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Patriotism on Parade

A duo of patriotic equestrians wave to the crowds as they make their way in the Dallas Days Parade July 25. For more
photos from the parade that celebrated both Dallas and America’s 250th Anniversary, see page B1.

PHOTO BY SMY PHOTOGRAPHY

Independence
City Councilor
Marilyn
Morton dies

The city of Independence
announced Monday the sud-
den passing of longtime City
Councilor Marilyn Morton.

Morton served on the city
council for nearly 25 years,
including as council president.
In addition, she served on sev-
eral community boards, was
involved with local fundraising
groups, created the annual
Ghost Walk event, produced
the monthly 2C1C publication,
and shared a love of local
history. She is also the author

See COUNCILOR, page A7

By DAVID HAYES
I-O Editor

The Battle of the Badges
competition between the
Dallas fire and police depart-
ments was designed to test
their mettle in agility, commu-
nication and accuracy.

The fourth annual affair
played out in the aisles

of Grocery Outlet July

22. Jason Thornton, store
owner, and president of the
Dallas Food Bank Board of
Directors, devised the com-
petition as part of his store’s
“Independence from Hunger”
campaign that runs through
the end of July. This year,
Thornton set a goal of raising
$15,000 in donations of food

Dallas Food Bank wins the Battle of the Badges

PHOTO BY DAVID HAYES
The Dallas Police Department team of Sgt. Kyle Buchholz (left) and Officer Justen Roberts
fill their cart with paper items from their list during the annual Battle of the Badges com-
petition at the Dallas Grocery Outlet to collect items for the Dallas Food Bank on July 22.

and funds to benefit the Dallas
Food Bank.

Eddie Nelson, food bank
treasurer, said the food bank’s
need continues to grow.

“People that we’ve never
seen before are coming in,”
she said. “With the SNAP
benefits changing, the cost

See BATTLE, page A7

Wildfire causes ‘significant
loss’ to Xmas tree farm

By DAVID HAYES
I-O Editor

Around 2 p.m. on July 21,
Don Beal was deep into his
daily tasks at his farm off
Oak Villa Road when his
day quickly turned abnormal.
Smoke was billowing up on
the other side of his oak trees.

“I was actually alerted to it
when two guys came running
down my driveway,” Beal
said.

A fire had started behind

his property that was growing
quickly.

“It grew very quickly,” Beal
added.

The conflagration eventu-
ally scorched 60 acres across
three different property own-
ers. Fifteen of those were on
Beal’s farm, which these days
primarily grows Christmas
trees for wholesale.

“Ten acres lost were
Christmas trees. The other

See WILDFIRE, page A7

Shoot to Thrill returns AC/DC
energy to Riverview audience

By LANCE MASTERSON
For The Polk County
Itemizer-Observer

If you think tribute bands get
a free pass, think again.

Tribute bands like Shoot
to Thrill — the Northwest’s
answer to AC/DC — face a
towering challenge every time
they hit the stage. Devoted
fans know every riff, stomp,
and lyric belted out by Brian
Johnson and his rock ‘n’ roll
mates. They expect noth-
ing less from those paying
homage.

Shoot to Thrill once again
takes on the AC-DC challenge,
as the River’s Edge series con-
tinues its 2026 season July 31.

The show kicks off at 8
p-m., Riverview Park amphi-
theater, in Independence.
Admission is $10 per adult.
Children 10-and-under are free.
Music starts at 6 p.m. with The
Archived, playing one-hit won-
ders from the 1980s.

Shoot to Thrill has honed a
simple, but demanding formula
for success: stay true to the

See AC/DC, page A7
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Briefs

Alonzo Rowell

DALLAS MAN
SENTENCED TO LIFE
FOR MURDERING
BROTHER

Alonzo Rowell, of
Dallas, was sentenced
July 24 to life in prison
for the 2024 murder of his
brother.

Polk County Circuit
Judge Rafael A. Caso,
who handed down the
sentence to Rowell, 52,
also required him to serve
a minimum of 30 years in
prison before he is eligi-
ble to be considered for
parole.

In addition to murder
in the second degree,

Rowell, had been found
guilty after a jury trial on
June 26 of assault in the
first degree, unlawful use
of a weapon, and reck-
less endangering another
person. Caso sentenced
Rowell to serve concur-
rent sentences on each of
those charges.

Rowell fatally shot his
brother, Tony Miller, 54,
at Miller’s Dallas resi-
dence on Nov. 9, 2024,
before driving to Rowell’s
former workplace, the
Oregon State Penitentiary
in Salem. There, Rowell
engaged in a short stand-
off with the Salem Police
and other law enforcement
agencies before being
taken into custody.

The case was prose-
cuted by District Attorney
Aaron Felton, Chief
Deputy District Attorney
Matthew Wilson, and
Deputy District Attorney
Kaylee Hudson. The case
was investigated by the
Dallas Police Department,
Salem Police Department,
Oregon State Police and

Marion County Sheriff’s
Office.

Philip Mancuso

DALLAS MAN
SENTENCED TO
PRISON FOR SEXUALLY
ABUSING MINOR
A Dallas man was sen-
tenced July 23 to prison
for sex abuse convictions

against a minor.

Philip Mancuso, 37,
was sentenced by Polk
County Circuit Judge
Rafael A. Caso to serve
50 years in prison for his
convictions of sex abuse,
sodomy and incest involv-
ing a minor victim under

the age of 12.

