69 Fifth Avenue,
New Yerk City,
October 28, 1926,

Hen. Thomas 0. MelLeod,
State Capitel,
gelumbia, 3. C.

iy dear Cev, MeLeod:
\ ith other
ust l1eft Aiken which I visited along w
ities in Jju::';wgozinn ag a representative of The New York werld.
. urpose in goiﬁg there was te cever the recent Iynching at Alken
f? glarcnoc Demon snd Bertha Lowman. May I preface what I shall
A

gay te you with certain datay
igh you wrote to one of the promi-

er wh
L Dass 608 o 3630 you urglong that you

hite oitizens of Scuth Carelina who wrote
3:”:13 in your pewer te apprehend and punish the lynchers and in
your reply you sdid, "I will de everything inm my power to get at tﬁe
truth in this matter and te fix the suilt npon the proper parties.

g £ Qctever 9fh
I have before me copy of The Jolumbia st_to 1]
in which you are gquoted as saylng, "Invesligation wi Te made to the
fullest extent, but the difficulties are ayparent, Denunclatlen will
gnly thoughtful consideration with due regard to

socomplish nothing.
the bfrrlblc effeate of that lynching will prevent a recurrence of
I further notlice a copy of the State of Octo-

thie kind of tragedy.”
ber 21t tcllingG:f the report to Judge Marvin M. Mann of the Aiken
Gounty Grand Jury investigatimg the lynching im which regret is ex-
pressed on its inabllity te secure gnfficient evidence against any per-

gon or persons om which to bring indictmenta.

Moy I st this point state to you that Col. Claude E. 3Sawyer
of Alken who is practicing law in the state of 3outh Carolima and who
has practiced for more than forty two years in the stute, who was s mem-~
per of the staff of Gev, Wade Hampton, was formerly Soliciter at Alken
snd who is one of the most distinguished attornmeys and citizens of gouth
garolina, asked me to 2y te you that you have been entirely misled re-
garding the situation at Alken through the confidence you have placed inm
sheriff Nellie Robinson. The reascm for his statement will be apparent

later.

During the time I was in the state of south Carolina my con-
taote with and sources of information were some of the most responsivle
cltizens of the state. Some of them were former members and officers
of the Xu Xlux Klsn. All of them are men whose work I have every reasm
te believe is entirely relisble and there is documentary evidence 10
baok up the statements whioh [ shall make to you. 1T am placing this lmo-
formation before you in this fashion so that you and the state of South
Carolina may have the opportunity of apprehending those responsible for
the oold-blooded, carefunlly planned and premedifated murder of the three
Lewmans. I am now enroute for lew York snd I ohall place all of this
materisl in the hands of my paper upon arrival there., This will allow

eome forty-elight houre for mctlom before sny of the materisl I have
gathered will be publ ished,

Hem, T, 4, cleod, - 2
T
b Here are the facts Which I have mecure h g’
[ r de T =

deciu?3;e§?ily atu”“°d ln advinee. hen Judpe Lanh mkd:11$::2;n:1?aa EEE%:;
e e o ifteir‘;:‘\;:“ ;eruict in the case of Demcn Lewman at flv; o _c_n_._‘,
e Jrassins L1t nl:hto Ootober 7th, plans were immediately made for ="
of tus o bkt S « I am rqliauly informed that the representatives =2:
T Bl n met in the of ice of John Edwin Stanefield. an =
in the kirst'trihi Whgrwugtuppgtntgr by the Court to defend Pe;tha Lowman FE%
b b al. X, aneiield was, as you know, elected demoorati

A or the state legislature at the eleotion f Aumnet 31, 19;;;° EE%

égzguzfeiger:gzzsegun%:dgt-., :Eree 0f whom were to be chosen, Mr,
: about one ousand more votes th hi are
petitor. During the same afte -~ o i g
The pm Sl s P rnoon there was considerable discuselon of
e nal operatiom om L. G, Southard of tan-
::;gozngcigebzarring and feathering of N. J. Frederick, a 0013525 :ztor-
mbla. These two men, as you kno » defended the Lowmane at

the se G p
. sécond trial. This latter step, however, was for some resson abandon

I am further reliably informed that early in the morn

gotzbor 8th around three o0'cleck, 3heriff Nellie Ho%inaon, DOpnt;ngh::LII
3.11. uoglheny, Deputy 3heriff A. D. Sheppard and Traffic Officer Johm B,
t: ey of Alken went to Rertha Lowman's cell, Sheriff Robinson unlecking

€ door, Bertha Lowman asked them, "What do you want now$"™ They told
her to put om her clothes as she was wanted downstairs. When she was re-
luetant to leave her gell, suspeciing something amiss, I am informed that
she was dragped from her cell by nobinson and Salley. 3She was taken down
stairs and with Clarence and Demon Lowman delivered te the mob. Two shots
were fired sfter the mob had gotien possession of the prisoners, so I am
informed,and not as Sheriff Robinson ¢laims, when he was rolisting en-
trance of the mob into the jail.

