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N.A.A.C.P. ASS'T. SECRETARY ON SCENE, UNCOVERS REIGN OF LAWLESS TERROR

FULL EVIDENCE TURNED OVER T0 GOVERNOR MCLEOD OF SOUTH CAROLINA

New York, Oot, 29 - Nomea of lynchere and full details of the
lynching of one colored woman, Bertha Lowman, and her brother and
couoin, at Aiken, South Carolina, in the early morning of Octuber 8,
have been obtained in an inveetigation on the gpot by Walter White,
Acsiotant Seorotary of the Mationel Aesocietion for the Advancement
of Colored People, and all the facts subnitted in & letter to Gov-
ernor McLeod of South cerolina,

A lawlers reign of terror in the §tste of South Cerolina in
the vicinity of the lynching city of Alken ie dieclosed by the dar-
ing investigation jurt complcted by the N.A.A.C.P. Acsirtant Sco-
retary, which bringe to light the following startling focte;

1. The lynching wte plannced and executcd by members of the Ku
Klux Klon.

£. Cfficere of the law took part in the lynching end a number of
them acted a8 “official executionera” of the rod victims.

3. Thc prisonere were turncd over to the mob by the Sheriff and
his asajrtanto, who werc partice to the crime,

4, Roputoble white citizens living in that vicinity arc in
terror of their lives from the lowless Ku Klux Flan ring and go
huovily armed, bur their doors at night, and have been “praying
to God™ for como poreon from outaide the Stete to core in wnd bare
the fucta,

Wclter Whitc, who hoe just returned to Now York, mede the
following statcment:

"I went to Alkoen for the Nutioncl Associttion for the
Advincement of Colored Pcople and as Spociel Correspondent of the
Wew York World. I found o eitmation in South Ccroline which beggars
deseription. JAmong the porsone with whom T tolked were some of the
best known ond most reepcctoble white citizens of South cerolina,
including lowyers, ncwapepor cditors, farmers and buainese men. I
found thum heuvily armed cnd terrified becnuse of the vetivitios of
the Klan mnd allicd criminale. The predioument of colered people
cun evaily be imeginced,

"Early in 1924, Som Lowman, hie wife, Annie and their chil-
dren moved from §cluda County where they had lived oll their lives
to the furm of a white man numed Hartley, 13 miles from Aiken, AS
& recult of 2 quarrel between this mon and oanother white man, the
latter sought to omborroes Hurtley by notifying the Sheriff that the
Lowmang were solling whigkoy., I tclked with a number of whitce pco=-
ple and without exception thcy deelared that the Lowmans werc an
entirely induetriour, law-cbiding and respeoted fumily. A= a result
of the unonymoug letter to the Shoriff, Sheriff B. H. Hoverd cnd
Deputy Sheriffe Nollic Robinson, Re Le McElhancy, wnd A. D. Shepperd
went to tho Lowmon home on April 25, 1985, Mo wocks earlicr, on o
Sundcy nigkt, u crowd of xlansmen robed nnd hooded had cclled pumen
Lowman, £2-yeor old gon, from hie home and whipped him,

SHERIFFS SHUVED IO BADGES !

"Whon the four white Sheriffa in Plain clethee, an

' no budgem, appro@ched the Louman home, Ure. innie u,“m', t:cw;:l:hur
65 yearn old, wes moking soup in the Bucryard and her dﬁghtcr '
(Continucd page 2)
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Jurthu, &7, win sweeping the yard. 8cm Loomem, the futhor, hod goac
to the'mill 10 hove mecl ground, whilc Demon Lovesn nd Clirwes
Lowmm, 14 yeore of coe aad hie coudin, whe k32 boen rciscd by
Loaman and his wife, were ploming in < ficld 100 yonis oey. i

"When Mre. Ioumin and hor diughtore sim the whito mem E’C
ing the houee they thuught it wiscet tu go imsidc until they
pegeed.  The Sheriffs drow guns cnd etirted ruming towords the "
house to eurround it. Borthe Lowmen sorecad., Domon ¢nd Clerems X
rtn to the houre Ls the Shoriffe rushed intc it. Shorif? Mcﬂx;-;
Burthoe Lounin recohed thc duok aotepa at the secme time., .m‘n.:r
knooked Bortha out of the uzy with his left ﬁl‘{ hie pirtol ”
olutohed in hiec right hand, shouting tu hor to mtrnd ba?k. In e
melee Deputy Shuriff Rodinsom fired oné killcd Mrr. m.c_mu;. %
3urtho Lomon wes shot tuice inm the luft brucet jurt sdove the het
and once throwgh the 2bdomen. Clorence Lownsn was cleo sevircly
injurc¢d wiaile Domon Lowman wes ehot dut nut wcunded soriocurly. i
Sheriff Howard wue killcd dy hot wounde and, in the nrcf tri
three statc's witnceace teetified thot c© pistel wullet went through
his heode The Sheriffc had pistols, Clironce Lowmcn had o shotgun
while Demon Lowmon hod S pistol dut ot no time sor mychere noor
Shoriff Howard or ot 2 point wherc he could hove chot the Sheriff.
In the tridd it ucs brought cut that the white men did not in ooy
manner indicate they wire o?ficere of the law,

