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By DAVID HAYES
I-O Editor

During his end of the year presen-
tation, Polk County District Attorney 
Aaron Felton’s theme to the County 
Commissioners was public safety.

First Felton said he resists letting 
policy be driven or fueled by what is 
reported in the news or coming out of 
the state capital in Salem. Rather, he 
said, it’s important in public safety that 
there’s a baseline of how his office 
prosecutes crime, in particular, retail 
and property theft.

“You often ask the question, 
Commissioner Pope, talk about what 
makes people feel safe,” Felton said. 
“I think what makes people feel safe 
in terms of prosecution is that there is 
as a baseline, we use the Polk County 
Jail, that is as a component in terms of 
prosecution shoplifting, theft 2 and 3, 
criminal mischief, disorderly conduct.”

As an example, Felton pointed 
toward the recent quick action taken 

after a burglary at the West Salem Ace 
Hardware store. 

“A suspect who broke into the Ace 
Hardware store … didn’t get away 
with it because law enforcement was 
right on top of it. Thanks to a very 
engaged business owner there, the 
person (Tristan Sillman) ultimately 
was caught, prosecuted within a month 
and is in prison now. (Sillman was 
sentenced to four years). That was a 
positive result,” Felton said. 

In total for 2025, Felson said his 
office received 1,997 referrals, which 
is essentially any type of law enforce-
ment incident report of a potential 
crime and an arrest report of someone 
who has already been brought to the 
jail. The referrals averaged about 166 
per month, but spiked to 176 the last 
quarter of 2025. 

After looking at the historic num-
bers, Felton said his office has consis-
tently sought and received some kind 
of jail sanction as a result of people 
stealing from out business owners in 
Polk County.  

“That is a baseline of consequences 
which involve incarceration in our 
jail because the people in our county 
have chosen to spend their money in 
the public safety levy to make that an 
option in the range of options of con-
sequences,” Felton said. “All of this 
is possible because we have a public 
safety levy that funds these options for 
us. As we go forward, if that was not 
available to us, that would create a dif-
ferent range of options for us.” 

The last five-year levy was 
approved by voters in 2023, approving 
an increase to 49.5 cents per $1,000 
of assessed property value (up from 
42.5 cents) to fund 24-hour patrols, 
jail staffing and the District Attorney’s 
office. 

Commissioner Lyle Mordhorst 
thanked Felton for taking the time to 
prosecute those misdemeanor crimes.

“Allowing those misdemeanors 
to go with just a hand slap, as some 
of our neighboring counties have 
done, allows other things to grow,” 
Mordhorst said. “Interrupting their 

lives for a while helps them make bet-
ter decisions down the road. I’m a firm 
believer in that.”

Commissioner Jeremy Gordon 
wanted to make sure funding for 
important programs remained a part 
of the county’s discussions moving 
forward, starting with the reinstitution 
of the Federal Victims of Crime Act 
funds that were withheld briefly and 
are back. 

“Having a victim’s assistance per-
son in your office is a critical piece 
of the safety system. That is maybe 
underappreciated,” Gordon told Felton. 
“We have our partners in Liberty 
House and Sable House, for domestic 
violence and juvenile crimes against 
young folks. Ff that’s something we 
can keep in the conversion as well 
as we’re looking at funding risks 
and risks to those services. That’s an 
undercelebrated, perhaps, part of the 
safety system.” 
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DA’s year end report 
focuses on public safety

City mulls 
over cheaper 
police station 

designs
By DAVID HAYES

I-O Editor

After Dallas residents voted against 
the city’s proposed $17.2 million 
bond to construct a new police sta-
tion in May, the administration and 
City Council decided to put together 
another plan that would be more pal-
atable in a second go-around. 

“We started to reevaluate all the 
options we considered (for the orig-
inal bond),” said city manager Brian 
Latta at a work study session Dec. 
15. “We decided on the new building 
concept, let’s do value engineering on 
that concept to help bring the price 
down given that we’re building it in 
2027, given it would pass in a new 
election.”

The city hired contractor Swinerton 
Construction to work with the archi-
tect firm Mackenzie to provide new 
options for a police station, cutting as 
many superfluous features as possi-
ble, while still meeting the needs of a 
modern Dallas Police Department. 

The two firms came back with three 
options that came in under the pre-
vious total cost, including two three-
story plans and one two-story plan. 

Principal architect Jeff Humfries, 
architect principal for Mackinzie said 
they looked at the two-story rotated 
option, with the second floor rotated 
over the first while looking at options 
to reduce the amount of foundations 
and roofing for the building. They 
then examined a three-story Court 
Street option with parking in the rear. 

“One of the strategies we tried to 
do was to not have a negative impact 
on the existing structure,” Humphries 
said. “The new design has about 
20-feet of separation between the 
building and city hall on one side and 
a similar distance from Oddfellow 
Building.” 

Humphries laid out the three-story 
design. The first floor featured the 
public entrance, support rooms and all 
the evidence storage and processing. 
The second floor would have space 
for the detectives, patrol, admin area 
of the chief and lieutenant, and locker 
and shower areas. The third floor 
would contain a training and briefing 
room, a few support rooms and a 
break room.    

Andy Dykeman, of Swinerton 
Construction, walked the councilors 
through the three options. 

A full build out of all three floors 
had an estimated cost of $13.3 mil-
lion, he said. A second option was 
$12.4 million to build out the first and 
second floors and just the framework 
of the third floor, leaving out construc-
tion of any walls, carpet, light fixtures 
etc. 

“So it’s ready to be built out as 
funding becomes available,” Dykeman 
said. 

A final option is just a two-story 
option with no third floor that came in 
at $11 million. 

When adding in the consultant’s 
costs and the owner’s (city’s) costs 
to the total budget, the bottom line 
became $17 million for the three story 
option, $16 million for the two story 
with the third floor shell and $14.2 
million for the two-story only option. 

When asked, Dykeman confirmed 
the cost estimates for each option 
includes an assumed escalation of 4.5 
percent inflation rate annually if con-
struction started in 2027.

“Those are going to be on par with 
the original estimated costs because 

I-O FILE PHOTO
Jeff Claire and Bill Cresswell stand before their recently opened pub, Forest Pass Brewery, 
located at 735 SW Maple St. in Dallas.

See SAFETY, page A3

STAFF REPORT

As we welcome in the new year of 
2026, there are several ways to look 
back at the most memorable moments 
of 2025. For this year’s annual retro-
spective, the Itemizer-Observer staff 
dove into the analytics of our website 
to discover which stories our readers 
found most compelling. Here then are 
the top 10 stories which garnered the 
most views at www.polkio.com. 

1- Dallas man dies in 
Perrydale Road car accident 
(4,982 views)

A Dallas man was killed Jan. 16 
as a result of a head-on collision on 
Perrydale Road.

According to the Polk County 
Sheriff’s Office, at approximately 7 
a.m., deputies responded to a report 
of a four-vehicle crash in the 3300 
hundred block of Perrydale Road, 
north of Highway 22. The initial 
report indicated at least one vehicle 
had rolled and was upside down in 
the middle of the roadway and the 
driver of that vehicle appeared to be 
unconscious.

After arriving on scene, deputies 
confirmed the driver of a 1998 Toyota 
Tacoma, Noah Torres, of Dallas, was 
deceased as a result of injuries sus-
tained during the crash. The driver 
of a 2015 GMC Sierra, Timothy 
Janesofsky, was transported to Salem 
Hospital with non-life-threatening 
injuries. All other involved persons 
were evaluated on scene and did not 
receive further medical attention at 
that time.

During the investigation, deputies 
determined Torres was traveling 
north on Perrydale Road following 
behind a minivan when he attempted 
to pass the slower moving vehicle. 
Janesofsky was traveling south in 
the opposite direction on Perrydale 
Road. The two nearly collided 
head-on during the attempted passing 
maneuver. Due to the speed of the 
impact, the vehicles collided with the 

minivan, which received collateral 
damage. A fourth vehicle was also 
damaged as it passed through the 
debris field that was left behind on 
the roadway after the initial crash.

The Polk County Sheriff’s Office 
noted that at the time of the crash, it 
was dark, the temperature was below 
freezing, and there was limited visi-
bility due to dense fog. It is believed 
that fog was a major contributing fac-
tor to this incident.

2 - Oregon State Parks to 
charge fees at 21 more state 
parks to address budget 
shortfall (2,099 views)

The Oregon Parks and Recreation 
Department is implementing new 
fees at some of its day-use parks and 
raising fees for some of its busiest 
overnight camping parks.

The state waives day-use parking 
fees at more than 225 of its state 

parks, with only 25 parks charging 
the $10 fee for in-state visitors and 
$12 for people visiting from out of 
state. But on Oct. 1, the department 
will begin requiring the parking fee at 
an additional 21 of its day-use parks. 
The fees won’t apply to visitors who 
walk, bike, use public transportation 
or have a valid 12- to 24-month park-
ing permit from Oregon State Parks. 

These parks are some of the busiest 
parks in the system, according to a 
news release from the department. 
For example, Harris Beach State Park 
experienced an estimated 2 million 
day-use visits in 2024. 

The changes are meant to supple-
ment a 14% budget shortfall because 
of increasing costs, record visitation 
and a reduction in lottery funds for 
operations. The fee adjustments, 
along with internal efforts to reduce 
costs, will help maintain current 
service levels and ensure the system 
remains accessible in the future, the 
department said in the release. 

The park system raised day-use 
fees from $5 to $10 at the start of 
2025, its first increase in 15 years.

Lottery funds cover a little less 
than half of Oregon State Parks’ 
budget, followed by 15% from recre-
ational vehicle license plate fees and 
35% from park fees from visitors. 

The department is also increasing 
overnight rates at 29 of its busiest 
parks starting May 2026 to $29 a 
night for tents and $52 for full RV 
hook-ups. The rate change will apply 
from May 1 to Sept. 30 and apply 
year-round on Friday, Saturday and 
Sunday.

3 - Shared passion for beer 
leads to new Dallas brewery 
(2,057 views)

Longtime Dallas residents Jeff 
Claire and Bill Cresswell met about 
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PROVIDED BY CITY OF DALLAS
City of Dallas plans show the design of basketball and pickleball courts 
swapping locations within City Park.

PHOTO BY JULIA SHUMWAY / OREGON CAPITAL CHRONICLE
The Trail of Ten Falls at Silver Falls State Park allows hikers to view 10 wa-
terfalls, including South Falls, on a 7-mile loop. 

a decade ago over a shared 
love of beer at the West 
Valley Taphouse. That pas-
sion for locally brewed suds 
eventually germinated into 
an idea that came to fruition 
last week. The two combined 
their prospective business 
acumen to open their own 
joint in Dallas July 30, the 
Forest Pass Brewery.

Claire said he’s lived in 
Dallas 20 years, Cresswell 
18. With their extensive 
travels, they wondered 
when their community was 
going to wake up a little bit. 
Finally, the time felt right.

In a county of 90,000 peo-
ple and growing fast, they 
felt it was a shame there was 
only one other brewery in 
the county, Parallel 45.

One of their biggest chal-
lenges was finding the right 
location. They literally stum-
bled across a home for their 
brewery. Their real estate 
agent didn’t even have the 
location on Maple Street on 
his list of possibilities.

The building used to be 
overflow storage for the 
Rusty Gate (now the Shabby 
Barn) across the street on 
Fairview Avenue. After look-
ing at a few places down-
town, they kept coming back 
to the Maple Street location.

“We wanted to tie it into 
the community,” Cresswell 
added. “On the coast, there’s 
a lot of things targeted to 
Portland areas. We thought 
the eastern slope of the 
Coastal Range was a cool 
tie-in, particularly this 
community, all the history, 
recreational and economic 
history.”

Their logo was designed 
by Jeff’s niece who took his 
photo he took of the coastal 
mountains as viewed when 
coming into town and con-
verted into graphic art. The 
duo took the best ideas from 
their travels to other brew 
pubs to create their own 
unique vibe.

“We have the best outdoor 
seating area in the city,” 
Claire bragged. “That was 
part of it. Low key, relaxing 
vibe. It was what we were 
after.”

Forrest Pass Brewing’s 
space was big enough to 
install a seven-barrel brew-
house that produces a couple 
hundred gallons per batch. 
They can ferment three beers 
at a time. And around back is 
cold storage for seven-barrel 
circuit tanks. They plan to 
have their brewery online by 
September and concentrate 
on their favorite, IPAs.

In addition, they’ve 
reached out to offer wines 
from local wineries, includ-
ing Benedetto’s, Scythian’s, 
Dante, and ciders from Salt 
Creek Cider House. And 
there will be nonalcoholic 
drinks for kids.

To give their customer 
something to dine on while 
they sample the home crafted 
brews, the duo researched 
offering the best in craft 
pizza options.

“Some people say this is 
the next Napa Valley. Which, 
why couldn’t it be? Great 

downtown, we’ve got the 
vineyards, we needed the 
brewery,” Cresswell said. 
“Why can’t this be the next 
great wine tasting and beer 
brewing area?”

4 - Suspect arrested, 
being investigated for 
hate crime after crash-
ing truck into Dallas 
Market (1,736 views)

A motorist was arrested 
Sunday after driving his 
pickup truck into the inte-
rior of Center Market on 
Fairview Avenue in Dallas 
and is being investigated as a 
potential hate crime.

At approximately 9:30 
p.m. Jan. 4, officers 
responded to a reported vehi-
cle collision into the market. 
An officer, who was in the 
vicinity, arrived on the scene 
within moments to find a 
Ford truck inside the build-
ing, actively driving back 
and forth and causing exten-
sive damage to the market’s 
interior.

The truck had crashed 
through the front doors of the 
market at an estimated speed 
of 15-20 mph. The officer 
strategically positioned his 
patrol vehicle to block the 
truck’s exit. In response, 
the suspect backed into the 
patrol car multiple times.

Additional officers and 
Polk County Sheriff’s Office 
deputies arrived shortly 
thereafter. The driver, who 
was later identified as John 
Marlas, continued to drive 
recklessly, destroying mer-
chandise and infrastructure 
within the market. Marlas 
reportedly stole merchandise 
from the market during this 
incident.

After Marlas exited the 
vehicle, he voluntarily got 
on the ground of the market 
floor. He was taken into cus-
tody without further incident. 
Medics cleared Marlas at the 
scene before he was trans-
ported to Willamette Valley 
Hospital, where a driving 
under the influence of intox-
icants (DUII) investigation 
was conducted.

Afterwards, Marlas was 
arrested and charged with 
nine counts of recklessly 
endangering, two counts of 
criminal mischief 1, reckless 
driving, robbery 1, driving 
under the influence of an 
intoxicant, theft 3, unlawful 
use of weapon, menacing and 
improper use of 911.