After a trial to the court,
Caso found Mancuso,
of Dallas, guilty of four
counts of sodomy in the
first degree, two counts
of sex abuse in the first
degree, and one count
of incest. Mancuso was
sentenced to serve 300
months on each of the
sodomy charges, (two
counts consecutive), 75
months on each of the
sex abuse charges (con-
current), and 30 months
on the incest charge (con-
current). He will also be
required to serve a life-
time period of post-prison
supervision upon his
release and to register as a
sex offender.

Mancuso is not eligible
for early release or any
other form of sentence
reduction program under
state law.

Investigation and pros-
ecution of this matter
began in 2024 based on
an initial report to DHS
Child Welfare authorities.
Ultimately, Mancuso was

located in the state of
Ohio after the issuance
of a grand jury warrant
and returned to Oregon
by Polk County Sheriff’s
deputies to stand trial.
The case was inves-
tigated by the Dallas
Police Department, Polk
County Sheriff’s Office,
Salem Police Department
and the Fairfield County
(Ohio) Sheriff’s Office.
Assistance was also
provided through the
Oregon Department of
Human Services (Child
Welfare Division) and
the Governor’s Office of
Extraditions. The case was
presented by Polk County
Deputy District Attorney
Shannon Clausen.

HIGH SCHOOL SPORTS
OFFICIALS NEEDED
As more boys and girls

turn out for their high
school sports teams, the
call for more officials
always follows. Top to
bottom, the need for prep
officials in all sports

is great. This school

year, there will be foot-
ball games, volleyball
matches, soccer matches
and cross-country runs, all
needing officials. There is
no age limit, just a heart
to give back to your prep
sports community. Best
part, you’ll have a view of
the unfolding action right
before your eyes and get
paid as well.

Veterans take note,
using the Mike Pereira
“Battlefields to Ballfields
Program,” all of your
training, clothing and
even the whistle, can be
paid for. What started as
a small pilot program in
California has grown into
a national movement,
transforming the lives
of over 2,500 veterans
across 45 states. OSAA’s
mission remains to honor
military service by cre-
ating new opportunities
for veterans to serve their
communities.

For more information
about being an OSAA
Official, go to www.osaa.
org/officials/registration.
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Pentacle Theatre’s ‘Catch Me
If You Can’ opens Aug. 14

Pentacle Theatre’s 2026
season continues with the
debut of “Catch Me if
You Can.”

Based on the hit film
and the incredible true
story, “Catch Me If You
Can” is the high-flying
musical comedy about
chasing your dreams
and not getting caught.
Directed at Pentacle
Theatre by Wendy
Boyack, “Catch Me
If You Can” has been
nominated for four Tony
awards, including Best
Musical. This delight-
fully entertaining show
was created by a Tony
Award-winning “dream
team,” with a book by
Terrence McNally (The
Full Monty, Ragtime)
and a swinging score by
Marc Shaiman and Scott
Wittman (Hairspray).

The story centers on
precocious teenager,
Frank Abagnale, Jr., who,
seeking fame and fortune,
runs away from home to
begin an unforgettable
adventure. With nothing
more than his boyish
charm, a big imagination
and $1 millions in forged
checks, Frank success-
fully poses as a pilot, a
doctor and a lawyer —
living the high life and
winning the girl of his
dreams. When Frank’s
lies catch the attention of
FBI agent, Carl Hanratty,

Bk by lyrien by
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though, Carl pursues

Frank across the country

to make him pay for his

crimes.
Meet the cast:

e Frank Abagnale Sr. —
Hunter Moate

e Agent Carl Hanratty —
Jeff Witt

e Frank Aagnale Sr. — Mat
Genuser

e Paula Abagnale — Shiela
Troncoso

e Brenda Strong — Ara
Duddlesten

 Carol Strong — Heather
Bellinger

* Roger Strong — Alex
Zitzelberger
“Catch Me if You Can”

runs Aug. 14 - Sept. 15,
at Pentacle Theatre, 324
52nd Ave. NW with eve-
ning performances at 7:30
p-m. and matinee perfor-
mances at 2 p.m.

Tickets range from $24
to $50 and can be pur-
chased online at tickets.
penatacletheatre.org or by
calling (503) 485-4300.
Students and people who
hold an Oregon Trail
Card are eligible for a 50
percent discount in select
seating areas when buying
tickets in person at the
Pentacle Theatre ticket
office, 197 Liberty St. SE,
in downtown Salem.

Smoke, wildfires impacting
road safety across Oregon

By OEM

With wildfire activity
increasing across Oregon
during the 2026 season,
state officials are urging
travelers to use extreme
caution and remain aware
of rapidly changing con-
ditions. Heavy smoke can
severely reduce visibility,
worsen air quality, and
create hazardous and
unhealthy driving situ-
ations. In several areas,
fire activity has already
resulted in temporary road
closures, reduced speed
zones and detours.

The Oregon Department
of Transportation
(ODOT), Oregon
Department of Emergency
Management (OEM),
Oregon Department of
Environmental Quality
(DEQ) and Oregon Health
Authority (OHA) continue
working together to keep
Oregonians safe — and
they’re asking the public
to take steps to prepare
before hitting the road.

“If you’re planning
a road trip this sum-
mer, make sure your car
is ready,” said Alaina
Calhoun, Emergency
Coordination Center
(ECC) Manager for the
Oregon Department of
Emergency Management
(OEM). “Start your trip
with a full tank of gas
or a full electric charge,

check your tires and air

conditioner, and know

your route ahead of time.

