching 
G.O.A.T in Nick Saban as well 
as NFL legend Jon Gruden in 

conversation. Both have been 
rumored to want to get back 
into coaching. If you want to get 
a current coach to depart their 
program, Indiana’s Curt Cignetti 
likely enters the conversation and 
Syracuse’s Fran Brown is also a 
potential candidate  given his  
recruiting pedigree.

The buyout plays part in this is-
sue. To get a top guy, Penn State 
would need the money to pay that 
guy.

That means the Nittany Lions 
could be forced to get a Group of 
Six head coach or Power Four co-
ordinator, like Franklin’s former 
offensive coordinator, Old Domin-
ion’s Ricky Rahne. 

That likely doesn’t get the job 
done, and Penn State could be 
forced to hit the coaching market 
again in a few years despite hav-
ing two of its recent head coaches 
have tenures that span more than 
a decade. 

That’s a scary situation for 
Happy Valley, and it’s still going to 
be hard to please its fanbase and 
donors in that case.

Other considerations
Firing a head coach has plenty 

of implications, which is why get-
ting a strong guy to replace him is 
an impossible necessity for Penn 
State.

At the top of the list is  
recruiting.

2027 commit Kemon Spell was 
just ranked the No. 8 player and 
No. 1 running back in the coun-
try. Franklin recruited him, so if 
you lose Franklin, you likely lose 
Spell. That goes for the rest of 
the team’s recruits and plenty of  
current players.

After this season, Drew  
Allar, Nick Singleton, Kaytron Al-
len, Dani Dennis-Sutton, Zakee 
Wheatley and A.J. Harris are 
some of many who are expected 
to take their talents to the NFL. 
But that also means players 
with eligibility like wide receiver 
Devonte Ross, offensive guard 
Cooper Cousins and linebacker 

Amare Campbell could hit the 
portal.

It’s worth mentioning that if it 
happens during the season, play-
ers could depart the program im-
mediately, effectively ending any 
hopes of postseason play under 
an interim coach. 

Recency bias says the  
Nittany Lions’ coaching staff has 
struggled with the team, but all 
of these guys were known as top 
coaches at their positions before 
the season.

Looking at the other side of it, 
financial struggles could be al-
leviated by generous donors, but 
that’s a big investment that likely 
puts tons of pressure on Kraft to 
produce results fast or face is-
sues with the ones who hold the 
money in the long term.

There’s also the fact that not 
every team is going to win a  
national championship.

Penn State hasn’t gotten that 
honor since 1986, and it’s possible 
that a title just isn’t in the cards 
for Penn State despite its search 
for a new head man. 

Firing a coach is never easy, 
but when you consider Franklin’s 
resume and Penn State’s history, 
it gets at least 10-times harder. 

To email reporter: amh8304@psu.edu.
Follow him on X @official_aveee.

FIRE FRANKLIN?

“On that same  
accord, highly  
touted position 
coaches, like tight 
ends coach Ty 
Howle and offensive 
line coach Phil  
Trautwein would be 
out the door, too.”
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No. 	 Name		         Position/Elig.
0	 Alijah Jones	        	 DB/Fr.
1	 Carmine Bastone	        	 DL/Gr.
2	 Ryan Boe			  QB/Fr.
2	 Fred Davis ll	        	 DB/Gr.
3	 Frank Covey IV	       	 WR/So.
4	 Cam Porter	        	 RB/Gr.
4	 Anto Saka	        	 DL/Jr.
5	 Caleb Komolafe	         	 RB/So.
6	 Robert Fitzgerald	        	 DB/Jr.
6	 Joseph Himon ll	       	 RB/Jr.
7	 Ore Adeyi	        	 DB/Gr.
8	 Preston Stone	       	 QB/Gr.
8	 Dillon Tatum	        	 DB/Jr.
9	 Braden Turner	        	 DB/Jr.
10	 Ricky Ahumaraeze		  WR/So.
11	 Luke Akers		  P/Gr.
11	 Seth Valeri	        	 DB/Fr.
12	 Marcus Romain	        	 QB/Fr.
12	 Evan Smith		  DB/Jr.
13	 Gavin Frakes	        	 QB/Jr.
13	 Josh Fussell    		  DB/So.
14	 Dube Enongene	    	 WR/Fr.
14	 Yannis Karlaftis		  LB/Gr.
15	 Brendan Flakes	        	 DL/Jr.
15	 Sean Winton	        	 QB/Fr.
16          J.J. Lewis       		  DB/So.
16	 Brennan Saxe	  	 WR/Fr.
17	 Griffin Wilde     		  WR/Jr.

No. 	 Name		         Position/Elig. 
18	 Camp Magee		  WR/So.
18	 Garner Wallace		  DB/Gr.
19	 Drew Wagner		  WR/So.
20	 Chase Farrell	       	 WR/Fr.
21	 Damon Walters	        	 DB/So.
23    	 Terrion Curry-Hicks	 DB/Fr.
23	 Cole Shivers	        	 DB/So.
24	 Dashun Reeder  		  RB/Fr.
25	 Marquet Dorsey Jr.		 DB/Fr.
26	 Albert Kunickis ll       	 RB/Jr.
26	 Jalen Lewis	       	 DB/So.
27	 Daniel Anderson	        	 RB/Fr.
27	 Jack Oyola		  DB/Jr.
28	 Timi Oke		   	 DB/Fr.
29	 Jon Jon Stevens Jr.		 DB/Fr.
31	 Sean Martin	        	 DB/Fr.
31	 Tito Williams Jr.	        	 DB/Fr.
32	 Matthew Smith	        	 LB/Fr.
33	 Braydon Brus	       	 LB/Jr.
34	 Payton Roth	       	 LB/So.
35	 Tate Crane	        	 WR/Gr.
36	 Ronny Johnson		  RB/Fr.
37 	 Mac Uihlein		  LB/Sr.
38	 Josh Veldman		  LB/So.
39	 Jack Florentine		  LS/Fr.
40	 Jason Reynolds ll	       	 LB/Jr.
41	 Robby Preckel		  RB/Fr.
42	 Nigel Glover		  LB/So.

No. 	 Name		         Position/Elig. 
43	 Noah LaPorte	        	 TE/Fr.
44	 Callen Campbell	        	 DL/Fr.
45	 Jack Sadowsky V 		  LB/Jr.
46	 Lincoln Creager	       	 LB/Fr.
47	 Michael Kilbane	        	 DL/Jr.
48	 Tyler Kielmeyer 	        	 TE/Fr.
49	 Liam Reardon		  LS/Sr.
50	 Talan Chandler		  OL/Fr.
51	 Miles Crutchley	        	 LB/Jr.
52	 Richie Hagarty		  DL/Gr.
53	 Tanner Jumpp	  	 DL/Fr.
54	 Tyler Gant	        	 DL/So.
55	 Dylan Roberts	        	 DL/So.
56	 Mason Mayne	        	 DL/Fr.
57	 Hayden Wright		  OL/Ft.
58	 Nathaniel Campbell	 LB/Gr.
59	 Jack Trautmann	        	 DL/Fr.
60	 Evan Beerntsen	        	 OL/Sr.
61	 Mstt Keeler		  OL/Sr.
62	 Ezomo Oratokhai		  OL/Fr.
63	 Xavior Gray	        	 OL/Sr.
64	 Anthony Birsa		  OL/So.
62 	 Jaxon Dunn		  OL/Fr.
65	 Jackson Carsello		  OL/Sr.
67	 Jace Borcherding	        	 OL/Fr. 
69	 Jack Bailey		  OL/Gr.
71	 Dennis Rahouski		  OL/Fr.
72	 Caleb Tiernan		  OL/Gr.

No. 	 Name		         Position/Elig. 
73	 Deuce McGuire	        	 OL/Jr.
74	 Nick Herzog	        	 OL/Jr.
75	 Martes Lewis	        	 OL/Gr.
76	 Michael O’Connell		  OL/Fr.
77	 Idrys Cotton	       	 OL/Fr.
78	 Trey Boyd		  OL/Fr.
80	 Hayden Eligon ll	        	 WR/So.
81	 Chris Petrucci		  TE/Jr.
82	 Braden Blueitt		  WR/Fr.
82	 Jack Olsen	        	 K/Sr.
83	 Blake Van Buren	        	 TE/Jr.
84	 Hunter Welcing	        	 TE/Gr.
85	 Pstrick Schaller	        	 TE/Fr.
86	 Lawson Albright		  TE/Gr.
87	 Carson Grove	        	 WR/Fr.
88	 Alex Lines	      	 TE/Gr.
89	 Cam Russell	        	 WR/Fr.
91	 Aidan Hubbard		  DL/Gr.
92	 Nikola Dugandzic		  P/Fr.
93	 Mason Green		  DL/So.
93	 Caden O’Rourke		  DL/Fr.
94	 Henry Helms		  K/Jr.
94	 Migo Jackson		  DL/Sr.
95	 Najee Story		  DL/Sr.
96	 Jonah Hayes		  DL/Fr.
97	 Braxton Strong		  DL/Fr.
98	 Landon Lauter		  DL/Fr.
99	 Troy Regovich		  DL/Fr.
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No. 	 Name 		        Position/Elig.
0  	 Dominic DeLuca 		  LB/Sr.
1	 Kyron Hudson 		  WR/Sr.
2 	 Liam Clifford 		  WR/Sr.
2 	 Audavion Collins 		  CB/Jr.
3 	 Antoine Belgrave-Shorter 	 S/Fr.
3 	 Koby Howard 		  WR/Fr.
4 	 Tyseer Denmark 		  WR/Fr.
4 	 A.J. Harris 		  CB/Jr..
5 	 Daryus Dixson 		  CB/Fr.
5 	 Devonte Ross 		  WR/Sr.
6 	 Zakee Wheatley 		  S/Sr.
6 	 Matt Outten 		  WR/Fr.
7 	 Kaden Saunders 		  WR/Jr.
7 	 Zion Tracy 		  CB/Jr.
8 	 DaKaari Nelson 		  LB/So.
8	 Trebor Pena		  WR/Sr.
9 	 Elliot Washington ll 	 CB/Jr.
10 	 Nick Singleton 		  RB/Sr.
10 	 Dejuan Lane 		  S/So.
11 	 LaVar Arrington ll 	 LB/Fr.
11	 Lyrick Samuel 		  WR/Fr.  	