May I at this pont call attention in cerreberatiom of these
faots that the Jjeil at Aiken is only four years 0ld and well constructed.
It shows little if any elpgns of the strugele which Hobinson olsims he
made in trying to defend the prisonmers. Resides the barkier two outer
doors of steel, the keys to the ¢ells are kept in a steel vaulti some
twenty-four inches square and the door te this vault is some twe inches
thiok and is of steel also. This vault, I am informed, shows no =igune
whatever of the use of dynamite or nitroglycerine onm it and can met be
opened in any other way except through connivunoce. May I alse eall your
attention to the Celumbia Record of Qetober 10th which deseribes the
‘a’l's condition after the lynching.

I also want to mention at this poilnt that pleme had bveen made
to remove the prisonera hastily from Aiken to Celumbla should they be ocon-
victed. But when Demon L.wman was freed of a murder charge, a eiroume
stance certain to inflame lynchere if there was fear of a lynoching follow-
ing s conviction, they were placed in the Jail and only one man put there
to guard them. This action, I feel safe in aseerting, ls conorete evi-
dence of extreme carelesaness if not of nonfeasance on the part of Sherif:l

Robinsons and his Deputies.

Te return to the lyvwching. I am informed that the fellewing pe
gons were members of the mob which asotuslly did the killing. T am giving
you their namee, opoupations and addresses in full so there can be nwo dif

~fioulty in lecating them.

@Gary Seigler, Bonded Constable for A. B. Reborm, dagistrate
at Alken, whose office 1a in the Courthouse,.
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Fiok Gaddy (er ¢ y), Alken,
iobert L. Moklheny, Deputy sheriff at Alken.

T =
==
I am informegq that g ¢ Hart,6 3 =5
o _ ‘ Jdo Iy H » Ys B, inderson I = ¢
[;;gery agted us‘sentinelu whlle ., p, Jheppard ana :heﬂtl:n:nd:i:g;mg\?t 7’2
- electric wire (furnighins 1isht to the Jail) at a POint 8 milem wegt =3°
?u.lk;l en unfL 3 miles weat of or niteville, T am informeq that Johm e E“’
. v oun larker v FoDe Mail Carrier wt % of =
Marion Bell, Captain of the Chain gang, foatmaster 4nlédure Jrulé that he ;aﬁrb:e;h:oigr;:n::ilzuuzztt;ri1:; o EE%
o : " N VAL Qontuinlng the wi.e cutters hag been traged to Y8puty sherifs ithnr. i
f;.{lihrog Huw:r . Blaek A " Sheppard’ g yard, am further informed ag result ofdthre\tn né inet his =
Sheriff H. H. Howard. life, Parker has become ter 1fied and how Will not &isocuse the ocase. a8
¥alter Sheppard, Magistrate's Constable for D. H. Torner In nddition ¢
. 4 i+ 0 the above list, 1 inf
d d ial Censtable for the Graniteville Manufaoturing Lom- tato i " 7 e o
::Ly}n satrial o . ing Perasons were Speoctators .t the lynthnpa:
Arthur Sheppard, Deputy sheriff at Aiken. Company: Branaon, Fresident of the Graniteville fanufuoturing
Chester Anderson who works for the Carolina Light and Fower George § Leightner
Company. ufssturing Company, '
Sem Tyler, Superintendent of Streets of AN
Jee M. Helley (ealled "Little Joe")
Alken,

Vics rPresident of the Gr
, antomobile 8alesman st

niteville wan-
Woodheand, Juperintendent of the Gregr Dye Flant, Granite-
ville, :
Je B. ¥illiams, Juperintendent of the Textile Mills, Granite-
Hart from Edgefield who is Specisl State Constable ville,
fo 5 the Governmor of Sonth Carolina.
for Your omer, @ Govermor . ¢. 8. Timme rman, Superintendent of the varrenville wMill of the
Bd Andersou, special Comstable for the ‘overner. Graniteville Manufactoring Company.
Jim §oodward, Aiike Foliceman whe woere his uniform te the Whitehead, Oversgeer of the Carding Department of the two
1ynching, . - — mills 5% Grantteville. Mr. Whitehead {is also Master of the
{ Ledgs it Granitevilie. pe did not get
Ussery, rolicemsn at Aiken, 8th.
John Edwin Stansfield, Attorney at law whose office is in the
Farmers' and Merchants' bank Building in Aiken.
Eugene R,

