
Fort Sumter Beach 
 

Proposal Information  
Proposed name Fort Sumter Beach 
Proposal type new name for unnamed feature 
Proponent Timothy Sveum, Fort Sumpter and Fort Moultrie NHP 
Date proposed 11/20/2024 
BGN case number 6397 

Quarterly Review List 458 
 

Feature Details  

Primary coordinates 32.7522, -79.8775 
Feature class beach 

Feature size Approx. 10 acres 

Feature description Within Charleston Harbor, 2.5 mi. SE of Shutes Folly Island, 
1.4 mi. NW of Cummings Point 

Name history Named in association with Fort Sumter and the park 
USGS primary topo map Charleston 1:24,000 

State(s) South Carolina 
County(s) Charleston County 

Land ownership National Park Service 
 

BGN decisions 
• None 

Other Names 

• Unpublished names: 
o No name beach (reported by proponent) 

• Published names:  None found 
 

Case Summary 

The new name Fort Sumter Beach is proposed for a beach located within Fort Sumter and Fort 
Moultrie National Historical Park (FOSU), between James Island and Fort Sumter, and southeast 
of Charleston in Charleston County.  The beach formed as sand and other materials naturally 
collected over time due to a man-made island and a nearby water current.  The proponent, 
who is the Chief Ranger at FOSU, reports that the accretion of sand “has connected Fort Sumter 
island to James Island from mid tide to low tide and it is believed that it continues to grow.”   
 
The proposed name refers to its location within FOSU and its proximity to Fort Sumter, named 
after Revolutionary War Brigadier General Thomas Sumter.  The proponent notes that the 
beach is known locally as “No name beach,” adding that “It has grown to be one of the most 
popular boating beaches in the Charleston Harbor, and park management would like to bring 
attention to the users that they are within the national park when in the area.  A change in 
name and a park regulations sign with the beach name on it will help accomplish this.” 



 

 

Stakeholder Input   

Local government Charleston County Council  
State Names Authority  South Carolina Geographic Names 

Authority 
 

Federal Agency National Park Service Support 
Federally Recognized Tribes  All federally recognized Tribes 

contacted under Policy X 
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Property ownership data shown is compiled from deeds,
plats, surveys, and other source data. This is not a 
surveying quality drawing and should be used for general
scaling purposes only. Acreages, if noted, have been 
derived from surveys and office compilations.
Aerial photography: ESRI

NPS land
NPS utility easement

Legislated boundary
NPS tract boundary
NPS tract number

South Carolina State Plane Coordinate System, NAD83, US Foot

XXX-XX

Survey Monuments or Reference Points of Record:

Reference Survey Plats:
1) Plat Showing Location of Easement for Water Line, prepared by Corps of Engineers, dated May 1980, TIC Drawing No. 392/41022.
2) Plat Showing Location of Easement for Water Line, prepared by Corps of Engineers, dated May 1980, TIC Drawing No. 392/41022A.
3) Plat Showing a Proposed Easement of Varying Widths, prepared by William H. Mitchell, PE & LS 2387, dated June 1981. recorded in Plat Bk. H-127, Pg. 68,
Charleston County records, TIC Drawing No. 392/60036.
4) Drawing Showing the Corners of the 125 acre Tract Around Fort Sumter, prepared by Delta Surveying Co., dated September 1, 1992, TIC Drawing No. 392/60028.

Calculated survey point Center Range Beacon (1992)

C h a r l e s t o n H a r b o
r

Ft. Sumter & Ft. Moultrie Nat. Historical Park 
Fort Sumter Site, Charleston Harbor

National Park Service
U.S. Department of the Interior
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THE BOARD ON GEOGRAPHIC 
NAMES DOMESTIC NAMES 

COMMITTEE PROPOSAL FORM 
This document is for those interested in proposing: 

1. A new name for a currently unnamed geographic feature, or 
2. A change to an existing name, spelling, or where a name is applied. 

By submitting this form, the proponent acknowledges the BGN Policies 
and agrees to work with BGN staff regarding their proposal. 

VERSION 2.0.2 
BOARD ON GEOGRAPHIC NAMES DOMESTIC NAMES COMMITTEE 

https://d9-wret.s3.us-west-2.amazonaws.com/assets/palladium/production/s3fs-public/media/files/DNC_PPP.pdf


Domestic Geographic Name Proposal Form 
The U.S. Board on Geographic Names (BGN) is responsible for standardizing the names of geographic features 
within the 50 States and in other areas under the sovereignty of the United States. The BGN retains the legal 
authority to promulgate all official names and locations of natural features (e.g. mountains, rivers, valleys), as well as 
canals, channels, reservoirs, and other select feature types. 