Amrit Singh, director of 
operations for his family’s 
chain of 49 stores across 
the state, including three in 
Dallas, estimated more than 
$200,000 in damage was 
done, both to the physical 
store and to inventory. 

However, even with 
the extensive damage, the 
Singh’s reopened the store to 
grand fanfare Jan. 13 with a 
well-attended ribbon cutting 
ceremony.

“We’re very fortunate to 
have such a strong support 
group behind us with com-
munity members, neighbors, 
city officials that all turned 
out for that event,” Singh 
said. “It shows the support 
Dallas has given us. Not 
just over the last 19 years. 
We’re very grateful to all the 

friendly faces that showed up 
and offered encouragement 
and support.”

5 - Armed kidnapping 
suspect transported to 
Polk County jail 
(1,579 views)

A Salem man, arrested 
after a kidnapping incident 
in Salem, was transported 
to Polk County Jail on unre-
lated outstanding warrants.

At approximately 3:30 
p.m. on Feb. 1, a woman 
and her young child were 
reported as being abducted 
from her apartment in south-
east Salem by her estranged 
boyfriend.

According to the Salem 
Police Department, officers 
learned the suspect, Javier B. 
Munoz, Jr., entered the apart-
ment at gunpoint at approx-
imately 3 a.m. that morning, 
keeping the victim and child 
inside. About 12 hours later, 
Munoz made threats to the 
victim, compelling her to 
leave with him and the child.

While actively searching 
for Munoz and the victim, 
a caller reported a man 
and woman struggling over 
a child in the 400 block 
of Hawthorne Avenue 
Northeast. Officers arrived 
and learned the incident 
involved Munoz and the 

victim. Munoz, who was 
reported to have a handgun, 
fled with the child on foot 
toward Geer Community 
Park.

Patrol officers flooded the 
area in search of the pair. 
The Salem Police SWAT 
Team and officers from 
multiple regional agencies 
provided assistance in an 
extensive two-and-a-half-
hour search using canines 
and unmanned aircraft sys-
tems, commonly known as 
drones.

Munoz and the child were 
ultimately located concealed 
beneath a trailer in the 
area of Oregon Avenue and 
Bell Road Northeast. The 
young child was uninjured 
and safely returned to their 
mother.

Munoz, 45, of Salem, was 
arrested on multiple related 
charges including first-de-
gree kidnapping, menacing, 
unlawful use of a weapon 
and burglary. According to 
the Salem Police, Munoz 
was lodged at the Polk 
County Jail related to mul-
tiple outstanding warrants 
from other cases in Polk 
County.

6 - Dallas changes 
pickleball, basketball 
court plans (1,506 views)

The city of Dallas has piv-
oted in its plans to construct 
new pickleball courts at City 
Park and instead transform 
the existing basketball courts 
at a substantial savings.

Public Works Director 
Jennifer Ward presented the 
option to the city council 
Oct. 20.

She said beginning in 
2021, the Parks Advisory 
Board and city staff had 
been looking into options 
to add additional pickleball 
courts within the city parks 
system. After considerable 
engagement with the Parks 
Advisory Board, Building 
and Grounds Committee 
and City Council, in 2024 
the City Council approved 
a plan to build 10 new 
pickleball courts in Dallas 
City Park on the northwest 
corner of Levens Street and 
Brandvold Drive. The proj-
ect would include the exca-
vation and appropriate fill of 
the old city swimming pool 
which is buried at the site.

“Staff sought grant fund-
ing to offset a project that 
was coming in at $1.7 mil-
lion,” Ward explained.

The city applied for but 
failed to receive a Large 
Local Government Grant 
from the Oregon Parks and 

Recreation Department, that 
would have been matched 
by System Development 
Charges funds. 

“However, one of the capi-
tal improvement projects was 
to resurface the basketball 
courts at the entry to City 
Park,” Ward said. “As we 
were preparing to do that, 
a light bulb went off. This 
space could accommodate 
those 10 pickleball courts.”

Instead of building 10 
courts on the north side 
Brandvold Street, they’d 
build two new basketball 
courts there.

The total estimated cost 
to build 10 new pickle-
ball courts on the south 
side of Brandvold Drive 
and two new basketball 
courts on the north side of 
Brandvold Drive at City 
Park is $501,400. The Dallas 
Pickleball Club has com-
mitted to donating $10,000 
towards the project. The 
remainder of the project 
costs ($491,400) will be paid 
from Parks SDCs. The city 
could get a $700,000 savings 
from not needing to dig up 
an old swimming pool at the 
old location and repave over 
the construction.

2025
From Page A1

PHOTO CONTRIBUTED
Surrounded by local dignitaries, Gov. Tina Kotek cuts the ribbon officially opening Church @ the 
Park’s transitional housing facility in Dallas on Feb. 3.

I-O FILE PHOTO
Just nine days after a motorist drove his truck into the Center Market on Fairview Avenue, the com-
munity turned out for a ribbon cutting ceremony Jan. 13 to celebrate its reopening. 

See 2025, page A3
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Ward confirmed the new 
configuration for two basket-
ball courts would not overlap 
the old pool location. The total 
savings would be $1.2 million.

While one councilor con-
sidered installing more facil-
ities and less courts, another 
estimated that building new 
facilities for the 10 new pick-
leball courts would add an 
additional $150,000 to the cost 
and displace at least three or 
four courts. 

The council gave Ward the 
guidance she needed to pur-
sue the alternate plan without 
needing to take a vote.

7 - Dallas resident killed 
in Highway 194 accident 
(1,470 views)

A Dallas resident was killed 
in a two-vehicle accident on 
Highway 194 June 17.

According to the Oregon 
State Police, at 6:38 a.m., offi-
cers responded to a two-vehi-
cle crash in Polk County near 
Monmouth.

The preliminary investi-
gation indicated a farming 
swather, operated by Dylan 
Branch, 34, of Monmouth, 
was traveling westbound on 
Highway 194 near milepost 
5 when an eastbound Toyota 
4Runner, operated by Erika 
Smith, 59, of Dallas, struck the 
swather’s boom. Her 4Runner 
left the roadway and came to 
rest in the trees on the north 
shoulder.

Smith was pronounced 
deceased at the scene. Branch 
was not injured.

The highway was impacted 
for approximately four 
hours during the on-scene 
investigation.

OSP was assisted by the 
Polk County Sheriff’s Office, 
Monmouth Police Department, 
Polk Fire District 1, and 
the Oregon Department of 
Transportation.

8 - Polk County acci-
dent leads to discovery 
of deceased Salem 
woman (1,431 views)

Salem Police Violent 
Crimes Unit detectives are 
investigating the death of 
a Salem resident after Polk 
County Sheriff’s Office dep-
uties discovered a body in 
the wreckage of a crash in 
Polk County.

At approximately 6:30 
a.m. on Jan. 27, PCSO depu-
ties responded to a single-ve-
hicle rollover collision in 
the 10000 block of Corvallis 
Road in Independence. 
The driver, Tyler Andrew 
Holman, 39, of Salem, was 
located with injuries and 
transported for medical care.

Deputies also discovered 
the body of a deceased 
woman. Investigators deter-
mined evidence at the scene 
suggested that she was not 
killed in the car accident; 
rather, her body was being 
transported at the time of the 
crash.

An autopsy performed by 
the Oregon State Medical 
Examiner determined that 
the woman’s cause of death 
was from a gunshot wound 
and manner of death to be 
homicide. The victim was 
identified as Ashley Jean 
Gandolfi, age 35, of Salem.

The investigation into 
Gandolfi’s death led detec-
tives to a residence in the 
1600 block of Acacia Drive 
South where Holman resides. 
Gandolfi and Holman were 
previously in a romantic 
relationship, according to the 
Salem police.

Holman was arrested after 
being released from Salem 
Health Jan. 30, and charged 
with second-degree murder, 
tampering with evidence and 
second-degree abuse of a 
corpse.

The investigation is ongo-
ing by the Marion County 
District Attorney’s Office.

9 - Long delayed tran-
sitional house opens in 
Dallas (1,416 views)

Nearly two years to the 
day after she declared a 
homelessness state of emer-
gency in Oregon, Gov. Tina 
Kotek cut the ribbon Feb. 3 
to welcome a new transition 
housing facility in Dallas.

Salem based Church @ the 
Park spearheaded the project 
after securing $2.58 million 
to open a managed shelter 
site in rural Polk County in 
the wake of the governor’s 
declaration. After failing to 
secure a location for a micro 
shelter facility in Monmouth 
and Independence, the 
church purchased property 
at 1873 SE Holeman St. in 
Dallas in 2023.

However, after vocal 
opposition to the micro 
shelter plans, Church @ the 
Park pivoted to convert the 
home at the Dallas location 
into transitional housing for 
families.

DJ Vincent, Church at the 
Park founder and chief exec-
utive officer, said the Dallas 
Family Shelter project has 
come to completion through 
the support of PATHS 
(Partners Aligned Toward 
Housing Solution), the city 
of Dallas and the Mid-
Willamette Valley Homeless 
Alliance, in addition to the 
governor’s emergency order.

Vincent said after work-
ing with the city of Dallas 
on land use and permitting, 
major renovations started 
in July of 2024. Vincent 
explained that the permit 
required that renovation 
result in the same square 
footage as the original 
buildings on the property 
(pre-renovation). So now, 
two households and up to 12 
beds are available in what 
was the original house.

Vincent said the church 
requires potential families 
who will live in the house 
must have ties to rural Polk 
County. For example, the 

first two families with sin-
gle mothers, expected to 
move into the house two 
days after the ceremony on 
Feb. 5, have children who 
attend schools in Dallas. 
Applicants, he added, must 
also pass a background 
check to ensure they are not 
on a registered sex offender 
list.

Looking ahead, Vincent 
said an Accessory Dwelling 
Unit will be added on the 
property, providing space 
for two more households 
and eight additional beds. 
He added a garage will also 
be built to be used as office 
space. The ADU is still 
in the permitting process, 
which he expects to com-
plete in 2025.

He also expects 12 more 
families to utilize the house 
by the end of 2025.

10 - Oak Harbor man 
dies in Highway 22 
accident (1,294 views)

An Oak Harbor man was 
killed in a crash on Highway 
22 Thursday.

Oregon State Police 
responded at 4:12 p.m. 
to a two-vehicle crash on 
Westbound Highway 22 
at the intersection with 
Highway 223.

The preliminary inves-
tigation indicated a north-
bound Kawasaki EJ650 
motorcycle, operated by 
David Peter Jorgensen, 88, 
of Oak Harbor, Washington, 
was stopped on Northbound 
Highway 223 at the inter-
section with Highway 22W. 
Jorgensen attempted to cross 
Highway 22W and struck 
the side of a westbound 
Kenworth log truck, operated 
by Timothy Lawrence May, 
60, of Sheridan.

Jorgensen was declared 
deceased at the scene. May 
was reportedly not injured.

The highway was 
impacted for approximately 
five hours during the 
on-scene investigation.

2025
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“Allowing those misde-
meanors to go with just a 
hand slap, as some of our 
neighboring counties have 
done, allows other things 
to grow,” Mordhorst said. 
“Interrupting their lives for 
a while helps them make 
better decisions down the 
road. I’m a firm believer in 
that.”

Commissioner Jeremy 
Gordon wanted to make 
sure funding for important 
programs remained a part 
of the county’s discussions 
moving forward, starting 
with the reinstitution of the 
Federal Victims of Crime 
Act funds that were with-
held briefly and are back. 

“Having a victim’s 
assistance person in your 
office is a critical piece of 
the safety system. That is 
maybe underappreciated,” 
Gordon told Felton. “We 
have our partners in Liberty 

House and Sable House, 
for domestic violence and 
juvenile crimes against 
young folks. Ff that’s some-
thing we can keep in the 
conversion as well as we’re 
looking at funding risks 
and risks to those services. 
That’s an undercelebrated, 
perhaps, part of the safety 
system.” 

Felton agreed.
“That for a period of 

time, those dollars were 
at risk in our office and 
throughout the state, for 
a variety of reasons, that 
would hurt us greatly in 
terms of our ability to 
provide services,” Felton 
explained. “We had to make 
some adjustments. There 
was a period of uncertainty 
to provide services to vul-
nerable people and victims. 
Fortunately local and state 
leaders realized that was 
a real detriment to our 

Safety
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they were estimated to be 2025 
dollars. Those costs have gone 
up,” Dykeman said “So what 
we’ve been trying to do is to 
rightsize the scope, to one, 
bring down the cost to account 
for the escalation we’ve lost in 
the delay, and also see if we 
can get it under the bond ask 
you had last time, which was 
$17.2 million.”

City Council President Larry 
Briggs said he’s heard the city 
has to reinforce the building 
and build it to certain seismic 
codes because it’s a public 
safety building. 

“I’ve also heard if the build-
ing next door tips over on it, 
we’ve got to build it accord-
ingly. Are any of those factors 
driving the cost up?” he asked.

Dykeman said there are cost 
elements with every location. 

“It’s a pretty standard infill 
condition. It’s a fairly light 
building (constructed with mass 

timber) which is good for the 
foundations. We’ll have a little 
bit of a demo for the existing 
building. All of the other ele-
ments are going to be pretty 
traditional,” Dykeman said.  

The planners were also asked 
what the difference would be 
in a very hypothetical one-story 
build.  

Dykeman said it would 
require a much larger footprint 
and come with a larger roof 
surface area that would prob-
ably equate to a couple to few 
percentage points cheaper.  

“It’s all really dependent on 
the site. Your structure can be a 
little lighter. It also depends on 
how much you’re trying to get 
done,” he said.   

Latta clarified the mainte-
nance costs would increase due 
to the larger roof surface area.  

As the presentation was 
during a work study session, 
no action was taken by the city 
council. 

For a complete look at the 
presentation, go to www.dalla-
sor.gov/media/22066.

Station
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See SAFETY, page A10
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Mary Ann Oziah 
(nee Wolf)

July 9, 1932 – Dec. 16, 2025 

Mary Ann Oziah, 93, of 
Dallas, Oregon, passed away 
on Dec. 16, 2025, from heart 
failure.

Mary was born July 9, 
1932, to Jacob and Philomena 
Wolf in Sioux County, North 
Dakota. She was one of 11 
children. The entire family 
moved to Silverton, Oregon, 
in 1944 after a tornado 
destroyed the family farm.

Mary graduated high school 
in 1950 from Sacred Heart 
Academy in Salem, Oregon. 
On Dec. 26, 1958, she mar-
ried Arvil Oziah and they 
moved to Dallas, Oregon. 
Mary is survived by Deborah 
Scott (Billy), Valerie Pascal 
(Robert), Marcia Neudauer 
(Allen), Brian Oziah, Kevin 
Oziah.

