




















 

 

 

EXHIBIT 1 

 

 

 

 

 



Healthy People. Healthy Communities. 

CEASE AND DESIST DIRECTIVE 

VIA EMAIL: MERRITT.ABNEY@NELSONMULLINS.COM 

January 25, 2024 

Rom L. Reddy 
c/o Merritt Abney, Esq. 
118 Ocean Blvd 
Isle of Palms, SC 29451 

RE: Unauthorized Activity 

Dear Mr. Reddy, 

On January 25, 2024, the South Carolina Department of Health and Environmental Control's Office of 
Ocean and Coastal Resource Management (Department) staff conducted an inspection at your 
property located on and adjacent to the Atlantic Ocean at 118 Ocean Blvd, Isle of Palms, Charleston 
County, SC (PIO 5680900155) (Site). During the inspection, Department staff observed unauthorized 
structures and materials in the beaches critical area and/or on active beach that included an 
approximately 92 LF erosion control structure, metal screw piles, and scattered clay and riprap 
debris. As a result of this inspection, Department staff concluded that metal screw piles were being 
installed below grade on the seaward side of the erosion control structure in the beaches critical 
area and/or on active beach at the Site without authorization from the Department. 

Such activity is a violation of the South Carolina Coastal Tidelands and Wetlands Act (Act) and 
Coastal Division Regulations (Regulations) which require that any utilization/alteration of the critical 
area be permitted or otherwise legally authorized by the Department prior to performing the 
activity. 1 As a result, the Department is required to take appropriate corrective action and may 
assess civil penalties. 

You are hereby directed to immediately cease and desist all work in the beaches critical area 

and/or on active beach that is in violation of the Act. The Department is issuing this directive as 
authorized by S.C. Code Ann. Regs. 30-8(8), as amended. If you do not comply with this directive, 
please be advised that the Department, pursuant to S.C. Code Ann. §48-39-160, may seek relief in 
the appropriate Circuit Court. If you have any questions or concerns regarding this directive and 
notice, you may contact me at (843) 709-3998 or prevosjp@dhec.sc.gov. 

1s.c. Code Ann. §48-39-130(A) & S.C. Code Ann. Regs. 30-2(8)
S.C. Department of Health and Environmental Control

2600 Bull Street. Columbia. SC 29201 (803) 898-3432 www.scdhec.gov 



Respectfully, 

��Jacques P. Prevost 
Compliance Project Manager 
Office of Ocean and Coastal Resource Management 

ec: Morgan H. Flake, Manager, Compliance and Enforcement Section 
Matt Slagel, Manager, Beachfront Management Section 

ec: Douglas Kerr, Deputy City Administrator, City of Isle of Palms 
Desiree Fragoso, City Administrator, City of Isle of Palms 
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Healthy People. Healthy Communities. 

CEASE AND DESIST DIRECTIVE 

VIA EMAIL: MERRITT.ABNEY@NELSON MULLINS.COM 

February 2, 2024 

Rom L. Reddy 

c/o Merritt Abney, Esq. 

118 Ocean Blvd 

Isle of Palms, SC 29451 

RE: Unauthorized Activity 

Dear Mr. Reddy, 

On January 25, 2024, the South Carolina Department of Health and Environmental Control's Office of 

Ocean and Coastal Resource Management (Department) issued a Cease and Desist Directive to you 

for unauthorized activity in the beaches critical area and/or on active beach at 118 Ocean Blvd, Isle 

of Palms, Charleston County, SC (PID 5680900155) (Site). The January 25, 2024 Cease and Desist 

Directive identified an unauthorized erosion control structure and active installation of metal screw 

piles, among other things, and specifically directed that you immediately cease and desist all work 

in the beaches critical area and/or on active beach that is in violation of the Act. The Department 

received notification that unauthorized activities had not ceased at the Site. As a result, Department 

staff conducted an additional inspection on February 1, 2024, and confirmed that unauthorized 

activities continued to occur at the Site. These observed activities included excavation of the beaches 
critical area and/or active beach, installation of rebar, wood forms and supports, and newly-poured 

concrete immediately landward of the unauthorized erosion control structure and in beaches critical 

area and/or on active beach. 

Such activity is a violation of the South Carolina Coastal Tidelands and Wetlands Act (Act) and 

Coastal Division Regulations (Regulations) which require that any utilization/alteration of the critical 

area be permitted or otherwise legally authorized by the Department prior to performing the 

activity. 1 As a result, the Department is required to take appropriate corrective action and may 

assess civil penalties. 

You are hereby directed to immediately cease and desist all work in the beaches critical area 

and/or on active beach that is in violation of the Act. The Department is issuing this directive as 

authorized by S.C. Code Ann. Regs. 30-B(B), as amended. If you do not comply with this directive, 

please be advised that the Department may seek relief in the appropriate court. If you have any 

questions or concerns regarding this directive and notice, you may contact me at (843) 709-3998 or 

prevosjp@dhec.sc.gov. 

15.C. Code Ann. §48-39-130(A) & s.c. Code Ann. Regs. 30-2(B)
S.C. Department of Health and Environmental Control

2600 Bull Street. Columbia, SC 29201 (803) 898-3432 www.scdhec.gov 



Respectfu I ly, 

Jacques P. Prevost 

Compliance Project Manager 

Office of Ocean and Coastal Resource Management 

ec: Morgan H. Flake, Manager, Compliance and Enforcement Section 

Matt Slagel, Manager, Beachfront Management Section 

ec: Douglas Kerr, Deputy City Administrator, City of Isle of Palms 

Desiree Fragoso, City Administrator, City of Isle of Palms 
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