This form is to propose a new name or name, spelling, or application change for a geographic feature for Federal 
use. A proponent should carefully review the proposal prior to submission to ensure that it is consistent with the 
BGN policies. Please note all fields with a red outline are required prior to submitting this form. 

The proponent should also be aware that the entire proposal—including personal identifying information and any 
associated correspondence—is in the public domain and may be made publicly available at any time. 

Submit 1. Download and email this form and OR 2. Send by mail to: 
Proposal: supporting documentation to: U.S. BGN Executive Secretary, Domestic Names 

BGNEXEC@ usgs.gov 12201 Sunrise Valley Drive, MS-523 

Contact Us: 
BGNEXEC@ usgs.gov 

i. 

ii. 

Save PDF using this format: 
‘State_GeographicNameProposed’ 
Email Subject: ST_GeographicName 

Reston, VA 20192 

Please note that anything submitted by mail will delayed. 

 
  

 
    

    
 

 
 

  

  
 

 

 
 

 

  
    

 
 

 

    

 
 

  

 

 

 

    

 

 
  

 

  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

What is the Feature Type? 

Is this to change an existing name? Y N 

If yes, please provide the official name and Feature ID 
as it appears in the Geographic Names Information 
System (GNIS). 

Proposed Name: 

GNIS Name: 

GNIS ID: 

Is this name in current local use? Y N 

Naming Basics 

Public Land Survey System: 
Section(s), Township, Range, Meridian 

State: 

General Location: 

County: 

City/Town/ 
Township/ 
Borough: 

Where is the feature? 

Latitude: 

Longitude: 

(38.94741) 

(-77.36839) 

For Linear Features (e.g. stream or valley): 

Mouth/Confluence 

Latitude: 

Longitude: 
(38.94741) 

(-77.36839) 

Source/Headwater 

Latitude: 

Longitude: 
(38.94741) 

(-77.36839) 

Location Basics 

https://d9-wret.s3.us-west-2.amazonaws.com/assets/palladium/production/s3fs-public/media/files/DNC_PPP.pdf
mailto:BGNEXEC@usgs.gov
mailto:BGNEXEC@usgs.gov
https://edits.nationalmap.gov/apps/gaz-domestic/public/search/names
https://edits.nationalmap.gov/apps/gaz-domestic/public/search/names


 

  

 

 
  

 
 

   
    

     
 

 

 

   
     

 

Feature Description 
Physical shape, length, width, etc. (Maps can be submitted separately by email) 

Name Details 
Name information: 
Please provide relevant information about the proposed name, such as origin, meaning, how long it has been in current use, 
as well as current or historical significance. Also include why you believe the feature requires a name or name change and 
why the proposed name is appropriate. Describe any documents that you will be submitting (separately by email) to support 
your proposal. 

Please provide a list of supporting documentation, including any web links: 
Examples: Published sources showing the proposed name or letters of support (local government, historical society, 
etc.). 



 

 

  

    

     

 

 
 

  
  

 

 

 

   
 

 
 

 

 
 

  

Honoree’s Date of Birth: Honoree’s Date of Death: 

Short biography and significance or association with the geographic feature: (list any additional honorees here) 

Is the name commemorative? Does the name honor or refer to a person or persons? 

Please note that the BGN will only accept proposals for names that are intended to honor a person or persons 
deceased at least five years. The BGN will disapprove names that could be construed to honor living persons. The 
person being honored should have had either (1) some direct or long-term association with the feature, or (2) have 
made a significant contribution to the area, community, or State in which it is located; or (3) have outstanding 
national or international recognition. The BGN discourages the use of an individual’s full name except to avoid 
ambiguity. 

Y N 

If yes, please provide the following: 

Is the feature in a Wilderness 
Y If yes, please provide your justification for making an 

Area or Wilderness Study Area? 
N 

exception to the Wilderness Policy: 
Unknown 

Please note that the BGN will not approve new names for unnamed features within wilderness areas or wilderness 
study areas, unless an overriding need can be demonstrated by the proponent. 

https://d9-wret.s3.us-west-2.amazonaws.com/assets/palladium/production/s3fs-public/media/files/DNC_PPP.pdf#page=21
https://d9-wret.s3.us-west-2.amazonaws.com/assets/palladium/production/s3fs-public/media/files/DNC_PPP.pdf#page=23


 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

  

  
 

            

  

 

  

 

  

 

 

 

   

   

 

  Is the name you are proposing intended to honor Native Americans, their language, or culture? Y N 

If yes, to ensure that the proposed name is appropriate, the BGN strongly advises proponents to work with Tribal 
Leaders, Tribal Historic Preservation Officers, and/or Native American linguists or other expert(s) associated with 
the Tribe to determine the acceptability of the proposed name and application. Please review the BGN’s Cultural 
Sensitivity for Native American Names guidance. 