Mary was happiest sur-
rounded by her family. She 
enjoyed baking, gardening, 
crossword puzzles, game 

shows and being a mother. 
She was active in her faith at 
St. Philip Catholic Church, in 
Dallas, and was a member of 
the Women’s Altar Society. 
After the children were raised 
she worked for Oregon Fruit 
and Willamette Hazelnut for 
20 years.

Mary is survived by her 
children, seven grandchildren, 
one great grandchild, brother 
Leon Wolf, and sister Irene 
Steinke.

The family would like to 
thank Serenity Hospice for 
their kind and loving care. 
Mary lived and passed peace-
fully without complaint.

No service, she will be 
laid to rest with her husband 
Arvil at Willamette National 
Cemetery.

Doris H. Dyer
Jan. 14, 1936 - Dec. 20,2025 

We honor the life of Doris 
Anne (Henderson) Dyer, 89, 
who passed away on Dec. 20, 
2025. Born in Plentywood, 
Montana, on Jan. 14, 1936, 
to Leonard and Helen 
Henderson. Doris was raised 

in Myrtle Creek, Oregon, 
where she graduated from 
Myrtle Creek High School. 

Her love of learning 
led her to become a proud 
alumna of Oregon State 
University (then Oregon 
State College) and then a 
professional educator where 
she dedicated herself to 
guiding young minds. She 
began her teaching career at 
South Salem High School 
and eventually retired from 
the counseling office at 
Central High School in 
Independence. She was 
known for her kind and gra-
cious demeanor, balancing a 
practical organizational style 
with a witty, irreverent sense 
of humor.

Doris was married to 
Roland Dyer for 38 years 

until his passing in 2000. 
Together, they raised two 
daughters, Amy and Donna. 
Her kindness extended 
beyond her family into her 
community, where she was a 
devoted supporter of Marion-
Polk Food Share and Oregon 
Public Broadcasting. In her 
quieter moments, she found 
joy in gardening, quilting, 
reading, and music.

In lieu of flowers, please 
consider making a donation 
in Doris’ name to Oregon 
Public Broadcasting or 
Marion Polk Food Share.

Deceased’s Funeral 
Arrangements, Memorial 
Service on Saturday, Jan. 
10, 2026, at Bonaventure in 
Salem (3411 Boone Road 
SE, Salem) 1-3 p.m.
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Death Notice

DECEMBER BIRTHSTONES ARE

Turquoise, Zircon,
And Tanzanite

The winter blues have nothing on 
December’s birthstones: turquoise, 

zircon, and tanzanite—all three 
are best known for their beautiful 

shades of blue.

503-623-3117
837 Main St. • Dallas

Tues-Fri 9:30-5:30 
Sat 9:30-4

- IN STOCK - 
BIRTHSTONE JEWELRY

This month
20% Off20% Off

Johnnie Jack Gorman
Sept. 11, 1944 - Nov. 17, 2025

Johnnie Jack Gorman died Nov. 
17, 2025, in Keizer, Oregon.

Miriam Frieda Morris
Feb. 20, 1929 - Dec. 19, 2025 

Miriam Frieda Morris passed 
away on Friday, Dec. 19, 2025, two 

months shy of her 97th birthday. The 
eldest daughter of Gerhard and Della 
Rempel, she was born at home on 
Feb. 20, 1929. She graduated from 
Perrydale High School and lived her 
entire life in the Dallas/Polk County 
area.

Her Christian faith and church 
life were the center of her activities 
– even meeting her husband John at 
church camp. Married on Feb. 11, 
1949, John died on Jan. 22, 2017, 21 
days before their 68th anniversary. 
They had three children – Robert 
(Judy) and Chris (Jim) Rupp, from 
Dallas, Oregon, and Roger from 
Seattle, Washington.

John and Miriam had a special 
relationship with their three grand-
daughters (Amy Schoenradt, Sarah 
Buhler and Katie Rupp) taking them 
camping and fishing, building blan-
ket forts in the living room, dyeing 
Easter eggs every year together well 
into her 90s, playing games, admir-
ing butterflies, birds, and searching 
for daffodils. Each grandchild got a 
themed ornament every Christmas 
that she searched for all year.

Graced with seven great-grand-
children, Mim (as she preferred to be 
called) made an Afghan blanket for 
each one. She loved all things craft-
ing - from leftover yarn she made 
thousands of baby caps that were 

distributed worldwide, and she made 
homemade cards from fabric. She 
also played piano, and music filled 
our lives.

She worked for 20 years at the 
Ben Franklin Store and knew most 
folks shopping there, having been a 
Dallas native. After retirement they 
were able to travel several times to 
Alaska. The most memorable trip 
involved driving with other couples 
to go fishing; then canning all they 
caught to drive it home. They made 
many friends during their travels and 
while camping or fishing throughout 
the Northwest. 

Volunteering and entertain-
ing filled Mim’s life. It was not 

uncommon for her to have guests 
over for a meal; visitors were always 
welcome. She wouldn’t say she was 
a good cook, but she made a mean 
pie, and her cinnamon rolls were the 
best. 

In her life well-lived, the foun-
dation was her strong faith. At the 
end, she was ready to go to meet her 
Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. 

A Visitation will be held for 
Miriam at Bollman’s Tribute Center, 
287 SW Washington St., Dallas, 
Oregon, on Friday, Dec. 26 from 1-5 
p.m. Memorial contributions can be 
made to Dallas Weekday School of 
the Bible (www.weekdaybible.com) 
in her honor.

November Restaurant Inspections 
Editor’s Note: Polk County Health 

Department conducts a bi-annual, 
unannounced inspection of licensed 
restaurants. The establishments 
receive an overall grade on food 
temperatures, food preparation prac-
tices, worker hygiene, dish washing 
and sanitizing and equipment and 
facility cleanliness. The restaurants 
are scored on a 100-point scale. 
They receive a 5-point deduction 
for priority violation and a 3-point 
deduction for priority foundation 
violations. Deductions are doubled if 
recorded on consecutive inspections. 
Restaurants are compliant if they 
receive a score of 70 or higher. They 
must be reinspected within 30 days 
if they receive a score below 70 or 
face closure or other administrative 
action. Restaurants display a plac-
ard by the entrance that indicates 
passing or failing their most recent 
inspection.

Chipotle Mexican Grill
1060 Wallace Road NW, West 

Salem
Inspection Date: Nov. 26
Score: 100

Gyropoulos
1233 Riverbend Road NW, West 

Salem
Inspection Date: Nov. 26
Score: 100

Get Some Aloha, LLC
1233 Riverbend Road NW, West 

Salem
Inspection Date: Nov. 26
Score: 100

Eddy’s Phillys #1
1233 Riverbend Road NW, West 

Salem
Inspection Date: Nov. 26
Score: 87
- A handwashing sink is not acces-

sible for employee use at all times, 
is used for purposes other than hand-
washing or is not operated properly, 
specifically the handwashing sink is 
blocked with vent hood grates.

- Potentially hazardous food is 
improperly reheated for hot holding, 
specifically queso that has been 
reheating in the warmer for more 
than two hours is 127F.

- Potentially hazardous food is 
not maintained at proper hot or cold 
holding temperatures, specifically 
cooked onions are hot holding at 
127F. An operator states they were 
prepared two hours prior.

Tin Roof Bistro by Street Sweets
1233 Riverbend Road NW, West 

Salem
Inspection Date: Nov. 26
Score: 100

Northwest Senior and Disability 
Services

817 Church St., Dallas
Inspection Date: Nov. 26
Score: 97 - Hand towels or a hand 

drying device is not provided at the 
handwashing sink, specifically paper 
towels not provided at handwashing 
sink.

Momiji Sushi Bar & Restaurant
1211 NW Edgewater St., West 

Salem
Inspection Date: Nov. 26

Score: 87
- Food employees eat, drink or use 

tobacco in unapproved areas or use 
an inappropriate beverage container 
for drinking, specifically an operator 
is observed eating in the food prep 
area. An employee beverage in the 
food prep area is uncovered without 
a straw.

- Potentially hazardous food is 
not maintained at proper hot or cold 
holding temperatures, specifically 
tempura batter sitting in ice next to 
the fryer is 58F. The operator states 
it has been out for 30 minutes.

- The use of time as a pub-
lic health control is not properly 
applied, specifically rice time 
marked at 5 p.m. yesterday for time 
as a public health control has been 
held at room temperature overnight, 
and has been put into a rice dis-
penser for today’s service.

Washington St. Catering Kitchen
125 SW Washington St., Dallas
Inspection Date: Nov. 25
Score: 95 - Raw or ready-to-eat 

food is not properly protected from 
cross contamination, specifically: 
raw beef over raw celery in the walk 
in fridge.

Carnitas Delicias Michoacán
955 Main St., Dallas
Inspection Date: Nov. 25
Score: 95 - Potentially hazardous 

food is not maintained at proper 
hot or cold holding temperatures, 
specifically cooked fajita veggies are 
hotholding at 109F stove. operator 
states these were made 10 minutes 
ago.

Best Western Food Service
250 Orchard Dr., Dallas
Inspection Date: Nov. 25
Score: 95 - Incorrect methods are 

used to cool potentially hazardous 
foods, specifically a container of 
gravy 4-inches deep has been cool-
ing for 1 ½ to 2 hours at room tem-
perature. Gravy is 135F.

El Pique Mobile 2
289 E Ellendale 401, Dallas
Inspection Date: Nov. 18
Score: 100

Love Love Teriyaki & Sushi
433 Main St., Dallas
Inspection Date: Nov. 18
Score: 95 - Raw or ready-to-eat 

food is not properly protected from 
cross contamination, specifically 
a box of raw eggs is sitting above 
sushi ginger in the walk-in fridge.

Dallas Cinema
166 SE Mill St., Dallas
Inspection Date: Nov. 13
Score: 100

Rich & Thick Bakery
154 S Main St., Independence
Inspection Date: Nov. 13
Score: 100

First Call Meals, LLC
154 S Main St., Independence
Inspection Date: Nov. 13
Score: 100

Arthur’s Icebox
154 S Main St., Independence
Inspection Date: Nov. 13
Score: 100

Vianney’s Tamales
662 S 13th St., Independence
Inspection Date: Nov. 12
Score: 100

Brooks & Terry’s Espresso
1407 Monmouth Independence
Inspection Date: Nov. 12
Score: 100

Sing Fay
198 W Main St., Monmouth
Inspection Date: Nov. 10
Score: 90
- Raw or ready-to-eat food is not 

properly protected from cross con-
tamination, specifically raw animal 
foods (chicken and beef) are stored 
above kegs and sauce in the walk-in 
cooler.

- Potentially hazardous food is 
not maintained at proper hot or cold 
holding temperatures, specifically 
containers of cut vegetables are out 
at 56F. A container of raw liquid egg 
is sitting out at 62F. The operator 
states both were out for 25 minutes.

Ring of Fire Frozen Treats
1124 Edgewater NW., West Salem
Inspection Date: Nov. 4
Score: 100

Westside Taphouse And Growler 
Fill

1594 Edgewater St. NW Ste 110, 
West Salem

Inspection Date: Nov. 3
Score: 100

Petition against Oregon transportation
law pauses gas tax and fee hikes

MIA LALDONADO
Oregon Capital Chronicle 

With a transportation fund-
ing referendum likely headed to 
Oregon voters in November 2026 
and a short legislative session 
approaching, it’s unclear if and 
how Republicans and Democrats 
can compromise on a sustainable 

plan to fund road maintenance and 
operations. 

House Bill 3991, which Gov. 
Tina Kotek signed into law on 
Nov. 7 after a special legislative 
session, was expected to raise 
$4.8 billion for the transportation 
department over the next decade. 
But the agency’s new revenue 
streams under the law — sched-
uled to take effect at the beginning 
of 2026 — were paused when 
opponents submitted almost 
200,000 signatures to the Oregon 
Secretary of State with the goal to 
give voters the chance to overturn 
the law.

Without access to new reve-
nue, the Oregon Department of 
Transportation once again faces a 
significant funding gap that could 
result in layoffs and reduced ser-
vices — even as transportation 
crews respond to rain-caused land-
slides alongside Highway 229 near 
the Oregon Coast and as mountain 
passes across the state remain 
closed or congested because of 
downed trees and power lines. 

“Oregonians have exercised 
their ability to challenge actions 
taken by the legislature, and the 
governor respects the outcome 
of that process,” Kotek press 

secretary Roxy Mayer told the 
Capital Chronicle. 

Republicans must work with 
Democrats now to find a different 
solution, Mayer said. 

“The governor’s guiding prin-
ciple is to avoid, as much as pos-
sible, immediate service cuts that 
will impact Oregonians,” Mayer 
said. 

What fees and taxes are on 
pause? 

Increases to vehicle registration 
and title fees, a 6-cent gas tax 
hike and a temporary doubling 
of the payroll tax used for public 
transit from 0.1% to 0.2% of a 

worker’s paycheck were set to 
take effect at the start of the year. 
Petitioners with No Tax Oregon 
paused those scheduled tax and 
fee hikes by turning in their signa-
tures last week.

The fee and tax hikes will 
remain paused unless the state’s 
elections division finds there were 
not enough valid signatures. The 
office has until Jan. 29 to verify 
the signatures. Otherwise, the 
hikes will remain paused pending 
a statewide vote in November 
2026. 
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Repealing the con-
troversial bill could 
deprive Republi-
cans of a powerful 
campaign issue in 
an election year.

NIGEL JAQUISS
Oregon Journalism 

Project

At politically oriented 
holiday parties all over the 
state, the hot topic is what 
Democrats will do in the 
face of a remarkably suc-
cessful Republican effort to 
refer a gas tax increase to 
the November 2026 ballot 
that lawmakers passed in 
September.

The option that’s getting 
the most serious consider-
ation, according to numerous 
Democrats speaking on 
background: repealing all 
or parts of House Bill 3991 
in next year’s legislative 
session.

“My recommendation 
has been to just take the 
pain early and repeal it 
in February,” says one 
Democratic lawmaker, 
speaking on condition of 
anonymity.

By now, many Oregonians 
know that one of the 
Legislature’s top priori-
ties for 2025, bailing out 
the financially troubled 
Oregon Department of 
Transportation, turned into a 
slow-motion train wreck and 
fueled a populist rebellion.

The original funding bill, 
the result of more than a 
year’s worth of meetings 
around the state, emerged 
relatively late in the reg-
ular session. Even after 
Democratic leaders offered 
slimmed-down versions of 
the bill, they could not find 
the support to pass it.

That failure threatened 
layoffs at the agency and 
led Gov. Tina Kotek to call 
a special session in late 
summer to pass an even 
narrower package: a 6-cent-
per-gallon gas tax increase; 
a doubling of some vehicle 
registration fees; and a dou-
bling of a payroll tax to fund 
public transit—but only for 
two years.

