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INTITODUCTION: THIS IS THE MOST DANGEROUS PROSECUTION
IN SOUTH CAROLINA HISTORY

Thc Sal'ety Rulc: "Sec Soruething, Sny Solnetlring"

-l-here 
exists a universal satbty nrle uporr rvhich the protection of eve11,citizen in this State

rlcpcrrcls: \\/hen )'ou perceive a threat to public sat-ety. ),ou nrust report it.'fhis is rrot merely a

suggestioll; it is the lbundatiorral cornpact betrveen citizen and governrlent that makes ordered

societl, possible.'l'he Departrnent of I-{ornelarrd Secunty has enshrined this principle in its "See

Sorncthirrg. Sa1'sornethirrg"l campaigrr. Larv enfbrcerrent agencies across the nation depend

ruporr citizcn reporting to prevent violence belbre it occurs. This safetl,rule protects judges. It

protects 1;oliticiarrs, It plotects schools. lt protects every nran! wor.r1an, and child in South

Citlolirra.

Tlris ;lrosccutinu violltes thirt safctl, nrle. And every violatiorr of the rule creates

rlarrgcr'-not.just to Brian Stahlberger. but to every citizen in this State. The tentacles of this

clangcr extertcl into everl,coulthouse. every political lall1,. everl,school. every cliurch and every

rrcighbolhoocl. 85,prosecuting a citizen fbr reportirrg rvhat he reasonably believed to be an

lurrned thleat. the State of South Carolina has declared open seasolr on those rvho rvould protect

thci l corn rr.r un ities.

IIN]'ENTTONALLY LEIIf BLAN K]

'https://www.dhs,gov/see-something-say-something?utm_source=chatgpt.com
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'l-hoLrgh tlre caltoon uses satire l'or etfect, the circurnstances of this case are strikingly

sirnilar- and the inrplications present a leal and substarrtial risl< to lau,-abidirrg citizens,

,Y
urr'Q,

Tlrc ()ovcrnnrcrrt's Violntiorr of the Safcty Rulc: Prosecutiorr b),TikTok

1-hc governrnent has violated the saf'ety rule in a rrannel that should alarrn every citizen

arrcl cverv nrerlber ol'tlris Court. This prosecutiorr rvas rrot initiated based upon a carefirl

evaluatiorr ol- eviclence. 'fhis prosecutiorr r,r,as borr.l fi'onr a viral 'fikTok video-a carefirlly

sclectecl. deliberately edited snippet ol'a broacler encounter that told only the portion of the

storl,calculatecl to gerrerate rlaxirluul or.rtrage and rnaxirlurn clicks ancl public outrage.

Officer, he broke into
my house at gun point.

I know, but he has more
TikTok followers and released

a more viral video than you.

Get more followers and make
vour videos more viral and we

will arrest him next time.
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-l'hc vicleo that sparvrrecl tlris Prosecution did not slrorv the.iuvenile rvith u,hat appeared to

be a llreann protrucling fl'orn his u,aistbarrd. It clid not shorv the juvenile placing his hand orr

tlre appalen( \veaporl in a rnanner corrsistent rvith arr intent to drarv and lrre. lt did not shorv

llriarr Stahlberger relreatirrg to saf-et1,and irnrnecliately repolting the thleat to his neighbor, an

ol'l'-clut)' larv enlolcerrent oltlcer. It did rrot slrou,Blian retreating to his lrouse, did not shorv

lriur placing his larlill,behind saf-es in his ou,rr house rvlrich rvere pushed up against the doors

to stop bullets. It did not shou,the sarre.iuveniles subsequently attacl<ing an oft-dut1, police

ol'llcer'. lt shorvecl clnly rvhat its creator \vantect the world to see-a carefully curated scene

strippecl ot'all corrtext. designed not to intbrrn but to inllarne ancl create viral clickbait.

z\rrcl tlre govenrncnt took the bait. Rather tharr securing the scene and keeping the unnrlv

)/()r.rth's parents li'orr thc scerre and all of their fanrilies, rather than sealching lor the discarded

llrcalnr Brian obselved, the govenrnlent allorvecl social rnedia to clictate prosecutorial policy

ancl thc Goverrrrnent could not sirnply sel)/ there is nrole to the story than the viral video. The

Slatc ol'South Carolirra has perrritted Tik'l'ok algorithrns and viral outrage to substitute fbr

prosecutoriaI juclurnerrt.

