CTE injuries in NFL players

Chronic traumatic encephalopathy is a degenerative neurological disease that can affect athletes in hard-contact sports, especially football
and boxing. Repeated blows to the head may eventually cause symptoms, such as slurred speech, tremors and confusion. Depression and
suicidal tendencies have also been noted.
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Key role of tau proteins

* Tau proteins are needed
to provide stability to tiny
pathways within axons
called microtubules
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¢ When tau breaks down,
dementia or cognitive
problems often develop
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