Proponents should also seek letters of endorsement from the governments (e.g., Tribal Councils) of any affected 
Tribes. Please indicate below, or in documentation submitted separately (with this proposal or any time after the 
proposal is submitted), any efforts to solicit Tribal input.

Full Name: 

Mailing 
Address: 

Email: 

Phone: 

If yes, please fill out the following: 

Mailing 
Address: 

Phone: 

Are you completing this form for someone else? 

Y N 

Completed by: 

Please provide one form of contact (email preferred): 

If yes, please explain and describe any opposition: 

Is there any local opposition or conflict with the proposed name? Y N 

Additional notes, including any Tribal input details 

Additional Information 

Proponent Information 

Proponent’s Name: 

Agency or Organization, if applicable: 

Email: 

Please submit this form and supporting documentation to:  1. By email to BGNEXEC@usgs.gov 2. By mail to the address on page 2. 

mailto:BGNEXEC@usgs.gov
https://www.usgs.gov/us-board-on-geographic-names/cultural-sensitivity-native-american-names
https://www.usgs.gov/us-board-on-geographic-names/cultural-sensitivity-native-american-names
mailto:BGNEXEC@usgs.gov
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	Proposed Name: Fort Sumter Beach
	Is this name in current local use?: No
	Feature Type: [Beach]
	Official Federal Name: Choice2
	Current GNIS Name: 
	Current GNIS ID: 
	Point Latitude: 32.7522
	Point Longitude: -79.8775
	Mouth Latitude: 
	Mouth Longitude: 
	Source Latitude: 
	Source Longitude: 
	County/City: Charleston
	Zip code: Harbor nearest Charleston, Sullivan's Island and James Island.
	Section, Township, Range and Meridian: 
	State01: South Carolina
	Click or tap here to enter Feature Description (Physical shape, length, width, etc: 
	): A large portion of the beach is within the boundaries of Fort Sumter and Fort Moultrie National Historical Park (Formally Fort Sumter National Monument) and is connected to the island from mid-tide to low-tide.  The beach has accreted due to the presence of a man-made island and a natural eddy on the leeward side of the island that has formed a beach.  The accretion has connected Fort Sumter island to James Island from mid tide to low tide and it is believed that it continues to grow.  The beach is much wider and longer at low tide than at high tide, so an estimated length and description is difficult since it changes due to tide.  A map of the area is included.

	Name Information: I was hired as the chief ranger at Fort Sumter and Fort Moultrie NHP in summer 2020.  At that time, there was a growing use of a beach that the locals were calling "no-name beach."  The public using the beach seemed unaware of the beach being inside the boundaries of Fort Sumter and Fort Moultrie National Historical Park while my staff and I contacted them.  In the four years that I have been here, the beach has grown to be one of the most popular boating beaches in the Charleston Harbor.  The beach sees more violations than any other location in the park including, illegal fires, non-tethered dogs disturbing wildlife, noise violations, alcohol violations, impaired driving, and near drownings. The beach has never had any signage, however, park is planning to put a regulations sign on the beach this winter or next spring. We want to bring attention to the users that they are within the national park when in the area.  A change in name and a park regulations sign with the beach name on it will help accomplish this.
	Supporting documentation with details: We have only reached out to NOAA about the name change, and they support it.  We have not reached out to any organization as it has never had a name other than "no-name" due to it never having a formal name.  We don't anticipate this name as being controversial, since it is just naming after the park it is located within.  Additionally, the reason that the beach formed is due to the existence of a man-made island (Fort Sumter) causing an eddy.
	Is the name commemorative: No
	Honoree's DOB: 
	Honoree's DOD: 
	Short Biography and Significance: Fort Sumter is named after a revolutionary war brigade-general Thomas Sumter, however the beach is named after the fort or park that it is within.
	Is the feature in a wilderness area: No
	Justificaation for making an exception to the Wilderness Policy: 
	Is there any local opposition: No
	explain and describe any opposition: We don't know of any opposition and don't believe it will have opposition.
	Additional Notes: 
	Proponent Full Name: Timothy Sveum
	Agency or Organization: National Park Service
	Proponents Email: tim_sveum@nps.gov
	Proponent Mailing Address: 1214 Middle Street
Sullivan's Island, SC 29482
	Proponents Phone Number: 843-277-4503
	Are you filing this for someone else: Choice2
	Submitters Full Name: 
	Submitters Email: 
	Submitters Mailing Address: 
	Submitters Phone Number: 
	Is the name you are proposing intended to honor Native Americans, their language, or culture?: No