It is a sacl da1, 1o''.lustice irr South Carolina rvhen the governrlent is driven by viral videos

and clicl<bait at the expense ot'harclrvorking citizens rvho clo nothing rrore than tbllorv the

sal'etv rtrles ancl protect their corrrnunitv- ancl fbllorv the orders of a larv errfbrcernent officer. It

is saclcier still rvhen tlrat goverrrrnent. having been stanrpeded into prosecutiorr by social rnedia.

rclLses to plotect the ver'l,citizerr it prosecutes trorr docurnented, ongoing threats-leaving

[-]r'ian. his rvil'e. arrci his darrghter to t-encl lbr thernseli,es rvhile sirnultanerlusll,confiscating the

lllcarrns thev rvoulcl use li;r self-det-ense. Attachecl to this rrrotiorr are three videos, shorving

thrcal.s against Briarr and his u,lrole cornnrurrity includirrg one shorving tlre.luveniles attetnpting

to bt'eali into ltcluses iu tlre corlrlunitl,. The conrrnurrity is not safe norv arrd the Covernrnent

is too scale(l ot'viral videos (o protect a cornnrunit),that is urrder siege, I-lopelully. the Sheritf s
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ol'llce rvill reacl this rnotion and protect the comnrunity by setting up a significant nurnber of

rrore lratrols in the conrrnunity because the lesiderrts were sent a nlessage, protect your'

cornrr.rtrnitY arrd yourself'at 1,s1,,' orvn risl<.

r\ ;l ;ll1,i n g i t trl vi ral-r,itlco prosccu tions

Whclr thc Covelnnrerrt el'lbctively allols "vilal" videos ancl orrline outrage to identiti,

"lleople tlrat he thinl<s he should get" because o1'a viral video and then searches 1'or charges,

tlrc clvnarnic is the sarrrc one Jacksorr described: the tbcus shills tiom "cases that need to be

1;r'oscctrtccl" to targeted inclivicluals. turning prosecutorial discretion into exactly tlre ''nrost

clangerous po\\/el oltlre prosecutor" he condemned to please the onlirre rrasses.

'fhc I)angcr: A Chilling Efl'cct That hnpcrils Bvery Citizcn

-l'lrc 
clangcr createcl by this prosecution is irnmediate. conc[ete, and existential. We live

irr arr era u,herr:

o 'l-rvo assassination attenrpts rvelc rnade against President Dorralcl Trurnp in

2024r--orre at a political rally in Butler. Pennsylvania, rvhere a gunrxan t'ired fionr

a nearbl' rooliop. and another at lris Floricla golf course.r

o l'hrcats against f-ederal.iudges have more than doubled. rising front 224

irrvestigatecl threats in 202l to 457 in 2023, according to the U.S. Marshals

Service.a

o A statc court.iudge n,as nrurderecl in his clriveu,ar)' it't2023 by a litigant dissatisfied

rr ith a custocll' ruling. 5

2 https://en.wikipedia.org/wikiiAttempted_assassination_of_Donatd_Trump_in_Pennsytvania
3 https://www.reLrters.com/tegat/titigation/man-found-guitty-attempted-assassination-ptot-kitt-trump-
f Iorrda-gotf -ctub-2025-09-23/
'' https://www.f edbar.org/btog/f ederat-iLrdiciat-security-update/
f'https://www,cnn.com/2023/10/20/us/maryland-judge-kil.ting-investigation-andrew-witkinson
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a An arnrecl rran \\/as arrested near Justice Brett Kavarraugh's honre in 2022 witl-t

intent to assassinate hinr.('

l'he U.S. Ca1;itol Police investigatecl over 9.400 threatening staternents and direct

tlrleats against rnernbers ol'Congress, their fhrnilies, and staff in2024 alone.T

Natiorral tracking shorvs dozens of school shootings rvith irrjuries or deaths each

),ear': firr exarrple, one education news outlet docurrented 39 such incidents in

2023-24 alone, r'esulting in I 8 people killed and 59 injured.s

AnalS'ses ot'gurrtire on school grounds flnd hundreds of inciclents every year

across I( l2 and college canrpLrses, underscoring that slrootings are not isolated

arrourarlies [rut a ltersistent national reality.')