Conditions can change

quickly during wildfire

season.”

OEM encourages travel-
ers to carry a well-stocked
emergency car kit in case
of delays or unexpected
closures.

A car kit should include:
 Jumper cables
e Flares or a reflective

triangle

e Flashlight and extra
batteries

e First aid kit

* Blanket

* Map or printed
directions

e Cell phone and car
charger

* Backup power supply

* Hand-crank weather
radio (modern ones dou-
ble as backup cell phone
power)

* NOS5 respirator (to help
filter smoky air)

* Plastic sheeting and duct
tape (for sheltering in
place if needed)

* Wet wipes, garbage
bags, and toilet paper

* Whistle to signal for
help

e Water and non-perish-
able snacks

e Cash or traveler’s checks

* Portable shovel
The Oregon Health

Authority also advises

keeping the air inside

the vehicle as clean as

possible when air quality
is poor. Keep windows
closed. Turn the air
settings to recirculate

and run the fan. Avoid
smoking or vaping, and
scented fresheners inside
the vehicle. These can
add to pollution inside the
car. If it is hot outside, be
sure to turn on the vehi-
cle’s air conditioner — and
set it to recirculate — to
keep the temperature and
air quality inside safe.

“We all have a role
to play in preventing
wildfires in Oregon,
especially as extended
drought conditions cre-
ate a greater window of
opportunity for road-
side ignitions,” said
Kacey Davey, ODOT
Lead Public Information
Officer. “Smoke affects
visibility as well as air
quality and can lead to
sudden changes in driving
conditions. If visibility is
poor or air quality is haz-
ardous, consider delaying
your trip. Safety should
always come first. If you
must drive in smoky con-
ditions, keep windows
closed and set your car’s
air system to recirculate
to reduce the amount
of smoke entering the
vehicle.”

For more resources and
wildfire readiness infor-
mation, go to https://wild-
fire.oregon.gov.

-

tipping accidents.

Brought to you by
Salem Health Family Birth Center.

Learn more at salemhealth.org/FBC

Babyproofing your home doesn’t have to feel overwhelming.
Here are just a few things to keep in mind when creating a
safe space for your little one to explore with confidence.

1. Get down to your baby’s level. Look for hazards you
might miss from above. Cover electrical outlets, secure
heavy furniture to the wall and install safety gates at
stairs. According to HealthyChildren.org, anchoring
items like dressers and TVs is the best way to prevent

2. Look around your kitchen. The Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention advises storing medications,
chemicals and sharp objects out of reach and in

Four things to remember when
babyproofing your home for your toddler

childproof containers. Keep those cleaning supplies locked

away and use stove knob covers.

3. Don’t forget the bathroom. Set your water heater to 120
degrees Fahrenheit to avoid burns and use nonslip mats in

the tub.

4. Small changes add up quickly. Doorknob covers, cabinet locks
and corner guards can make everyday spaces much safer.

You’ve got this. With a few smart adjustments, your home can
become a safe, happy place for your baby to learn, play and
thrive. Go to healthychildren.org and search parent checklist for

more tips.
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Red Cross declares national blood shortage crisis

Donors receive
Amazon gift card
through August

For only the second
time in history, the
American Red Cross has
declared a national blood
crisis — and patients may
already be feeling the
impact. Donors are asked
to act immediately to help
save lives.

Blood donations have
fallen to a four-year sum-
mer low, worsening this
season’s emergency blood
shortage. All blood types

are needed, but the situa-
tion is especially dire for
type O blood as the Red
Cross is now limiting dis-
tributions of these blood
products to hospitals. The
supply of type O positive
blood has now dropped
below a one-day supply.
Help end this crisis and
stabilize the blood supply.
Book an appointment to
give blood now by using
the Blood Donor App,
visiting RedCrossBlood.
org or calling 1-800-RED
CROSS (1-800-733-2767).
As a thank-you, all who
come to give by July 31
will receive a Fandango

Movie Ticket by email
(up to $15 ticket price and
fees). See RedCrossBlood.
org/July for details.

Additionally, those
who come to give in the
month of August will
receive a $20 Amazon
Gift Card by email. For
details, visit www.
RedCrossBlood.org/
August.

Patients can’t wait

Despite thousands of
people who have stepped
up to help end the emer-
gency blood shortage
since it was declared ear-
lier this month, donations
are still not keeping pace

with hospital demand, and
the situation has escalated.
Extreme heat, poor air
quality and widespread
foodborne illnesses con-
tinue to contribute to
lower donor turnout this
summer.

“This summer has
brought a number of
unique challenges that
have placed additional
strain on our blood sup-
ply, creating growing
concerns for hospitals
and the patients who rely
on lifesaving transfu-
sions,” said Paul Sullivan,
senior vice president of
donor services for the

Red Cross. “If just three
more donors gave at each
blood drive this summer,
we could help the blood
supply rebound and
ensure hospitals have the
blood products they need
throughout the remainder
of the season.”

POLK COUNTY
DONATION DATES
Dallas

e Aug. 7,12-5 p.m.,
Dallas Retirement
Village, 225 NW Jasper
St.

e Aug. 10, 12:30-6 p.m.,
First Presbyterian
Church, 879 SW Levens

St.

