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To: Director, Department of Revenue and Taxation 

From: Attorney General 

Subject: Implementation of Additional Real Property Tax Levy 
Pursuant to PL 34-116 

This is in response to your request for additional information, dated October 30, 2018, 
regarding the Opinion of this office, dated October 26, 2018, on the effective date of the real 
property tax increase mandated by Guam Public Law 34-116. 

QUESTION/ANSWER 

Whether the additional real property tax will expire on September 30, 2019? The answer is NO. 

Whether the additional real property tax is limited to improvements valued at exactly $I 
Million? The answer is YES. 

DISCUSSION 

Whether the additional real property tax will expire on September 30. 2019? 

Public Law 34-116:1:3 adds the additional real property tax as an amendment to the Guam 
Code Annotated at 11 GCA § 24103. The Guam Code Annotated establishes the permanent 
laws of Guam. I GCA § IOl(a). Therefore, the additional tax is a permanent law. 

We further note that the Legislature did not assign an expiration date to the real property tax 
increase. The sunset or expiration date of September 30, 2019 in Section I of Chapter I of P.L. 
34-116 applies only to the appropriations made by the act for Fiscal Year2019. The additional 
tax is not an appropriation. 

Whether the additional real property tax is applicable only to improvements valued at 
exactly $1 Million? 

As added by P.L. 34-116:(:3, 11GCA§24103(b) states: 

In addition to the levy in Subsection (a), there is hereby levied on improvements on 
all land property in Guam with a value of One Million Dollars ($1,000,000) a yearly 
tax at the rate of seven eighteenths percent (7118%) of the value thereon. 
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CONCLUSION 

The additional real property tax contained in P.L. 34-116:1:3 and codified at 11 GCA § 24103 is a pennanent 
law and does not expire on September 30. 2019. 

the plain language of Section 24103(b) of Title 11 Guam Code Annolated is' clear and unambiguous and makes 
the additional real propeny tax applicable only to improvements on all land property in Guam vnlued at exactly 
$1 Million. 

~-
Attorney General 

cc: Honorable Eddie Baza Calvo, Governor of Guam 
Honorable Therese M. Terlaje, Acting Speaker, 34111 Guam Legislature 
Honorable Thomas C. Ada, Chairman, Committee on Appropriations and Adjudication 
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