    12 	 Anthony Ivey 		  WR/Jr.
12	 Xxavier Thomas		  CB/Fr.
13	 Kaytron Allen 		  RB/Sr.
13 	 Tony Rojas 		  LB/Jr.
14 	 Braz Thomas 		  S/Fr.
14 	 Riley Thompson 		  P/Sr.
14 	 Jaxon Smolik 		  QB/So.
15 	 Drew Allar 		  QB/Sr.
15	 Joshua Johnson		  CB/Fr.
16 	 Khalil Dinkins 		  TE/Sr
16 	 Bekkem Kritza 		  QB/Fr.
16 	 King Mack 		  S/Jr.

No. 	 Name 		         Position/Elig.
17 	 Ethan Grunkemeyer 	 QB/Fr.
17 	 Kenny Woseley Jr. 	 CB/Fr.
18 	 Joey Schlaffer 		  TE/So.
18 	 Max Granville		  DE/Fr.
19 	 Josiah Brown 		  WR/Fr.
19	 Chaz Coleman		  DE/Fr.
19 	 Jack Lambert 		  QB/So.
20 	 Mylachi Williams 		  DE/Fr.
21	 Vaboue Toure		     S/Fr.
21	 Jabree Coleman		  RB/Fr.
23 	 Tikey Hayes 		  RB/Fr.
23	 Jahmir Joseph		  CB/Fr.
24 	 Corey Smith 		  RB/Fr.
24	 Amare Campbell		  LB/Jr.
25 	 Quinton Martin Jr. 	 RB/Fr..
25 	 Alex Tatsch 		  LB/Fr.
26	 Cam Smith		  LB/Fr.
26 	 Cam Wallace 		  RB/So.
27 	 Lamont Payne Jr. 		 CB/So.
28 	 Zane Durant 		  DT/Sr.
28 	 Karson Kiesewetter	  S/So.
29	 Daniel Jennings		  DE/Fr,
30 	 Amiel Davis 		  RB/Sr.
30 	 Kari Jackson 		  LB/Fr.
31 	 Logan Cunningham 	 WR/Jr.
31 	 Kolin Dinkins 		  CB/Jr.
32 	 Keon Wylie 		  LB/Jr.
33 	 Dani Dennis-Sutton 	 DE/Sr.
34 	 Tyler Holzworth 		  RB/Sr.
34 	 Owen Wafle 		  DT/Fr.
35 	 Blaise Sokach-Minnick 	 SN/Jr.
35 	 Tyler Armstead 		  CB/Fr.
36 	 Zuriah Fisher 		  DE/Sr.

No. 	 Name 		       Position/Elig.
38 	 Jackson Pryts 		  LB/Jr.
38 	 Winston Yates 		  LB/So.
39 	 Ty Blanding 		  DT/So.
39 	 Jashaun Green 		   S/Jr.
40 	 Anthony Speca 		  LB/Fr.
42 	 Mason Robinson 		  DE/So.
43 	 Dayshaun Burnett		 DE/Fr.
44	 Jaylen Harvey 		  DE/Fr.
44	 Matt Henderson		  TE/Fr.
45 	 Enai White 		  DT/Jr.
46	 Cortez Harris`		  DE/Fr.
47 	 Aidan Probst 		  DE/Fr.
48 	 Tyler Duzansky 		  SN/Sr.
50 	 Cooper Cousins 		  OL/So.
50 	 Alonzo Ford Jr.		   DT/Sr.
51 	 Michael Troutman lll 	 OL/Fr. 	

    52 	 Randy Adirika 		  DT/Fr.
52 	 Dominic Rulli 		  OL/Jr.
53 	 Nick Dawkins 		  OL/Sr.
54 	 Xavier Gilliam 		  DT/Fr.
54	 Ian Harvie		  OL/Jr.
54 	 TJ Shanahan Jr. 		  OL/So.
55 	 Chimdy Onoh 		  OL/So.
58 	 Kaleb Artis 		  DT/Jr.
59	 Brady O’Hara		  OL/Fr.
61 	 Liam Horan 		  OL/Fr.
63 	 Alex Birchmeier 		  OL/So.
64 	 Eagan Boyer 		  OL/Fr.
65 	 Jim Fitzgerald 		  OL/Jr.
66 	 Drew Shelton 		  OL/Sr.
67 	 Henry Boehme 		  OL/So.
68 	 Anthony Donkoh 		  OL/So.
70 	 Garrett Sexton 		  OL/Fr.	

    No. 	 Name 		       Position/Elig.
71 	 Vega Ioane 		  OL/Jr.
72 	 Nolan Rucci 		  OL/Sr.
73 	 Caleb Brewer 		  OL/Fr.
74 	 J’ven Williams 		  OL/So.
75 	 Matt Detisch 		  OL/Jr.
76 	 Mason Carlan 		  OL/Sr.
77 	 Owen Aliciene 		  OL/Fr.
78	 Malachi Goodman		 OL/Fr.
79 	 Donnie Harbour 		  OL/Fr.
80	 Jeff Exinor Jr.		  WR/Fr.
81	 Donte Nastasi 	                  CB/So.
82 	 Ethan Black 	                  WR/So.
83 	 Brian Kortovich 		  TE/Fr.
84 	 Peter Gonzalez 		  WR/Fr.
85 	 Luke Reynolds 		  TE/So.
86 	 Aaron Enterline 		  WR/Fr.
87 	 Andrew Rappleyea                WR/So.
88 	 Andrew Olesh 		  TE/Fr.
88 	 Sam Siafa 		  DT/So.
89 	 Finn Furmanek 		  TE/So.
90 	 Liam Andrews 		  DT/Fr.
92 	 Andrew Dufault 		  SN/Fr.
93 	 Bobby Mears 		  DE/So.
94 	 Ryan Barker 		  K/So.
94 	 De’Andre Cook 		  DT/Fr.
95 	 Jordan Mayer 		  DE/So.
98 	 Matthew Parker 		  K/Fr.
99 	 Yvan Kemajou 		  DE/Fr.
99 	 Gabriel Nwosu 		  P/Sr

‘It starts with me’ 
Franklin talks offensive line, outside noise, accountability

By Lexie Linderman
THE DAILY COLLEGIAN

This week is a crucial one for 
Penn State. If it loses, jobs that 
were in jeopardy prior to the 
game are even more under fire, 
and those sentiments will be 
hard to ignore.

One of those positions is 
James Franklin’s, who met 
with the media Wednesday for 
his usual after-practice media 

availability. There, he once again  
discussed taking accountabil-
ity as well as tuning out outside 
noise.

Here’s more on what Franklin 
had to say.

Offensive line rotation
Last weekend’s bout against 

UCLA featured some rotation 
on the offensive line with T.J.  
Shanahan Jr. earning his first 
start at right guard, while  

Anthony Donkoh rotated in at 
right tackle for three snaps in the 
second half.

Franklin has preached since 
the beginning of the season that 
he has seven guys he feels com-
fortable playing on the offensive 
line and rotation has been nor-
mal, but the defeat was the first 
time Donkoh had checked in at 
right tackle this season.

“The plan was to get him some 
work at right tackle as part of the 
rotation,” Franklin said. “He’s 
had some bumps and bruises 
that he’s been dealing with, so 
that’s just part of the entire plan. 
We want to be able to get Rucci a 
few series out and get Donkoh in 
there, for depth, for durability — 
for all of it.”

Donkoh was listed as  
questionable before the game 
against the Bruins, and he only 
played those three snaps. As the 
season chugs along, Franklin 
would like to continue rotating at 
the right tackle spot barring Penn 
State “is healthy enough to do it.”

Outside animosity
To put it lightly, Penn State fans 

have not been thrilled throughout 
the first five games of the 2025 
season. But the loss to UCLA was 
the boiling point, and it’s quite 
likely the team walks out to boos 
from the Stripe Out crowd.

The players and staff have 

heard it all before. There were 
“Fire Franklin” chats during the 
White Out against Oregon along 
with boos. Regardless, Franklin 
understands the frustration and 
is trying not to focus on it.

“We try to control the things 
that we can control. We’ve had 
this in the past. I obviously don’t 
want it. Nobody wants it,” Frank-
lin said. “I want the players to 
have a great experience. I want 
the coaches to have a great ex-
perience. I want the fans to feel 
good and be excited, and I know 
that we impact their mood for the 
week and the year. So I get it.”

Franklin also acknowledged 
the program is one of “high ex-
pectations,” so naturally the fans 
won’t be happy when the Nittany 
Lions lose back-to-back games, 
one of which came against the 
worst team in the conference, and 
drop out of the AP top-25 for the 
first time since 2022.

“Am I happy about it? No, but I 
get it,” Franklin said. “It’s outside 
of our control, and we try to pour 
all of our energy on the things 
that we can control.”

Internal accountability
Franklin preached during his 

Monday press conference that 
the struggles Penn State has had 
this season start with him. He is 
the head of this program, and that 
makes him the fall guy and the 

one who needs to take the most 
accountability.

The veteran head coach  
reiterated the same sentiment af-
ter practice Wednesday.

“It starts with me, and that’s 
important, that everybody un-
derstands that, and I understand 
that very, very clearly,” Franklin 
said. “That’s hard conversations 
in the Lasch Football Building 
with the football staff.”

Franklin followed up and said 
most people inside the program, 
whether it’s the players or staff, 
have taken it upon themselves 
to realize what they need to do 
better and how they can improve 
and salvage this season.

As for what he’s learned about 
himself throughout the last two 
weeks of losing football, Franklin 
said he’s had to be honest with 
himself and those around him 
in order to try and take steps  
forward.

“It starts with all of us looking 
in the mirror and making the ad-
justments we can make, and own-
ing it, and then moving forward in 
a positive direction, and remind-
ing the players that we’re closer 
than maybe it feels right now and 
that it’s being reported, right?” 
Franklin said. “It’s never as bad 
as you think. It’s never as good 
as you think, although it feels bad 
right now to everybody.”

By Lexie Linderman
THE DAILY COLLEGIAN

After a rough Saturday for 
Penn State fans, many turned 
their attention to the NFL on 
Sunday.

A few former Nittany Lions in 
the big leagues had solid days, 
but no one really exploded as 
some have done in past weeks.

Tyler Warren, tight end, 
Indianapolis Colts

After a somewhat quiet Week 4, 
Tyler Warren’s name was called 
consistently once again in the In-
dianapolis Colts blowout win over 
the Las Vegas Raiders.