* Aug. 14, 12-4:30 p.m.,

Grocery Outlet, 258

Ellendale Ave.

Independence

July 31,10 am. - 3

p.m., Polk County Fire

District No. 1, 1800

Monmouth St.

* Aug.4,9 am. - 1:30
p-m., St. Patrick
Catholic Church, 1275
E St.

West Salem

* Aug. 14, 12-5 p.m.,
Church of Jesus Christ
of Latter-day Saints
Monmouth Stake Salem-
Eola, 3154 Eola Dr.
NW

Oregon residents reminded to be ready for power outages

By OREGON DEPARTMENT
OF EMERGENCY
MANAGEMENT

With wildfires burn-
ing across the state and
extreme weather events
affecting communities,
residents are reminded
to prepare for potential
power outages. These
events can damage elec-
trical equipment or force
utilities to adjust system
settings, which may
lead to more frequent or
longer outages. In some
high-risk areas, utilities
may implement public
safety power shutoffs
(PSPS), a safety measure
designed to help protect
people and communities
in high fire-risk areas by
proactively shutting off
electricity. Utilities may
also de-energize lines
to protect equipment or
to support firefighting
efforts.

BE PREPARED
IN ADVANCE

Prepare your home and
businesses in the event
a wildfire or weather
incident leads to a power
outage.

Be two weeks ready
— Gather food, medical
supplies, batteries, pet
supplies, among other
things, needed by family
members during an out-
age or evacuation for up
to two weeks. Learn more
about what supplies to
consider.

For individuals with
a medical condition that
requires power, contact
your electricity service
provider in advance of
an outage to register a
Medical Certificate. This
certification provides
added benefits and helps
the utility ensure they
meet your needs in the
event of an outage.

Update your utility
account on your service

provider’s website to
make sure they have your
current contact informa-
tion and can send you
notifications. If uncertain
which electric utility
serves your area, visit
https://www.oregon.gov/
energy/energy-oregon/
pages/find-your-utility.
aspx.

Keep cell phones fully
charged in anticipation
of an outage. Consider
a car-charger for cell
phones and other elec-
tronic devices.

Plan for livestock water
needs in the event well
pumps lose power.

Have a plan to relocate
to an alternative location
for power needs, or if you
can, consider a backup
generator.

DURING A POWER
OUTAGE
Avoid downed power
lines, including anything
near downed lines, at all

Abraham Jonathan
Toews

PRE-PLANNING YOUR FINAL
ARRANGEMENTS IS A MOST

PRECIOUS GIFT ONLY YOU
CAN GIVE YOUR LOVED ONES

CALL TODAY!
RESTLAWN MEMORY GARDENS
& RESTLAWN FUNERAL HOME
Salem, OR 97304
503-585 1373
www.restlawnfh.com
FARNSTROM MORTUARY

Independence, OR 97351
503-838-1414
www.farnstrommortuary.com

KEIZER FUNERAL CHAPEL

Keizer, OR 97303
503-393-7037
www.keizerchapel.com

ABRAHAM
JONATHAN TOEWS
Abraham Jonathan

Toews, 93, of Dallas,
Oregon passed away
on July 14, 2026. Abe
was born in Dallas on
December 10, 1932, to
Abe and Agnes {Fast}
Toews.

Abe grew up on a
farm in Salt Creek. He
attended Orchard View
school, grades 1-8 and

Dallas High School after
that where he graduated
in 1950. Right out of
high school, Abe went
to work for Caterpillar
as a Machinist and later
promoted to an office job
as a Time Analyst. He
married Darlen {Balzer}
in 1952 and they had 4
children. In 1953, Abe
served 2 years in the US
Army as a medic, driv-
ing ambulance. He was

OBITUARIES

costs.

Stay clear of fire per-
sonnel and utility crews
working to restore service
in your community.

Use flashlights or bat-
tery-operated lanterns for
emergency lighting. Do
not use candles or other
potential fire hazards.

Turn off lights and
unplug electric appliances
except for the refrigerator
and freezer to help avoid
a surge to the system
when service is restored.
After turning off all the
lights, turn one light on
to know when power has
been restored.

Use generators safely —
Do not run the generator
inside the home or garage
or anywhere near a win-
dow or vent, as these
spaces can capture deadly
levels of carbon monox-
ide. Learn more about
proper use of a genera-
tor to avoid hazardous
conditions.

Check on elderly
neighbors or individuals
with special needs who
might need additional
assistance.

Call your electricity
service provider to report
an outage; do not call
911.

NATURAL GAS TIPS

If required to evacuate,
no need to shut off natu-
ral gas.

If natural gas appli-
ances do not operate
properly once electricity
is restored, call your nat-
ural gas service provider.

If natural gas service is
shut off, do not turn on
yourself. Call your natu-
ral gas service provider to
restore service.

If you smell natural
gas, evacuate immedi-
ately and call 911.

STAY INFORMED
AND BE PREPARED
The best preparation is

to not start a fire in the
first place. Visit Keep
Oregon Green’s website
to learn more about how
you can prevent wildfires.

Contact your electric-
ity provider or log in to
your account and make
sure all contact infor-
mation is current so you
can receive alerts and
messages.

Visit Oregon Alert to
find your local alert sys-
tem. Provide current con-
tact details and sign up
for wildfire alerts.

Before traveling visit
Trip Check for details
on road closures and
conditions.

Check air quality in
Oregon.