In passing the more 
modest bill, Democrats 
neutralized groups critical 
of more expensive versions 
of the bill that have paid to 
fund a referral. But critics 
of the bill, led by Senate 
Minority Leader Bruce Starr 
(R-Dundee), state Rep. Ed 
Diehl (R-Scio), and Jason 
Williams of the Taxpayer 
Association of Oregon, 
mounted a guerrilla cam-
paign to refer the gas tax 
increase.

Last week, their group, No 
Tax Oregon, delivered the 
latest blow to Democrats’ 
plans for ODOT when they 
turned in just shy of 194,000 
signatures—wrapped like 
Christmas presents and 
delivered by horse-drawn 
wagons—to Secretary of 
State Tobias Read’s office.

The ability of the anti-tax 
opposition to House Bill 
3991 to gather so many 
signatures so quickly—and 
with virtually no funding—
surprised many lawmakers 
as well as political insiders.

“I was flabbergasted,” 
says political pollster John 
Horvick of DHM Research, 
who has no stake in the 
issue.

The anti-tax group’s suc-
cess has convinced many 
Democrats the referral 
would not only pass easily—
killing the tax increase—but 
that it would also give 
Republicans a powerful tool 
to use against legislative 
Democrats in contested dis-
tricts and against Gov. Kotek 
as she seeks reelection in 
2026.

Democrats told OJP that 
in view of the success in 
signature gathering, they see 
three options: 

• Take the loss earlier. 
That could mean moving the 
gas tax referral to the ballot 
in May rather than allowing 
it to go on the November 
ballot.

• Take the loss on sched-
ule. If Democrats do noth-
ing, that allows Republicans 
to capitalize on the unpopu-
lar tax in campaign messag-
ing for the next 11 months.

• Repeal all or parts of 
HB 3991 in the short session 
that begins Feb. 4.

Several Democratic law-
makers and political consul-
tants say the third option—
repeal—makes sense both 
practically and politically.

The practical consider-
ation is that, by gathering 
signatures far in excess of 
the threshold required to 
qualify for the ballot (78,116 
valid signatures), No Tax 
Oregon put the gas tax and 
other increases on hold 
until the matter is decided. 
(Otherwise, the increases 
would have gone into effect 
Jan. 1, 2026.)

If Democrats are going 
to lose on that question 
in November, the think-
ing goes, why not start in 
February to figure out a 
solution for ODOT that 
Republicans will accept?

The political question is 
more nuanced. Absent the 
gas tax issue, Democrats 
could capitalize in 2026 
on widespread dislike of 
the GOP’s standard-bearer, 
President Donald Trump. 
History shows that midterm 
elections typically favor the 
party that lost the presiden-
tial election. The unpopu-
larity of the gas tax increase 
threatens that Democratic 
advantage.

Kotek waited to sign HB 
3991 for nearly the max-
imum time allowed after 
lawmakers passed it. That 
tactic shortened the window 
for her opponents to gather 
signatures. It didn’t work. 
Now, Kotek says she wants 
to cooperate with critics to 
find a solution for ODOT.

“The governor is commit-
ted to working with lawmak-
ers of both parties, ODOT 
leadership, stakeholders, and 
local leaders to find a path 
forward,” her spokeswoman 
Roxy Mayer says. “Her 
guiding principle is to avoid, 
as much as possible, imme-
diate service cuts that will 
impact Oregonians.”

Mayer declined to com-
ment on which Democratic 
strategy—including a repeal 
of HB 3991—Kotek favors.

Senate President Rob 
Wagner (D-Lake Oswego) 
and House Speaker Julie 
Fahey (D-Eugene) were sim-
ilarly noncommittal.

“We are considering sev-
eral options for moving for-
ward—as always, any leg-
islator who shares that goal 
and is willing to work in 
good faith has a seat at that 
table,” Fahey says, adding, 
“The Republican politicians 
behind the referral effort 

don’t have a backup plan, 
and the transportation needs 
facing every corner of the 
state won’t fix themselves.”

Wagner highlighted 
the challenges the signa-
ture-gathering poses for 
motorists. “Our focus right 
now is on ensuring the basic 
safety and maintenance of 
our roads now that emer-
gency funding is on hold,” 
he says. “We are ready to 
work with the governor’s 
office, ODOT, and our local 
partners to manage this situ-
ation through the upcoming 
legislative session.”

Pollster Horvick says the 
nearly 200,000 signatures 
gathered put Democrats in a 
tough spot.

“If you assume the refer-
ral is going to pass—and 
pass overwhelmingly—it 
makes more sense to take 
the pain sooner than later,” 
he says. “Still, it’s not a 
great look for Democrats, 
and it would look a little 
weird for the governor to 
sign a repeal after calling a 
special session.”

Diehl, one of the leaders 
of the repeal campaign, says 
he’s heard secondhand that 
Democrats may seek to frus-
trate his group’s path to the 
November ballot. A repeal 

of the measure, of course, 
would be a victory of sorts. 
But Diehl says he’d need to 
see the details.

For one thing, HB 3991 
included a number of non-
tax items, including the 
resolution of a long-running 
dispute between truckers and 
the state over the apportion-
ment of road-user charges. 
“There are some parts of the 
bill I like,” Diehl says.

Extreme weather over the 
past week caused flooding 
and landslides in parts of 
the state. That led some 
Republicans to call for emer-
gency funding for ODOT, 
even as the referral freezes 
new money; Democrats said 
the recent damage to state 
highways and roads points 
to the need for HB 3991 
funding.

Diehl says he hopes the 
disagreement will lead to a 
more thorough examination 
of how ODOT operates. 
He remains convinced the 
agency is poorly run and 
could prioritize its spending 
much more efficiently.

“We’ve got to put main-
tenance and safety first,” 
he says. “This is our one 
chance to really hold an 
agency accountable.”

Confronted by a Grassroots Backlash, Democrats 
Consider Repealing Unpopular Gas Tax Hike

PHOTO COURTESY OF REP. ED DIEHL
No Tax Oregon delivered nearly 194,000 signatures—wrapped like Christmas presents and delivered 
by horse-drawn wagons—to Secretary of State Tobias Read’s office. 



� POLK COUNTY ITEMIZER OBSERVER • DECEMBER 31, 2025  A5

PUBLIC RECORDS
Information for the report 

comes from law enforcement 
agencies. Not all calls for 
service are included. The 
status of arrests reported may 
change after further investi-
gation. Individuals arrested 
or suspected of crimes are 
considered innocent until 
proven guilty. 

Independence Police 
Department

Thursday, Dec. 18
At 5:05 p.m., a report of 

a vehicle versus pedestrian 
accident on Marigold Drive. 
The driver stopped and 
checked on the pedestrian 
who had minor injuries to her 
leg. She went to West Valley 
Hospital. She and the driver 
swapped information.

Friday, Dec. 19
Officers responding to a 

report of an open front door 
to a house in the 200 block 
of C Street were met by a 
person that resides there who 
reported recent instances of 
domestic violence. The vic-
tim had been struck in the 
face by Michale Steifer and 
reported two instances where 
their phone had been taken 
away by Steifer when calls to 
911 were attempted. Steifer 
was located and placed into 
custody for assault 4 - mis-
demeanor and two counts of 
interference with making a 
report.

Saturday, Dec. 20
At 1 a.m., an officer 

observed a vehicle traveling 
westbound on Monmouth 
Street at 94 mph in a 30-mph 
zone. The officer attempted 
to initiate a traffic stop, but 
the driver continued on at a 
high rate of speed. The vehi-
cle crashed into a light pole 
in the 1300 block of Main 
Street. The driver Chandler 
Cross, who was uninjured, 
was taken into custody for 
reckless driving. After resist-
ing, she was placed in the 
back of the patrol car where 
the officer realized she was 
intoxicated. She refused 
a field sobriety test and a 
blood draw was taken at West 
Valley Hospital via a granted 
warrant. Cross was charged 
with driving under the influ-
ence of an intoxicant, reckless 
driving and resisting arrest.

An officer on traffic patrol 
noticed a vehicle going 51 
mph in a 35-mph zone on 
Hoffman Road. After the offi-
cer initiated the traffic stop 
at Gun Club Road, the driver 
stepped out of the vehicle 
and started yelling. Due to 
slurred speech, watery eyes, 
angry demeanor and trouble 
following instructions the 
officer suspected the driver, 
Robin Gehrts, was under 
the influence of intoxicants. 
Standard Field Sobriety Tests 
were initiated but quickly 
abandoned due to concerns 
for Gehrts’ safety as Gehrt 
was unsteady on her feet and 
then couldn’t stay awake to 
provide a breath sample so 
a blood draw was completed 
at the hospital. Gehrts’ pas-
senger was slumped over in 
the passenger seat and was 
transported home. Gehrts was 
charged with reckless endan-
gering and driving under the 
influence of an intoxicant.

At 10:03 p.m., an officer 
took custody of a bike found 
on Third Street.

Sunday, Dec. 21
At 4:19 p.m., officers 

responded to a report of sus-
picious activity on Adams 
Street. A group of peddlers 
without a license were 
warned and educated on a 
peddler’s license.

At 7:05 p.m., officers 
investigated a report of 
screaming heard on Deann 
Drive. Nothing was found. 

 
Monday, Dec. 22
At 3:48 a.m., a 911 call 

was placed to report a phys-
ical domestic disturbance in 
the 600 block of Arbor Court. 

The victim and Ricardo 
Mexica were arguing about 
relationship issues when 
Mexica began destroying 
items around the house and 
bit the victim during the 
struggle. He was taken into 
custody without incident and 
charged with assault 4.

At 12:33 p.m., officers 
investigated a report of an 
intoxicated motorist on Main 
Street. They found no signs 
of impairment upon contact 
with the driver, other than his 
poor health.

At 2:20 p.m., a report of 
the theft of 80 oxycodone and 
11 lorazepam stolen from a 
location on Monmouth Street. 
This is no viable suspect 
information at this time.

At 4:26 p.m., Independence 
Police received a fraud report 
that had already been reported 
to another agency.

Tuesday, Dec. 23
At 10:09 a.m., an RV 

reported missing was found 
on Polk Street. DNA swabs 
were taken and the owner’s 
brother cleared out some per-
sonal property.

At 11:47 a.m., police 
investigated a driving com-
plaint. The driver’s vehicle 
was found at his house on 
Monmouth Street. The driver 
was fine.

 

Polk County 
Sheriff’s Office

Wednesday, Dec. 17
At 1:27 a.m.,  deputies 

assisted with a downed tree 
on Highway 51. A motor-
ist hit some low-hanging 
branches prior to deputies’ 
arrival. The vehicle was not 
driveable and the driver was 
in the process of arranging 
his own tow. The windshield 
had heavy damage, and there 
were still branches in the 
grill of the vehicle. Deputies 
assisted polk fire with tree 
cleanup. 

At 1:46 a.m., a deputy 
found the bottom bolt of a 
stop sign on Highway 22 was 
gone causing it to blow in 
the wind. There was still a 
secondary stop sign in place 
as well as a flashing red light 
that is still working. 

At 4:12 a.m., deputies 
responded to a report of work 
trucks vandalized on Salen 
Dallas Highway. The report-
ing party explained that a 
disgruntled ex-employee, who 
was upset over a possible fee, 
was the suspect. Two wind-
shields were damaged, and 
two of the trucks were miss-
ing their ignition keys. The 
deputies developed possible 
charges of  criminal mischief 
1 and theft 2.

At 5:27 a.m., a motor-
ist reported being hit by a 
tree on Perrydale Road. A 
responding deputy found 
the motorist’s vehicle had 
a smashed window, broken 
head lights, and light damage 
to the front hood. The driver 
was told to fill out a DMV 
crash form within 72 hours.

At 7:08 a.m., a subject 
flagged down a deputy to 
report finding an open door 
at the Dallas Cinema on Mill 
Street. The deputy, with help 
from Dallas Police, cleared 
and secured the building.

At 7:11 a.m., a motorist 
on Highway 22 was cited for 
speeding 72 mph in a 55-mph 
zone and was warned for no 
driver’s license and no proof 
of vehicle registration. 

At 7:41 a.m., a deputy 
came upon wires down in the 
WB lane of Rickreall Road. 
The deputy set up cones 
blocking it off, also set some 
flares down to slow traffic 
then notified Pacific Power. 

At 8:05 a.m., a report of a 
late crash on Suver Road. The 
vehicle was in a ditch with no 
occupants. There was a sticky 
note saying the vehicle will 
be towed. The deputy called 
the registered owner and con-
firmed she will be towing it 
on her own. 

At 8:55 a.m., a deputy 
attempted to move the tree 
branch out of Helmick Road 
then called Polk County 
Public Works and advised 
them. 

At 8:54 a.m., deputies 
helped the Yamhill County 
Sheriff’s Office investigate a 
report of a crash onto a prop-
erty on Hebo Road. The home 
owner reported he heard what 
sounded like gunshots. A dep-
uty helped clear the vehicle 
then helped clear a property 
to the east.

At 9:31 a.m., a report of 
a tree in the power lines 
blocking motorists in the road 
and power out on Mitchell 
Street. Deputies met with a 
Weyerhaeuser forester and 
they are clearing Berry Creek 
Road to create a detour for 
residents stuck behind the 
gate. 

At 11:25 a.m., a resident 
on Belvedere Street reported 
a vehicle parked in front of 
their house for the past two 
days. A deputy learned the 
owner was suspended at the 
felony level. Although she 
lived in Salem, she didn’t 
know how the car got to its 
current location and didn’t 
want to file a report.

At 1:03 p.m., a report of a 
male subject yelling on Falls 
City Road. The subject was 
yelling at his dogs that had 
gotten out to get back into a 
gated area.

At 3:27 p.m., a motorist on 
Pacific Highway was stopped 
after a driving complaint. 
While talking with the driver 
a deputy was able to gain 
probable cause to arrest the 
driver for DUII. The driver 
was transported to the jail 
where he blew a 0.26 BAC. 
He was charged with DUII 
and cited for driving while 
suspended and failure to 
install an ignition interlock 
device. He was lodged at 
Polk County Jail.

At 3:41 p.m., a report of a 
male attempting to get into 
a fiber optics building on 
Corvallis Road. A respond-
ing deputy found the subject 
had already left and no other 
signs of damage or entry into 
the building.

At 4:27 p.m., deputies 
responded to a three-vehi-
cle, head-on crash on Elkins 
Road. After talking with the 
drivers and another witness, 
the suspect vehicle involved 
had two occupants leave the 
scene. It was determined there 
was a slow line of cars due to 
elk being in a field. The sus-
pect vehicle passed a car on a 
double yellow and hit another 
vehicle head on. The deputy 
developed probable cause for 
Felony hit and run.