Warren had four catches for 
44 yards in the win along with 

his first career receiving touch-
down. The former Nittany Lions 
currently leads all tight ends in 
receiving yards in just his first 
season in the big leagues.

In just a few games, Warren 
has cemented himself among 
some of the best tight ends in pro 
football, and people on social me-
dia are getting increasingly more 
baffled about the Chicago Bears’ 
decision to draft former Michigan 
tight end Colston Loveland ahead 
of Warren at pick No. 10.

Regardless, the Colts got a 
good one, and he’s proven to be 
as advertised despite concerns 
about his blocking ability, route-
running and speed.

Theo Johnson, tight end, 

New York Giants
Penn State’s tight end factory 

had themselves a day on Sunday, 
as Theo Johnson had one of his 
most productive games at the 
professional level.

Although he had just 33 receiv-
ing yards, Johnson had six catch-
es and two touchdowns in the 
New York Giants’ loss to the New 
Orleans Saints. Johnson’s scores 
were the only two of the day for 
New York.

Overall, Johnson is having a 
solid season with two more touch-
downs this season than he had 
his rookie year in 2024. His pro-
duction should continue to see an 
increase with star wide receiver 
Malik Nabers sidelined for the 
rest of the year with a torn ACL.

Saquon Barkley, running 
back, Philadelphia Eagles

The start of 2025 hasn’t been 
what many envisioned for Saquon 
Barkley, who is the reigning Of-
fensive Player of the Year and had 
2,005 rushing yards last season.

However, he found the end zone 
for the fourth time this season in 
the Eagles’ first loss of the season. 
The score marked Barkley’s first  
receiving touchdown of the year.

Outside of the score, Bark-
ley finished with just six rush-
ing attempts for 30 yards, while 
he tallied three catches for 58  
receiving yards.

The usage of Barkley in  
Sunday’s game was a bit  
interesting, but the former Penn 
State star now has just 267 rush-

ing yards through five games on 
83 carries — good for 3.2 yards 
per carry.

Abdul Carter, edge, New 
York Giants

While Abdul Carter didn’t 
wreak havoc in the Giants’ loss to 
the Saints, he still picked up four 
tackles, bringing his total to 13 on 
the season.

Similarly to his time at Penn 
State, fans on X were pointing 
out multiple holds on Carter, al-
though that didn’t make much of 
a difference in the end with New 
York losing by 12 points to New 
Orleans.

To email reporter: ajl7167@psu.edu
Follow her on X @lexielinderman

Sawyer Hadlum/Collegian

Penn State football head coach answers questions during a press con-
ference in Beaver Stadium on Monday, Oct. 6, 2025 Pa.

Nittany Lions in the NFL
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WILDCATS TO WATCH
By Will Horstman

THE DAILY COLLEGIAN

Former SMU backup  
quarterback Preston Stone is set 
to get his shot against Penn State.

Stone announced his transfer 
portal commitment to North-
western minutes after the Nit-
tany Lions’ playoff win over the 
Mustangs last December, and he 
headlines the Wildcats, who are 
3-2 on the year and 1-1 in Big Ten 
play this year.

The team is coming off a 42-7 
win over UL Monroe last week-
end, and James Franklin talked 
about what Northwestern has 
shown thus far this season after 
Wednesday’s practice. 

Here are a few Wildcats to 
watch in Saturday’s game.

Preston Stone, quarter-
back

Stone started his season with a 
four-interception day against Tu-
lane, but his touchdown-to-inter-
ception ratio has improved since. 
Excluding the opener, Stone has 
seven touchdowns and two picks 
this year.

Stone’s coming off a productive 
week versus UL Monroe, com-
pleting 64.5% of his passes for 
262 yards and three scores. He’s 
in his fifth collegiate year after 

transferring in from SMU with 
918 passing yards thus far.

The Dallas native doesn’t often 
take off with his legs, tallying 23 
attempts through five games, but 
it’s possible he can pick up chunk 
gains. Stone had a 30-yard rush 
on a second-and-10 play against 
the Warhawks that helped set up 
a touchdown drive.

Caleb Komolafe, running 
back

Running back Caleb Komolafe 
has totaled a touchdown in three-

straight games, including a pair 
of scores last week against UL 
Monroe. With 75 attempts, the 
redshirt sophomore is taking the 
majority of carries out of North-
western’s backfield during his 
first season as the starter.

Komolafe is averaging 4.5 
yards per carry this season. Ver-
sus UCLA, Komolafe took 27 at-
tempts for 119 yards, and he had 
13 carries for 75 yards against the 
Warhawks.

He’s flashed power on the 
ground and is capable of taking 
on a large workload, so he may 

be a test for Jim Knowles’ run  
defense.

Komolafe can run up the  
middle or off the tackles, but 
Northwestern’s offense doesn’t 
get him involved in the passing 
game as he has two catches for 
zero yards this season.

Mac Uihlein, linebacker
Linebacker Mac Uihlein has 

been a consistent contributor on 
Northwestern’s defense, tally-
ing at least four tackles in every 
game this season so far. He’s 

got 34 tackles this year with a  
season-high nine tackles coming 
against Tulane.

Uihlein is used in pass  
coverage as he has two intercep-
tions on the year. He’s been tar-
geted 12 times, allowing 12 catch-
es for 51 yards, getting reps in the 
slot when he’s not in the box.

For Penn State’s offense,  
Uihlein could be the player to 
beat if it wants to get its tight 
ends involved. 

He’s not often asked to pass 
rush with one pressure this sea-
son, but he has made his mark in 
run defense.

Aiden Hubbard, defensive 
lineman

Defensive lineman Aiden  
Hubbard has Northwestern’s 
team-high in sacks this season 
with 2.5. He primarily lines up as 
an edge rusher but also has seen 
some work from the interior.

Hubbard had a tackle and a 
sack in his most recent outing 
against the Warhawks.

He’s another experienced  
player on defense as he’s in his 
senior year. Keeping a clean 
pocket for Allar could start with 
containing Hubbard.

To email reporter: wmh5351@psu.edu.
Follow him on X @WillHorstman_.
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Northwestern quarterback Preston Stone throws a pass during a game against Oregon.

Bested by the Bruins
By Lexie Linderman

THE DAILY COLLEGIAN

PASADENA, Calif. — Penn 
State’s first road trip of the sea-
son came at the perfect time, as 
the Happy Valley faithful were 
still mourning the Nittany Lions’ 
loss to Oregon exactly one week 
ago.

“It’s a good time to get out 
of town,” James Franklin said 
Wednesday.

So they flew 2,500 miles across 
the country to take on 0-4 UCLA 
at the iconic Rose Bowl stadium. 
It was a perfect opportunity to get 
back on track and give Franklin 
sole possession of second place 
all-time in wins at Penn State.

The Nittany Lions instead 
looked like they were the worst 
Power 4 team in the nation enter-
ing this game, not the No. 7 team 
in the country, and now the fans 
have another loss to sit with.

Here are three takeaways from 
Penn State’s 42-37 loss against 
UCLA.

Defensive line might not 
be elite

UCLA entered Saturday’s  
contest having allowed nine sacks 
this season, good for 2.25 a game. 
Its offensive line by no means has 
been elite, yet Penn State’s de-
fensive line couldn’t generate any 
pressure through 2.5 quarters.

Dani Dennis-Sutton and Zane 
Durant were anticipated to be 
All-Americans, Durant especially. 
They were nowhere to be found 
at first, but eventually the pair 
picked it up.

Dennis-Sutton blocked a punt 
that Liam Clifford scooped up 
for a touchdown and picked up 
an important two-yard tackle for 
loss with the Bruins in the red 
zone halfway through the fourth 
quarter.

Durant, meanwhile, recorded 
his first sack of the season after 
starting the season with just six 
total tackles and 0.5 tackles for 
loss.

It’s still hard to ignore the 
lows for the defensive line. They 
gave up 281 rushing yards and 
were missing tackles all over the 
field. But that was pretty much 
everyone on the defense outside 
of Amare Campbell and Zakee 
Wheatley, who looked like the 
only competent tacklers.

To make matters worse, the 
defensive line jumped offsides 
twice, and the second one was 
somewhat of a game-changer. 

Durant encroached on a fourth-
and-1 in Penn State territory that 
gave UCLA an easy chance to 
score.

“We made mistakes today that 
we normally don’t make,” Frank-
lin said. “Had a ton of missed  
assignments, turnovers at  
critical times, penalties at critical 
times, things that we really don’t 
do and have not done for a very 
long time.”

Fans and media alike thought 
Dennis-Sutton and Durant could 
replicate Abdul Carter’s produc-
tion. They’re nowhere close to 
doing so.

Offensive line continues 
to struggle

The Nittany Lions’ offensive 
line has looked poor at times to 
start this season, but Franklin ex-
pressed confidence in the group 
this week, saying he still believes 
there are seven guys who could 
be starting.

And yet, the group continued to 
leave meat on the bone Saturday.

T.J. Shanahan Jr. got the start 
at right guard with Anthony 
Donkoh coming into the contest 
listed as questionable, but even 
that mix up didn’t do much.

UCLA was allowing 232  
rushing yards per game before 
facing the Nittany Lions, giv-
ing the offensive line and Nick 
Singleton a great opportunity to 
gain some confidence. Well, Penn 
State had just 57 rushing yards 
through 2.5 quarters and ended 
with 157.

The offensive line struggles 
forced Franklin to take some ac-
tion. He swapped in Donkoh for 
Nolan Rucci at right tackle, but it 
didn’t necessarily help, and Rucci 
eventually went back in at the 
spot. Drew Allar was still getting 
pressure even though the Bruins 
only had four sacks coming into 
this bout.

“I think we have the best  
offensive line in the country,” Al-
lar said “There’s going to be plays 
where they miss blocks. It’s foot-
ball. It’s an imperfect game, but 
my job is to make it right. And 
you know, I think we did that a 
fair amount today, but didn’t do 
it enough to come out with the  
result that we wanted.”

Sure, Allar can be good on the 
ground, but there’s a clear prob-
lem when he is the team’s lead-
ing rusher. And the senior was in 
Pasadena, finishing the contest 
with 78 yards on the ground.

Loss of Rojas looming 
large

As Nico Iamaleava took off for 
52 yards late in the third quarter, 
one thing was abundantly clear 
— Penn State’s defense needs 
Tony Rojas.

It’s nearly impossible to rep-
licate Rojas’ speed. He’s one of 
the fastest guys on the team, 
and it was incredibly important 
to have him on the field against 
quarterbacks that are a threat 
outside of the pocket.