Visit State of Oregon
Fires Dashboard

Be 2 Weeks Ready by
preparing an emergency
plan and enough supplies
to sustain your household
for at least two weeks
after a disaster.

stationed at Fort Erwin
in Barstow, California.
After leaving the Army,
he and Darlene moved
back to Dallas where he
went back to work for
Caterpillar until early
retirement in 1988 when
the Dallas plant closed.
Abe had a lifelong
passion for cars. A new
one could be found in his
driveway almost yearly.
He had a great talent

for autobody repair and
painting. He and Darlene
enjoyed traveling on his
Honda Goldwing motor-
cycle as well as in their
Motorhome.

Abe is preceded in
death by his wife Darline
and his 2 sons, Randy
and Jon. His father Abe
and his mother Agnes,

2 brothers, Ed and Ted
and 3 sisters, Lorene
Schrag, Freida Fast and

Agnes Warkentin. Abe is
survived by his 2 daugh-
ters, Cindy Antel and
June Radke as well as
6 grandchildren, 9 great
grandchildren and 1 great
great grandchild.

A graveside service
will be held on July
29 at 11 a.m. at Dallas
Cemetery followed by
a light lunch reception
at Bollman’s Tribute
Center.

Done Exploring? Ready To Plant Roots?
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Donate Your Vehicle
Call (866) 695-9265 to donate

your car, truck, boat, RV,
and more today!

The Bath or Shower You've Always Wanted
IN AS LITTLE AS A DAY

- 1,500 OFF

P

¥ IS

PLUS

At Bollman’s, your prearrangements can follow you wherever you go.

From humble beginningsbased onaffordable, trustworthy service, we havegrownintoareliableresourceyour
family candepend on.Rootedinourtraditions, we stay firmly connectedtothefamiliesweserveandthecarewe
N provide.We continueservingallfaithsandfamiliesinthe onlywayweknowhow-bystaying truetoourheritage.

BOLLMAN'S

TRIBUTE CENTER

287 SW Washington Street Dallas, Oregon
503.623.2325 | www.bollmanstributecenter.com

A safe

FEEL SAFE ON EVERY LEVEL

$750 OFF

n

X | = = H sl
® Support Veteran Nonprofits. 14 E ZERO Interest, ZERO Payments + FREE Installation I‘l
® Free Pickup & Towing. o financing for 12 Months" of your new
. P -
m Top Tax Deduction. T — OFFER EXPIRES 9/30/2026 Safe Step Stairlift ”
Donate Your Vehicle Today N— A EaE *Intlludes labor and pmldLI(Y', b;nhmh, shower or walkin fub und wall srround. leis pro- 1-888-473-1933 ‘ _]II J
b — DEALER mofion cannot be combined with any other offr Other restricions may apply. This offer AR
866'695-9265 .. expires 9/30/26. Each dealerhip is independently owned and operated. ““Tird party 5
www.veterancardonations.org/dnt20 financing s avalobl orthose customers who quaify/Porticipatingdealers only. See your .
While we appreciate every donation, in some cases, we find that we are unable to accept certain vehicles, watercraft, and/or ﬁ%LwL (844) 847-9778 Qealer for detail. ©2026 Bath Concpts Idustis. J |
recreational vehicles due to the profibitive costs of acquisition. f you have any questions, please give us a cal at (866) 695-9265.
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By GARY DEROWITSCH

It’s black, sleek, and
a creature of both day
and night. It is rare and
seldom seen. To own one
is to sit on the back of a
thoroughbred. Every part
of it screams “fast,” and
to mount this beast is to
immediately know it’s
something different —
something from another
universe.

It has no respect for
anyone and is difficult to
tame; it is a racehorse on
steroids. To ride one is to

NEWS & VIEWS

Special Memories: Black Beauty

know you have entered a
different world, a world
where there are no rules,
just survival. Only a fool
would push it to its limits,
and to do so might, more
likely than not, end you up
at the local morgue.

To experience it is to
receive a lesson on how
not to mess with your
heart. From calm one
moment to a shot of adren-
aline the next, it is unpre-
dictable. And if you insist
on spurring its flanks,
you’ll find your heart des-
perately trying to remove

itself from your anatomy,
while you try to regain
your breath.

Then, when your body
settles down, you will ask
yourself, “What in God’s
name just happened?”

One should approach it
with caution. It responds
to commands instantly; the
more you push, the more
it gives. It might be appro-
priate at this time to point
out that with this creature
of unlimited power, there

may be points of no return.

If you think you’re more
talented than the energy

beneath you, you are
sorely mistaken.

Your first lesson is to
realize everything you ask
of it will be delivered. It
has no understanding of
how to look out for your
safety; that’s not even a
part of its evolution. You
are the one who controls
it, not the other way
around.

To refer to it as a beast
is an understatement. It
will allow you to jump
aboard but never warns
you exactly what you’ve
gotten yourself into. There

is no lack of powers; it is
quick, fierce, has a thirst
for speed, and never runs
out of breath. Every fiber
of its creation has been
designed to outperform
anything around it. Every
square inch of it screams
fast!

It takes time to learn and
understand all of its func-
tions, and how and when
to apply them. Even then,
it has a habit of quickly
reminding you: your edu-
cation is never over.