Masonig

hine until § A, ‘e, Ooctober

Edgsr L. Qouch
Mr, Buck ingham, I

» undertasker ang funersl 4 irecter at Groniteville
Charles Eeuney, second vousin of your Homor, the Gevermor. yr.
am informed Keunney is, as yom know, g meérchandige storekeeper whoge atore is oppe
He served three terms in site the rallway atation at Warrenvilie, I am informed algse that
is & farmer at Ellenton 23 miles two other Cousine of vour Honor, brothers of Charlee Kenney, were pre
" graduate of Citadel and is g loyal supperter ana sent.
adherent of United states Senator Cele Blease, o
Ay Te return for a minute to the
Je Gressiene Bush, farmer ang merchant at Mllenton, member of o8 from the jail,
the Grsnd Jury which investigated the lynchings, Plcas
Nellie Robinsen, sheriff at Aiken,

tlie when the Prisoners were tak-
There 1s inesrverated at the present time in the Aiyen
Jail a white man by the name of &, 4. Worley who wag eonvioted eith of man
8laughter or murder and whose gu:e is NOW on appexl to the South Carolina
Supreme Court. 7T am infermed that ur, Worley was stabbed by the son of hig
wife snd thst on the foll wing day we went to Worley's honse after
John B. 8 le I £ o made the thr!at th&t he would k’.ll '.rl.yo A num
alley, Tratiie p 1iceman, Atkeu, in and ne r Aiken expres
Rupert w#, Taylor, Jailer at the Aik
Otto Sommers,
informed, the

en Jail,
buteher, Aijken, Mr. Sommer'g
first mayor of Al en an

having
ber of emiment oitisens
86d the ungualified conviotion that the severity
prosecution of Worley is due to the feeling that forley ¢ remed
the illieit distilling and sale of whigkey and that the Whiskey sing wante
father was, I em ed to get him ont of the way se he eould not interfers, Worley, T am
d %00k 0ffice im op boﬁt 1892 ioformer, saw Robinson, Weklheny, She ppard and Salley take
” i from her cell on the morning of Oatober Bth,
John fidener, Constable gt Bath, 3. ¢. Ootober 14th or 1
Artis Fennedy, aiken.
&mesE.:nrr

Sertha Lowman
An effort was made on
5th to organize » meb t0 20 to the Aiien Jail snd
Worley to keep him from telling these facts.
Your Homer, the Governor

penitentiary at Columbia
Was "elose sreund, "

» De€WSpaper eorrespondent

elther
lyneh

Mey I reapeetfully ur

, have Mr. Worley move

ge th.t
d from the Alken Juil to the
for it is felt that he will be either lynched,
polsoned, or done away with in some manner if he ie allowed to

remain in




fon, T. 0. MolLeod - b

the Aiken Jall.

Present in the Alken Fail alwe at the time of the lynching

were three other men (and doubtless others who gould be induced to talk

if they were sure of rroteotion from vengeance ). The names of these men
are: Wade Franklin, & white man arreated Cotober 8rd in a oar with Robert
Jordan snd Berley Doolittle, charged with vielation of the Liquor Law.
Wade Frenklin was convioted during the week of Ootober 18th at Aikem and
sentenced to one year on the Alven Chaln gang. Jordanm and Doolittle were
aoquitied the same week. The live in Augusta and work at the Sibley Cot-
ton Mill.

Sam Lowman, father of Demon and Bertha Lowman and ungle of
Qlarence Lowmnan, whe was recently moved from the /iken Chain gang to the
penitentisry at Columbia was alsoe in the jail that night and says that no
mob entered the Jjadil.

Returning agaln to the lynching - on the way from the Jjail

Olarence Lowman, 14 yesrs of age at the time Sheriff Howard was killed

and 15 years old when he was lynched, jumped from the car which was tak-
ing him from the Jail te the scene of his death. Olarence was chot and re-
oaptured. I am informed that to keep blood from getting in the ear, a rope
wae tled to Qlsrence and to the o¢ar and his bedy was dragped im this manner
te the soene of the execution, The mob went out York Street om the Dixie
Highway to a point abont 14 to 2 miles from Alken nesr & Tourist Camp., I
am informed that Bertha Lowman begred so0 piteously for her life that mem-
bers of the mob had a hard time killing her. After being shot she drasged
erself oever the ground pleading piteonsly not te be killed meving abount
a8 she did so. A number of shots had to be fired before om@ of the bullets
mercifully ended her agony and caused her death.