Iamaleava’s 128 rushing 
yards are proof enough. There 
was no one on the Nittany Li-
ons’ defense that could catch 
Iamaleava, who blew past his 
previous career-high in rushing 
of 65 yards, and it’s no coinci-
dence this poor defensive per-
formance came the same week 
Rojas picked up a long-term in-
jury.

Dom DeLuca is a good  
linebacker, but Rojas’ chemistry 
with Campbell was at a different 
level, and that showed Saturday. 
Plainly, the defense just looked 
out of sorts, and DeLuca was 
getting ran at nearly every play.

“Couple times we spied him, 
and when we spied him, he 
was able to either make the spy 
miss or run away from the spy,” 
Franklin said postgame. “To 
your point, obviously, we lost 
a significant player for us last 
week. Normally, that would be 
his responsibility, but at the end 
of the day, we spied, and he ran 
away from the spy. We spied. He 
made the spy miss.”

For what it’s worth, the  
Bruins had a new playcaller on 
the headset this week, Jerry 
Neuheisel, leaving Penn State’s 
staff no film to work with and no 
clue what could be coming their 
way. But that’s no excuse for al-
lowing 42 points to a UCLA team 
that was averaging 14 points per 
game headed into this contest.

Additionally, the Bruins  
entered Saturday’s game with 
a 30.8% success rate on third 
down, which was last in the Big 
Ten and 125th in the country. 
Penn State allowed UCLA to 
convert 66.7% of its third down 
attempts.

It’s hard to imagine this  
defense can be one of the best in 
the country this season without 
Rojas lining up next to Campbell 
every Saturday.

To email reporter: ajl7167@psu.edu.
Follow her on X @lexielinderman.

Denmark, Howard draw buzz
By Will Horstman

THE DAILY COLLEGIAN

Penn State has a pair of 
young wide receivers who are  
continuing to draw buzz.

Tyseer Denmark and Koby 
Howard haven’t seen any play-
ing time since the Nittany Li-
ons entered Big Ten play, but 
coaches and teammates alike 
have given them praise through-
out the season. Wednesday’s  
practice was another instance.

“(They’re) talented,” safety 
King Mack said. “When I say 
talented, very, very talented. It’s 
a process and they’re doing the 
right thing. They perform every 
day. They do what they’re told. 
It’s a matter of time when that 
opportunity comes.”

Denmark was a 247Sports 
composite 3-star in the 2024 
class. He appeared in four 
games last season, tallying two 
catches for 28 yards, including a 
touchdown reception at the end 
of the Maryland game.

Howard’s a year younger than 
Denmark and came to Penn 
State as a 4-star. He made flash-
es throughout fall camp by being 
named the “touchdown king” for 
scoring the most touchdowns of 
anyone on offense.

That allowed the coaching 
staff to give Howard the “yel-
low light” to burn his redshirt, 
meaning he would play in more 
than four games if needed by the 
team.

Despite making a name for 
themselves in the room, Den-
mark and Howard haven’t seen 
much action in 2025. The Nit-
tany Lions have Trebor Peña, 
Kyron Hudson, Devonte Ross 
and Liam Clifford ahead of the 
younger duo in the rotation.

“Obviously we’re in a  
position right now where we 
don’t have plays and drives that 
just throw somebody out there 
and see how it goes,” Franklin 
said. “We got to get our best 
guys on the field. Every rep is 

like gold, every drive is like gold, 
and we got to maximize that.”

Denmark first received 17 
snaps in the opener against  
Nevada, but has since only seen 
two snaps, last appearing versus 
Villanova. Howard is in a similar 
situation, getting 22 snaps in the 
Nevada game and four against 
the Wildcats.

Howard has yet to log a catch 
this season while Denmark has a 
pair of receptions for 17 yards.

Still, Denmark and Howard’s 
work behind the scenes doesn’t 
go unnoticed, and they were even 
highlighted by Drew Allar.

“They’ve been getting better, 
two younger guys in our program, 
they’re definitely into the point 
where they’re understanding 
the expectations and standards 
and that sort of thing,” Allar 
said Wednesday via Zoom. “And 
I think the last handful of weeks, 
they both have been practicing 
at the most consistent level they 
have since they’ve been here. Re-
ally excited about those two guys. 
Those guys are unselfish.”

Since wide receivers coach 
Marques Hagans took over the 
position group in 2023, redshirt or 
true freshmen typically haven’t 
seen much production. The last 
time Penn State had a freshman 
who made a considerable impact 
was Parker Washington in 2020 
with 36 catches for 489 yards.

In other words, it’s not out of 
the ordinary for younger receiv-
ers like Denmark and Howard to 
have to wait for their turn despite 
turning some heads in practice. It 
might not be known exactly when 
Denmark and Howard will be 
called upon, but teammates have 
faith in the two.

“They’ll do whatever the  
coaches ask them to do, and 
they’ll go make plays when the 
plays are presented to them,” Al-
lar said. “So (I’m) really excited 
about their futures.”

To email reporter: wmh5351@psu.edu.
Follow him on X @WIllHorstman_.
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Wide receiver Tyseer Denmark (4) runs a drill during Penn State foot-
ball practice.

Cartoon by Nate Campbell
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ALLAR ‘SETS THE TONE’
By Lexie Linderman

THE DAILY COLLEGIAN

Drew Allar is never happy 
while fielding questions from 
reporters after a loss. But he es-
pecially wasn’t thrilled when he 
was asked if Penn State is still in 
the hunt for the College Football 
Playoff after losing to then-0-4 
UCLA.

“What do you think?” Allar 
scoffed.

The answer in his mind was 
obviously yes — and he followed 
up in his answer as such —  even 
though the general public whole-
heartedly disagrees. At 3-2, it 
would take winning out, which 
means snapping an eight-game 
losing streak to Ohio State and 
beating No. 7 Indiana. 

Clearly, Allar is confident in his 
team. He said after the loss Sat-
urday the 2025 Nittany Lions will 
be defined by how they respond to 
this defeat, and he expected ev-
eryone to respond well. Four days 
later, Allar continued to express 
that trust when speaking with re-
porters on Zoom.

“For us as at least in the lock-
er room, as players, (we’re) ex-
tremely motivated,” Allar said. 
“I mean, not particularly happy. 
I think more just motivated than 
ever because of just everything 
that’s transpired. But yeah, I 

think we’re an extremely motivat-
ed group. I think we got a great 
group of leaders that are going to 
be able to help us rebound from 
this. And just go ahead, take it one 
day at a time, not looking too far 
into the future or into the past.”

Allar is one of Penn State’s 
main leaders since it’s his third 
year as the starter and second 
as the offensive captain. In some 
ways, it’s his responsibility to help 
the Nittany Lions move forward.

The senior said he hasn’t really 
changed much within his routine 
following the two losses — he 
still arrives at the Lasch Build-
ing around 6 a.m. and doesn’t 
leave until 8:30 p.m. But Allar is 
bringing a more competitive edge  
during practice in hopes of  
getting the rest fired up.

Allar’s side of the ball has been 

getting the heat this season,  
although the offense wasn’t  
necessarily to blame against 
UCLA. 

It did, however, falter on fourth-
and-2 with the game on the line, 
and offensive coordinator Andy 
Kotelnicki is once again getting 
plenty of heat.

Allar expressed the utmost 
trust in his playcaller, as he usu-
ally does, on Wednesday, saying 
the two have a “really good re-
lationship” and Kotelnicki does 
“a really great job” showing his 
players the intent behind his play 
designs.

“I think this Saturday kind of 
showed it, because there were a 
couple plays (where) they were 
driving a couple of our routes, 
and I made a mention to him, 
and some of the receivers made 
a mention to him about an adjust-
ment we can make, and we ended 
up scoring on the play later, be-
cause he listened to us and saw 
what we were talking about,” Al-
lar said. “So he’s very open ears 
to everything, and he just wants 
us to go out and play the best foot-
ball that we can.”

Penn State needs to get back 
on track against Northwestern 
this week. It knows that, and so 
does Allar. 

His focus ahead of Saturday’s 
Stripe Out is to just take every-

thing one day at a time and hon-
ing in on every small detail, which 
is especially important consider-
ing the lack of energy the Nittany 
Lions displayed in Pasadena, 
California.

“I think going forward it’s just 
about taking it one day at a time, 
and pouring everything that we 
can as players into each day of 
preparation and asking all the 

questions that we need to ask, 
and taking diligent notes, what-
ever the case is for each position 
group, and just moving on from 
there,” Allar said. “We have great 
leadership between the coaches 
and players that are going to be 
able to get that done.”

To email reporter: ajl7167@psu.edu.
Follow her on X @lexielinderman.

Stock up, stock down
By Will Horstman

THE DAILY COLLEGIAN

Penn State as a whole is trend-
ing down, but there’s specifics in 
this plummet.

The coaching staff should 
be held most responsible after 
UCLA’s upset over the Nittany 
Lions, but there were a few bright 
spots in the team’s nightmare. 

Here’s who’s stock is mov-
ing up and down after one of the 
worst losses in program history.

Stock up: Drew Allar
Allar’s stock has continued to 

slide all season, but to his credit, 
he had a respectable perfor-
mance against the Bruins.

While he had some misses, Al-
lar completed 73.1% of his passes 
for 200 yards and two touch-
downs, including a 40-yard score 
to tight end Khalil Dinkins.

Allar made a bunch of plays 
with his legs as well. He had a 
team-high 78 rushing yards on 11 
carries, picking up some key first 
downs along the way.

It’s tough to blame this loss on 
Allar, which is an improvement 
from what he showed against Or-
egon. 

Stock down: James Frank-
lin, Andy Kotelnicki, Jim 
Knowles

There’s no other way to put it: 
This past weekend was a straight 
up disaster class by Penn State’s 
top-three staffers in head coach 
James Franklin, offensive coordi-
nator Andy Kotelnicki and defen-
sive coordinator Jim Knowles.

The Nittany Lions are report-
edly paying Knowles $3.1 mil-
lion, but that investment really 
couldn’t have looked worse Satur-
day. Thirty-three-year-old UCLA 
play caller Jerry Neuheisel in-
stalled his game plan just two 
days before the game, and it 
generated 42 points and 446 total 
yards.

Kotelnicki’s play calling, on 
the other hand, was question-
able at times. Particularly on  

wfourth-and-2 near the end of the 
game, where calling a power read 
between quarterback Drew Allar 
and wide receiver Trebor Peña is 
certainly a choice.