To have the privilege
of actually owning one,

you quickly realize you
have something very spe-
cial — in more ways than
one, it’s perhaps more than
you can handle. The most
important thing to remem-
ber is that this unadulter-
ated expression of power
demands respect. If you
lose that respect, you will
more than likely lose your
life.

May I introduce to you
the 2026 Corvette Z06!

Gary Derowitsch retired
from the Post Office in
Monmouth after 33 years.
He still lives in Monmouth

No, Oregon elections are plenty secure

RANDY STAPILUS
Oregon Capital Chronicle

When Dennis
Richardson was elected
Oregon secretary of state,
on the same day and party
ticket as Donald Trump
first was elected presi-
dent, he moved quickly to
look into a subject Trump
talked about then and ever
since: Voter fraud and
election corruption.

The following February,
Richardson reported what
he found in the Oregon
voting system: Some areas
for improvement, but gen-
erally a system that works
well and cleanly. Once a
skeptic of the Motor Voter
registration system, he had
revised his view, saying it
“actually has strengthened
us in some ways.”

He warned against
unfounded claims of vot-
ing problems because “it
causes greater distrust of
the government. ... I want
to make sure that the citi-
zens of the state can trust
their (voting) system.”

Richardson did not stop
looking for bugs in the
system, however, and he
found some. In September
2017, he reported his
office had found 54 pos-
sible instances of voter
fraud, across Oregon,
in the previous year’s
general election — in an
election where 2,051,448
ballots were cast, or about
0.002%. And those were
simply questionable votes.
Upon investigation, nearly
all cases were found not
to merit criminal charges.

In 2020, the Legislative
Fiscal Office reviewed
vote by mail in Oregon
and found the state
attorney general’s office
(which handles cases of
voter fraud) “obtained
38 criminal convictions
for voter fraud out of
the 60.9 million ballots
in Oregon elections cast
over a 19-year period.
That amounts to a rate of
00006%. These figures
demonstrate that voter
fraud is exceedingly rare
in Oregon, and is no more
widespread in vote by
mail elections than it is in
polling place elections.”

For some Oregonians
— and other people
around the country — all
this still doesn’t feel quite

right. Getting ballots
through the mail, and
sending them out that way
(though many people,
myself included, prefer to
use one of the state’s bal-
lot boxes) somehow intu-
itively doesn’t seem very
secure, not in the same
visible way filled-out
ballots are when quickly
dropped in a locked box
at a polling place in front
of poll workers.

The Trump administra-
tion has piled on, implic-
itly accusing many states,
Oregon among them, of
failing to keep people who
shouldn’t be voting from
casting ballots.

Across the border in
Idaho, state officials like
those in Oregon have
declined to provide to
federal officials some
sensitive voter informa-
tion. That has led to fed-
eral legal action, and as in
Oregon threatening letters
were sent from the Trump
Department of Justice. In
Trump-supportive Idaho
the attorney general’s
office replied with the
rebuke, “Stop threatening
your friends in Idaho.”

Evidently, threatening
states which voted against
Trump would be less
objectionable, although
Oregon (like many other

A voter turns in their ballot at a dropbox located at the Albany Public
Library. (Mia Maldonado / Oregon Capital Chronicle)

states) has also objected
strongly.

Intuitive or not, the
Oregon voting process is
secure.

Bear in mind that most
election administration
happens at the county
level. Clerks in Oregon’s
36 counties are most
directly responsible for
distributing ballots and
counting those returned,
and the process is han-
dled by local people. The
secretary of state, who
does have responsibility
for overseeing election
processes, is mainly
concerned with ensuring
the counties are acting

properly. That’s worth
remembering: Any claim
that elections have been
corrupted is really an
accusation that all our
county clerks have been
— and there’s no evi-
dence of that.

The statewide system
seems robust. Each ballot
has a unique bar code,
and they are tracked
through the system.
(During election periods,
voters can obtain notices
from the state about when
their ballot was received
by county officials, and
where it is in the system.)

The 2020 legislative
audit said “There are

numerous processes built
into Oregon’s vote by
mail system to ensure
integrity, including unique
barcodes to track ballots,
signature verification to
prove voters’ identities,
and election security
plans filed by county
elections offices. Vote by
mail also leaves a paper
trail that can be audited.
In fact, two academic
studies have concluded
that the election results
in vote by mail elections
are generally more accu-
rate than the election
results in polling place
elections.”

Cyberattacks are
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always a threat, but so
far the system seems well
protected (and regularly
reviewed), and the core
counting and related pro-
cesses aren’t linked to the
internet.

On the back end, the
initially-reported election
results are rechecked
in several ways. Since
2008 the state has over-
seen after-election audits
which include human
hand counts to verify the
accuracy of the machine
counts. Many other states
take similar steps, and
around the nation the
results have been gener-
ally the same: Mistakes
are rare.

To be human-made and
human-operated is to be
less than perfect. But the
babble from the beltway
notwithstanding, Oregon’s
mechanisms for voting
come remarkably close.

https://oregon-
capitalchronicle.
com/2026/07/16/no-ore-
gon-elections-are-plen-
ty-secure/

Oregon Capital
Chronicle is part of States
Newsroom, a network of
news bureaus supported
by grants and a coalition
of donors as a 501¢(3)
public charity. Oregon
Capital Chronicle main-
tains editorial indepen-
dence. Contact Editor
Lynne Terry for ques-
tions: info@oregoncapi-
talchronicle.com.