Fecleral threat assessnlent research on targetecl school violence lras found that in

n'rost cases, attackers exhibited concelning behaviors or conlr'nunicated their interrt

belbreharrd. rleaning that tirnell, reports b1, students, stal't, or conrnrunity

rnerttt'rers are olien tlre orrly rvay tcl avert traged1,.l0

Case studies conrpiled by l'ederal and state school sat'et1, initiatives docurnent

rnuItil;le 1;lots r.r,here students or stafF"sar.v sonrething and said sornething,"

allorving lau,enlbrcernerrt and school olircials to intervene, clisarrn lvould be

attacliers. arrrl prevcnt rlass cnsualties.l I

a

a

a

a

c https://www .npr.orgl2022/OOlOBl11 03702099/man-arrested-kavana ugh-house
7 https://www.axios.com/2025/O2l03/threats-members-congress-capitot-potice-2024
8 https://www.axios.com/2025/02/)3lthreats-members-congress-capitot-potice-2024
e https://www.cnn.com/2023/10/20/uslmarytand-judge-kitting-investigation-andrew-witkinson
r0 https://en.wikipedia.orglwiki/2025_shootings_of_Minnesota_tegistators
rlhttps://en.wikipedia.orglwiki/Attempted_assassination_of_Donatd_Trump_in_Ftorida
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Youth violcncc is arr cpidernic ilr tlre Unitcd St:rtcs.

To present youtlr irr Anrerica as non-threatening is a fallacr,. Look at sonre of these

rccent events. Manl,youths are arured ancl clangerous in Anrerica. l-lere is a brief example of

|ecerlt evcr.lts:

. A l4-year-old stuclent opened tire at Apalachee High School irr Winder, Georgia,

in2024. killing trvo students and trvo teachers and rvounding nine others; he has

been charged ri,ith rnurder arrd is being tried as arn adult.rl

. Stocl<torr, Calitbrnia birthday-part1, s1.,oo,',.,* (2025) - At a toddler's birthday part1,

in Stocktorr. gunrren openecl tlre in a barrquet hall. killing three childrerr (ages 8,

9. ancl l4) and onc aclult. There is belief that a l4-year-old ar)lor1g the suspects

irtvolved in the shooting.lr

. Valle), Irair Mall shooting, San Jose, Calitbrnia (2025)- A l7-year-old rvas

arrested as the suspect in a shooting at Westfleld Valley Fair nrall; police stated

the teen had a lrrior flrearrl-relatecl arrest.la

Yet thc public ollicials listecl above at'e lrot left to l'end tbr thernselves. Members of

C'tirrgrcss are protected b1,the IJ.S. Capitol Police. t'ederal.iudges by the U.S. Marshals Service,

ancl stirtc ol'llcials bl,state ancl local las,enfbrcenrerrt details. When a tlireat is reported against

thcrn. specialized agerrcies investigate, assess credibility, and, if necessary. deploy armed

plt'ltcctiorr. Bl'contrast. children in schools and ordinaly citizerrs in neiglrbolhoods, churches,

arrd grocerv stores do rrot lravc personal security details or dedicatecl police units shadorving

'' h tt p s : //e n . w i ki p e d i a. o rglwiki / 202 4 _Ap ata c h e e_H i gh_S c h o o L_s h ooti n g
I3 https://abcTnews.com/post/stockton-mass-shooting-3-chitdren-among-teast-4-kitted-catifornia-
ch itd s- birthday-party-off iciaLs-say/.'l 8234569/
r" l.rttps://www.ktvu.com/news/sjpd-arrest-vattey-fair-matt-shooting-suspect
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tlicil claill, lives: their lirst and often onlv line of clef'errse is the rvillingness of bystanders to

rcpor( suspicious behavior betbre violence occLrrs.

