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WWII vet ‘born on the Fourth of July’ indeed
Independence Day is doubly
meaningful for Americans who
also have July 4 as their birthday,
and World War II veteran Jack
Spruill Kendall, now 95 years old,
is part of that tremendous group.
Kendall, a native of Florence, saw
action during the closing months
of the titanic conflict, serving as
the navigator of a B-24 “Liberator”
(heavy bomber) in action mostly
over the Philippines. He was a part
of 24 missions, en route to a career
in engineering that included helping with construction of J. Strom
Thurmond Dam (also known as
Clarks Hill Dam).
He recalled a childhood joke that
he played on his sister. “I told her
the calendar had a red ‘July 4th’
because it was my birthday. She
believed me … but it was an occasion.”
He also shared the memory of
another family member: Forest
Virgil Kendall, also born in 1924.
“I was a twin, and my twin died
when we were 3 years old. He had
an intestinal obstruction, and back
then, they didn’t know what to do
for him. Now, they could’ve saved

him today, with surgery, but that
was … in 1927 that he died.”
Kendall also had another brother
– three years older, and now deceased – who became a fighter pilot and was shot down over France
while conducting a raid on a German airfield. He parachuted out
and was captured but managed to
escape “through the underground.”
That brother, Jim Locke Kendall,
eventually became a lieutenant
colonel.
Kendall laughingly added, “He,
I guess, was more of a hero than I
was, but … he stayed in the military for 20 years, and his last assignment, he was a pilot for the generals
in the Air Defense Command, so
he had a real career in the service.”
Both of the airborne Kendalls
started in the Army Air Corps,
which eventually became the Air
Force.
As a navigator guiding B-24s to
and from their targets, the future
Aiken County resident sat “right
behind the pilot,” at a window. His
unit, the 31st Bombardment, was
based on Samar, the third-largest
of the islands that comprise the
Philippines. “I was just overseas
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Army Air Corps veteran Jack Kendall, showing a model that he assembled from a kit, points out
where he sat, in 1945, while serving as a navigator on a B-24 “Liberator” (heavy bomber) during the
final months of World War II.
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