June 2020

Mr. D. DuBose Egleston Jr.
Head of School
Porter-Gaud School

300 Albemarle Road
Charleston, SC 29407

Dear Mr. Egleston and members of the Board of Trustees,

We write to you as concerned graduates of Porter-Gaud. Despite the school’s note
acknowledging the death of George Floyd, we are disheartened by the lack of specific action. We
know Porter-Gaud to be a place that supports and cares for its students. But our school must do
much more to welcome and support students of color, particularly Black students, and to teach
all Porter-Gaud students how to actively engage in anti-racism. If Porter-Gaud wishes to be the
“pillar of knowledge, honor, and truth” we know it can be, we urge you to take the actions listed
below.

Porter-Gaud remained all white until 1967, 13 years after Brown v. Board of Education barred
segregation in public education. The school is currently a member of the South Carolina
Independent School Association (SCISA), which was founded in the 1960s by non-public
institutions that served as a “haven” for “white flight families” resisting desegregation [John
Egerton in Shades of Grey, quoting Larry Watt, former Executive Director of SCISA]. While
SCISA schools now appear to practice nondiscrimination, the legacy of this racism is apparent in
the student bodies that fail to reflect the racial diversity of the surrounding communities.

As an active participant in SCISA, and simply as a school educating the next generation of
thinkers and leaders, Porter-Gaud must grapple with its role in an education system that is still
largely segregated. Porter-Gaud remains an overwhelmingly white institution with a curriculum
that does not adequately address the many legacies of American slavery and racism.

We know the school is currently revising its Strategic Plan. We hope we can work with you to
make the following changes:

1. Increase financial aid—The wealth gap between white and Black families in Charleston is the
same as it was a half-century ago, in the wake of the Jim Crow South. Porter-Gaud must become
accessible to families at all income levels; it must become accessible to families who have been
unable to accumulate wealth due to racist housing, banking, and hiring practices. We are
confident our community would step up to contribute toward this purpose.



2. Ensure curriculum at every grade level examines the history of Black Americans, the writing
of Black authors, and the art of Black creators—The past weeks have made it clearer than ever
that our society needs to do more to understand the Black American experience, and Porter-
Gaud’s teaching curriculum should acknowledge that. It has been a while since many of us
graduated, but as we recall, PG curriculum skewed heavily in favor of white authors and
narratives. Porter-Gaud should instead expose students to the voices of all communities,
especially the Black community that comprises a foundational part of Charleston’s history and
has been marginalized for far too long. These rich voices will help PG students become more
attuned to the full breadth of their community, the racial dynamics of which cannot be
responsibly ignored.

3. Emphasize anti-racism curriculum—Even beyond literature and articles written by Black
authors, Porter-Gaud should actively teach anti-racism principles. PG creates a community of
discussion and learning. This community could be a valuable space in which to explore complex
topics, like racial privilege and allyship. Incorporating anti-racist lessons will help students,
namely white students, learn how to understand their own privilege and their ability to work
alongside Black students and other students of color to shape a more just world.

4. Commit to recruiting, hiring, supporting, and retaining more Black faculty, staff, and
administrators—Many of us were in middle school (or later) before we had our first Black
teacher. For Black students, this leaves them with no school role models that look like them. For
all students, it models a harmful system of white power. Porter-Gaud must also do more to
support the Black faculty and staff that are already on campus, ensuring that their perspectives
are heard and valued.

5. Provide non-Black faculty, staff, and administrators with training on how to recognize their
own biases and how to incorporate anti-racist principles in their work—Even if Porter-Gaud
were to become no more diverse than it currently is (which would be a great loss), its leaders
must educate themselves on systems of oppression in order to better educate their students.

6. Withdraw from SCISA and encourage its dissolution—At a minimum, Porter-Gaud must
facilitate academic and athletic competition and interaction with a more diverse range of high
school students in South Carolina.

Thank you for your attention. We look forward to your reply, to working with you on the

concrete steps that will follow, and to seeing how Porter-Gaud is capable of realizing the values
of its faith tradition and of a more just society.

Sincerely,
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