TEMP/RAINFALL
JULY 20- 90 63 0.00
JULY 21-100 610.00
JULY 22- 89 650.23
JULY 23 - 83 610.00
JULY 24 - 87 58 0.00
JULY 25 - 76 54 0.00
JULY 26 - 8154 0.00
TOTAL JULY 20-26 0.23

TOTAL THROUGH
JULY 26 - 0.26

Online poll results

What is your favorite
part of Dallas Days?

The parade - 27.3%
The car show - 36.4%

Art in the Park
-273%

The Waterball
Tourney - 9.1%
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apostrophcs, the length and formation of the words are all KUl ] . GAMES: What 1S the goal Space in
hints. Each wesak the code |letters are different, I

the board game Candy Land?

2. GEOGRAPHY: How many coun-
tries and territories border Spain?

3. TELEVISION: What are Captain
Picard’s two favorite catchphrases in
“Star Trek: The Next Generation™?

4. FOOD & DRINK: What is bri-
— RUUX PXB oche?

N @2026 King Fealures Synd.. Inc. L/ 5. CHEMISTRY: Which metal has

; the highest melting point?
Out on a Limb | by Gary Kopervas |~ ¢ ITTERATURE: Who is credited
| e A il o S | as the author of ““The Odyssey™?

T CALL MY 7. U.S. STATES: Which state is
UNICY e home to Acadia National Park?
,@\“QNJDA\,” 8. MOVIES: What is the name of
Dottie’s team in “A League of Their
Own”?

9. COMICS: Who is the archenemy
of the Fantastic Four?

10. SCIENCE: What is the thickest
layer of Earth?

CRRAD ' Answers
1. King Kandy’s Castle.

Amber Waves by Dave T. Phipps | 2 Five — Portugal, France. Andorra.
Morocco and the British territory of
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P 4. A rich French bread.
5. Tungsten.
6. The poet Homer.
7. Maine.
8. The Rockftord Peaches.
9. Doctor Doom.
10. The mantle.
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WILDFIRE

From Page A1

acreage were the oak
trees where their pump-
kin patch used to be,”
Beal said.

His initial estimates
were that between 5,000
to 6,000 trees were lost
to the flames.

“Many of them were
going to be sold this
year, with more spoken
for, for several years to
come,” Beal said. “As far
as financial hit, I don’t
know yet. But it will be
a significant loss to the
business.”

For years, Don and his
wife Jo Ann operated a
pumpkin patch that was
an annual regional draw,
especially for local stu-
dents, visiting by the bus
load. The duo retired in
2023 to concentrate on
family.

This is not the first
time the couple’s
Christmas tree farm,
which they first opened
in 2011, has had a brush
with wildfire. During

the pandemic, the farm
survived after being
inundated with wildfire
smoke, necessitating Jo
Ann and Don to scrap
and replant the whole
crop.

This goaround, the
fire grew beyond his
ability to fight it him-
self. Southwest Polk Fire
District first responders
were quickly augmented
by units from Dallas,
Grand Ronde, Yamhill
County and Salem,
according to Dallas Fire
Chief April Wallace.

She said SW Polk
quickly assessed the
extent of the heat source
and how hot it was
burning.

“So they immediately
upgraded that fire to get
them more resources,
which triggered my
organization to respond,
along with other local
organizations, too,”
Wallace told the media at
the time.

At its peak, about
60 firefighters were on
scene trying to contain
the blaze. In addition, a

water-carrying helicop-
ter was flown in from
Roseburg to assist.

By 3 p.m., the Polk
County Sheriff’s Office
closed Oak Villa Road
between Kings Valley
Highway and East
Ellendale Avenue.

While the fire became
too big to help fight,
Beal said he tried to
remain useful.

“I basically ran around
on my side-by-sie, offer-
ing water to the fire per-
sonnel on their breaks,”
he said.

By 7:30 p.m., the main
fire was 50 percent con-
tained and fire crews
were being released from
the scene, Wallace said.

“While the main fire
was out by evening, there
were multiple hot spots
through the night,” Beal
confirmed. “Fire person-
nel remained on scene,
not necessarily actively
fighting the fire.”

He also complimented
the firefighters for their
efforts, as none of his
farm’s many buildings
and homes sustained any

damage.

“All the firefighters did
an amazing job drawing
a hard line, saving all of
them,” Beal said.

When the Beals went
to their social page to
update the community on
the farm’s status, some
quickly offered to start
up a GoFundMe page to
help them recover.

Jo Ann would have
none of that, politely
declining any offers of
assistance. Don was
unsurprised by the offer
of charity.

“This community is
so awesome. Jo Ann and
I love everybody here.
That they quickly wanted
to help, we thoroughly
appreciate that,” Beal
said.

No official cause for
the fire has yet been
announced. Beal said the
state fire investigator was
on his property for three
days to determine what
happened.

“The investigator likely
knows, but hasn’t let
loose with that info just
yet,” he added.

BATTLE

From Page A1

of food, the cost of the
economy, it’s having new
families come in. They’re
struggling and having to
come to the food bank.”

She estimates the
Dallas Food Bank has
450 unique families each
month with 560 visits,
allowing them to come
twice a month to restock
their households.

Nelson added the food
bank itself is not receiv-
ing the same amount
of food it used to, so
they’ve had to purchase
more food to ensure fam-
ilies get what they need.

“Our food budget has
nearly doubled over
last year,” said Eileen
DiCicco Dallas Food
Bank Board Secretary.
“Last year it was $40,000
nearabouts. This year it’s
like $70,000.”

