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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

GOVERNMENT OF GUAM,

Plaintiff and Counter-defendant,
Case No. 1:1 7-cv-2487

V.

Hon. Jia M. Cobb
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

Defendant and Counter-claimant.

PARTIAL CONSENT DECREE
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I. BACKGROUND

A. The Government of Guam (“Guam”) filed a Complaint and an Amended
Complaint in this matter on March 2,2017 and May 19, 2017 (Dkt Nos. 1 and 7), respectively,
asserting claims against the United States of America, including, infer u/ic,. the Departments of
Interior, Defense, Army, Navy, and Air Eorce (“United States”) pursuant to Sections 107
and 113 of the Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability Act
(“CERCLA”), 42 U.S.C. §* 9607 and 9613, and 28 U.S.C. § 1331 and 2201, seeking recovery
of past and future costs that Guam has incurred or will incur for response actions taken at or in
connection with the Ordot Dump in Guam.

B. The United States responded to Guam’s Amended Complaint and counterclaimed
against Guam on October 15, 2018 (Dkt No. 39), pursuant to CERCLA Sections 107 and 113,42
U.S.C. 9607 and 9613. seeking an equitable allocation and recovery of past and future costs
the United States has incurred or will incur for response actions taken at or in connection with
the Ordot Dump in Guam. Guam responded to the United States’ counterclaim and asserted its
own counterclaim on November 5.2018 (Dkt No. 43), pursuant to CERCLA Section 113,42
U.S.C. § 9613, seeking an equitable allocation of any costs recovered or recoverable pursuant to
United States’ counterclaim. The United States responded to Guam’s counterclaim on
November 28, 2018 (Dkt No. 46).

C. The United States and Guam (“Settling Parties•’) do not admit any liability arising
out of the transactions or occurrences alleged in this matter.

D. The United States and Guam (“Settling Parties”) desire to enter into this Consent
Decree to have a full and final resolution of any and all claims that were, could now be, or
hereafter have been asserted by either Settling Party against the other in connection with the
Matters Addressed, and to avoid the complication and expense of further litigation of such
claims.

E. The Settling Panics agree, and this Court by entering this Consent Decree finds.
that this Consent Decree has been negotiated by the Settling Parties in good faith and at arm’s
length, that settlement of Matters Addressed between the Settling Panics without further
litigation and without the admission or adjudication of any issue of fact or law will avoid
prolonged and complicated litigation between the Settling Panics, and that this Consent Decree
is fair, reasonable, in the public interest, and consistent with CERCLA.

THEREFORE, with the consent of the Parties to this Consent Decree, it is ORDERED,
ADJUDGED, AND DECREED:

II. JURISDICTION

This Court has jurisdiction over the subject matter of this action pursuant to

28 U.S.C. 1331 and 1345, and 42 U.S.C. § 9607 and 9613, and also has personal jurisdiction
over the Settling Parties. Solely for the purposes of this Consent Decree and the underlying
pleadings, the Settling Parties waive all objections and defenses that they may have to
jurisdiction of the Court or to venue in this District.
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III. PARTIES BOUND

2. This Consent Decree is binding upon the Settling Parties and their successors and
assigns. Any change in ownership or corporate or other legal status, including hut not limited to,
any transfer of assets or real or personal property, shall in no way alter the status or
responsibilities of the Parties tinder this Consent Decree.

IV. DEFINITIONS

3. Unless otherwise expressly provided in this Consent Decree, terms used in this
Consent Decree that are defined in CERCLA or in regulations promulgated under C[ERCLA
shall have the meanings assigned to them in CERCLA or in such regulations. Whenever terms
listed below are used in this Consent Decree, the following definitions shall apply:

“CERCLA’ shall mean the Comprehensive Environmental Response. Compensation. and
Liability Act, 42 U.S.C. 960 1-9675.

“Complaint” and “Amended Complaint’S shall mean the complaints filed by Guam in this
matter on March 2. 2017 and May 19, 2017, Docket Nos. 1 and 7.

“Consent Deerec’ shall mean this partial Consent Decree and its Appendix A.