And then there’s Franklin, 
who simply didn’t have his team 
moved on from the Oregon loss 
and prepared for UCLA. One of 
the positives about Franklin used 
to be he’d win the games he’s 
supposed to win, but after losing 
as the favorite in back-to-back 
weeks, that is slowly shifting.

Stock up: Kaytron Allen
Running back Kaytron Allen 

scored two touchdowns Satur-
day and is averaging 7 yards per 
carry this season. While he only 
saw eight carries versus UCLA, it 
feels like his importance is exem-
plified when he’s not on the field.

Allen has been producing as 
Penn State’s best offensive player. 
Saturday, he looked like his usual 
self, averaging 6.3 yards per at-
tempt, including a 13-yard touch-
down run in the first quarter.

But then when the game is on 
the line on fourth-and-2, Allen 
isn’t on the field. For a team that 
needs two yards to stay alive, not 
riding the hot hand in Allen hurts.

Allen not being on the field was 
a bit of a trend as well — he had 
22 snaps. For comparison, fel-
low running back Nick Singleton 
was given 37 snaps and 11 car-
ries while averaging 3.5 yards per  
attempt. 

Stock down: Linebacker 
depth

Without Tony Rojas, Penn 
State’s linebackers are practical-
ly just Amare Campbell and Dom 
DeLuca, who accounted for 95% 
of the reps given to players at the 
position Saturday.

Cam Smith made his collegiate 
debut against UCLA, but it was 
only for one play as it was when 
DeLuca was off the field due to in-
jury. Alex Tatsch is another fresh-
man who has received praise and 
was rewarded more playing time 
versus Villanova, but he also had 

one snap.
Keon Wylie is seemingly the 

No. 3 linebacker, but he regis-
tered five snaps.

Rojas going down to injury 
was a prime opportunity for a 
depth piece to step up. While 
there’s still time for one to do so, 
it didn’t necessarily look close to 
happening against the Bruins.

Stock up: TJ Shanahan 
Jr. ; Stock down: Anthony 
Donkoh

Heading into the weekend, 
Anthony Donkoh had been the 
usual starter at right guard. 
While he was listed as “ques-
tionable” on the availability re-
port, he still played, but not as 
much as TJ Shanahan Jr.

Shanahan was the starter, 
logging 58 snaps compared to 
Donkoh’s 14. He registered an 
86.9 PFF pass blocking grade 
and didn’t allow a single pres-
sure on Allar. 

Donkoh also rotated in for No-
lan Rucci at right tackle, playing 
three snaps there in the second 
half before Rucci returned for 
the rest of the bout. 

It’ll be interesting to watch 
if this continues even when 
Donkoh isn’t a part of the pre-
game availability report, but 
in the meantime, Shanahan 
could be the new starter moving  
forward.

To email reporter: wmh5351@psu.edu.
Follow him on X @WillHorstman_

Turning it up
By Lyle Alenstein
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Last week at practice, there 
was a digital video board that 
read “1-0”. 

It served as a reminder about 
what needed to be accomplished 
following the loss to Oregon — it 
didn’t happen as 1-0 turned into 
0-1 for the second-straight week 
after a defeat to UCLA.

Riding a two-game losing 
streak, Wednesday’s practice 
had a different kind of intensity. 
As tight end Andrew Rappleyea 
put it, “today was one of those 
days.”

“There’s been a lot more 
physical interactions between 
players in a good way,” Rapple-
yea said. “In the sense of we’re 
getting much better looks. It’s 
more competitive.”

From a media perspective, 
practice looked the same. Line-
backers caught passes. Defen-
sive ends worked on bending 
the corner. The offensive line 
repped pulling to the outside. 
The offense started with ball  
security.

Yet, the players felt it was dif-
ferent. There was an intensity 
that has been there before, but 
might not have been present in 
recent weeks. That kind of en-
ergy is needed as Penn State 
dropped from No. 7 in the AP 
Poll to unranked for the first 
time since Week 2 of 2022.

“Our practices have been in-
tentional this week because we 
know what’s expected,” safety 
King Mack said. “We know that 
the past two weeks, that’s not 
what’s been expected. So we 
know that we had to step up to 
another level and that’s exactly 
what we’re doing.”

There’s been a lot of talk ex-
ternally about the locker room 
potentially being lost. The  
players on the other hand, 
couldn’t disagree more.

It starts with staying together 
off the field and having it trans-
late on the field. Having it trans-
lated on Saturday’s begins with 
meshing on Sunday’s.

“Really trying to focus and 

lock in, like everybody gotta just 
do their job, just focus,” cor-
nerback Audavion Collins said. 
“That’s the only thing we really 
can do right now, not worry about 
too much outside the locker room 
or anywhere outside the facility.”

The players are doing every-
thing in their power to not let 
something like the loss to UCLA 
happen again. Rappleyea has 
stayed up till 4 a.m. watching film 
to assess what he’s done wrong. 
Mack, Collins and various defen-
sive backs started sitting in on 
defensive staff meetings.

The “1-0” mentality is as preva-
lent as ever. It’s instilled in the 
players, coaches and everybody 
else in between.

With the season currently on 
a downward spiral, a win against 
Northwestern is a must for the 
Nittany Lions to steer the ship in 
the right direction and gain back 
the support of an unhappy fan 
base — it starts at practice.

“My confidence out this roof 
right here,” Mack said as he 
pointed toward the ceiling of 
Holuba Hall. “I know we’re gon-
na bounce back and. Like I said, 
the vibes, the brotherhood we 
have, we all lock arms together. 
We know that we love each other 
over anybody.”

 To email reporter: lca5223@psu.edu.
Folllow him on X @LAlenstein.
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Quarterback Drew Allar (15) prepares to snap the ball during the Penn 
State Football game against UCLA at the Rose Bowl Stadium on Saturday, 
Oct. 4, 2025 in Pasadena, Calif. The Bruins beat the Nittany Lions 42-37.

Sammy Oropeza/Collegian

James Franklin speaks to players 
before Penn State’s loss to UCLA.
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“I think for me, it’s 
about going out and 
setting the tone 
during practice, 
whether that’s the 
way I’m carrying 
myself mentally or  
physically.”

Drew Allar
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Protesters gathered at the Al-
len Street Gates on Sunday after-
noon in support of Subramanyam 
“Subu” Vedam, who was taken 
to Moshannon Valley Processing 
Center in Philipsburg on Oct. 3 
due to an ICE detainer issued in 
1988.

Vedam, 64, was detained just 
a day after Centre County Dis-
trict Attorney Bernie Cantorna 
announced he will dismiss his 
charges for the 1981 murder 
of Thomas Kinser after spend-
ing more than 40 decades in  
Huntingdon State Prison.

“We are disappointed that Subu 
has been taken into ICE custody,” 
his sister Saraswathi Vedam 
said. “This immigration matter 
is a remnant of Subu’s original 
murder conviction which has 
now been overturned. Since that 
wrongful conviction has been of-
ficially vacated, and the charges 
against Subu have been dis-
missed, we have asked the immi-
gration court to re-open the case 
and account for the fact that Subu 
has been exonerated.”

Vedam was granted a new trial 
in August by Judge Jonathan 
Grine after new forensic evi-
dence pointed to a different gun 
and bullet than the one originally 
believed to have killed Kinser. 
A retrial date had not yet been 
scheduled.

Cantorna said his office will 
not pursue a retrial due to the 
challenges of prosecuting a case 
more than four decades old. Sev-
eral witnesses have died, and 
evidence has been lost since Ve-
dam’s conviction, Catorna said in 
a press release.

Although he described the fo-
rensic evidence suggesting Kin-
ser was killed with a .25 caliber 
round as “compelling,” he said 
the chances of securing a con-

viction have become unlikely. He 
added that Vedam, who was 19 at 
the time, has already served 44 
years in prison without raising 
public safety concerns.

Kinser was last seen on Dec. 
13, 1980, though his body wasn’t 
found until September 1981 by 
hikers in Bear Meadows. His 
death was ruled a homicide by 
the State College Police Depart-
ment days after his body was 
found based on a bullet wound in 
the back of his skull.

Vedam was charged with first-
degree murder on June 28, 1982, 
after testimonies from Kinser’s 
father and friend stated Vedam 
was the last person to see Kinser, 
according to court documents.

He was retried in February of 

1988 after filing a Writ of Habeas 
Corpus and was found guilty and 
sentenced to life in prison.

“Given the implications of 
Judge Grine’s opinion, the real-
life difficulties of a retrial, and the 
reality that 44 years is a sufficient 
sentence for a murder committed 
by someone who was nineteen 
years old, the Commonwealth 
has (Oct.2) filed a request for the 
case to be dismissed,” Cantorna 
said in the release. “It is not a de-
cision made lightly. Nevertheless, 
given everything that has hap-
pened thus far, I believe it is the 
just decision to make.”

The protest, which was held by 
the People’s Defense Front and 
the Student Committee for De-
fense and Solidarity, drew quick  

support from students and com-
munity members. 

Christian Miller said  he heard 
about the protest through Stu-
dents for Justice in Palestine.

Miller, a third-year studying an-
thropology, said the organizatio-
sparked his interest in Vedam’s 
case and inspired him to speak 
out against ICE.

 “If we allow one group, like 
immigrants or Palestinians to be 
affected, then we consent for all 
other groups to be affected,” he 
said,.

Miller said he hopes to show 
solidarity with immigrants dur-
ing a time where he feels they’re 
subject to abuse more than ever 
before.

“All struggles are connected,” 

Miller said. “And the struggle for 
other people to achieve libera-
tion, helps the struggle here at 
home.”

Several men began chanting 
“MAGA,” the campaign slogan of 
President Donald Trump, caus-
ing some shoving. 

Police were present near the 
end of the protest, but there were 
no altercations between them 
and protesters.

Over time, the protest gar-
nered attention from passersby, 
like Chloe Puza, who said she de-
cided to join after was driving by.

“I’m extremely against ICE,” 
Puza, a third-year studying ac-
tuarial science, said. “I live in 
Pittsburgh, and before I moved 
up here, there were a lot of raids 
happening, which was really det-
rimental to our community.”

She said she knows that “un-
documented immigrants are not 
here to cause crimes,” and is 
moved to protest in favor of them.

“They deserve a chance to live 
just like I do and everybody else,” 
Puza said.

Longtime State College resi-
dent Abbie Loviscky said she is 
distraught by Vedam’s case.