Ireclcral arrcl state lesearch on school shootings arrd other targeted attacks shorvs that

potcntial attacl<ers li'cquentll, leak their plans or exhibit alarrring behaviol beforehand, and that

callt'rc1'rorts bl,classnrates. neighbors. or co-rvorkers have repeatedly,allorved authorities to

irrtelrupt plots ancl save livcs. If citizens are taught that a rristaken repolt can lead to arrest and

plosecutitln. thc people rvho n,ill pay the price are not the otfrcials with arrned security, but

tunprotcctccl chilclren sitting in classroorns and regular citizens stancling in line at the store, or

crriof irrg Surrclal, lootball ganles or gathering tbr mass.

Against this backdt'op of cscalating violence, this prosecution tells evely citizerr in

South Carolirra. ruakes our sclrools less saf'e, urakes political rallies less safe, rnakes church less

sal'e and nral<cs cver'), citizen lbar ol'shooters and f'eal the police: 'lhe lesson o1'this case is

clcar. lf ;,ou,\'('c o lltreett,.\lu.1t,f i1",,1-or ri:;k ltro,secttlittn. I.f ),ut, rcporl whul you belict,c i:; utt

ttrttrctl irulivitltrrtl nttrtr t jtrclgc, rt politiciut't, or rt .s'chool, rtnd yp11 rtra nti:;lukcn (or lhe,rtttt:

/iril,t ttt 1tc'rfin'rtr u l)t'ol)(t'ittva,tligcttiutt utttl cunnol veri/),truc fctcl:; lhut .\otncone luul u gutt),

tlrc,\lula will rtrin ),our li/c. 7'hi,s proseculiort ntakes l;chool,r, churchcl;, contnruniliel; oncl ull

1tlrta,,; le,t,s .rrt/i' .fbr ul I Attrcrium:;.

\\/hat Bri:rrr Stahlbcrgcr Ncerls: An lnrmedintc Trial irnrl the Mcnns to Protcct His Fnmily,

BIian Stahlbergel cloes lrot conre belbre this Court seeking to escape accountability. He

sccl<s accorrrrtaLlility,-tbr lrirnsell'arrd for the governnrent. He denrarrds his day in court. lle

clcnrarrrls the opporturrity to present the firll story that the viral Tik'fok video deliberately

trnrittccl. l-le clcruancls the chance to shorv this Court and a.iuly of his peers tlrat he did exactly

\vlrat an)/ reasclrrablc citizerr shoLrld do rvhen confl'onted rvith an allparent arrned threat: he
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rcllorted it, protect his larnily. cooperate rvith lau,entblcernent, and t11,to keep his cornnrunity

salb. IJnlbrturratcly, trustirrg these institutions ancl Iil<e a teacher who leports rvhat she thinks

is an arrned stuclcrrt. hc rvould have been better to.iust protect his farnily and the teacher rvould

bc bettcl to.iust call in sick. or go honre eall1, 111r,', take the risk that she will have her life

clcstrol,c6l il she is cither mistaken or the poterrtial shooter has tirre to hide the guns and

\\'capons lrelbre the police arrive.

llrian itlso nectls to protect lris falnill,. The governrnerrt has derronstrated that it s,ill

not clo so. Dcsl;itc cloctrnrerrted, r,ideo-r'ecorded tlrreats against Brian, lris wif-e, and his

clatrghter'. the governrnerrt has dorre nothing, The sarle juveniles u,ho initiated the original

conll'orrtation have been recorcled atternptirrg to lrreak into neighborhood homes. The fatherof

orrc ol'tlre.jttveniles canre to Brian's horle arrcl nrade direct threats. The father of one of the

ttrcrlbcls hat,e clriven past shoutirrg racial slurs. Brian has reported each inciderrt. The

_qo\/eln nrell t's resporrse : .si lence.

Meartrvltile, the govenrmeut has oonfiscated his rvif'e's larvfully orvned flrearnrs-the

vcr')/ nreans bl,rvhich tlre Stahlberger family nright protect tlrenrselves fronr the threats the

go\/cnrnent relirscs to adclress. This is not.iustice and irr a tirne r.r,hen the Covernrnent canllot

protcct clrilrlren irr sclrools arrcl cannot everr protect a presidential candidate on the carnpaigrr

trail. tlr'pcople corring to college carl.lpuses to speak arrd debate. The Coverrrnrent has rrade