At 3:54 p.m., a resident on 
Ruben Boise Road reported 
a possible burglary to a shed 
on her property. Upon closer 
inspection, the wall was made 
of a very old, rotten particle 
board that appeared to have 
succumbed to the stormy 
weather. No entry was made 
into the shed, no pry marks, 
no signs of force. 

At 4:39 p.m., a subject 
turned in a wallet he found 
at Ritner Creek Bridge on 
Dec. 14. 

At 7:14 p.m., two 13-year 
old youths reported they 
were verbally and physically 
harassed by a stranger as they 
were walking along Perry 
Road.

 
Thursday, Dec. 18
At 6:31 a.m., a  motorist 

was stopped on Main Street 
in Dallas for no lights. The 
driver was cited driving while 
suspended - violation and 
driving uninsured. 

At 1:06 p.m., an anon-
ymous report of a vehicle 
parked on Burbank Road that 
could be a hazard. A respond-
ing deputy was unable to 
locate the vehicle. 

At 1:51 p.m., a motorist 
decided to attempt to traverse 
Palmer Road despite being 
warned by a Public Works 
employee that the water level 
on the road was much too 

high. Her car ended up half 
submerged and filled with 
water. A neighbor helped 
rescue the occupants. Falls 
City Road was shut down for 
a long period of time waiting 
for a tow truck capable of 
reaching the submerged car. 

At 6:23 p.m., a report of 
a tree down across Oakdale 
Road and blocking both lanes 
of travel. Public Works was 
called and cleared the scene.

At 7:01 p.m., a report of 
a single vehicle crash into a 
ditch on Barnhart Road. The 
driver said at the time of the 
crash he was traveling 50 
mph. A deputy cautioned him 
about driving at that speed on 
gravel in poor weather. 

At 7:53 p.m., Gabriel 
McCrae was arrested on 
Ellendale Avenue and charged 
with violating a restraining 
order, concealment of a 
weapon (brass knuckles), tres-
pass 2 and interference with 
making a report. 

Friday, Dec. 19
At 5:14 a.m., a resident 

on Rickreall Road reported 
he did not need fire/police 
response and was reporting 
information only that his 
house was flooded. 

At 7:16 a.m., while check-
ing flood waters, deputies 
encountered a house on Airlie 
Road surrounded by rushing 
floodwater. They contacted 
the homeowner who was 
inside and said he wasn’t 
worried about it as it was 
his opinion the water was 
dropping.

At 7:25 a.m., a deputy 
removed flooding debris from 
the roadway on Fishback 
Road.

At 7:45 a.m., deputies 
responded to the report of 
water rescue north of Balston 
Road. A motorist had driven 
past road closure signs and 
went through high water 
caused by the Yamhill River 
flooding into and through 
adjacent fields. His vehicle 
was swept off the road and 
out into the floodwaters. The 
driver exited the vehicle and 
got on top, but then jumped 
into the water to try and 
swim out. He was promptly 
swept downstream about 50 
yards where he was found 
by a drone, facedown and 
deceased in the water. 

At 10:06  a.m., a resident 
on Wallace Road reported 
his daughter’s headphones, 
valued at $150, were stolen 
while at a game at school. 
The headphones were pinging 
to an address in Polk County. 

At 12:36 p.m., a resident 
on McTimmonds Road 
reported someone broke into 
her van on the back end of 
the property, vandalized it 
and stole items from a shed, 
including five trail cameras. 

At 1:38 p.m., deputies 
investigated a residential bur-
glary alarm on Eagle Crest 
Road with the back glass 
door shattered. The house is 
currently listed for sale and 
had nothing in it to steal. A 
deputy got photos of two sus-
pects from a Ring Camera. 

At 6:16 p.m., a driving 
complaint of a vehicle driv-
ing erratically westbound on 
Highway 18 at milepost 24. A 
PCSO lieutenant stopped the 
vehicle due to poor driving. 
The driver said he lacked 
sleep and was headed to a 
medical appointment. 

At 6:07 p.m., a motorist 
reported another vehicle on 
Highway 99 driving errati-
cally and then slammed on 
the brakes so hard the com-
plainant had to swerve. The 
other driver then threw some-
thing at the complainant’s 
vehicle, causing a dent. The 
incident was referred to 
Oregon State Police.

Saturday, Dec. 20
At 12:24 a.m., a report of a 

cow on the road on Falls City 
Road. A responding deputy 
was unable to find the cow. 

At 12:41 a.m., while con-
ducting an area check at Fir 
Crest Cemetery, a deputy 

observed two leather couches 
that had been dumped along 
the northbound shoulder in 
the 7900 block of Fir Crest 
Road. 

At 8:28 a.m., a report of a 
loose calf near an intersection 
on Falls City Road. The dep-
uty did locate the probable 
owner out looking for the 
calf.  

At 10:54 a.m., a report of 
a loose dog found on Church 
Road. Photos were taken and 
the dog was lodged at the 
PCSO shelter. 

At 11:36 a.m., a report of 
a 1969 Chevy Camaro stolen 
on Gooseneck Road.

At 11:54 a.m., a resident 
on Salt Creek Road requested 
PCSO help her with getting 
some water, saying some 
trees had uprooted during 
the wind storm / atmospheric 
river and damaged her water 
lines. PCSO provided her 
with 10 gallons of water and 
she was very thankful. 

At 12:23 p.m., a report of  
a loose brown poodle in the 
area of Fernwood Court. A 
deputy drove through all the 
side streets and up/down the 
Fernwood and was unable to 
locate the dog.

At 3:56 p.m., a report of 
a wrong-way driver (black 
truck) heading eastbound on 
Highway 22 from milepost 
16. Deputies were unable to 
locate the vehicle.

At 11:49 p.m., deputies 
responded to a late domestic 
disturbance on Andy Riggs 
Road. A female subject was 
arrested and charged with 
unlawful use of a weapon, 
assault 4, menacing and 
harassment. 

Sunday, Dec. 21
At 11:10 a.m., a caller 

reported a deer had been 
struck by a vehicle and its 
back legs were broken, so 
he drug it off the road on 
Orchard Knob Road. A dep-
uty arrived and found the 
deer to be unable to walk due 
to the apparent broken legs. 
The deer was dispatched.

At 2:55 p.m., a dealer at 
the Coin and Stamp show 
reported that a male sub-
ject stole one ounce of gold 
from him the previous day. 
The dealer provided the 
approximate time that the 
theft happened as well as 
suspect description. The dep-
uty checked video and local 
pawn shops for any gold 
transactions.

At 3:42 p.m., a report 
of a tow truck stuck in the 
mud near the 1400 block of 
Perrydale Road. 

At 7:05 p.m., a report 
that screaming was heard on 
Deann Drive. Deputies were 
unable to find anything.

At 7:37 p.m., a deputy 
stopped a motorist for speed-
ing 73 mph in a 55-mph 
zone. The driver was cited 
for driving while suspended 
- violation, and was warned 
for the speeding and failure to 
maintain lane.

Monday, Dec. 22
At 2:07 a.m., a motorist 

on Highway 22 was cited for 
speeding 78 mph in a 55-mph 
zone.

At 3:48 a.m., a male sub-
ject on Arbor Court was 
arrested and charged with 
assault 4.

At 4:20 a.m.,  Polk County 
Fire called for law enforce-
ment because they needed to 
force entry into a house on 
Edwards Road on a medical 
alarm. They had already 
gotten inside when a deputy 
arrived and did not need any 
help.

At 10:49 a.m., a motorist 
on Highway 99 near milepost 
52 was cited for speeding 82 
mph in a 55-mph zone.

At 11:12 a.m., a deputy 
in Falls City witnessed a 
vehicle pull out of the gas 
station without first making a 
full stop. After stopping the 
vehicle, the deputy learned 
the driver, Robert Mason, did 
not have a license but was 
arrested on two outstanding 

warrants out of Polk and 
Marion counties. He was 
transported to Polk County 
Jail.

At 12:30 p.m., a female 
subject reported that a male 
subject transferred $4,900 to 
her deceased father’s account 
and stole a laptop and VR 
headset.

At 5:01 p.m., a deputy 
came up on a rollover com-
mercial truck crash just after 
it happened on Liberty Street. 
It was a non-injury accident 
that blocked one lane. The 
deputy held the scene until 
Salem Police arrived.

At 5:21 p.m., a deputy 
helped sit on an inmate at 
Salem Hospital Emergency 
Department until two jail dep-
uties could arrive on scene.

At 7:33 p.m., a report that 
someone heard 40-80 shots 
fired near Anderson Road. 
Deputies were unable to 
locate anyone firing weapons.

At 8:50 p.m., a report of an 
armed robbery on Main Street 
in Dallas. Unknown suspect 
at this time.

Tuesday, Dec. 23
At 2:33 a.m., deputies, 

performing an area check 
on Glen Creek Road, helped 
de-escalate a verbal dispute. 
A third subject was found 
sleeping in his van. The dep-
uties verbally warned all for 
trespassing. 

At 9:57 a.m., a gun rights 
activist, who was supposed 
to have a meeting with the 
sheriff at his office in Dallas, 
came into the lobby with a 
pistol on his hip, disregarding 
the sign. He made it clear he 
intentionally disregarded the 
sign/law. He and the sheriff 
had a conversation about pos-
session of firearms in public 
buildings or court facilities 
being a clear violation. The 
case was forwarded to the 
district attorney’s office.

At 11:05 a.m., a report of 
a male subject with ongoing 
mental health crisis was on 
a directors hold on mistletoe 
road. Deputies spoke to the 
subject, who was insistent 
on calling himself Lucifer 
and was speaking “for 
God”. They took him into 
custody on the director’s 
hold and transported him to 
Salem Hospital Emergency 
Department. 

At 2:38 p.m., a male sub-
ject came into PCSO to col-
lect his wallet and was on the 
phone with non-emergency 
services when he arrived. The 
male collected his wallet and 
left. 

At 2:38 p.m., a report of 
a block of wood in the road 
near Highway 22 and Butler 
Hill Road in the eastbound 
lane. A deputy searched the 
area and saw just east of the 
intersection a 4x4 piece of 
wood in the ditch near the 
east bound lane. 

At 5 p.m., a report of a 
utility trailer dumped on 
Gardner Road. A deputy 
found no plate or identifying 
info on the trailer or the tow 
hitch and tagged the trailer 
for 24 abandoned tow.

At 6:16 p.m., deputies 
responded to a possible armed 
robbery on Wallace Road. 
The victim was contacted at 
Salem Hospital with a lacera-
tion from a knife to the right 
hand. It was determined that 
the assault/attempted kid-
napping occurred on Wallace 
Road. A deputy took an initial 
statement from the victim and 
notified Oregon State Police. 
At the time of the report, no 
suspect information had been 
obtained.

At 6:51 p.m., a male sub-
ject called about a group of 
other teens threatening him 
and grabbing him on Prospect 
Street in Falls City. A deputy 
identified the main aggressor 
in the other group as David 
Fournier, who was cited for 
harassment. 

At 10:04 p.m., a report of 
a silent alarm on Fort Hill 
Road. While a deputy was 
enroute, there was an autho-
rized cancellation. 
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Commentary

NEWS & VIEWS

Special Moments: 
When You’re Gone
By GARY DEROWITSCH

Loss is something each and every person experiences at some point in their life.  As a very young boy I had a fear of my 
mom dying. There were times I would sob and cry uncontrollably. My mom would comfort me as I begged her to never die. 
Of course she reassured me that she wasn’t going to die, at least not in the near future. 

She did however share with me the truth that everyone must die some day. Being able to push my fear out into the future 
helped at least for the moment but there would be many more days I would find myself visiting that horrible monster again.

We all have found a friend, companion, loved one that we wish would never leave. The thought of them no longer being 
in our life causes a feeling of loss that is unbearable.  I’m sure you can think about who that might be for you and how dif-
ficult it would be if they moved away, or even worse, passed on. 

The pain we feel from such loss is gut wrenching. You cry and cry and cry and the pain just does not go away. There is 
really no way to describe it but it is an emotional feeling deep inside your stomach that won’t leave. The loss of someone 
we love is so severe that we even consider straying away from future relationships to avoid the pain all over again.

As I get older I often think of how I could have been a better person to those I love the most.  I have succeeded at times 
and failed at times. Yes, I would have done a lot of things differently if I could go back in time. Unfortunately that isn’t 
possible. The older and maybe wiser I get I’ve come to one very important conclusion. The only thing that really matters is 
how much we love others, especially those closest to us. Love covers a multitude of mistakes. In fact the Bible tells us… 
Proverbs 10:12, “Hatred stirreth up strifes: but love covereth all sins.”

I do have someone in mind at the time of this writing. No longer having them in my life would be unbearable. My heart 
would break and leave me paralyzed with pain, a condition I’m not sure I would ever heal from. There are no guarantees, 
nothing for sure except that we can all call on Jesus to save us and someday be united with him and our loved ones in 
Heaven

I pray my daughter and son will remember how much I love them. I hope they like me will take time to think back about 
all the times we shared together, and know beyond any doubt that I their dad love them eternally and unconditionally, that 
I’ve prayed for them night and day, that God would send his Angels to surround and protect them and bring them joy and 
happiness.

Someday the loss will come for each and every one of us. Do your best to love one another  now before they are gone. 
That is the only remedy I know of that will heal a broken heart. 

Gary Derowitsch retired from the Post Office in Monmouth after 33 years. He still lives in Monmouth.
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Are you signed up for emergency 
alerts from your local government?

Yes - 46.7%

Weekly Online Poll

No - 53.3%
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Don’t repeat the 
sins of the past

Some of our nation’s lead-
ers have over the past few 
years spoken very publicly 
and loudly, with derision and 
contempt, of vast swaths of 
humanity who have come to 
our shores mostly from places 
to the south of us, oftentimes 
south of the Equator. These 
various people tend to have 
darker skin, speak languages 
and eat foods that are for-
eign to many Americans of 
European descent. 

Based on what I know 
about the principles and ide-
als upon which our nation 
was founded, principles 
which are rooted to a signif-
icant degree in Christianity 
and Judaism, there are no 
people who are “garbage,” 
there are no places on this 
beautiful planet that are “hell-
holes” or “sh*t-holes.” There 
are no people who are all 
bad, just as there is no one, 
not individuals or groups, 
who are all good. We are 
all a mixed bag, all sinners: 
people, families, tribes, clans, 
and nations, who often miss 
the mark. 

The United States of 
America is wise to refuse 
entry to those whose intent is 
to violate our laws or, worse 
yet, engage in acts of racist, 
including anti-Semitic, hom-
icidal violence. Likewise, we 
would be wise to think long 
and hard before considering 
ourselves, even our nation, as 
superior to other countries or 
groups. 

It is exactly this kind of 
thinking that gave rise to all 
of the world’s genocides, 
including the ones visited 
upon the Jews. 