Loviscky said she’s been fol-
lowing the case with her parents 
over the years, who were living in 
the borough when Vedam was ini-
tially charged over 40 years ago.

She said she will continue to 
protest against  mass deporta-
tion, as she believes ICE isn’t 
allowing due process under the 
Trump administration.

“It could have been a really 
great day, and it just turned into 
something that made me feel like 
he was let down by the commu-
nity again,” Loviscky said. 

Information regarding Vedam’s 
release is still unknown.

This story was reported bv Kiera Ginn, 
Vida Lashgari and Sara O’Connell.

‘HE WAS LET DOWN...AGAIN’
Exoneree Subu Vedam’s ICE arrest sparks protest

Alexandra Antoniono/Collegian

Community members hold a banner in support of Subu Vedam at an emergency protest outside the Allen Street 
Gates on Sunday, Oct. 5, 2025 in State College, Pa.
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‘Cultural phenomenon’
Penn State students discuss ‘Hamilton,’ decade of fame

By Katie Herron
THE DAILY COLLEGIAN

“Hamilton,” Lin-Manuel  
Miranda’s hit Broadway musical, 
celebrated its 10 year anniversa-
ry in August, and history still has 
its eyes on the modern classic. 
The multi-award winning musi-
cal celebrated its decade of suc-
cess with a special performance 
at Richard Rodgers Theatre with 
appearances from members of 
the original Broadway cast.

“Hamilton” was the first  
musical Nova Figurelle ever 
listened to front to back. He re-
members the musical rising to 
popularity when he was in middle 
school, and he was drawn to it by 
the historical aspect and music 
style. Figurelle credits “Hamil-
ton” for opening the door to his 
love for musicals.

“It was a stepping stone for 
people in my generation going to-
ward theater, especially with the 
rap style of music,” Figurelle, a 
first-year studying information 
sciences and technology, said. “It 
was much more engaging for a 
younger audience than a typical 
golden age show tune.”

He believes audiences  
resonated with “Hamilton” be-
cause of the diversity of the cast 
and the underdog nature of the 
story. 

“Culturally, it was very  
important,” Figurelle said. “Also 
the message of being able to build 
yourself from the ground up.”

Figurelle had the opportunity 
to see “Hamilton” performed in 
the summer of 2018. He described 
the show as “living up to the hype” 
and a “cultural phenomenon.”

“The staging is exciting and it’s 
very upbeat, which you wouldn’t 
really expect much of with the 
tone and subject matter of the 
show, but it really draws you in,” 
he said.

Christian Ferrandina signs 
up every summer for the “HAM-
4HAM Lottery,” which gives fans 
the chance to win “Hamilton” 
tickets for $10. Despite not hav-
ing luck in the lottery, Ferrandina 

saw the show on Broadway in 
June for his birthday. 

He enjoyed being able to hear 
a new cast’s portrayal of the 
show, despite the original cast  
recording being so popular.

“I thought it was interesting 
seeing it being portrayed because 
even in the media and TikTok, 
you don’t even see any other 
person performing as Hamilton 
besides Lin-Manuel Miranda,” 
Ferrandina, a first-year studying 
cybersecurity, said.

Ferrandina thinks the vast 
methods of storytelling using dif-
ferent styles of music impacts 
people emotionally and makes it 
hard to get bored of the musical. 
He enjoys the complexity of the 
music and plot, especially with 
all the foreshadowing throughout 
the show.

“The female-led songs in the 
musical play with your mind on 
an emotional level because you’re 
going from rap and super fast 
talking to this deep, emotional 
song,” Ferrandina said.

He first discovered his love for 
the show when he streamed the 
“Hamilton” movie on Disney+ in 
2021. Despite being a long time 
fan of the show, Ferrandina still 
gets emotional while listening to 
the music.

“I still cry every time I hear 
‘Dear Theodosia,’ that’s one of 
my favorite songs,” he said. “The 
theme of relationships in the 
show is something I could really 
connect to.”

Nalia Ahmed, the treasurer 
and fundraiser for the School of 
Theatre’s Student Diversity Com-
mittee, believes it’s hard in a per-
forming arts career to not have a 
diverse body of students, and it 
can feel like the industry forces 
people of color into boxes.

She believes that even just a 
decade ago, roles for people of 
color were limited or given to per-
formers who were white. Ahmed 
enjoys the diversity built within 
“Hamilton.”

“I really love how ‘Hamilton’ 
incorporates minorities,” Ahmed, 
a second-year studying musi-

cal theatre, said. “Lin-Manuel  
Miranda has made it very 
clear that he wants it to be  
predominantly people of color.”

Ahmed thinks “Hamilton” has 
established itself as a staple in the 
theater community, especially be-
cause of its ability to evolve with 
current times. Through the use 
of small details shifted between 
shows, Ahmed believes “Hamil-
ton” is able to commentate on the 
political state of the world.

“‘Hamilton’ is able to adapt to 
the present day political times 
or social issues and bring that to 
light,” Ahmed said.

Olivia Allen, the president of 
the School of Theatre’s Student 
Diversity Committee, did not un-
derstand the popularity of “Ham-
ilton” when her friends first tried 
to introduce her to it in middle 
school. The more she listened, 
the more she grew to appreciate 
the show, and in eighth grade, Al-
len ended up seeing “Hamilton” 
on tour in her hometown.

“The first time I wasn’t in love 
with it, but I was really intrigued,” 
Allen, a third-year studying musi-
cal theatre, said. “Then I fell in 
love with it over time.”

Allen appreciated that the  
leading roles in “Hamilton” are all 
played by people of color. She also 
found it intriguing that a show 
about white historical figures 
was portrayed by music genres  
pioneered by people of color.

“I do think that the  
incorporation of the rap, spoken 
word and hip-hop style brought a 
new element to the musical the-
ater world, and opened it up to 
be more widely accepted,” Allen 
said.

The message of “Hamilton” 
and the diversity of the main cast 
and music showed Allen that  
anything is possible for her.

“If you don’t make limits for 
yourself, there aren’t limits,”  
Allen said.

To email reporter: kah6798@psu.edu.
Follow her on X @ ktherron137.

Penn Steaks sells out after 
College GameDay spotlight

By Lexi Cannan
THE DAILY COLLEGIAN

When ESPN’s College  
GameDay arrived in State College 
for White Out weekend, downtown 
restaurant Penn Steaks found  
itself in the national spotlight. 

The cheesesteak establish-
ment submitted a video to ESPN, 
landing Penn Steaks with a  
feature on the broadcast. 

Owner of Penn Steaks Brad 
Dillman said the moment was  
unforgettable. 

“It was surreal to see our name 
on GameDay,” Dillman said. “I 
felt proud of all the hard work ev-
eryone puts in. I’m a huge sports 
fan and a die-hard alumni, so 
owning Penn Steaks has always 
been about making an impact on 
the community.”

The feature brought  
overwhelming crowds to Pugh 
Street as lines stretched outside 
the door. Students, alumni and 
visitors packed the sidewalks, 
some waiting close to an hour to 
get a cheesesteak. 

“It was madness,” Dillman 
said. “By Saturday night, around 
11, I knew we were going to run 
out of food. By 1:30 a.m., we were 
turning people away.” 

Inside, the sound of sizzling 
meat and conversation filled the 
restaurant. The staff worked 
nonstop from open to close, keep-
ing up with orders while trying 
to enjoy the excitement of the  
weekend. 

Students like Justin Thais  
noticed the rush. 

“Everyone on campus was talk-
ing about it,” Thais, a third-year 
studying accounting, said. “When 
I stopped by, it was packed, and 
you could feel the energy. It felt 
like the kind of place that’s part of 

Penn State, not just downtown.”
JJ Bowman, one of the five  

local owners of Penn Steaks, said 
the staff worked hard to stay com-
posed through the rush. 

“White Out weekend is crazy 
enough, but add GameDay and 
it’s on another level,” Bowman 
said. “Even when things are 
overwhelming, the staff stayed 
levelheaded and kept the energy  
positive. That’s not easy to do.” 

Customers were disappointed 
when the food ran out, but Dill-
man said his team adjusted 
quickly and handled the pressure 
well. 

“Our chefs knew what to do, 
and they shifted gears when we 
ran low,” Dillman said. “At one 
point we only had enough steak 
for 20 sandwiches, so we were 
telling people we could serve 
them chicken tenders. People 
were a little bummed, but most 
just wanted to be part of the  
experience.” 

The weekend also gave  
Dillman a chance to show off the  
restaurant’s new rebrand.

“Before, it was all  
Philly-themed. Now we wanted to 
make it more about Penn State,” 
Dillman said. “We changed the 
menu — ribeye on a seeded roll 
— and the design to highlight 
Penn State pride.”

The new look, designed by 
alumna Jenni Kahler, has gotten 
positive feedback.

“People love the redesign,” 
Bowman said. “It feels like vin-
tage varsity, and it matches what 
we want Penn Steaks to be.”

The updated interior features 
deep blue tones, classic fonts 
and Penn State-inspired décor. 
Vintage-style signs and framed 
photos of campus landmarks fill 
the walls, giving the restaurant 

a nostalgic yet modern feel of  
Happy Valley.

For Dillman, the feature and 
crowds capped off a huge mo-
ment for the restaurant, which 
reopened on Aug. 28. 

“White Out was the busiest 
week we’ve ever had,” he said. 
“Friday alone was probably our 
biggest day since reopening.” 

From early-morning catering 
— including its 38 inch chees-
esteak — to nonstop orders 
through the weekend, Dillman 
said it all felt worth it. 

“All the hard work really 
paid off,” he said. “It was one of 
those moments where you re-
alize everything you’ve built is  
connecting with people.” 

According to Bowman, it wasn’t 
just about food or sales — it was 
about being part of something 
that united the community. 

“It was a once-in-a-lifetime kind 
of weekend,” Bowman said. “See-
ing people lined up out the door, 
wearing Penn State gear, smiling 
and supporting us — that’s what 
it’s all about.”

To email reporter: lac6331@psu.edu.
Follow her on X @lexialyssa9.

Matthew Kemper/Collegian

A napkin holder sits on a table in-
side Penn Steaks in State College.

Lexie Linderman/Collegian

The Penn State School of Theatre Building sign on Feb. 3, 2025 in University Park, Pa.
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Cartoon by Nate Campbell

Picture this: It’s fall 2022/
spring 2023/summer 2024/last 
month. I’m 18/19/20/21, and I’m 
sitting on a dorm floor/in a 

classroom/at 
a party/in a 
café, talking 
about an 
interest/pas-
sion/activity 
of mine to a 
friend/ 

partner/cowork-
er/acquaintance. 