HASTY TEIAL AMTD HICH TENSION

"Rive of the Lowncng wWo e to kuetily tc the
penitentiary ot Columbia to avoid & lynohing. According to the
reeord of the Soutk Carcline State Supreme Court, the shooting took
place on April 85, Howard's funeral on the B6th (at which mere prea-
¢nt merg than 200 Klansmen in full regalia), inqueet was held on tix
27th, the court convencd on Moy 4, the indictment c¢f thy Lowmone
wi® had the same day, the defcndante were arreigned on the 9tk ond
plioed om tricl Moy 18, FReeling wes 8o high in Aiken, necerding to
the defense brief in the Supreme Court, it woe pudblirhed to the
world that 1t would d¢ Jifficult to obtuin luwyers for ihe Lowmans
in Aiken. Attorneye were appointcd by the court, whe murcly went
through the geaturce of Jdefending thom. In hie churge to the jury,
Judge He F. Rice, knowing of the dcnger to the lxyycre, cven though
appeintid by the court, opologized for tke furmal defense mode by
ther ond imprusecd upon the jury the faet that 'none ef them wantod
tv do ft.t

"Berthe, Demon and Clurence were found fuilty of murder with
2 rceommendution of meroy in the ccee of Bertha. Domon cond Clarence
were sontenecd to dic on June 18, 1925 and Bertha to 1ifu inpris.
onmcnt. It ie worthy of note that Bertho snmd Clarcnce Lowman'e
lives were hanging in the bdbalance from their wounds ct the timc they
were plooed on triul ond they were taken from the hospitcl to the
agurt room,

"The cuse wie 20 ontrageous that . J. Froderick, a colored
sttormey of Columbis, on hic own initictive, cntercd tlc casc and
filed on execllent sppucl to the State Supreme Court fur o ruview
of the ocadsem, reculting in a reversal of the convictione and the
rumanding of the defeoudunts for u new trial,

"The threv defendunts were again plocud on trial Got. 5 at
4iken, Judge panham preeiding. Mre Frederiok retained L. G.Southnrd,
¢ white sttorncy of Spurtonburg, paying kim $125 out of hie own
pockot. MNurers. Froderick and Southard pat up 2 megnificant defenec
and qomplately dumolished the State'a case. (On Qet, 7. @ motion
v made for © llreetud verdiet of not puilty in the orec of Dumon
Lowman. It wes gunerally conoeded in Aiken that Clarence amd 3corths
would be froeud by tha Jury the next dar. At 5 in tho afterncen
Juige Lonhen granted the motion for the diemissal of the ease
ugzi:wt Dumon. HC wan however immediately meorrceted on u charge
of aaecult U bottory and recommittod O juil.

THT LYNCHING PLANNED £Y KU KLUX KLAK

"Within onu hour aftur the Julge's dveieion, nevra had been
eent to am dictunt o point ue Columbia that th. 3 Lownung were to
be lynched that night. Within the eame hour the Ku Klux plin held
& mevting in the office of a prominent white cttorney of Aiken who
hud boen reoently elacted to the §tate Leplslature, At this moet-
ing plaps vwere purfuoted for the Lymehing nd aleo Pline wepre
digoussed, but ubunduncd, te tar anl iC¢Lthur Mr. Frederiek wid to
qoetrote Mr. Southord, the white cttomeye A pruminent and reapuct-
able white lawyer of Spertondurg warnvd Judge Lanham ang Solieitor
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Burt Curtcr thet o lynching wee in the cir. Despite this the Lowmune
were committed to Joil with only one gucrd wherece plone h=I bcen
mede to remove the defenlante hestily ehould thoy be convieted,

“Shortliy coftor midnight c police officor of Aikcn forccd
cutomobiliete to remove cure from around thoe jail co thet the lynchers
would heve o plece to purk their ecrs, According to relichble inform-
unta §heriff Eobinson, Deputy Sheriffe MoElhcney and A. D. Sheppard,
anl Traffio Policemon Sclloy dmggod Berthe Lowman from hor cell,got
the other & defendonte cnd honded them over to the mob., After the
mob hod sccurcd the prisonare & eshots werc fircd ineide the jail and
not, as Sheriff Robinson elcimed, wheon he wes trying 'to prevent
entry' of the mob into the jail.

