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Mayor Viola McDaniel
300 West 3™ Street
Swansea, SC 29160

RE: Town of Swansea

Dear Mayor:
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[ represent Doris Simmons and Mike Luongo. I also write this letter on behalf of several
citizens of the Town who are tax payers.

v

I have been provided a copy of the Town of Swansea, South Carolina Audit Financial

Statement for June 30, 2021.

which are unaccounted for and understated,

According to the financial statement there is over $3,000,000.00

It i1s my understanding this audit was to have been presented in April of this year. I
understand the presentation was stopped for reasons unknown to my clients.

Mike and Doris are members of the Council and they have serious questions about the

audit. If $3,000,000.00 is in fact missing, we believe the Town has a duty to get to the bottom of
where the money went. The citizens of the Town are at least entitled to an explanation as to the
missing funds.

On behalf of my clients, 1 hereby demand that the issue of the audited financial statement
be placed on the next Council Meeting Agenda. I also demand that the Auditor be invited to come
and to answer questions not only from the Council and Mayor but also from the citizens as a whole.

1700 Sunset Boulevard, West Columbia SC 29169 | PO Box 5708, West Columbia SC 29171
TeL 803.796.9160 rax 803.791.8410 www.mbmiawsc.com
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*Member of American Board of Trial Advocates *Fellow of the American Academy of Matrimonial Lawyers °Certified Specialist in Bankruptcy & Debtor/Creditor Law  *Retired
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Apparently, the missing money involves not only revenue funds, but funds related to the
bonded indebtedness of the Town.

Three million dollars in missing funds is quite serious. If there is a legitimate explanation
as to where the money went, the citizens need to know this fact. On the other hand, if the money
has been absconded with or misspent the citizens need to know this fact as well.

Please respond to the letter immediately as to whether or not you will have this matter
placed on the Town Agenda with the Auditor invited to answer guestions from the Mayor, Council

and general public.

I thank you for your attention to this letter and I look forward to hearing from you shortly

SIM/bw

ce: The Honorable Alan G. Wilson, Attorney General
Doris Simmons
Mike Luongo

628202€d02202#3ASVYD - SY31d NOWINOD - NOLONIX3T - AV €T:0T 8T Bnv 220z - d31id ATTvIINOY 10313



))))é)))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))

John E. Brown

Certified Public Accountant
209 Meadow Crest Drive m
‘West Columbia, SC 29172
(803) 755-3384

INDEPENDENT AUDITOR’S REPORT

To the Mayor and
Town Council
Town of Swansea, South Carolina

We were engaged to audit the accompanying financial statements of the governmental activities, the business-
type activities, each major fund, and the aggregate remaining fund information of the Town of Swansea, South
Carolina, as of and for the year ended June 30, 2021, and the related notes to the financial statements.

Management’s Responsibility for the Financial Statements

Management is responsible for the preparation and fair presentation of these financial statements in accordance
with accounting principles generally accepted in the United States of America; this includes the design,
implementation, and maintenance of internal control relevant to the preparation and fair presentation of financial
statements that are free from material misstatement, whether due to fraud or error.

Auditor's Responsibility

Our responsibility is to express opinions on these financial statements based on our audit. We conducted our
audit in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the United States of America. Because of the
matters described in the Basis for Disclaimer of Opinion paragraphs, however, we were not able to obtain
sufficient appropriate audit evidence to provide a basis for an audit opinion.

Basis for Disclaimer of Opinion

Some beginning balances were not posted to the Town's general ledger accounts. The beginning balances that
were not posted included asset and liability accounts. Some of these balances are material to the financial
statements. As a result, we were not able to agree prior year ending balances to the current year beginning
balances, nor were we able to properly perform analytical review procedures. Additionally, the underlying
accounting records do not support some of the financial information included in these financial statements. This

represents a scope limitation.

The Town's underlying accounting records do not show any accounts receivable or accounts payable balances.
Generally, most governmental entities have balances that should be reported as accounts receivable and
accounts payable at year end. Because the Town did not report any of the receivable or payable balances at
year end and did not provide any schedules to us in an effort to perform audit tests, we were not able to
determine the adequacy of the balances reported in the attached financial statements. Additionally, an allowance
for doubtful accounts receivable was not computed and recorded in the underlying accounting records. This
represents a scope limitation and a possible known error.