Artterica nruclt less saf-e rvith this prosecution. Tlre government prosecutes Brian for reporting

a thrcat u,hilc sirnultaneously clisarming his larnil1, and abandoning thern to tlre ongoing threats

o I' clarrgerorrs 1'clutlr,

Blian Stahlberger therclbre rnoves this Court fbr': (l) an irnmediate trial in April (the

(ii'rr,clnnterrt ltas provided cliscovery. but things are rnissirrg like the Sherriff-s internal

invcstigatior.t. tltev cliclnot provicle the SLIID report and there are severalconstitutional rnotions
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\\/hich nr.rst be hcard) so that he rnay vindicate his narne and present the corlplete trLrth that the

i,ilal viclco corrccaled: and (2) the irnrnediate retum of his n,if'e's tlrearnrs so that the Stahlberger

litrnily nray exercise their constitutional right to self-def'ense in the fhce of docurnented threats

tlrat tlrc govcnunerlt lras refrrsed to adclress.

S'TATIiMENT OF FACTS: THE COMPLETE STORY THE TIKTOK
VIDEO CONCEALED

-l-lte viral 'l'il<'fol< r,ideo that sparvned this prosecution rvas rrot.iournalism. It rvas not an

attcnrpt l.o clocutlent truth. lt rvas a carelir[[1,edited propaganda piece desigrred to plesent Blian

Stalrlbcrgcl itr [he u,orst possible Iight rvhile concealirrg the context that rvould have exonerated

hirn. z\ nrorc cletaileci set ol'lircts are as lbllou,s:

Illian Stahlbelger'. a larv-abiclirrg citizen, rvas enjol,ing a Sunclay afternoon rvatching

lbotball arrd riclirrg lris tbur-rvheeler. l-le approached three juverriles in his residerrtial

rreiglrborltoocl (tvlto hacl a histor),01'terrorizing the corrmunitl,arrd had threatened hirl befbre).

In a non-conll'ontational rnarrner becausc the youths have terrorized his colnrnunity in what

appcars to be arr ellbrt to let the youtlrs knorv that he rvas rvatchirrg thenr ancl to keep his

corrrntrrritv sal'c. Brian clicl not escalate the situation at all, but the youths escalated the

cncoLurtcl rvhen orle ol'thc.iuveniles confl'ontecl Brian rvith u,hat appeared to be a flrearnr and

got up in lris lace. 1'hc.luvenile hacl u,hat appeared to be a gurr protrudirrg f)'om his rvaistbarrd.

-l-hc.iuvertile 
placecl his hancl over tlre appalent \\'eapon arrd assurned a posture consistent rvith

arr inlerrt to clrarv ancl l'ire ancl tlrreaterred Briarr u,itlr death and boclily irr-lury. Brian,uvas very

shalicrr rrp lncl lcli quicl<1r,.

Ilrialr follon'ctl thc safetl,rule. He retreated fi'onr imrnediate danger and inrmediately

rcportccltlrc irrcident-irrcludirrg his observation that the.luvenile appeared to be arrred-to his
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ncighbor. who happens to be a larv errtbrcernent offlcer. I-le then sought relirge in [ris honre to

pt'otcct his larnil1,.

Subsccluerrtly, Blian observed the sanre three.juveniles physically attacking his

rrcighbor'. thc ol'l-clut),police otflcer r.r,ho had his badge ancl gun out. One of the.luveniles ran

sllaiglrt at Blian. Wlren a uniforrlecl olflcer on tlre scene conmranded Brian to assist, he

cornpliecl rvith that la*,lirlorder bl,helping to restrain orre o1'the.iuveriiles rvho was assaulting

tlrc ol'lrcer'. Once the irnrnediate threat rvas neutralized, Brian returned to his honre to protect

his rr ilL' arrd rlaughtcr'.

I'ROSECUTION BY TIKTOK

1-lre governnrent's decision to plosecute Brian Stahlberger was not the product ol'

carclirl deliberation. It u,as not based upon a thorough irrvestigation. [t rvas not driverr by

cvirlerrcc. It rvas clriverr b1, t-ear-l'ear ol'a viral 'fik'fok video and the social tredia niob that

shalcrl it.