"The meb numbering botween 30 cnd 40 eterted out york Street
on the Dixie highway to o tourist crmp about & milee from Aiken, Cn
the way Clorenecé Lowman jumped from the car in which ho wee hold, He
vwes shot down ond reoaptured, In ordor to prevent telltale blood
morke, o rope wee ticd to the back of the cor cnd the other end of it
cround Clercnce's body. In this monner he wes dragged obout a mile
to the place of excoution. The membere of the mob smtoted that Bertha
was the herdeot one to kill, Sho was nhot but not killed instuntly.
She draggeé hereelf over tho ground and, £8 onc menber of the mob put
it, 'blected like 2 goat,! Another momber of the mob, alightly morc

socent, acid that ehe bogged mo pitcounly for her 1life ond equirmed
cbout @0 thot o number of ehote hal to be fired beforc one found &
vital spot and ondcd her ogony,

PACTS GIVEN TC SOUTH CARCLINA'S GOVERNOR

"I heve furniehed Thomas G McLeod, Governor of South Corolina,
in o 6~-page letter, covery deteil rogording the lynching, I have
given him the name of the momber of the mob who wte cccorded fthe
honor' of being executioner but wheee nerve foiled hime T hove
furnished him with the ncmes of the 3 men who did act as executionere
ol of their £ aseistante, T hove furnished him with the ncmes and
alirceses and occupatione of 22 membere of the mob tclling the Gov-
cnor in detuil of the part ployed by each onc of them at the lynch-
ing. I hove furnished him with the namce of 11 other pereonts who
were very cloec to the lynching as epcotctora but who did not ective-
ly participate in it.

"Thie liet includea besidee the Sheriff and hi® deputice othor
go~ctlled law-cnforecment officorm, prominent busincee men snd 3 men
releted to the Govermor and the name of at least one membeor of the
Grand Jury investigating the lynching. I elso furniched the Gov-
crnor with the nomes of 4 whitc men &nd one colored men incorccrated
in the Aiken Jeil on the night of the lynching, and who saw the
Sheriff ond hie deputies drcg Bertho Lowman from her oell ond turn
her over to the mob. I heve also stated to the Governor thet I ean
furnish him with the names md addrcsses of most influential and
reepcctable white citizene of thc community who will teatify to the
corrcetnese of the fucts set forth, if the Governor will guarantce
then proteecticn from the vengeence of the Klan nnd the lynchers,

ATTEMPT TO STAGE RACE RICT

"Follouing the lynching an attempt wae meode to etoge o race
riot tc cover the guilt of the murders. Agente of the Klan went
cround Aiken soying the legroes were armeé and were going to 'riec in
the night ond ki1l 2ll the white people.! The some tactics were used
a2 in the famoms Phillips County, Arkansts, riote of 1919, which
the N.A.A.C.P. exposed, Fortunately this dastordly cttempt did not
euccced.

"I lecrncd thet the inevitoble nftcrmath of Klen cotivitice
iz nom being secen in South Cirolina. The clement of mcmberehip
which uoted ae ¢ reetreining influence in the Klen and which atered
the movenent bdbelicving it to be ¢ law-cnforeemcnt body as it claimed,
hue largely reoigneds  The loccl Kluns arce now in the hande of
murdcrera, boutleggers, operctors of stills and other criminale,
ag T hove scid the lew-abiding clement of whitce cre living in &
etote of constunt terror end indeed cre more afreid of the Klan and
of thc lower order of whites thun cre Negroee,

VHITE UMTHN ARMED FOR DEFELSE AGAINST KLAN

"In the home of cne white man, fornmerly u high officcr in the
Klon, cnd who rceigned when he found out the nuture of thce movement,
he g¢howed me an sutomatic pistol which he cerricd in hia trouscrs
pocket and o 38 calibre revelver in a holeter. He told me that if
he went only acroes the roud in front of his housc aftoer nightfecll,
& distonce of some 75 foet, he etrapped on hie person, in cddition,
¢ cartridge belt and two 45 culibre army revolvera,

"Thie mtn gshowed mo & collection of 30 gune including riflcs,
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cho anl rovolvere which ho hed in his hume for relf-protontion.
For & yoars the¢ membere of the Klun from which he has roeigneé hove
been sttempting tu kill him. The lote Sheriff Howard, the preeont
Sheriff Robineun and tho preccnt deputy ehuriffe werc cll expellcd
from the Klun Bome yecrs ogo for 'ounduct unbecuming & Elunaman.!

But thoy wviere leter recdmitted, On thew:nmmmiff
Houkrd's th, the Klcn held o colobru at hie grive in the
Granitevil hioh;—eccording t0 the colu te re
t . pernone, meny o em o n KLén rubee, wore :
uith—frov- IUNGHON il lcrmoficde endXietoned to culogios of the loto
Sheriff. This celebrution tuck place while the Stote Supreme court
WCB TeITbort.ting un' tho cppeal f£or o new trinl for tho Lowmane,

"Thie mukee the 4let lynching I have inveetigeted, beeicdoe
8 race rivte. In nono uf them have I esoen the depravity, barbarity,
and terrerism which vxiste in and nocr Aiken, One of the white mon
vwith whom I telked and who gove me much valuuble infurmctiun, put
kis hand on my shoulder as T was leaving and soid; 'Mr, White, work
into juur story the fsot thot yuu werc ecnt by Gud. Four 7 weeks a
group of white pouplo hue mot hore in my houce every night ond
proged that eome man from out of the §tite be eent tu open up this
meea of corruptivn ond to purlish to the wurld the terrible state
uf affairs provailing hore, You are the answer tu thet prayer,'"
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