“Day” or “day” shall mean a calendar day. In computing any period of time under this
Consent Decree, where the last day would fall on a Saturday, Sunday, or federal or State holiday,
the period shall run until the close of business of the next working day.

“DOT’ shall mean the U.S. Department of Justice and its successor departments,
agencies, or instrumentalities.

“Effective Date shall mean the date upon which the approval of this Consent Decree is
recorded on the Court’s docket.

“[EPA” shall mean the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency and its successor
departments, agencies. or instrumentalities.

“Guam” shall mean the Government of Guam and each department, agency, and
instrumentality of the Government of Guam.

“Interest” shall mean interest at the rate specified for interest on investments of the EPA
Hazardous Substance Superftind established by 26 U.S.C. § 9507, compounded annually on
October 1 of each year, in accordance with 42 U.S.C. * 9607(a). The applicable rate of interest
shall be the rate in effect at the time the interest accrues. The rate of interest is subject to change
on October I of each year. Rates are available online at
https://www.epa.gov/superfund/.superfund—interest—rates.

“Matters Addressed” shall mean any and all clatms for Past Response Costs under any
provision of federal, state or common law, including but not limited to CERCLA, state statute or
regulation, contract, torts, equity or common law that were, could now he, or hereafter could be
asserted by the Settling Parties against one another arising out of or in connection with the
release or threatened release of Hazardous Substances at the Ordot Dump incurred prior to
August 10, 2022.
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“National Contingency Plan” shall mean the National Oil and Hazardous Substances
Pollution Contingency Plan promulgated pursuant to Section 105 of CERCLA, 42 U.S.C.

§ 9605. codified at 40 C.F.R. Part 300, and any amendments thereto.

“Natural Resource Damages” shall mean damages for injury to, destruction of or loss of
natural resources resulting from a release or threatened release of I lazardous Substances.
Natural Resource Damages include the reasonable costs of assessing damages to natural
resources, restoring injured resources to their baseline condition, and compensation for the
interim loss of injured resources pending recovery.

“Ordot Dump” shall mean the Ordot Landfill Superftmnd Site, encompassing
approximately 23 acres, located in the municipalities of Ordot Chalan-Pago, Yona, and Asan,
Guam. on Lots 3390-R2 and 3434 Ordot Chalan-Pago & Yona; Lot 450-5 Asan; and Lots 37, 38.
and 39, Tract 198, Asan; as generally shown on the map included in Appendix A, and any area
where Hazardous Substances released from Ordot Dump prior to August 10, 2022 have come to
be located.

“Paragraph” shall mean a portion of this Consent Decree identified by an Arabic numeral
or an upper or lower case letter.

“Past EPA Response Costs” shall mean all costs, including but not limited to direct and
indirect costs, incurred by EPA or DOJ on behalf of EPA prior to August 10, 2022 that are
related to the cleanup of, response to, or the corrective action or closure associated with a release
or threatened release of Hazardous Substances at, from, or related to the Ordot Dump, including
accrued Interest on all such costs prior to August 10, 2022.

“Past Response Costs” shall mean all costs, including but not limited to direct and
indirect costs, incurred by Guam or the United States (other than Past EPA Response Costs) prior
to August 10, 2022 that are related to the cleanup of, response to, or the corrective action or
closure associated with a release or threatened release of Hazardous Substances at, from, or
related to the Ordot Dump, including accrued Interest on all such costs prior to August 10, 2022.

“Section” shall mean a portion of this Consent Decree identified by a Roman numeral.

“United States” shall mean the Uniled States of America and each department, agency,
and instrumentality of the United States.

V. PAYMENT

4. Payment by United Stales for Past Response Costs.

a. As soon as reasonably practicable after the Effective Date, the United
States shall pay to Kelley Drye & Warren LLP fh’o Treasurer of Guam 548,900.000.00 (forty
eight million nine—hundred thousand dollars), which shall resolve the United States’ alleged
liability’ to Guam for Matters Addressed. DOJ will request payment of this amount from the
United States Department of the Treasuiy as soon as is practicable after the Effective Date. Such
payment shall be made by’ Automated Clearinghouse (“ACH’) Electronic Funds Transfer into
the client trust account at Kelley Dryc & Warren LLP in accordance with instructions provided
by Guam’s counsel to counsel for the United States.
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b. In the event that the payment is not made within one hundred twenty (120)
days after the Effective Date. Interest on the unpaid balance shall be due and owing by the
United States, with such Interest commencing on one hundred twenty-first (12 1st) day after the
Effective Date and accruing through the date of the payment. In the event that the United States
cannot make the payment due to an error in the payment information provided by Guam, any
time limits for said payment shall be tolled until the correct account information is transmitted to
the United States.