No matter who, what, when or 
where, the situation is the 
same: they’re looking at me like 
I’m the least intelligent person 
they’ve ever met. But why? 

Let’s take it back a bit. I’ve 
said this before, but one of the 
main things Gen Z has been  
critiqued for is our allergy to 
anything genuine or spontane-
ous, anything not carefully 
curated and perfected. 

Hate to say it, but it’s true to 
an extent. It feels like every 
choice we make must pass a 
mental litmus test. We ask  
ourselves, Is this how  
attractive/cool people act? Is 
this what they do? Overall, how 
do I look?

In a world where everyone 
has a camera at their disposal, 
we don’t need them anymore — 
we’ve become them, constantly 

watching each other and being 
watched. 

But what about when we  
inevitably slip, show an  
imperfection, fail to be  
nonchalant about anything and 
everything? Well, it’s ironic, of 
course. 

That’s right, the whole thing 
is a big joke, a bit I’m  
committed to. That outfit 
choice, that interest or passion, 
even my too-big brown eyes are 
just a joke. 

I don’t really believe this, this 
isn’t who I am, trust me, I’m 
aware that it’s not cool or what-
ever so I don’t REALLY- 

This has been said ad nause-
am, mostly as a critique of 
Internet culture, which Gen Z 

seems to dominate. And it’s  
been discussed how this has 
made us a deeply socially  
anxious generation … but not 
so much what we do with that 
anxiety.

The answer is simple: we’re 
jerks. When we’re faced with 
the sheer terror of being per-
ceived as outside the standard, 
we self-police. Therefore, when  
someone else does it in our 
vicinity, we feel the need to 
police them, too. 

Generally, I’ve noticed that 
this comes out of a protective 
desire. Sometimes, we want to 
protect the other person from 
further breaking social rules, 
but a lot of the time, it’s out of a 
desire to protect ourselves.

When we see someone doing 
something we wouldn’t allow 
ourselves to do, we want to  
distance ourselves, because we 
fear the invisible camera  
looming over our lives. We 
think, If I’m near someone who 
isn’t perfectly curated, what will  
people think that says about 
me? 

Or, even worse, we fear that 
their self-expression will have 
some sort of effect on us — 
almost like we’d become 
“cringe” (I unpack that word in 
the previously-mentioned  
column) by osmosis. 

Oh no, what if being around 
people who accept themselves 
makes us do the same? We just 
can’t have that! You’ve gotta be 
joking … right? This is ironic?

We use irony to protect our-
selves and make things hurt 
less, because we can’t be cri-
tiqued if it’s not serious. 

And we cling to our curated 
aesthetics because we desper-
ately want to control how people 
perceive us, especially in a 
world where it feels like we 
have no control. 

This isn’t to say that I’m 
above my fellow Zoomers, 
because I can act like this, too. I 
mean, whatever would I do 
without my terrible pop music 
(that I soooooo just listen to for 
a laugh) in my off-white head-
phones, or my canvas tote bag 
full of trashy books (which I’m 
toooootally just reading for cri-
tique purposes)?

And yes, you can genuinely do 
something ironically, like wear a 
shirt for a band you hate or use 
as many adverbs as I just did. 

But as I’ve started disman-
tling my inner CCTV system, 
I’ve learned one thing: irony 
doesn’t work as a defense  
mechanism. When you treat 
everything genuine like a joke, 
you start treating genuine  
people like they’re jokes. 

And when you become mean 
and judgmental, it’s obvious 
that your tactics are failing you. 
Like, I can see it. 

That’s right, I can tell that 
you’re being mean to me,  
looking at me like I’m seven 
years old and won’t stop talking 
about rainbows and glitter, 
because you think it will round 
out your aesthetic. 

Your anxiety is palpable 
underneath the ripped jeans 
and tasteful jewelry, the  
easygoing demeanor and the 
thrifted tee. 

Your irony isn’t keeping you 
safe; it’s making you downright 
cruel. 

So, no, you don’t need a  
disclaimer for every action. Not 
everything has to be done, 
worn, or enjoyed in some sort of 
satirical, self-aware way. 

Even the oddest things are 
allowed to matter to you. And 
wouldn’t you know it — people 
are allowed to matter to you, 
too. 

Jadzia Santiago is a columnist and 
social media team member for The  
Daily Collegian. She is a fourth-year 
studying English and Communication 
Arts & Sciences. Email her at  
jas9280@psu.edu or follow her on X  
@JadziaASantiago

I hate calling my parents.
If you know me, that’s a 

shocking  
revelation 
because I 
absolutely 
adore my  
parents. 
Being an only 
child meant 
that my par-
ents were my 

pals on roadtrips, accomplices 
at concerts and supporters at 
every single dance competition 
while I was growing up. 

My dad is one of my best 
friends and my mom is my most 
trustworthy confidant.

Living in State College, I 
would call each of my parents, 
and probably my Grandma 
Cheryl, too, once a day on  
average. I always had  
something new to share or 
something I wanted advice on. 

Even though we were apart, 
when I was starting my day, my 
dad was too. When I was  
finishing up my classes, my 
mom was leaving school. Our 
communication worked 
smoothly.

Now that I’m abroad and have 
a five-hour time difference 
between my life and that of my 
parents, it’s so inconvenient to 
find a time to call them. My 
morning is their middle of the 
night, my evening is their  
working hours and when they’re 
finally free, it’s my bedtime.

Yes, this conundrum is 
heightened by the fact that I 

wake up and go to bed early, but 
that’s not something I’m willing 
to change.

When we finally find a time to 
get on the phone, I’m usually so 
exhausted from my day or  
muddle-brained from being in 
the middle of my classes, that I 
don’t even know what to say. 
Our conversations end up being 
rather dull and, generally, not 
that enjoyable.

So, even though I love talking 
to my parents under normal  
circumstances, I’ve hated trying 
to make it happen while abroad, 
and my distaste for our phone 
calls has made navigating 
homesickness more difficult. 

I’m not homesick to an 
extreme. I’m not walking the 
streets of London and breaking 
into tears the moment I see a 
Starbucks or KFC. 

When I’m walking through 
Borough Market or running 
over the River Thames, I see 
families walking together, taking 
pictures of their adventures, I 
start to miss home. They 
remind me of the adventures 
I’ve taken with my parents, 
especially our 2015 family  
vacation to London.

Since my abroad program 
didn’t start until mid-September, 
I had a pretty long summer. I 
spent most of that time at home 

with my parents, and I started 
to get used to the rhythm of 
having them around. It’s made 
it harder to adjust to a new 
place, which is made worse by 
how difficult it is to call them.

My goal is to speak to one of 
my parents each day, but that 
has not been happening.

In addition to the physical 
constraints of time, technology 
has also made it more difficult 
to communicate. Before I left, 
we had decided that WhatsApp 
would be the best way for family 
communication. While texts on 
the app are just as functional as 
iMessages, the audio and video 
calls are not as convenient as 
calls and FaceTimes. 

The spotty audio quality 
aggravates me, and lengthens 
the time between phone calls to 
my parents. I feel as if, when I 
do call, I have to ask them to 
repeat themselves longer than 
we actually talk.

It’s annoying, but I’ve yet to 
brainstorm a better solution, so, 
for now, I’ll keep calling my par-
ents for 20 minutes to tell them 
a three-minute anecdote. It’s 
the best solution to my  
homesickness that I’ve found. 
But, if I get desperate enough, I 
guess I’ll have to start visiting 
the city’s traditional red phone 
boxes.

Alli Satterfield is the abroad columnist 
for The Daily Collegian. She is a second-
year studying journalism. Email her at   
@ams1258@psu.edu or follow her on X   
@amsatterfield8

Irony isn’t working for you

Santiago

Satterfield

What did you say?
 Calling home while abroad

MY VIEW | Alli Satterfield

“Your anxiety is 
palpable  
underneath the 
ripped jeans and 
tasteful jewelry, the 
easygoing  
demeanor and the 
thrifted tee.”

Jadzia Santiago

Courtesy of Alli Satterfield

Alli making a phone call next to a red phone box in London.
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Gadowsky talks game
By: Chase Fisher 

THE DAILY COLLEGIAN

   Penn State coach Guy  
Gadowsky took the podium on  
Tuesday and fielded questions 

from the media 
after a Nittany 
Lions sweep over 
the weekend 

against No. 15 Arizona State in 
Tempe, Az. 

Gadowsky and his team have 
the highly-anticipated home 
opener in Pegula Ice Arena 
looming on Thursday against 
Clarkson. It’ll be a two-game set 
against the Golden Knights and 
the first game freshmen phenom 
Gavin McKenna skates in front of 
the Penn State faithful.

It’s safe to say Gadowsky is 
pumped to get back in front of the 
Roar Zone.

“Every game that we play here 
in Pegula Ice Arena gives me a 
little bit of butterflies,” Gadowsky 
said. “From the first time that we 
were able to step out on the ice, 
however many years ago now it 
is, every time I look forward to 
getting the privilege of playing in 
front of this crowd.”

Gadowsky gave injury updates, 
discussed the future of the team’s 
third goaltender and spoke on 
McKenna’s first series in a Penn 
State uniform.

Injury updates
Smith, who missed the open-

ing series against the Sun Devils 
with an apparent illness, is look-
ing much better this week, but his  
status is still to be decided head-
ing into the home opener, accord-
ing to Gadowsky. 

The freshman, who was the 
first Penn State first-round pick 

in program history in June, was 
one of the most highly anticipated 
skaters to hit the ice for the Nit-
tany Lions this season. 

As for fellow defenseman and 
alternate captain Jarod Crespo, 
who slid into the boards in Game 
1 and was unable to leave the ice 
on his own power against Arizona 
State, and then played in Game 2, 
Gadowsky said he’ll have a couple 
days off this week.

“It looked really bad. I was very, 
very happy [and] our staff was very 
happy to see him available on Sat-
urday,” Gadowsky said. “I think 
he deserved a lot of credit. He  
gritted it out. Certainly wasn’t 
his best (game), but it wasn’t a  
situation where he hurt it more.”

Search for third goalie
Last year’s third-string goal-

tender John Seifarth, who was 
key in the Nittany Lions run for 
a playoff berth, is no longer with 
the team, Gadowsky confirmed 
on Tuesday. 