Tlrc Virlco Tokl a Carefirlly Selcctcrl Lic

'fhe'fikl'ok video that drove this prosecution was not an honest depictiorr of events. lt

\\/as a calelirllv curatecl scene-a cleliberately selected t}agment ol' a broader encounter,

strippecl ol'all context that u,oulcl have revealed the truth. Consider rvhat the video did not

sltou,:

. It clicl not shou,the.iuverrile u,ith rvhat appeared to be a flrearrn protruding fi'om

Iris u,aistbancl.

. it ilicl rrot shorv the.iuvenile placirrg his harrd on the apparent rveapon in a

threaterr i lrg nlanrlet'.

. lt clid rrot shorv Brian retreating ancl he is scaled to go to larv enfbrcernent.
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. It dicl rrot show the sarne.iuveniles subsequently attacking arr off-duty police

o fllcer.

. lt did not shorv Briarr actirrg on the cornmand ol'a unifbrrnecl offlcer to assist in

restraining arr assailant.

-fhe video shorvecl on11, 1ry11'11 its creator s,anted the rvorld to see. It rvas designed to

scnerate oullage, rrot illurninate truth. It u,zrs clickbait rnasquerading as eviclence. And the

gor,crnnrerrt-\\/as clliven by tlris viral vicleo and choose to prosecute Brian.

(Jovcrlrnrcnt b1, Clicl<bait Errdangers Every Citizen

S/lren the governrnent allorvs viral videos to select defendants. it creates a perverse

inccntive structr.rre tlrat errclangels ever')/ citizen. Under tlris regirtre:

. r\n)'citizen can bc prosecuted il-sorneone edits a video to urake them look bad

arrcl that video gocs viral.

. 'l-he tluth olrvhat actualll,happened lrecolres irrelevant; what rnatters is holv the

edited vicleo portt'a),s events.

. [,Jrrlblturratell, the Govelnrnerrt has becorre servants of the algorithrn lather than

guarcl iarrs o1'.f trsticc.

. 'l'hc rnob orr social rleclia-rrot evidencc. not larv. not jtrstice-deternrines rvho

lirccs crinr inal chal'ges.

'f he ;lreccrlcnt this prosccution establishes should terrify eyery citizcrr of South

Carolirra. ln the age ol'surartphones ancl social rredia, any encounter can be recorded. Any

rccorcling can be eclitecl. Arrl,edited recorcling can go viral. And if this prosecution succeecls,

arrv citizerr whosc edited lecording generates sul'llcierrt outrage can t'ind themselves facing

crintirtal cltargcs-r'egarrlless ol'rvhat actualllr happenecl, r'egardless of whether they followed

thc larr,. regarclless of'tlre tluth,
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TI-IE GOVERNMENT'S FAILURE TO PROTECT BRIAN AND HIS
FI\MILY

While thc govcrnlncnt hirs forrnd ample resources to prosccute Brian Stnhlberger

lilr lbllon,ing the sal'ch,rulc, it hits found no resources to protcct him, his rvife, or his

tlauglrter I'rom rlocunrentcd, ongoirrg tlrrcats. This disparity reveals the true nature olthis

plosecrrtion: it is rrot about.justice; it is about appeasing a social rneclia rnob rvhile abandorring

a larr'-abiclirrg citizcrr to the consequences of havirrg clone tlre riglrt thing.

l)ocurncntcrl, Ongoing Threats Agninst the StahIberger Farnily

Sincc tlre irrciclent. Brian and his lanrily have beerr sub.iected to a carnpaign ol'

Irarassrlent arrcl intirliclation. l'hree separate vicleo recordings clocuntent:

l. 'fhe sarle.iuverriles atternptirrg to brcal< into a residence rvithirr the neighborhoodl

2. 'l'he lirther ot'one ol'tlre juveniles conring to Brian's horne aud nraking direct

threats agairrst the larnily; arrd

-1. A l)rrnily mernber ot'one o1'the.iuveniles clriving past the Stahlberger residence

anci slrcluting racial slurs.

IVlarrl'people in the cornrrurritl,are scared to report inciderrts to the Sheriffs O1fice, but

it is believecl that rranl'people lrave leported to the Sherifl-s Oftrce. Brian is scared to report

an),tlling to larv enfblcenrent nou,tlrat they have charged hirn 
"r,ith 

a crirle lbr telling the truth.

'l'hc rnessagc is ttrtrnistakable: the governrnent rvillprosecute citizens rvho report threats.