Plerce Howard, so [ am informed, was t0 have had the hener of
being the Exeouticner but his nerve falled him. I am informed that Deputly
Sheriffs Meklheny and Waltedr sheppard and Marion Bell, Chain gang Captain,
were chief exeontioners assisted by rink Gaddy (or Gady) and Gary sSeigler.

John Stanafield, [ am informed stated om the streets of Alken
to at leaat one man whose name [ can furnish you that he (3tensfield) "did
not get héme until 6 A.M. Priday morning and his wife gave him the dwvil
for staying out se late".

Seversal men were invited to come te thellyuching who were not
members o0f the Klan. This, 1t 18 believed in Aiken, was dome in an effort
to estublish the faot subsequent to the lynching that it was not & Vlan
affalr, I em informed that this effort met with no sumocess., The late
Sheriff Howard, the present sheriff Robinson, his depnties and all of the
members of the mob were members of the Klan. [ can furnish you with doo-

R entary proff from South Carolins sourges of the correotness of this state-
ment.

A responsibvle and well known citizen of South Carelina further
stated to me that ae soon as the news pot out mbont the murders certain
people involved in them in an effort to cover up their guilt and to "muddy
the wateras” tried te precipitate a race riet. These persone, [ am informed
went about frightening the white people, telling them that the Negroes were
armed and were guing to rise at night and kill all of the white people. Tt

is unnecessary for me to etute t.at there was no evidence whatever to sub-
atantlate asuch a charge. '

‘went t0 the Juul nimbered between 30 and 40, so I

Homn. T, G, MgLeod -« 6
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Mnally, may I emphasize the faot that there 1 C%E;
:;:'E;EﬁZLEHG Lgrlﬂtntiul element in'Alken which ias uitrerl; : lZZfd°§E' E;;'
; g and whioh is very anxlous that steps be t c —

syasitzn. oo Psaats . Al Suw- p nken to punish the
_ . yér, on the afterncon preceding il 3 - -

;ng ugd subsequent ot the udjournmoﬁt of Court told Jngnn Lnnh:m ;;atlazn ;é%
tﬁ:rg 1? lynohing had been planmed. He ales told Bert D, Oarter of Bamberg -y
b a bﬁoloitor Who presecuted the Lowmanae, of his feares. QOarter walked away  reo=
rom GOLl. Jawyer saying, "I have not seen any simmse of any trouble." The o

newa of the approaching w

as wide b}
directed verdiot 1y knovm in Qolumbia one honr after the

and nine hours prior to the lynehing. The orowd which

am informed, but at the
sgene of the lynching there were upward of 200 sutomobiles and over 1,000

people. The lynchers came frem Grenitevilie, werrenville, Columbla and
other points. All were ready and had been given smple notioce,

] This entlre trouble at Aiken appesnrs %0 be an outsrowth of
the Klan and its asctivities. The element of the membweship which aoted as
@ restraining influence from the eanrl days of the organizatiom of the rlsn
has largely regisned lesving it in the hands of an irresponsidle, violous
and oriminal element. There is im the vicinity of Alken and im the towns
nearby a very extensive business of distilling of liguer and tranaportation
and gale of same as well ae other oriminal practices. There have heen flogd
gings and even murders as result of thies reigm of lawlessness and barbarity.
A number of white men as well as Nepgrees have been flegped and killed snd
the more law abiding and respesctable element ia living in oconetant terror.
In a1l my experiemas, I have never before geen such a reign of lawlesaness
as exists in and near Alken.

I am placing these facts before you at such great length that
you may have the benefit of my investigation and that you and the state of
South Qarolina may take such steps as you feel disposed 10 take to appre-
hend the lynchers of the three Lowmans, %o punish them adequately fer fthe
murder snd to end the stute of lawleseness that now exlsts, I have reasons
to believe that as set forth above many of the law enforoement officers who
should be apprehending oriminals are nat only pretecting these oriminals but
engaged in eriminsl practices themselves., I ocan, if you desire it and if
you will give sssurance that they will be protected frem the vengeance of
those responsible for the present condition, supply you with the names and
addressea of reputoble citigens o 2wuth “4:relina who oan furnish persensl
sond documentery corroboratiom of the atatements which I have made above.

1f youoare to do so, you may communiocaste with me im the oure

of Herbert Bayard Swope, Gxecutive Hdliter of the New York Werld, rulltser

Buildin New York. o
” Respectfully sumitted,

(8igned) Walter White

WW/NOS