c. The Parties to this Consent Decree recognize and acknowledge that all
payment obligations of the United States under this Consent Decree can only be paid from
appropriated hinds legally available for such purpose. Nothing in this Consent Decree shall be
interpreted or construed as a commitment or requirement that the United States obligate or pay
hinds in contravention of the Anti-Deficiency Act, 31 USC. § 1341, or any other applicable
federal law, regulation or requirement.

YE. COVENANTS

5. Upon the Effective Date, the Settling Parties forever release, discharge, covenant
not to sue, and agree not to assert any claims, causes of action, suits, administrative actions, or
demands of any kind whatsoever in law or in equity which either Settling Party may have had, or
hereafter have, against the other Settling Party with respect to Matters Addressed, including but
not limited to claims under Sections 107 and 113 ofCERCLA. 42 U.S.C. § 9607, 9613; Section
7002 of the Resource Conservation and Recovery Act, 42 U.S.C. § 6972; tort claims; and
contract claims. The covenants in this paragraph do not apply to any claim or cause of action
brought, or order issued, after the Effective Date to the extent such claim, cause of action, or
order is within the scope of a reservation under ¶ 7 hereof

6. The Settling Parties warrant and represent that they have made no assignment or
transfer of all or any pail of their rights arising out of or relating to Matters Addressed. For
purposes of this section, Thssignment or transfer” shall not be deemed to include any
assignments, transfers, or acquisitions that have occurred prior to or during the course of this
litigation; provided, however, that the Settling Parties give written notice of such assignment or
transfer before the Effective Date, and that the parties to any such assignment or transfer have
acknowledged or agreed, in writing, to he bound by the terms of this Consent Decree.

7. For the sake of clarity, each Settling Party specifically reserves its rights to asscrt
claims against the other Settling Party for Natural Resource Damages, and the covenants in
Paragraph 5 do not negate or limit such claims or actions. Notwithstanding any other provisions
of this Consent Decree, the Settling Parties also retain all authority and reserves all rights to take
any and all future response actions otherwise authorized or required by law at the Ordot Dump.

VIE. EFFECT OF SETTLEMENT/CONTRIBUTION

S. This Consent Decree was negotiated and executed by the Settling Parties in good
faith and at arms’ length and is a fair and equitable compromise of claims, which were
vigorously contested. ThLs Consent Decree shall not constitute or be construed as an admission
of liability or ad] tidicatiori of any issue of fact or law by the Settling Parties. Nor is it an
admission or denial of any factual allegations set out in any of the pleadings in this action or an
admission of violation of any law, rule, regulation, or policy by the Settling Parties.
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9. Nothing in this Consent Decree shall be construed to create any rights in, or grant
any cause of action to, any person not a Settling Party to this Consent Decree. The Settling
Parties expressly reserve any and all rights (including, but not limited to, pursuant to Section 113
of CERCLA, 42 U.S.C. § 9613), defenses, claims, demands, and causes of action that they may
have against any person not a Settling Party hereto with respect to any matter, transaction, or
occurrence relating in any way to the Matters Addressed.

10. The Settling Parties agree, and by entering this Consent Decree this Court finds,
that the Settling Parties are entitled under Section 13(f)(2) of CERCLA, 42 U.S.C. § 9613(0(2),
and any other applicable provision of law, whether statutory or common law, to protection from
claims for contribution arising out of or in connection with the Matters Addressed.

VIII. NOTICES AND SUBMISSIONS

11. Whenever, under the terms of this Consent Decree, notice is required to be given
or a document is required to be sent by one Settling Party to another, it shall be directed to the
individuals at the addresses specified below, unless those individuals or their successors give
notice of a change to the other Party in writing. Except as otherwise provided, notice to a Settling
Party by email (if that option is provided below) or by regular mail in accordance with this
Section satisfies any notice requirement of the Consent Decree regarding such Settling Party.