Never again!
Alan Hershman
Dallas

Geonengineering 
story belonged on 
conspiracy page

The Dec. 3 article enti-
tled “Cross-country authors 
team to tackle the dangers 
of geoengineering” treated 
conspiracy theories as news. 
The subject belonged only in 
a letter to the editor.

Miriam Forney
Monmouth

Remember 
sins and honor 
of Southern 
Confederates

I have heard renaming 
Kennedy Center to be trivial, 
juvenile, irrelevant, moronic, 
grotesque and illegal by those 
who often support initiatives 
of the current administration. 
No government building, 
highway, or ship should be 
named for a living person. In 
this case, the Congressional 
act could only be modified by 
Congress. A normal person 
would not consider beginning 
the process elsewhere.

I heard one comment 
saying the decision was 
consistent with the penchant 
to rename anything associ-
ated with the Confederacy. I 
always considered such initi-
atives as eruptions of mental 
illness. Here in Redmond, 
Oregon, I wrote a letter to the 
city council describing the 
woman prompting their action 
to ban the Confederate flag 
carried by a reenactor in the 
Veteran’s Day parade. 

I said, “The decision was 
prompted by an anonymous 
intellectually, emotionally, 
and thereby morally disabled 
woman. The creature indi-
cated its purity on this issue 
by gaining validation within 
a popular collective prestige 
formed by exhuming the rot-
ting or desiccated carcasses of 
racist expressions from prior 
generations.” 

I would consider the board 
of the Kennedy Center to 
have pursued equally spurious 
attributes seasoned with grov-
eling sycophancy.

Camaraderie and honor 
among our veterans form 
them into a Band of Brothers 
since founding of the country. 
John Kennedy was a hero in 
WW II and was assassinated 
while serving as President. 
During the Civil War only 
one in 15 Confederate sol-
diers were motivated by slav-
ery, but all sincerely opposed 
invasion of the southern 
states. All should be distinc-
tively revered.

Nolan Nelson 
Redmond

Special Memories: Christmas Santa Ornament 
By GARY DEROWITSCH

Christmas was always my 
favorite holiday.  

I was eight years old, and 
like each and every year at 
that time, I was very excited. 
It was always counting down 
from day one of December. 
It just couldn’t come fast 
enough and I remember the 
phrase “I just can’t wait” 
always harbored a place in 
my daily thinking. 

One particular December 
evening I remember sitting 
on the couch snuggled up 
in my pajamas, (the kind 
with feet) against the arm of 
the couch next to the living 
room window. Of course the 
Christmas Tree was centered 
right in front of the window 
so all who passed by outside 
could see and enjoy it in all 
its glory. 

That evening, I found the 
lights, ornaments and tin-
sel (we always used tinsel) 
almost magical. I was prone 
to getting migraine headaches 
and that evening I remember 
having a particularly bad 
one. Still, I found myself in a 
state of joy and wonderment 
staring at the tree and deco-
rations, and one ornament in 
particular.  

It was of Santa Claus with 
his bag of toys flung over his 
shoulder. He was made of 
tin and painted in very bright 
shiny colors – red clothing, 
a black belt and boots and 
a very white shining beard 
that seemed to actually glow. 
I stared, mesmerized by the 
Santa ornament and to this 
day I can still see him as if he 
were right in front of me. 

Unfortunately, as hard as 
I’ve tried to locate him in all 

the Christmas decorations 
handed down over the years, 
I have never been successful. 
Every year I visit Christmas 
stores and garage sales trying 
to find a replica of my Santa 
ornament. If I do see one, 
believe me I will know it. 

Why the Santa ornament 
was so influential I’m really 
not sure; but it was and seeing 
it always created that warm 
magical feeling of Christmas. 

One Christmas was extra 
special.

While on the subject of 
Christmas, one was very spe-
cial. It started with begging to 
open gifts on Christmas Eve 
with no luck so we had to get 
through the night. 

Of course we woke up 
around 4 a.m. and headed 
downstairs. Two gifts, one 
for myself and one for my 
brother, caught our attention. 

We unwrapped them and 
found flashlights.

Mine, as I recall, was 
bright red, and my brother’s 
was bright gold. (Same type 
of bright color as the Santa 
ornament).

I couldn’t tell you what 
other gifts we received that 
Christmas morning, but the 
flashlights were exceptionally 
special. It was the bright tin 
color of red and gold that 
sticks in my mind. It was 
amazing how two flashlights 
could be so much fun shining 
them all over the house. 

Maybe that was Mom’s 
way of keeping us from 
opening the other presents too 
soon.

Gary Derowitsch retired 
from the Post Office in 
Monmouth after 33 years. He 
still lives in Monmouth.

Weekly Online Poll

How are you feeling about 
the upcoming year?

Confident and positive - 14.8%

Optimistic but cautious - 37.0%

Pessimistic and not hopeful - 44.4%

I don’t know how to feel - 3.7%
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By LANCE MASTERSON
For the Itemizer-Observer

Head coach Chris Ludwick 
has seen the Dallas swim 
team nearly tripled in size in 
just three seasons.

The program opened the 
2025-26 campaign with 27 
swimmers, up from just 10 
swimmers two years ago, 
in what was Ludwick’s first 
season at the helm. Prior to 
his arrival, roster sizes had 
dipped to as low as four to 
six swimmers.

“This was about rebuilding 
numbers so we could actually 
compete,” Ludwick said of 
his initial steps. “I wanted to 
rebuild a program.”

Growth is translating into 
results. Dallas is 4-1 in dual 
meets this season. With one 
win coming against Class 6A 
McNary.

“It’s pretty impressive for 
a 5A team to beat a 6A team. 
But we did,” Ludwick said.

Of the 27 swimmers on the 
roster, four are experienced 
club swimmers, six have prior 
high school experience, and 
the remaining athletes are 
novices, many of whom are 
freshmen.

Recruiting efforts targeted 
incoming students directly 
during school registration 
events, where the coach 
said he actively encouraged 
students to try swimming. 
Several students who sparkle 
in other sports, such as state 
champion runner Amber 
Green, joined the team as a 
way to keep in shape during 
winter.

Swimming rewards depth 
as much as top-end finishes. 
Roster size, for example, has 
helped Silverton remain one 
of the conference’s elite for 
years. The Foxes are so deep 

they routinely enter two to 
three teams per relay event, 
while Dallas would struggle 
to field one relay squad.

“Even if you win an event, 
a team with more swimmers 
can score more points by 
placing third, fourth and 
fifth,” the coach said.

Not so this season. Dallas 
has been able to enter multi-
ple swimmers and, at times, 
relays per event. It’s been 
years since the Dragons had 
this luxury.

An expanded roster has 
also created postseason 
opportunities. Ludwick said 
the boys relay team has a 

legitimate chance to qualify 
for the state meet. Several 
individual swimmers are 
trending toward state qualify-
ing as well.

“In past years, we didn’t 
have any one ready for state,” 
he added. “This year, it’s 
looking really good for us.”

Gabe Decker, a four-year 
varsity swimmer and team 
captain, specializes in the 
breaststroke and freestyle. He 
has been a competitive swim-
mer for some 11 years, and 
competes year-round at the 
club level. He has also qual-
ified for club state champion 
meets.

For the Dragons, Decker 
swims the 50 freestyle, 100 
freestyle, and 100 breast-
stroke. His primary focus is 
on relays, however.

The Dallas boys are in 
contention to qualify for 
state in the 200 freestyle 
relay, with an outside chance 
at the 200 medley relay, 
Decker said.

“If we make it, it would 
be my first state relay,” he 
added.

The boys relay is also 
approaching a school record 
in the 200 freestyle relay, 
a mark Decker said is 
within reach with continued 
training.

“I think we’ll beat it,” he 
added.

Dallas swimmers as a 
whole are showing measur-
able improvements. Decker 
noted performance gains 
were evident between the 
opener and second meet, and 
have continued throughout 
the season.

“We won quite a few” of 
these events, Decker said. 
“Not all of them, but defi-
nitely more than we did in 
the past.” 

Early success has placed 
Dallas in what Ludwick 
described as the upper 
half of the Mid-Willamette 
Conference. The goal is for 

a finish as high as third at 
districts

Ludwick believes even 
more success is on the 
horizon.

“As long as we keep getting 
the numbers we need. Dallas 
is going to be a real competi-
tive team for years to come,” 
he added.

Previously, Ludwick 
coached club and high school 
swimmers in McMinnville. 
He also trained with a 
national group of Olympic-
level coaches through PEAK 
camps, which brought together 
top talent from the United 
States and abroad, including 
Mexico, Europe and Japan.

All 3 Buildings Now Open! | 503-428-8224

520 S Pacific Hwy W, Rickreall, OR 97371
503-428-8224

General Admission $1
Hours 9am - 3pm

Sat. Early Bird 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. $5.00 
Sun. Early Bird 6am - 9am - $5.00

The Polk Flea Market At  
The Polk County Fairgrounds

Sunday 
October 5

HUGE FLEA
MARKET

 

JANUARY 3 & 4
Serving Polk County 16 yrs

Furniture Upholstery
All types: for homes, offices, equipment. 

Also, repairs, RV cushions, slipcovers, 
High Quality since 1966

Winters Sewing
503-838-4999 or 503-375-9266
440 E. St • Independence, OR 97351

www.winterssewing.com

www.polkio.com
Sports
Quantity, quality present in 

improving Dallas swim team

PHOTO BY LANCE MASTERSON
Senior Gabe Decker, one of the leaders of 
the Dallas swim team, is also among the 
league’s best in his specialties of freestyle and 
breaststroke.

PHOTO BY LANCE MASTERSON
Chris Ludwick, now in his third season as coach of the Dallas swim team, 
has seen the roster nearly triple in his tenure.

OSAA 5A Football 
All-State

Dallas High School

First Team
Landon Holbrook, running 

back, senior; Israel Mabry, 
offensive lineman, senior; 
Hunter Rivers, linebacker, 
senior.

Second Team
Aidan Galusha, defensive 

line, junior; Chase Eriksen, 
defensive back, senior; Nicklas 
Schneider, kicker.

Third Team

Chase Ericksen, receiver/
tight end, senior; Asher Olliff, 
offensive lineman, junior.

Honorable Mention
Aidan Galusha, run-

ning back, junior; Landon 
Holbrook, kick returner, 
senior.

Prep Scoreboard (basketball)

Central High School
Dec. 21: Girls 44, Sprague 

48
Dec. 22: Boys 58, Thurston 

55
Dec. 22: Girls 36, Newberg 

50

Dec. 23: Boys 33, Nelson 
61

Perrydale High School
Dec. 22: Dufur 53, Girls 41
Dec. 22: Dufur 53, Boys 41

Falls City High School
Dec. 22: Boys 22, Triangle 

Lake 56
Dec. 22: Girls 22, Triangle 

Lake 62

Sports Calendar

Wrestling
Jan. 7 - Central at McKay 

Dual Meet, 6 p.m.

Girls Basketball
Jan. 8 - WVC at Perrydale, 

5:30 p.m.
Jan. 8 - Falls City at 

Chemawa, 5:30 p.m.
Jan. 9 - Central at 

Woodburn, 5:30  p.m.
Jan. 9 - Dallas at Lebanon, 

5:30 p.m.
Jan. 10 - Perrydale at Crane, 

4 p.m.
Jan. 12 - Perrydale at CS 

Lewis Academy, 5:30 p.m.
Jan. 13 - Central at Dallas, 

5:30 p.m.

Boys Basketball

Jan. 8 - WVC at Perrydale, 
7 p.m.

Jan. 8 - Falls City at 
Chemawa, 7 p.m.

Jan. 9 - Central at 
Woodburn, 7 p .m.

Jan. 9 - Dallas at Lebanon, 
7 p.m.

Jan. 10 - Perrydale at Crane, 
5:30 p.m.

Jan. 12 - Perrydale at CS 
Lewis Academy, 7 p.m.

Jan. 13 - Central at Dallas

Swimming
Jan. 13 - Central at Dallas
Dallas Aquatic Center, 4 

p.m.

Dragons named to All State

Polk IO is in print 
and online 24/7

polkio.com



A10  POLK COUNTY ITEMIZER OBSERVER • DECEMBER 31, 2025

Eola Hills hosts Yoga + Wine Jan. 1
Eola Hills Wine Cellars presents New 

Years Yoga + Wine, from 6-9 p.m. Jan. 1 at 
501 Highway 99 in Rickreall. Begin with a 
60 minute, all-levels yoga class in the barrel 
room led by Mikki Trowbridge, and then 
stay for a glass of wine to cheers to 2026. 
Suggested donation of $5-$10 per yogi 
for practice. For tickets, go to https://bit.
ly/4pd3XQB.

Signups open for annual Brockway 
Memorial Golf Tourney

The 23rd Annual Brockway Memorial 
(Open) Golf Tournament is Feb. 7 at 
Cross Creek Golf Course. The event will 
be a two-person scramble format over 18 
holes with a shotgun start at 8:30 a.m. 
Registration is $80 and includes green fees, 
hole prizes, gross/net prizes and snacks. A 
player does NOT need a handicap in order 
to compete in this tournament and the field 
is open to both men and women and mixed 
teams.

The tournament is dedicated to the mem-
ory of Marius “Brock” Brockway who 
passed away in 2013. A portion of the entry 
fees and pay ball will be donated to an 
organization or foundation that is research-
ing cures and cares for cancer patients.

The deadline for sign up is Jan. 30 and 
is limited to the first 120 paid players. For 
more information and/or an application visit 

or call the pro-shop at (503) 623-6666, go to 
the Cross Creek Facebook or website www.
crosscreekgc.com.

Polk County Democrats resume 
meetings in January

A reminder from the Polk County 
Democrats: In honor of the winter holidays, 
there will be no meetings during December. 
Join them when they return to our regular 
meeting schedule by Zoom on Jan. 8 and 
in-person for Talk About it Tuesday on Jan. 
20.

4-H hosts Arts & Sciences 
Discovery Day Jan. 10

Oregon 4-H Polk County presents Arts 
& Sciences Discovery Day from 9 a.m. 
- 1:30 p.m. Jan. 10 at the Polk County 
Fairgrounds. Youth can explore workshops 
in needle felting, LEGO builds, succulent 
gardens, glassworking, squishy circuits, 
foam sword combat, soldering, crocheting, 
painting ceramics, watercolor, calligraphy, 
song-writing, and more. Admission is $20 
per participant and $10 for enrolled Polk 
County 4-H youth. To sign up, go to https://
bit.ly/3XMZhpq.

DDA hosts Winter Bingo Jan. 13
The Dallas Downtown Association pre-

sents Winter Bingo, from 6-7:30 p.m. Jan. 
13 at Two Wolves Taproom at 171 SW 
Court St., Dallas. Registration is $15. Bring 

a pair of socks to support the Community 
Clothing Closet and The Kindness Club 
and get an extra blackout bingo card. Must 
be 21 or older to purchase bingo cards and 
claim prizes.