Seifarth appeared in six games 
and started five last year for Penn 
State. He totaled a 2.49 goals-
against average and a .918 save 
percentage en route to three piv-
otal wins. Gadowsky raved about 
Seifarth last year, saying the Fro-
zen Four run couldn’t have hap-
pened without him.

“He’s been away all semester 
to focus on academics, and then 
just this week, decided that he’s 
going to step away permanently 
this year. He wants to graduate 
on time and do well academical-
ly,” Gadowsky said.

Due to Seifarth’s departure, 
the team is searching for a third 

goaltender. However, Gadowsky 
said it’s too early in the process to 
disclose names he’s talked to. All 
signs point to earning a commit-
ment via a netminder in the CHL. 

Gavin McKenna’s debut
McKenna, the most sought-

after recruit in NCAA history, 
started his Nittany Lions career 
off with a bang, which included 
the game-winning goal in Game 
2 against Arizona State to com-
plete the sweep. While many are 
amazed by his offense, he was 
used on the penalty kill several 
times over the weekend. 

McKenna was part of a penalty 
kill that went 12-for-13, good for 
87.5%.

“He’s extremely quick, ex-
tremely fast. And he has a re-
ally good stick,” Gadowsky said. 

“He’s (a) very smart hockey 
player, so he can do that. I want 
them to get a little bit of experi-
ence doing it, and in the future, 
I’m not sure that they will kill as 
much as they did this past week-
end. You put Gavin McKenna and 
Aiden Fink on a PK and it all of a  
sudden changes at least a little 
bit of the vision of the power play. 

They have to be aware of them.”
When the conversation 

switched to McKenna’s offensive 
abilities and poise with the puck, 
Gadowsky chuckled and said, 
“Yeah, that’s all coaching by the 

way.” 
The freshman totaled three 

points over the weekend, includ-
ing a two-assist performance in 
Game 1. Notably the first Nittany 
Lions goal of the game on Friday,  
featured McKenna faking a shot 
and passing it to Fink, for a wide-
open net, was raved about by 
many across the country.

“You can’t teach that. It’s just 
fun to watch it. I think I’ve heard 
comments on (McKenna’s game-
winning power-play goal) more 
than any other, because if you 
played the game, you realize 
how insane that is,” Gadkowsky 
said. “He really does manipulate 
time and space differently than 
anybody I’ve ever seen. That’s a 
great example of when he has no 
time and space, how he creates 
something out of nothing. And 
then there’s times where he has 
a ton of time and space, and he 
will just make a one-touch pass 
through a tiny little opening.”

To email reporter: caf6035@psu.edu.
Follow him on X @chase_fisher4

Injury updates, a search for third-string goaltender, Gavin McKenna’s debut

Bounce back match

HOCKEY

By: AJ Piazza
THE DAILY COLLEGIAN

Penn State women’s volleyball 
got dominated by Nebraska at 
Rec Hall. The big question was 

how it would re-
spond, and the 
Nittany Lions got 
a much needed 

win and looked like a completely 
different team.

The blue and white opened this 
match scoring the first point and 
then going on a 7-0 run to gain an 
8-1 lead. Kennedy Martin got off 
to a hot start with three kills in 
the first 10 points. 

It was a homecoming for a 
couple of Nittany Lions. Alexis 
Ewing and Emmi Sellman are 
from a similar area in Maryland. 
Ewing got the start today and was 
tied for first in kills with five while 
Sellman had two. 

The Terrapins started to find 
their groove and went on a 3-0 run 
to cut the lead 15-8. 

The Nittany Lions answered 
back and extended their lead 
to 21-14. A big difference in this 
match was the amount of digs 
they got. Penn State had 17 digs 
in this first set. Against Nebraska 
the team had a total of 20 digs 

through three sets. 
The blue and white took the 

first set 25-16 and had a hitting 
percentage of .333, the Terrapins 
had a .000 hitting percentage. 

After Maryland opened the 
scoring, Penn State scored five 
straight to make it a 5-1 game. 

Ewing continued to show out 
and put the Nittany Lions back on 
another 3-0 scoring run to extend 
the lead to 8-2. 

Anytime it seemed that the 
Terrapins got something going, 
Penn State had an answer. 

Ajack Malual was the main 
source of offense for the  
Terrapins. She had four kills in 
the second set. 

A few miscommunications and 
missed digs allowed Maryland to 
get back in the game cutting the 
lead to 24-20. 

Maggie Mendelson continued 
her solid day with a match point 
block to put the squad up 2-0. 
Both middle blockers stepped 
up in this match. Mendelson 
had 13 kills with a .333  hitting  
percentage and two blocks

Jordan Hopp had four kills with 
a .200 hitting percentage. She also 
tallied four blocks.

The Terrapins started to solve 
Martin after Eva Rohrbach  

registered back-to-back blocks 
to give her squad a 10-6 lead. 

The Nittany Lions continued 
to crawl its way back into the 
set, going on a 3-0 run and cut-
ting the lead to 13-11. 

Despite Martin’s takeover in 
the third set, Maryland contin-
ued to hit the ball more efficient-
ly. The Terrapins took the third 
set 25-19. 

Malual started the scor-
ing in the fourth set, that point 
matched by a Mendelson kill. 
Martin had back-to-back aces 
that allowed the Nittany Lions 
to take the lead 6-3. 

Maryland answered that with 
a 6-1 scoring run, while Penn 
State couldn’t do anything offen-
sively. Midway through the fourth 
set the blue and white had a -.059  
hitting percentage.

Malual continued her  
dominance as she tallied her 
18th kill of the day to give her 
squad a 14-10 lead. 

However, the blue and white 
started to heat up. After a kill 
from Sellman the squad scored 
four of the last five points and 
tied the game at 17.

Both teams were firing 
points back and forth, and both 
squads were notched at 20. The  
Terrapins took the fourth set 25-
23. 

Mendelson put the team on 
her back to start the final set 
with back-to-back kills. Gillian 
Grimes joined with back-to-back 
aces to put the Nittany Lions up 
7-2. 

The Nittany Lions built off the 
momentum garnering a 6-0 run 
and a 9-2 lead. 

Penn State took the fifth set 
and had a .583 hitting percent-
age as Martin led the way with 
21 kills and a .326 hitting per-
centage. 

Up Next
Penn State returns to Rec 

Hall to face Wisconsin at 7 p.m. 
Friday.  

To email reporter: ajp7192@psu.edu.
Follow him on X @Aj_piazza31

Best stretch of  season

Samantha DiCamillo/The Daily Collegian

The Penn State women’s volleyball team celebrates during the game 
against Nebraska in Rec Hall on Friday, Oct. 3, 2025

By: Ryan Stevenson
THE DAILY COLLEGIAN

Penn State went undefeated 
last week, winning each of their 
three matches, pushing the 

team over .500 
for the first time 
since the season 
opener, as well 

as earning their first conference 
win. 

The blue and white now sit at 
5-4-2 on the campaign and 1-2-
1 in the conference after wins 
over Robert Morris, Michigan 
State and King’s College. The 
three game win streak is the 
team’s longest of the year. 

Penn State defeated Robert 
Morris 2-0 at home, Michigan 
State 2-1 on the road and King’s 
College 7-1 in University Park.

Goalkeeping dominance 
Throughout the winning 

streak, the defense and goal-
keeping has stepped up in a 
large way, as the team only al-
lowed two goals in the three 
combined matches. Jonathan 
Evans played the first two 
games in net, accumulating 
eight saves and allowing only 
one goal against the Spartans. 

Evans has played in eight of 
the team’s 11 matches this sea-
son and has a 1.13 GAA, among 
the top in the conference. Red-
shirt sophomore Fredrick Grun-
din started against King’s Col-
lege, surrendering one goal in 
the dominant victory.

The Nittany Lions are churn-
ing in every facet of the game at 
this point in the season, and the 
offense has finally found rhythm 
after a slow start. The team 
posted multiple goals in each 
victory last week, including sev-
en against King’s College. That 
number marked the most goals 
in a game by the blue and white 
since defeating Bucknell 7-1 in 
1998.

Standout performances
Van Danielson was the stand-

out throughout the winning 
streak for Penn State, tallying 
seven points. Against Michi-
gan State, the forward scored a 
game-tying goal in the waning 

moments of the first half. 
A couple days later, against 

King’s College, Danielson netted 
two goals and an assist. The Co-
lumbia, Maryland, product now 
has the team lead in points, while 
also being tied for the most goals 
with four on the season.

Perhaps the strongest individu-
al performance of the week came 
from midfielder Ben Madore, who 
scored three goals against King’s 
College, tallying his first career 
hat trick. The redshirt sophomore 
netted all three of his goals in the 
second half, tying Danielson for 
the most goals on the team with 
four. 

The win against Michigan State 
Friday was the best of the season 
for the blue and white, as the 
Spartans were coming off two top 
five victories. The game was won 
on a clutch goal in the 73rd min-
ute by midfielder Malick Daouda, 
who tallied his second goal of the 
season. 

Christian Dionne received 
credit for the assist. Dionne also 
contributed to the blowout win 
against King’s College with a goal 
of his own.

Caden Grabfelder, who has 
been one of the most integral 
parts of the team this season, add-
ed two more assists to his total, 
one coming against the Spartans 
and one against the Colonials. 
The Northampton, Pennsylvania, 
native is tied with Madore for sec-
ond in points with nine.

Ben Liscum, Kai Phillip and 
Nziza Siibo all also contributed 
to the victories with goals. Phil-
lip scored his second of the year 
with a goal against Robert Mor-
ris, and Liscum and Siibo tallied 
their first of 2025, against Robert 
Morris and King’s College, re-
spectively. For Siibo, it was his 
first career goal.   

Coming off a busy three game 
week, the Nittany Lions will hope 
to stay red hot and pick up an-
other Big Ten win as they travel 
to Los Angeles to take on UCLA 
at 10 p.m. Friday. 

To email reporter: rjs7302@psu.edu.
Follow him on X @_ryanstevensonn

Matt Cropp/The Daily Collegian

Forward Christian Dionne (8) fights for the ball during the Penn State men’s soccer 
game against King’s College at Jeffrey Field on Sunday, Oct. 5, 2025.

VOLLEYBALL

SOCCER

Sawyer Hadlum/The Daily Collegian

Men’s ice hockey head coach Guy Gadowsky responds to a question during a press conference in Pegula Ice 
Arena
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