As to DOJ or the United States: Chief
U.S. Department of Justice
Environment and Natural Resources Division
Environmental Defense Section
P.O. Box 7611
Washington, D.C. 20044-7611
Re: DJ #90-11-6-20885

Chief
U.S. Department of Justice
Environment and Natural Resources Division
Environmental Enforcement Section
P.O. Box 7611
Washington, D.C. 20044-7611
Re: Di #90-5-1-1-06658/I

As to Guam: Government of Guam
c/o William J. Jackson
Kelley Drye & Warren LLP
515 Post Oak Blvd., Suite 900
houston, Texas 77027
bj ac kson ca,kel I eydrye .com

IX. RETENTION OF JURISDICTION

12. This Court shall retain jurisdiction over the Matters Addressed in this Consent
Decree for the purpose of interpreting and enforcing the tenus of this Consent Decree.
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X. SIGNATORLES/SERVICE

13. Each undersigned representative of Guam and the signatory for the DOJ certify
that they are fully authorized to enter into the terms and conditions of this Consent Decree and to
execute and bind legally the Settling Parties to this Consent Decree.

14. The Settling Parties agree not to oppose entry of this Consent Decree by this
Court or to challenge any provision of this Consent Decree, unless either Settling Party has
notified the other Settling Party in writing that it no longer supports entry of the Consent Decree.
The Settling Parties agree not to challenge the Court’s jurisdiction to enter and enforce this
Consent Decree.

XI. GENERAL PROVISIONS

15. This Consent Decree constitutes the final, complete and exclusive agreement and
understanding among the Settling Parties with respect to the settlement embodied in this Consent
Decree. The Settling Parties acknowledge that there are no representations, agreements, or
understandings relating to the settlement other than those expressly contained in this Consent
Decree.

16. Any paragraph or subparagraph headings or section titles in this Consent Decree
are provided solely as a matter of convenience to the reader and shall not be construed to alter
the meaning of any paragraph or provisions of this Consent Decree.

17. This Consent Decree shall be governed and interpreted in accordance with federal
law.

18. If for any reason this Court should decline to approve this Consent Decree in the
form presented, this Consent Decree is voidable at the sole discretion of either Settling Party and
the terms of the agreement may not be used as evidence in any litigation between the Settling
Parties.

19. This Consent Decree may be executed in original counterparts, all of which
together shall be deemed to constitute one Consent Decree. The execution of one counterpart by
either Settling Party shall have the same force and effect as if that Settling Party had signed all
other counterparts.

20. This Consent Decree shall not be admitted into evidence or admissible as
evidence in any action or proceeding other than the above-captioned action in which this Consent
Decree is entered, except for the following:

a. An action, cross-claim, or counterclaim brought by Guam or the United
States to enforce this Consent Decree; and

b. Any proceeding where either Settling Party seeks to establish that it is
entitled to protection from claims under this Consent Decree.

XII. FINAL JUDGMENT AS TO MATTERS ADDRESSED

21. Upon entry of this Consent Decree by the Court, this Consent Decree shall
constitute a final judgment as to Guam and the United States, for the Matters Addressed. The
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Court finds that there is no just reason for delay and therefore enters this judgment as a final
judgment under Fed. R. Civ. p. 54 and 58.

SO ORDERED THIS DAY OF 2023.

Hon. Jia M. Cobb
United States District Judge
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�Ltz / 2-s
Dated 

Dated 

FOR GUAM: 

t�1-�
DOUGLAS. MOYLAN 
ATTORNEY GENERAL OF GUAM 

d\�L�_ .. _- -
LOU LEON GUERRERO 
GOVERNOR OF GUAM 

FOR THE UNITED STA TES OF AMERICA: 

Trial Attorney 
U.S. Department of Justice 
Environment and Natural Resources Division 
Environmental Defense Section 
P.O. Box 7611 
Washington, D.C. 20044-761 l 
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David D. Mitchell

September 1, 2023
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