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PACIFIC GAMES continued on page 46

/ SPORTS A world of its own. Sports consume us. There is nothing like the competition and camaraderie gracing these pages. For tips-offs, contact our Sports Editor Matt Weiss at sports@postguam.com.

By Matt Weiss
sports@postguam.com

Once every four years, at the Pacific 
Games, athletes throughout the 
region get the chance to win medals 
and earn bragging rights for their 
island nations.

The 2019 Pacific Games, held from 
July 7-20, will take place in Apia, 
Samoa.

Team Guam, consisting of 150 
athletes, coaches, team managers, 
doctors, delegates, executives, and 
officials, hope to leave the Games 
with a huge haul of hardware.

Equally important as making the 
podium, for at least one Team Guam 
contingent, is gaining valuable experi-
ence in international competition.

Michelle Pang, Team Guam tennis 
head coach, said that her young team 
will benefit by competing at a higher 
level.

"I'm looking at all the islands coming 
out, and we are a very young team," 
Pang said. "Danny (Llarenas) is our 
only veteran."

Joining Llarenas, Mason Cald-
well, Camden Camacho, and Derek 
Okuhama make up the island's fourth 
smallest contingent.

Camacho, a member or Guam's 
Davis Cup team and a 2019 Father 
Duenas Memorial School graduate, 
sees the games as chance to increase 
his ability.

"I believe that these team events, 
such as Davis Cup and Pacific Games 
are great opportunities to grow as an 
individual and a team player," Cama-
cho said. "You just have to trust in 
your team, and have fun."

The draws, for single-elimination 
and pool play, will not be released until 
Sunday, July 7. Camacho, not know-
ing who he will play in the first round, 
expects the competition to be fierce.

"I expect the level of play to be really 
tough, knowing that there are most 
likely professional or ex-professional 
tennis players competing," he said.

Camacho added that his goal is to 

play smart, represent Guam well, and 
do well enough to place.

While the 2019 Games will host 

PACIFIC GAMES: 
In this Post file 
photo, Camden 
Camacho hits a 
backhand against 
No. 7-seeded 
Soichiro Moritani 
during a 2019 
King’s Guam World 
Tennis Tour men's 
singles match in 
June at the Hilton 
Guam Resort & Spa 
in Tumon. Cama-
cho, 2019 Father 
Duenas Memorial 
School graduate, 
will represent Team 
Guam at the 2019 
Pacific Games in 
Apia, Samoa. 

Guam set for 
Pacific Games 

in Samoa

Pacific Games 2019 Apia, Samoa
Athletics (July 15 to 20)
Noshista Benavente
Alison Bowman
Genina Criss
Genie Gerardo
Madison Packbier
Emma Sheedy
Regine Tugade
Richelle Tugade
Paul John Dimalanta
Derek Mandell
Benjamin Middlebrooke
Bleu Perez
Desmond Mandell III (Coach)
Peter Rivera (Team manager)
Riza Tugade (Team manager)

Basketball Women’s 
(July 8 to 20)

Kali Benavente
Brianna Benito
Alexandra Carbullido
Destiny Castro
Kathryn Castro
Kara Duenas
Monica Giger
Maria Mesa-Nauls
Chloe Miranda
Joylyn Pangilinan
Jocelyn Pardilla
Elysia Perez
Jannilese Quintanilla
Mia San Nicolas
Derin Santos
Paul Pineda (Coach)

Basketball Men’s 
(July 8 to 20)

William Belger III
Ben Borja II
Eduardo Thomas Calvo
JP Cruz
Jonathan Galloway
Daren Hechanova
Earvin Jose
Michael Sakazaki
Gabriel Takumi Simon
William Stinnett III
Seve Susuico
Mekeli Wesley

Russell Wesley
Tai Wesley
EJ Calvo (Coach)

Beach Volleyball 
(July 8 to 12)

Zachary Zacarias
Brian Tsujii

Golf (July 10 to 13)
Teresita Blair
Kristin Oberiano
Emeri Satake
Anna-Rose Tarpley
Roberto Manalo
John-Anthony Muna
Eduardo Terlaje
Ricardo Terlaje
Daryl Poe (Coach)
Kevin Oberiano 
(Team manager)
Marlyn Oberiano 
(Team manager)

Judo (July 16 to 17)
Joshter Andrew
Amy Cho
Frank Arriola (Official)

Swimming (July 9 to 13)
Mineri Gomez
Sebastian Castro
Chris Duenas
Mark Imazu
Benjamin Schulte
Jagger Stephens
Don San Agustin (Official)
Yumiko Imazu (Official)
Diane Stephens (Official)

Taekwondo  
(July 16 to 19)

Tierra-Lynn Chargualaf
Amber Toves
Alexander Allen
Joseph Ho
Leon Ho
Mike Ho (Coach)
Ron Cook (Team manager)

Tennis (July 7 to 19)
Mason Caldwell
Camden Camacho
Daniel Llarenas
Derek Okuhama

Michelle Pang (Team manager)

Triathlon  
(July 19 and 20)

Kristina Woesner
Craig Weymouth
Melanie Torre (Official)

Weightlifting 
(July 9 to 13)

Armie Almazan
Dayalani Calma
Dayamaya Calma
Dayanara Calma
Jacinta Sumagaysay
David Bautista
Edgar Molinos (Coach)

Va’a Women’s 
(July 9 to 13)

Ruby Castro
Isabel Gutierrez
Jenynne Guzman
Jennifer Horeg
Sue Lee
Kai Perez
Kiara Quichocho
Misako Sablan
Michelle Salas
Ashley Taitano
Miriam Terlaje
Diane Vice
Josh Duenas (Coach)

Va’a Men’s  
(July 9 to 13)

John Aguon
John Cabrera
Klyde Castro
Collin Murphy
Joseph Nowell
Johnny Palomo
Shane Palomo
John Sablan
Christopher Salas
Matthew Savares
Tony Vivas
David Palomo Jr. (Coach)

Volleyball Indoor 
Women’s (July 11 to 20)
Joie Blas
Adriana Chang

Edelene Cruz
Hilary Diaz
Samyra Duenas
Mariana Kier
Austia Mendiola
Lori Okada
Jestyne Sablan
Tatiana Sablan
Mike Rabago (Coach)
Nikki Paulino (Team manager)

Volleyball Indoor 
Men’s (July 11 to 20)

Eric Ada
Rico Castro
Shayden Cruz Attao
Aiden Ferrara
Vincent Leon Guerrero II
Aidan McDonald
Leandro Reogilio
John Paul Taimanglo
Rai Santos
Joel Quitugua (official)

Executive  
committee members

Ricardo Blas (president)
Gordon Chu (vice president)
Robert Steffy 
(secretary-general)
Roger Wahl (board member)
Joey Miranda III (deputy 
chief of mission)
James Borja (board member)
Anita Blas (executive member)
Sandra Miller (chief of mission)
Jay Leon Guerrero (athletes’ 
comisión representative)
Mia-Lahnee Aquino (athletes’ 
comisión representative)

Other officials
Luisa Sampson (administrator)
Dr. Arania Adolphson 
(team physician)
Dr. Luis Cruz  
(Oceania National Olympic 
Committee physician)
Chris Fernandez 
(physiotherapist)
Dr. Jordon Tingson 
(physiotherapist)

“You just have 
to trust in your 

team, and have fun.” 
– Camden Camacho,  
player, Guam Men’s 

National Tennis Team