I'lrc Scizurc of Wil'e's Fircarnts

Irr lrcrhaps thc crurelest irorrv ol-this prosecution, the goverrrrnent has corrflscated Mrs.

Stahlberger''s larr,lirllv ou,ned llrearrns bl,restricting any I'jrearms in her house. Tlre Second

Arrrcrrclrlent to the IJrrited States Constitutiorl guarantees the right of the people to l<eep and
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bear arrrs. This right is not contingent r.rpon the governnrent's willingness to provide protectiorr.

lrrcleed. the right exists precisely lrecause the govenrrnelrt cannot alrvays be relied upon to

llt'tllect its citizens.

I-lere. the governrlrent has dernonstrated that it rvill not [)rotect the Stahlberger fhmily.

Illian. his rvil'e, arrcl his claughter lhce clocunrented, ongoing threats. The governrnent lras

rclirsecl to irrvcstigate those threats. refusecl to rnake arrests, reltrsed to provide any protectiorr

\\/lratsoe\/cr'. Ancl 1,ct. the governnrcnt has sirrultaneously deprived the fhrnily of the means to

plotect tlrcnrseIves.

'T'ltc govclnnrent pl'osecutes Bliau fbr doing the right thing, abandons his tanrily to the

thrcats ol'tltcir pelsecutol's. ancl then clisarrns thern so they carrnot protect thernselves. The

Stahlbergcr's ale lclt u,ith no recourse: the govelnurent will neither plotect thern nor perntit

thcrn to protcct tlrernselvcs.

-l'hc lirurill,rrclu,sleeps behincl gurr sal'es lirrecl agairrst the rvalls fbr protection-a

clcsperatc. irnl-rlovised nreasure that should sharne every offlcial rvho has participated in this

1'lelsecution. r\ governrnerrt that plosecutes citizens fbr fbllou,irrg the safety rule rvhile

abarrcklrrirrg tlrerrt trr clocurnentecl threats has tbrt-eited any clairn to legitinrac),. The farrrill,is

halassecl arrcl thc Ciovernrnent rvill nol. protect his tanrily.

I}IIIAN'S RIGHT TO AN IMMEDIATE TRIAL

lJriarr clocs uot seck to escape accountability; he seeks to establish it. He lvants a jury

ol'his pcers to hear the cornplete truth-not the carefirlly edited lie that went viral on TikTok.

IIc rvarrts tlre opportunity to present the oorrtext that the video's creatot'deliberately concealed.

I lc rvarrts.iustice.
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'l-he Sixth Amenclment to the United States Constitution glrarantees ever)/ critnin^l

clclcrrclant the light to a speecly trial. US. Con,t't. rtntcnd. VI; Klop/'cr v. Norlh Curolina,386

Li.S. 213 (1967). Alticle I. Section l4 ol'the Soutlr Carolirra Constitution provides the sarne

protection. -lhe 
goverrrrnent lras violatecl tlrese rights through inexcusable delay.

ln Brtrkcr v. I4/ingo,407 U.S.5l4 (1972),the United States Suprenre Court established

a lirur-lactor balarrcing test: (l) the length ol-the delay; (2) the reason tbr the delay; (3) the

rlel'cnclarrt's assertion ol'his right; and (4) pre.judice to the det-errdant, Each factor rveighs in

[]r'iarr's fuvor'.

i\lthough the case is 11es,, it threatens ever'),rnernber of the public, it has placed Brian's

llrrnill,in rlanger rvithout any assistance fi'om lalv errfbrcerrent and has leli thern delbrrseless.

ll'lrc is acquittecl lris tirmill,cnn get the onl1, tval,to det'end thernselves because they are being

thrcatcrrcclartclthe rreighborhood is under siege. Attached are three videos frled via USB drive

arril proviclecl to the Coult via ernail. Further, orrce the State firlly provides discovery there

should [rc rro leason tbr clelay, Irr the feclelal systenr a Det-enclant can get an inrrnediate trial

ancl the statc should not be arry diflf-ererrt.