Fixed asset balances or activity was not computed and reported in the trial balance or general ledger. This
includes the actual asset balances by type, current year depreciation expense for any of the funds, the
accumulated depreciation account not reflecting the current year's depreciation activity, construction in progress
not being accounted for properly, and the net fixed asset balance not being adjusted properly. As a result,
balances in the underlying accounting records related to fixed assets, for all funds, are understated by at least
$3,309,000 and is considered material. This financial reporting is not in accordance with accounting principles
generally accepted in the United States of Amaerica.

Accounts were added to the general ledger that appear to be invalid accounts and appear to be improperly
accounted for. Some of the invalid accounts identified, but may not be limited to, include: “Insurance payment

_recelved from retiree” (as an asset type account) totaling $3,810, “Enter account from chart of accounts” (as a
liability type account) totaling $17,869, “Insurance paid to retirees” (as a liability type account) totaling $5,351,
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“Net wages” (as an expense account) totaling $37,078, and “Inventory shrinkage” in the amount of $300 for the
police department.” This condition represents possible errors and an uncertainty.

Compensated absences were not reported as a liability in the underlying accounting records. Compensated
absences are required to be reported in financial statements. The compensated absences balance in the
underlying financial records is understated by approximately $4,092. This represents a known error.

The amount due to and received from the State Treasurer was not recorded in the Town's underlying accounting
records. The Town did not record as income an amount totaling $24,883 in the general fund. Additionally, the
Town did not reduce the amount that is owed to the State Treasurer's Office by the $24,883 that was credited to
the Town, but not actually paid, and used as an off-set to reduce the liability owed by the Town to the State
Treasurer's Office. This condition results in revenues being understated by $24,883 and liabilities being
overstated by the same amount and represents an accounting error.

Due to/due from accounts were not reconciled and do not balance. We were not able to obtain sufficient audit
evidence that would allow us to determine the appropriateness of the due to/due from accounts in order to
properly eliminate the balances in accordance with accounting reporting requirements. This represents a scope
limitation and an accounting error

The MASC debt set-off revenue account was improperly reduced by checks written for police department
expenditures resulting in the MASC revenue reported being understated by approximately $4,950. Additionally,
police fines collected were posted to the MASC debt set-off revenue account as opposed to the police and court
fines and fees revenue account. This resulted in the police and court fines and fees revenue account being
understated and the MASC debt set-off account being overstated by the same amount.

Payroll tax transactions do not appear to have been accounted for properly. A review of the general ledger shows
where payroll withholding amounts were posted to the payroll liability account after the first few payroll cycles.
However, when remitting the employee's withheld payroll taxes to the taxing authorities, the payroll liability
account was not reduced by the amount paid to the taxing authorities. This condition caused the payroll liabilities
account to be overstated. The balance reported in this account by the Town is $37,422. Additionally, it appears
that the payroll taxes withheld from employee wages were posted to the employer payroll tax expense account
which reported expenditures of $136,989. Thereby double counting the employee portion of tax withholdings
twice, once during the payroll cycle as a salary expense and again when remitting the withheld amounts to the
taxing authorities as an employer tax expense. Finally, the employer payroll tax expense amounts were not
properly allocated and posted to the appropriate departments within the Town. These conditions would cause the
employer payroll tax expense account to be overstated by the amount of payroll taxes withheld from employee
wages and the employer payroll tax expense to be overstated in some departments and understated in other
departments. We were not able to adequately perform procedures to satisfy ourselves of the accuracy of payroll
related transactions. This represents an unknown accounting error and an uncertainty.

Accounts that should have debit balances had credit balances and accounts that should have credit balances had
debit balances. The underlying accounting records show accounts that have balances that are not recorded
properly. This condition appears to have occurred because the Town's accounting transactions were posted to

certain accounts the wrong way or opposite to what should have occurred. This is considered an accounting error.

We were not able to determine the materiality of errors this condition caused, resulting in a scope limitation.
Disclaimer of Opinion

Because of the significance of the matters described in the “Basis for Disclaimer of Opinion” section, we have not
been able to obtain sufficient appropriate audit evidence to provide a basis for an audit opinion on the financial
statements, governmental activities, each major fund, and the aggregate remaining funds of the Town of
Swansea, South Carolina. Accordingly, we do not express an opinion on these financial statements.

Other Matters

Prior period adjustments have been made to present the financial statements in accordance with applicable
standards. Detail of such adjustments are presented in Note K to the financial statements.

A

February 28, 2022
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