To The Honorable Members of the South Carolina State Legislature:

We, the undersigned, write in opposition to legislation that would weaken our gun safety laws to
allow the open carry of loaded handguns in public or the adoption of permitless carry, which would
eliminate the requirement to have a permit to carry loaded handguns in pubilic.

As people of faith, we have a moral obligation not just to preach and teach within our own
congregations, but also to seek the welfare of the communities where we serve.

People of faith have been at the forefront of the fight against gun violence in South Carolina. Houses
of worship have organized memorial vigils, prayer services, and other events to combat gun
violence. As faith leaders in our state, we know all too well the devastating consequences of gun
violence, as we approach six years since a white supremacist murdered nine Black parishioners at
Mother Emanuel AME church in Charleston. Faith leaders and members of religious communities
have the task of helping their friends, neighbors, and families put their lives back together after being
shattered by gun violence.

Legislation such as HB 3094 would allow a person to openly carry a loaded handgun in sensitive
areas like protests and demonstrations, playgrounds, and bars and other places that serve alcohol.
The day-to-day dangers of open carry are real. Families and businesses will be forced to decipher
who is and is not a danger. Law enforcement will be forced to do the same. After the mass shooting
of five police officers in Dallas, both the police chief and the mayor said law enforcement couldn’t tell
“good guys with guns” from “bad guys with guns” because it is perfectly legal to open carry in Texas.
Proposed legislation to allow permitless carry would follow states who have seen an increase in gun
violence after adopting the policy. In addition to the impact on everyday life, no one can ignore that
these proposals are coming at the worst time, with the steadily increasing extremism we are seeing
across the country.

Open carry and permitless carry are exploited by anti-government extremists and white
supremacists to intimidate the public. Make no mistake, the events that engulfed the U.S. Capitol are
only one example of the violent rhetoric that has been steadily increasing across the nation. In the
aftermath of the election, we’ve seen the armed intimidation of election officials in multiple states.
Extremists in Michigan, plotted to kidnap the governor. Armed protesters descended on the home of
Onhio’s state health director. In 2017, In advance of a planned “Unite the Right” White Nationalist rally
in Charlottesville, a self-styled “militia group” descended on the city openly carrying firearms.

A 2018 poll showed that 90 percent of South Carolina voters — including 90 percent of Republicans,
92 percent of Democrats, 89 percent of gun-owning households support prohibiting people from
openly carrying loaded handguns in public places. The same poll showed 76 percent of South
Carolina voters oppose making it legal to carry a loaded handgun in public without a permit or safety
training. We ask that you stand with them and stand with us as we confront violence with love and
work together to promote a culture of life and peace. We ask that you oppose any effort to allow the
open carry of loaded handguns in public or the adoption of permitless carry.
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