Monmouth Library hosts free 
computer class Jan. 13

Goodwill presents a free computer class 
“Computer Basics” from 1-2:30 p.m. at the 
Monmouth Public Library at 168 Ecols St. 
S. Learn how to Log in, personalize com-
puter settings, navigate applications, and 
manage files & folders. Includes hands-on 
practice. Build a strong foundation by learn-
ing the basics of computer use.

Book Club meets Jan. 14
The Get Lit! Book Club meets at 6 p.m. 

Jan. 14 at the Monmouth Public Library, 
168 Ecols St. S., to discuss the book “The 
Invisible Life of Addie Larue” by V.E. 
Schwab. 

Dance studio hosts All Ages Family 
Dance Jan. 16

The Lora Michele Dance Studio hosts an 
All Ages Family Dance, with Music by DJ 
Kdub, from 4-6 p.m. Jan. 16 at 939 S Main 
St., in Dallas. Admission is $5 per person 
or $25 for a family of five or more. Kids 
ages two and under, and support workers, 
get in free. For tickets, go to https://bit.
ly/48VZ1t1.

Dallas Event Center hosts Big Band 
Jazz Party Jan. 24

The Dallas Event Center and Lora 
Michele Dance Studio present a Big Band 
Party with Big Band Jazz Party, from 7-10 
p.m. Jan. 24 at 939 Main St., Dallas. Enjoy 
a fun evening of dancing, live jazz music, 
delicious food, and 1920s-inspired cos-
tumes. To purchase tickets, go to https://bit.
ly/48wFfpb.

Pajama Party Fundraiser returns 
Jan. 24

Benedetto Vineyards, Sable House and 
New Morning Bakery Dallas host a Pajama 
Party Fundraiser from 4-7 p.m. Jan. 24 
at 14020 Orchard Knob Road, Dallas. 
Grab your slippers and head to Benedetto 
Vineyards in support of this local, vital 
resource for domestic and sexual violence 
victims. Bring donations of new pajamas 
and personal hygiene items to be entered 
into the raffle. Fun games and activities 
await at this Slumber Party-themed event. 

Monmouth Library hosts Lego 
party Jan. 28

The Friends of the Monmouth Library 
present a Lego party and contest from 
3-4:30 p.m. at the Monmouth Public 
Library, 168 Ecols St. S., in Monmouth. 
Celebrate Lego’s birthday, build with our 
Legos, and create a spaceship to enter our 
Lego contest! For ages 5-18.

Community Briefs

WEDNESDAY, DEC. 31
8 a.m. - Yoga, Monmouth Senior 

Community Center
9 a.m. - Stretch Exercise, Monmouth 

Senior Community Center
10 a.m. - Stretch Exercise, Monmouth 

Senior Community Center
11 a.m. - Kid’s Noon Year’s Eve Party, 

Dallas Public Library, 950 Main St.
11 a.m. - Lunch w/Meals on Wheels, 

Monmouth Senior Community Center
11:45 a.m. - Better Together, Monmouth 

Senior Community Center
12 p.m. - Watch Repair & Knife 

Sharpening, Monmouth Senior Community 
Center

1 p.m. - Ten Minute Writing, Monmouth 
Senior Community Center

4 p.m - Connecting Loose Threads for 
Charity, Monmouth Senior Community 
Center

7:10 p.m. - Alcoholics Anonymous 
Newcomers Meeting, Trinity Lutheran 
Church, 320 SE Fir Villa Rd. Dallas, OR  

8 p.m. - Back to the 80s New Year’s Eve 
Party, Court Street Pub & Grub, 186 SW 
Court St, Dallas

THURSDAY, JAN. 1
Public libraries and senior centers closed 

for New Year’s Holiday
7 p.m. - Alcoholics Anonymous Back 

to Basics, Grace Baptist Church, 1855 E. 
Ellendale Ave., Dallas

FRIDAY, JAN. 2
8 a.m. - Yoga, Monmouth Senior 

Community Center
9 a.m. - Stretch exercise 1, Monmouth 

Senior Community Center
10 a.m. – Art Workshop/CardsTable 

Games/ 6 Handed Pinochle, Dallas Area 
Senior Center 

10 a.m. - Stretch Exercise 2/Drawing for 
Fun/Writer’s Workshop, Monmouth Senior 
Community Center

10 a.m. - Gardening Class, Dallas Area 
Senior Center

12 p.m. - Watch repair clinic, Dallas 
Area Senior Center

1 p.m. - Tai Chi with Chery/Art 
Afternoon & Sunshine Club, Monmouth 
Senior Community Center

1 p.m. - Medicare Plans, Dallas Area 
Senior Center

1:30 p.m. - Jewelry making, Monmouth 
Senior Community Center

1:30 p.m. - 10-Minute Writing, Dallas 
Area Senior Center

2 p.m. - Free English Second Language 
classes at the Dallas Library, 950 Main St.

2 p.m. - Family Bingo! Monmouth 
Public Library

4 p.m. - Youth Coding League, 
Independence Public Library, 175 
Monmouth St.

6 p.m. - Live Music: Johnny Wheels and 
the Swamp Donkeys, Elysium Botanicals 
Wines and Vineyard, 8175 Buena Vista 
Road, Independence

6:30 p.m. - Alcoholics Anonymous 
Friday Night Meeting, Salt Creek Baptist 
Church, Dallas

6:30 p.m. - Acoustic Music Jam, Guthrie 
Park, 4320 Kings Valley Highway S.

7:30 p.m. - Alcoholics Anonymous 
Speaker Meeting, Dallas Church, 450 SE 
Washington St.    

SATURDAY, JAN. 3
8:30 a.m. - Friends of the Senior Center 

Pancake Breakfast, Monmouth Senior 
Center, 180 S. Warren St.

6 p.m. - Live Music: The Roundhouse 
Band, Elysium Botanicals Wines and 
Vineyard, 8175 Buena Vista Road, 
Independence, $10 cover charge

7 p.m. - Alcoholics Anonymous Saturday 
Night Live, Faith Lutheran Church, 
200 Monmouth-Independence Highway, 
Monmouth

SUNDAY, JAN. 4
9 a.m. - Polk Flea Market, Polk County 

Fairgrounds, 520 S. Pacific Highway, 
Rickreall

1 p.m. - Live Music: Feel Good YaYas, 
Elysium Botanicals Wines and Vineyard, 
8175 Buena Vista Road, Independence

7 p.m. - Alcoholics Anonymous 
Monmouth Big Book Study, Faith Lutheran 

Church, 200 Monmouth-Independence 
Highway, Monmouth  

MONDAY, JAN. 5
7 a.m. - Alcoholics Anonymous Serenity 

at 7, Life Center Foursquare Church, 437 D 
St., Independence

8 a.m. - Yoga, Monmouth Senior 
Community Center

9 a.m. - Stretch Exercise, Monmouth 
Senior Community Center

10 a.m. - Rotating Pinochle/5-Crowns 
Game/Cards/Table Games, Dallas Area 
Senior Center

10 a.m. - Alzheimer’s Support Group, 
Dallas Public Library

10 a.m. - Stretch Exercise/Hand & Foot/
Cribbage/ASL Class, Monmouth Senior 
Community Center

11 a.m. - Lunch w/Meals On Wheels, 
Monmouth Senior Community Center

12 p.m. - Bridge, Dallas Area Senior 
Center

12 p.m. - Alcoholics Anonymous Noon 
Step Study, Grace Baptist Church, 1855 E 
Ellendale Ave., Dallas 

1 p.m. - Walking Group, Dallas Area 
Senior Center

1 p.m. - Tai Chi with Cheryl/Technology 
Help with Ian, Monmouth Senior 
Community Center

4 p.m. - Youth Coding League, 
Independence Public Library, 175 
Monmouth St.

4 pm - Karaoke, Dallas Area Senior 
Center

6 p.m. - Dallas City Council Work 
Session, City Hall, 187 SE Court St.

6:30 p.m. - New Horizons Orchestra, 
Monmouth Senior Community Center

7 p.m. - Independence Planning 
Commission meeting, City Hall, 555 S 
Main St.

7 p.m. - Dallas City Council meeting, 
City Hall, 187 SE Court St.

7:30 p.m.- Alcoholics Anonymous Old 
Guthrie Park, Guthrie Park Community 
Center

TUESDAY, JAN. 6
8 a.m. - Yoga, Monmouth Senior 

Community Center

9 a.m. - Wii Bowling, Monmouth Senior 
Community Center

10 a.m. - Cards/Table Games, Dallas 
Area Senior Center 

10:15 a.m. - Low Impact Exercise, 
Dallas Area Senior Center 

10:30 a.m. - Children’s Storytime, for 
ages 5 and under, Dallas Public Library, 
950 Main St. 

10:30 a.m. - Circle of Friends, Dallas 
Area Senior Center

10:30 a.m. - Family Storytime Reading 
Rainbow Party, for ages 3-5, Monmouth 
Public Library

11:10 a.m. - Low Impact Exercise, 
Dallas Area Senior Center 

12 p.m. - Pinochle, Monmouth Senior 
Community Center

1 p.m. - Bunko, Dallas Area Senior 
Center

6:30 p.m. - Community Dance Class, 
Monmouth Senior Community Center

6:30 p.m. - Monmouth City Council 
meeting, City Hall, 151 Main St. W.

7 p.m. - Alcoholics Anonymous Tuesday 
Grace, Grace Baptist Church, 1855 E 
Ellendale Ave., Dallas

WEDNESDAY, JAN. 7
8 a.m. - Yoga, Monmouth Senior 

Community Center
9 a.m. - Stretch Exercise, Monmouth 

Senior Community Center
10 a.m. - Tai Chi with John/Stretch 

Exercise, Monmouth Senior Community 
Center

11 a.m. - Lunch w/Meals on Wheels, 
Monmouth Senior Community Center

11:45 a.m. - Better Together, Monmouth 
Senior Community Center

12 p.m. - Watch Repair & Knife 
Sharpening, Monmouth Senior Community 
Center

1 p.m. - Ten Minute Writing, Monmouth 
Senior Community Center

4 p.m - Connecting Loose Threads for 
Charity, Monmouth Senior Community 
Center

7:10 p.m. - Alcoholics Anonymous 
Newcomers Meeting, Trinity Lutheran 
Church, 320 SE Fir Villa Rd. Dallas, OR
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system, and they found a way to 
have those dollars restored.”

He assured the commissioners 
Polk County has a very highly 
functioning victims advocate 
office, touting they have on staff 
bilingual employees that allows 
them to serve the community at 
an even higher level. 

Felton added more officers are 
needed throughout safety enforce-
ment agencies. In his own office, 

they don’t have an investigator 
and he could make the pitch to the 
budget committee that would be 
an overall savings. He’d also like 
the county to have a more robust 
medical examiner program.

“We’re a growing county with 
growing law enforcement and 
public safety needs. I’m sure I’m 
not the only department coming 
to you with such issues,” Felton 
said.

Commissioner Craig Pope 
wanted to dive deeper into the 
stats Felton presented. Starting 
with the 167 average referrals. He 
wanted to know if the trendline 

was, going up, down or remaining 
flat. While Felton didn’t have 
immediate access to a long-
range trend, he felt they were 
“consistent.” 

Pope explained he asked 
because he felt generally, peo-
ple love to live in Polk County 
because they feel safer, and per-
ceive their quality of life is better 
than surrounding counties. 

“But, we have to convert that 
feeling into a willingness to pay 
for it,” he said. 

He wanted Felton to get ahead 
of the conversation about the need 
to renew the county’s public safety 

levy, while realizing there is a 
limit to that generosity. He  also 
expressed the need for Felton to 
tout his success rate in court con-
victions while he’s out stumping 
for levy dollars. 

“I’d say to the public, what 
we’re doing is working. We think 
based on all these results, we 
should continue to practice what 
we’re doing,” Pope said, adding 
losing dollars would backslide the 
county into a less successful rate 
at deterring crimes. 

Felton concluded by saying 
there are some fundamental values 
in what his office is doing with 

public safety in Polk County. They 
have been in place since he took 
his job and they have been contin-
ued to be bolstered by having the 
public safety levy. 

“They’ve spent the approved 
funds on people who prosecute 
crimes, people who assist those 
people who prosecute crime, sher-
iff’s deputies who enforce those 
crimes … while intentionally not 
having a ‘do not prosecute list,’” 
Felton said. “We have done every-
thing we can to prosecute all of 
the crimes that have been brought 
to us in an ethical and responsible, 
and I believe, a thorough manner.” 

Safety
From Page A3
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40 Years Ago
Wednesday, Dec. 25, 1985

Police halt check 
scam

Dallas police apparently 
have broken up a scam that 
may have bilked at least seven 
local businesses over the past 
two months.

Patrick R. Boggs, 29, was 
arrested by Dallas police 
Friday on two counts of theft 
1, eight counts of theft 2, and 
an outstanding warrant from 
Lincoln County for failure 
to appear on a driving under 
the influence charge under 
the name of Patrick Deon 
Whittaker. The arrest follows 
a series of incidents that began 
in November and continued 
through this month, as well as 
one charge of theft from the 
Hong Kong Restaurant. 

Valsetz project still 
scheduled

Plans for a Valsetz 
hydro-electric project still 
call for an early spring start 
although engineering plans 
won’t meet the Tuesday, Dec. 
31 state deadline to qualify for 
tax credits.

The company is still looking 
at a late March start on build-
ing the power house and 8,500 
foot pipeline on the South Fork 
Silitz River. A February start is 
also possible. 

County Settles 
holiday issue; King 

Presidents Day 
dates set

A debate over the manner 
in which employees will 
observe the newly created 
Martin Luther Day Jr. holiday 
has sprung up throughout 
Oregon, and Polk County is no 
exception.

The Polk County Board 
of Commissioners decided 
Dec.18 to follow a prece-
dent established by the state 

Legislature which com-
bines the Washington and 
Lincoln holidays into a single 
Presidents Day and observes 
the King holiday.

50 Years Ago
Wednesday, Dec. 12, 1975

County is 
looking for 
committee 

participants
The Polk County 

Commissioners appointed 
Claudia Burton of West Salem 
to the Polk County Budget 
Committee Tuesday. Burton, 
a professor at Willamette 
University, was nominated by 
Commissioner Alan Miller.

The board also reappointed 
Dean Allen of Greenwood 
Road to the Polk County Fair 
Board for another term.

Hildebrand not 
to run again

Polk County Commissioner 
Henry Hildebrand announced 
Tuesday that he would not 
seek re-election in 1976 to the 
Board of Commissioners.

There had been specula-
tion that Hilderbrand would 
not seek a fourth term as 
county commissioner in the 
Republican primary in May, 
1976.

