
30 million hectares

0

10

20

Unknown

Urbanization

Wildfire

Shi�ing
agriculture

Commodity-driven
deforestation

Forestry

20202015201020052001

Source: Global Forest Watch HARRY STEVENS/THE WASHINGTON POST

Global annual tree-cover loss by primary cause, 
2001-2020
Over the past two decades, forestry has been the primary driver of tree-cover loss, followed by 
commodity-driven deforestation — the permanent conversion of forest for the expansion of 
commodites like beef, minerals, oil and gas.