T}IE COMMUNITY SAFETY IMPLICATIONS: THIS PROSECUTION
ENDANGEIIS EVERYONE

This is thc nrost rlalrgcrous casc cvcr filctl in South Carolina because its terrtacles

ol'rlangcr extcnd to o,crl,citizen iu tlris Statc. The precederrt the State seeks to establish u,ill

enclurrgcr' .iuclges. politicians, larv enfbrcernent ol'flcers, schoolchildren, chtrrchgoers, and

olrlinar'\,citiz-cns b1,de511'o1,i1rg the sat'ety rule upon rvhich their protection depends.

Corrsicler tlre scenarios tlr is prosecutiorr creates:
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'l'hc Rooftop Sni;lcr: A citizerr at a political rall1, observes rvhat appears to be a rifle

orr a nealby looltop-precisely rr,hat occurred in Butler, Pennsl,lvania. Under South

Carolina's neu,standarcl, that citizerr rnust rveigh tlre risk of prosecution against the duty

to leport. Il'sorleone edits a vicleo to rnake the citizen look bad and that video goes

viral. the citizen fhces crirnirral charges. Silerrce becorres the safer choice.

Tlrc Courtlrousc Thrcat: A citizerr observes arr irrdividual rvho appears arrned loitering

ncar a courtlrouse rvhere a judge presides over a contentious case, Judges are being

nrurclerecl irr their clliverval,s. But under this precedent, reporting the perceived threat

risl<s prosecutiorr i1'the citizen is u,rong-and especially if sorneone captures video and

cdits it to rnal<c the citizen appear to be the aggressor.

'l-he School Snl'eh Concern: A parent rrotices suspicious activitS, near their child's

scltool. Thc "see sonrcthing, say sornething" rlantra becornes "see sorrething, sa1,

rrotlrirrg" rvhen a viral vicleo can tlansfbnl a concenred citizen into er crirnirral clefendant.

'thc Neighborhootl Wafclr: A resiclent observes individuals who appear armed and

actiltg strspiciottslrr-gvi1qtl1, u'ltat Bt'ian observed. J'hat resident now knorvs u,hat

liappcrrecl to []riarr: plosecution, viral video viliflcation, ongoing threats rvith no police

prol.ectiotr. conllscatiorr of def'ensive firearrns. The message is clear: rnind your own

business. even i1'sorneone gets hult.

-['his Cotn't has the 1;ou,er-and the clutr,-to;rrevent these outconres. An irlrnediate

tlial rvillallorl'Blian to present the corrilrlete trutlr. The leturn of his rvil'e's lrrearrns rvill allolv

lris latuilv to llrotcct thenrselves sirrce the governnrent rvill not. And findings regarding the

govcrnr.ncrrt's rnisconcluct rr,ill send a rnessage tlrat prosecutiotrs by Til<Tok rvill not be tolerated

irr Sotrth Carolina.
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RELIEF REQUESTED

[]r'ian lbllou,ecl the saf'ety rule. IIe sar.r,sornething. Ile said sonrething. For this, the

Stale-clriverr by a viral 'l'ih'l-ok video rathcr than evidence-sceks to destrol,his lif-e u,hile

atranclorrirrg his larnill'to docunrented threats. Brian denrands.iustice. IJe derrrands the

oppo|turritS'to present the cornplete truth that the viral video corrcealed.

For the tblegoing reasons, Det'endant Brian Stahlberger respecttully requests that this

llonurable Court:

Sct tltis nrittter lbr irnnrcdiatc tria! (in April) so that Brian may vindicate his narne.

llt'cscnt tlre conrplete facts tlrat the viralTikTol< vicleo cleliberately corrcealed, and exercise his

constitutiorral right to a speedy trial under the Sixth arrd Fourteenth Amendrrents to the United

States ClorrstitLrtiorr ancl Article l, Section l4 ol-the South Carolina Constitution;

lllian Stahlberger is not asking to escape.iustice. I-le is asking tbr.iustice-the.iustice

llral conres fi't-rrr a trial rvhere the cornplete truth can be told, not the carefirlly edited lie that

rrcrrt viral. Ilc is asl<irrg lbr the nreans to l)r'otect his tanrilr,.since the governrlent rvill not. And

he is asking this Coult to sencl a rressage that in South Carolina, prosecrrtions are based upon

cviclerrce ns1{ 1i111,-11ot viral vicleos arrd clickbait.
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