ORDINANCE NO. 23009

AN ORDINANCE TO PROVIDE FOR
A MORATORIUM ON CERTAIN

STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA )
)

COUNTY OF CHARLESTON ) MULTI-FAMILY STRUCTURES
)
)

TOWN OF MOUNT PLEASANT

WHEREAS, this ordinance is adopted to comply with the provisions of South Carolina Code
sections 5-7-30 and 6-29-710 et seq. and Town of Mount Pleasant Code section 156.032 in order
to effectuate a temporary moratorium, for a period up to two years from the date of final reading
of this ordinance, on the construction of multi-family struc¢tures within the Town of Mount
Pleasant;

WHEREAS, for purposes of this moratorium the term multi-family structures shall mean any
new residential building designed for, or occupied by, three or more families living independently
of each other, with the number of families in residence not exceeding the number of dwellings
provided. Each multi-family living unit constitutes a dwelling;

WHEREAS, the Town of MountPleasant provides municipal services to its citizens including
regulation, zoning, licénsing, waste disposal, fire and police services, and road maintenance. Said
services are vital to the public’s health, safety and welfare and deficient regulations and services
may lead to public harm;

WHEREAS, over the last ten years the Town of Mount Pleasant is in a phase of significant
growth and expects such growth to continue including the number of applications to construct
multi-family apartments. This significant growth negatively impacts the overall character of the

Town, causes undue traffic congestion, causes urban sprawl and leads to inadequate public

services;
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WHEREAS, in order to better manage this type of growth the Town, over a two-year period,
studied, developed and implemented a Comprehensive Plan. The Comprehensive Plan, Ordinance
number 20015, was adopted by Council and effective on October 13, 2020;

WHEREAS, the Comprehensive Plan addresses multi-family structures and the purpose of this
moratorium is to provide a reasonable time period for the Town to effectuate changes to its zoning
code in order to carry out the goals of the Comprehensive Plan. Specifically, the Town has initiated
a re-write of its zoning code to address over development of multi-family housing;

WHEREAS, this temporary moratorium shall not apply to the following:

1. Property subject to a lawful agreement with theTown including those properties with
applicable vested rights;

2. Affordable housing units, which are defined as housing units to provide dwellings for
either low income or lower in¢ome employees in the workforce whose incomes are
either (a) less than 80% of the area median family income (AMI) or (b) range between
80% and 120% ofthe area median family income (AMI) for the Charleston/North
Charleston metropolitan statistical area;

3. Rebuildof any existing multi-family units; and

WHEREAS, based on the findings above, all activities relating to the acceptance, review and
actions upon applications for issuance of zoning approvals, permits, site plan approvals, sketch plan
approvals, preliminary plat or final plat approvals, design review approvals and any other official
Town action that would authorize or permit multi-family structures to be constructed or create any
vested right that would authorize multi-family structures to be constructed in the future, unless

otherwise exempted herein, are temporarily suspended pursuant to this ordinance;
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and Councilmembers of the
Municipality of Mount Pleasant, in Council assembled, that based on the findings contained in the
text if this ordinance, a moratorium on the construction and development of certain multi-family
structures, as defined herein, be enacted for a period of no longer than two years from the final

reading of this ordinance.

THIS ORDINANCE SHALL BE EFFECTIVE IMMEDIATELY UPON FINAL READING.

SIGNED, SEALED AND DELIVERED THIS DAY OF , 2023.

J.W. Haynie, Mayor
Town of Mount Pleasant

Attest:
Christine Barrett
Clerk of Council

, 2023
Mount Pleasant, SC
Introduced: 22023
Final Reading: , 2023

APPROVED AS TO FORM:

David G. Pagliarini
Corporation Counsel
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