Many involved in 
production of 

school program
An excellent performance 

was given in the Falls City 
gym Monday night when the 
grade school held their annual 
Christmas program. The 
theme for the program was the 
Twelve Days of Christmas, and 
all did a fine job. All classes 
gave their own renditions of 
each day while the song was 
being sung. It was slightly 
different from the original but 
very unique and entertaining.
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50 years ago

Wednesday, Dec. 24, 1975

County looks to new 
street numbering

The Polk County 
Commissioners directed 
Ralph Blanchard to proceed 
on a county-wide street num-
bering project Tuesday. The 
system would expand on that 
started by Dallas around two 
years ago.

In a memorandum to the 
board from Frank Wyckoff, 
County Planning Director, 
Blanchard and Jim Panter, 
emergency services director, 
recommended the system and 
timing for implementing a 
county-wide numbering sys-
tem was explained.

The purpose of a consis-
tent county-wide numbering 
system would be to aid emer-
gency vehicles and provide 
the Post Office with a logical 
sequence.

Dallas trying to 
stop move

Dallas School District, rep-
resented by William Paulus, 
Salem attorney, presented a 
remonstrance Tuesday, Dec. 
16, to state hearings officer 
Glen Middleton.

The district hopes to pre-
vent Desert Seed Co., a cor-
porate farm, from transferring 
about 150 acres from Dallas 
to Central School District. 
The majority of Desert Seed’s 
land lies within Central dis-
trict boundaries. Dallas is 
appealing an earlier I.E.D. 
ruling to grant the change.

Lancers down Dragons 
in non-counter

A fair number of Dallas 
fans drove through fog 
Saturday night to Eugene and 
saw Bill Schaefers can 28 
points to lead his Churchill 
Lancers to a 70-62 verdict 
over the Dallas Dragons.

The loss was the fourth for 
Dallas in five non-league con-
tests. The Dragons one more 
“warm-up” (Sprague at Dallas 

Jan. 2) before the counters 
begin on Jan. 6 when Canby 
comes to town.

40 Years Ago 
Wednesday, Dec. 20, 1985

Fog, frost lead to 
Polk accidents

Morning fog and frost 
on roadways contributed 
to a number of accidents 
throughout the county this 
past week including one that 
left a Gaston man in critical 
condition. 

Maurice Kenneth Cooper, 
67, was listed in serious 
condition at Salem Memorial 
Hospital on Wednesday fol-
lowing an accident Saturday. 
The driver of the vehicle, 
Gary Norman Cooper, 24, 
Gaston, was treated for inju-
ries at Valley Community 
Hospital in Dallas and 
released Tuesday.

City giving bicycle 
ordinances a 
second look

Children are learning one 
thing in school about bicycle 
safety and the Dallas City 

Council is struggling to bring 
city regulations into line 
– maybe.

Youngsters are taught 
during classes on bicycle 
safety by the Dallas Police 
Department that using resi-
dential sidewalks is permis-
sible, even safer than the 
streets. However, a 1944 city 
ordinance prohibits riding 
bicycles on sidewalks in any 
area.

Crosswalks to be safer
After a visit Monday 

afternoon to Lyle Elementary 

School, Dallas City Council 
members voted Monday night 
to change crosswalks and 
parking, build an island and 
investigate warning lights to 
ensure the safety of school 
youngsters.

Lyle Principal Glen 
Sweet said he has been 
concerned for a long 
time over the buildup of 
traffic turning from West 
Ellendale Avenue onto 
Southwest Levens Street 
and past the school. 

PAGES
OF THE

PAST

FLASHBACK

This week’s Flashback is from Wednesday, Dec. 20, 1980: 
RINGING IN THE NEW YEAR – Polk County Sheriff’s 
Department staff got a shipment of new western style Stetson 
hats this week, as the effort to present a new, more localized 
image continues. The officers volunteered to purchase the 
hats and badges at their own expense. Pictured here wearing 
new hats and disposing of the old are (from left) Sheriff Steele, 
Sergeant Paul Burke and Sergeant Jeff Fisher. (File I-O photo.)

Polk IO is in print and online 24/7
polkio.com

Community
Achievement

■ Support Veteran Nonprofi ts.

■ Free Pickup & Towing.

■ Top Tax Deduction.

Donate Your Vehicle
Call (866) 695-9265 to donate 

your car, truck, boat, RV, 
and more today!

Donate Your Vehicle Today

866-695-9265
While we appreciate every donation, in some cases, we fi nd that we are unable to accept certain vehicles, watercraft, and/or 

recreational vehicles due to the prohibitive costs of acquisition. If you have any questions, please give us a call at (866) 695-9265.

www.veterancardonations.org/dnt20

Bob’s BASEBALL Tours
Sports Lover’s Tour

See an NHL & NBA game, visit Pro 
Football Hall of Fame and tour 

Lambeau Field & see 4 MLB games 
from April 8-16 

$2,800/person based on double 
hotel occupancy

Please call or text for FREE brochure 507-217-1326 or visit our website:  
www.bobsbaseballtours.com

Ultimate Baseball Tour 
See 7 MLB in 11 days including  
Yankee Stadium, Fenway Park & 
Wrigley Field. Also included: Pro 

Football and Baseball Halls of Fame 
and a day at the Little League  

World Series! 

August 11-21, 2025

Bob’s BASEBALL Tours
June 2-7, 2026

See MLB games in Minnesota, 
Milwaukee and both a day 
and night game at Wrigley 

Field in Chicago.

For free brochure, please call or text 507.217.1326
Bob’s Baseball Tours, LLC (24 years in business)

August 1-10, 2026
See games in Pittsburgh, Philadelphia, 

Baltimore, Boston & New York (Yankees and 
Mets). Free time at Niagara Falls and Baseball 
Hall of Fame in Cooperstown, NY. Sightseeing 

in Manhattan, Philadelphia & Baltimore.

Travel by deluxe motor coach • Each night in a quality hotel • Good game tickets!
Travelers are responsible 

for getting to starting
point of each tour

$1,700/person based on 
double hotel occupancy

Tour begins/ends at hotel near 
Minneapolis-St. Paul International Airport

$3,200/person based on double hotel occupancy

Tour begins at hotel near Newark Liberty International Airport
and ends near hotel by Pittsburgh International Airport

PCSO’s John Brown 
named state 

volunteer of the year
On Dec. 11, the Oregon 

State Sheriff’s Association 
recognized John Brown as 
its Volunteer of the Year.

Brown has been part of 
the Polk County Sheriff’s 
Office since 2014 as a 
SALT (Sheriff’s Auxiliary 
Law Enforcement Team) 
member. During his time 
with SALT, Brown has been 
instrumental in ensuring 
that the SALT team runs 
smoothly, the Sheriff’s 
Office booth gets staffed for 
the county fair each year, 
and updates were imple-
mented to the SALT train-
ing academy. 

Brown has provided 
the Sheriff’s Office with 
6,572 volunteer hours from 
2014-24, an average of 54 
hours per month for over a 
decade. 

“He assists with routine 
volunteer duties, as well as 
special assignments, with 
a consistency that we have 
come to know and love 
from him,” the PCSO wrote 
on their Facebook page. 
“John is solid and respected 
by not only members of 
our office, but also other 
agencies we work with and 
members of the public.”

Ryann Slegers makes 
Union University 

Dean’s List
Ryann Slegers, of West 

Salem, was one of 381 

students who were named 
to the Union University 
Dean’s List for the fall 
2025 semester.

The Dean’s List includes 
full-time students who 
achieve a 3.5 grade point 
average on a four-point 
scale. 

Asher Watson makes 
Belmont University’s 

Dean’s List
Asher Watson, of 

West Salem, was among 
over half of Belmont 
University’s undergraduate 
students named to the fall 
2025 semester Dean’s List. 
Approximately 55% of the 
University’s 6,934 under-
graduate students qualified 
this semester.

Dean’s List eligibility is 
based on a minimum course 
load of 12 hours and a 
quality grade point average 
of 3.5 with no grade below 
a C.

PCSO’s John Brown 
named state volunteer of 
the year

On Dec. 11, the Oregon 
State Sheriff’s Association 
recognized John Brown as 
its Volunteer of the Year.

Brown has been part of 
the Polk County Sheriff’s 
Office since 2014 as a 
SALT (Sheriff’s Auxiliary 
Law Enforcement Team) 
member. During his time 
with SALT, Brown has been 
instrumental in ensuring 
that the SALT team runs 
smoothly, the Sheriff’s 
Office booth gets staffed for 
the county fair each year, 
and updates were imple-
mented to the SALT train-
ing academy. 

Brown has provided 
the Sheriff’s Office with 
6,572 volunteer hours from 
2014-24, an average of 54 
hours per month for over a 
decade. 

“He assists with routine 
volunteer duties, as well as 
special assignments, with 
a consistency that we have 
come to know and love 
from him,” the PCSO wrote 
on their Facebook page. 
“John is solid and respected 
by not only members of 
our office, but also other 
agencies we work with and 
members of the public.”

John Brown was named State Volunteer of the 
Year by the Oregon State Sheriff’s Association. 

FLASHBACK

FILE I-O PHOTO
This week’s Flashback is from Wednesday, Dec. 25, 1975: SCOUTS – These six Cub Scouts of 
Dallas Pack 39, Den 2, got ready on Monday of this week to distribute food they collected for 
the Independence “mean on wheels” program. The Scouts distributed the food as a goodwill 
project for December and collected the canned and packaged goods by going door-to-door 
in Dallas. The food was delivered to the Senior Center in Independence. The Scouts are (from 
left) Troy Overstreet, Jeffrey Rood, Mike Daulton, Richard Androes, Scott Busselle and Arjay 
Flaherty. The program was organized by Sally Shefflield, Dee Spinna, Fran Flaherty and others. 
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An Amity man was found 
drowned in the Yamhill 
River Dec. 19 after ignoring 
road-closed signs due to 
flooding.

According to the Yamhill 
County Sheriff’s Office, at 
about 7:40 a.m. they received 
a 911 call regarding a vehicle 

which had driven past road 
closure signage into high 
water covering the roadway 
on Southwest Dejong Road 
between Ballston Road and 
Christensen Road. 

The caller observed the 
vehicle get swept off the 
roadway by the water with 

the current carrying the 
vehicle east from the road 
into a large, flooded area on 
the south side of the South 
Yamhill River. A witness 
observed a single occupant 
getting out of the vehicle 
into the water.

Deputies from the Yamhill 
County Sheriff’s Office and 
Polk County Sheriff’s Office 
Oregon responded with 
mutual aid support from 
Dallas Police Department 
and Grand Ronde Tribal 
Police Department. Sheridan 
Rural Fire Protection 

District responded and 
requested assistance from 
Salem Fire Department with 
a water rescue team.

Using a drone deployed 
by Dallas police to search 
the area, a body was located 
in the water. Salem Fire 
Department water rescue 

team and a Yamhill County 
resident with extensive 
water training and expe-
rience deployed with an 
inflatable boat and were 
able to recover the victim.  
The victim is identified as 
a 52-year-old man from 
Amity, Oregon.

Amity man drowns in Yamhill River

&

Donate Your Car
Imagine the Di� erence You Can Make
Vehicle donations are fully tax-deductible 
and the proceeds help provide services to 
help the blind and visually impaired.

Help Prevent Blindness
Get A Vision Screening Annually

FREE TOWING & TAX DEDUCTIBLE

a $200 restaurant 
voucher

✔ ✔ a 2-night, 3-day hotel stay 
at one of 50 locations

✔

Call 1-844-533-9173

When you donate your car, you’ll receive:

We Buy Houses For Cash!

Call (866) 249−8679

Liz Buys Houses Connects Home Sellers 
with Legitimate Cash Buyers Nationwide! 

No Repairs. No Fuss.

• Fair Cash O� er
• Quick Closing
• No Realtor Fees

• No House Repairs
• Simple Home Sale
• Convenient Closing Date

Receive a free 5-year warranty 
with qualifying purchase*  
- valued at $535.

Be prepared before the next power outage.

Call 877-557-1912 to 
schedule your free quote!

Bob’s BASEBALL Tours
Sports Lover’s Tour

See an NHL & NBA game, visit Pro 
Football Hall of Fame and tour 

Lambeau Field & see 4 MLB games 
from April 8-16 

$2,800/person based on double 
hotel occupancy

Please call or text for FREE brochure 507-217-1326 or visit our website:  
www.bobsbaseballtours.com

Ultimate Baseball Tour 
See 7 MLB in 11 days including  
Yankee Stadium, Fenway Park & 
Wrigley Field. Also included: Pro 

Football and Baseball Halls of Fame 
and a day at the Little League  

World Series! 

August 11-21, 2025

Bob’s BASEBALL Tours
June 2-7, 2026

See MLB games in Minnesota, 
Milwaukee and both a day 
and night game at Wrigley 

Field in Chicago.

For free brochure, please call or text 507.217.1326
Bob’s Baseball Tours, LLC (24 years in business)

August 1-10, 2026
See games in Pittsburgh, Philadelphia, 

Baltimore, Boston & New York (Yankees and 
Mets). Free time at Niagara Falls and Baseball 
Hall of Fame in Cooperstown, NY. Sightseeing 

in Manhattan, Philadelphia & Baltimore.

Travel by deluxe motor coach • Each night in a quality hotel • Good game tickets!
Travelers are responsible 

for getting to starting
point of each tour

$1,700/person based on 
double hotel occupancy

Tour begins/ends at hotel near 
Minneapolis-St. Paul International Airport

$3,200/person based on double hotel occupancy

Tour begins at hotel near Newark Liberty International Airport
and ends near hotel by Pittsburgh International Airport

**Promotional o� er includes 15% o�  plus an additional 10% o�  for quali� ed veterans and/or seniors. One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year.  See Representative for full 
warranty details. 
AZ ROC344027 AR 366920925, CA1035795, CT HIC.0671520, DC 420223000087, FL CBC056678, ID RCE-51604, IA C127230, LA 559544, MD MHIC111225,MA 213292, MI 262300331, 262300330, 
262300329, 262300328, 262300318, 262300173, MN IR810524, MT 266192, NE 50145-24, NV 86990, NJ 13VH13285000, NM 408693,  ND 47304. OR 218294. PA PA179643. RI GC-41354, TN 10981. 
UT 10783658-5501, VT 174.0000871, VA 2705169445,  WA LEAFFLH763PG, WV WV056912. *The leading consumer reporting agency conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and  
recognized LeafFilter as the “#1 rated professionally installed gutter guard system in America.

Start the new 
year clog-free!

15% OFF + 10%
LeafFilter** Discount For 

Seniors + Military Promo: 285

Get a FREE full gutter inspection
and estimate: 1-855-536-8838

We install year-round!Claim by: 02/28/2026
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