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Antonine 
Plague
165-180 A.D.
5 million

Black Death
1347-1352
75 to 200 

million

1918 �u
1918-1920
50 million

HIV/AIDS
1981-current

35 million

SARS
2002-2003
Less than
1,000

Ebola
2014-2016
11,000

MERS
2015
Less than
1,000

COVID-19
2020
113,672 
(as of April 12)

Asian �u
1957-1958
1 million

Swine �u
2009
200,000

Hong Kong �u
1968-1970
1 million

Italian Plague
1629-1631
1 million

Third Plague
1885
12 million

Yellow fever
Late 1800s
150,000

Russian �u
1889-1890
1 million

Great Plague of London
1665
75,000 to 100,000

DEATHS FROM PANDEMICS, FROM ANTIQUITY TO THE MODERN ERA
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Range of
estimate

New World 
smallpox

1520-unknown
25 to 55 million

Plague of 
Justinian

541-542 A.D.
30 to 50 
million
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SARS
2002-2003
Less than
1,000

MERS
2015
Less than
1,000

Range of
estimate

New World 
smallpox
1520-unknown
25 to 55 million

Plague of 
Justinian
541-542 A.D.
30 to 50 
million

Italian Plague
1629-1631
1 million

Great Plague 
of London
1665
75,000 to 
100,000