She added families can
come in twice a month
for protein necessities,
like eggs and milk, and
can come in for produce
anytime the food bank is

open.

To refill the shelves’
items in most demand,
the Battle of the Badges
competitors were given
lists of items to fill their
shopping carts. However,
this year Thornton added
a wrinkle to the proceed-
ings — he added asterisks
to each item. The more
the asterisks, the higher
the demand, requiring
a specific number to
transfer from the shelves
to the carts. And to
ensure more accuracy, he
removed the three minute
time limit from previous
competitions.

“So, they have to do
a little math this time
around,” Thornton said
beforehand.

The department
had two competitors
each. Representing the
police were Sgt. Kyle
Buchholz and Officer
Justen Roberts. The
first time competitors
for the Fire Squad
were EMT/Firefighters
Landon Stames and Sam
Lierman. Both teams
had extras scouting out
locations to find the next

item and others standing
by with empty carts to
swap out the filled ones.

Store checkout clerks
bore the responsibility of
double checking for each
team’s accuracy as the
items were scanned.

While the police
department turned in
their completed shop-
ping carts first, Thornton
summarized the overall
results that determined
the winner. The police
department had an extra
can of tomato sauce,
while the fire department
missed tomato sauce
from their list and came
up short by three cans of
Chef Boyardee.

“So, the winner is...”
he started to announce.

lr Audien Hearing

The World’s First Hearing Aids

“The Food Bank!”
Nelson interjected.

The totals came to
$682.74 of grocer-
ies collected by the
Fire Department and
$780.08 for the Police
Department.

“Doing this was so
much fun,” Thornton
said. “We raised over
$1,500 for the food bank
today. It’s just going to
help hit our lofty goal
... this will put us pretty
close to $10,000.”

He then presented the
trophy back to Police
Chief Jerry Mott.

Grocery Outlet’s cam-
paign to raise $15,000
for the Dallas Food Bank
runs through the end of
the month.

With Touchscreen Controls.

No tiny buttons. No apps.

Atom X

Call 844-387-1163

to get your 45-day risk free trial.

AC/DC

From Page A1

sound and spirit of AC/
DC.

“Fans have heard the
songs a million times and
know what to expect,”’
said Maury Brown, the
band’s rthythm guitarist,
during a previous inter-
view. “Being as true and
exciting to the original
recordings and perfor-
mances as possible, that’s
the goal every time.”

For Brown and com-
pany, it’s all about the
crowd ... and its reaction.

PHOTO CONTRIBUTED
Shoot to Thrill promises fans of high-voltage
rock n' roll via the swagger of AC/DC July 31 at
Riverview Park in Independence.

“When you see hun-
dreds or thousands inter-
acting, it’s this great feed-
back loop,” he said. “The
fans fuel us, which fuels
them.”

Shoot to Thrill’s appeal
reaches far beyond Baby
Boomers.

“AC/DC is transcen-
dent,” Brown said.
“Their music is heard
at every major music
event, whether it’s
‘Thunderstruck,” ‘Hell’s
Bells,” ‘Black is Back,’
or ‘Highway to Hell’.
Kids come with mom and
dad and connect to the
energy.”

COUNCILOR

From Page A1

of the book, “Haunted
Independence, Oregon”
that detailed the stories of
the spirits of the city. She
cared deeply for the com-
munity she represented
according to an adminis-
tration statement.
“Marilyn was a
friend and colleague
who loved our commu-
nity,” said Mayor Kate
Schwarzler. “She brought
a deep knowledge of
Independence history, and
I will miss her kindness,

generosity, and perspec-
tive. Our community is

stronger because of her

selfless commitment to

the city.”

In addition, Morton
worked 14 years for
MINET Fiber (Monmouth
Independence Network).

“We extend our deepest
condolences to Marilyn’s
family, friends, and every-
one in our community
who is grieving her loss,”
the administration wrote
in a press release. “Her
love and dedication to
Independence and the
people within it will not
be forgotten.”
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OVER 5,000 5-STAR REVIEWS!

Let your loved ones care
for you - and get paid!

Funded by Medicaid, choose FAMILY
or FRIENDS as your paid caregiver.

Your caregiver gets paid same day!

v FreedomCare

Find out if you are eligible today.

CALL 855.994.1589

HEALTH DIRECTORY

CHIROPRACTIC

e JOYNT FAMILY CHIROPRACTIC — Dr. Brian Joynt, DC - 629 Clay Street
East, Monmouth, OR 97361 Family-oriented chiropractic clinic, dedicated to
creating an unparalleled experience of service, quality and care by teaching the
true principles of chiropractic. We look forward to empowering each of you to
help your family participate more fully in life. New patients welcome. Accept
most insurance. Auto/personal injury and work comp. Massage therapist on site.
Complimentary consultations. Call us today to make your appointment (503)
837-0550.

THORNTON CHIROPRACTIC — Dr. Sharon, Dr. Marty & Dr. August Thornton
(503) 838-3346 - We Care ~ God Cures-
Personalized care for auto accidents, work & sports injuries, pain relief and
wellness.
We help get you on the road to recovery on your first visit with advanced therapies
and treatments not found in most offices! We are the only doctors in Polk County
who objectify the severity of your spinal ligament and muscle injuries using state-
of-the-art IN-OFFICE technology.
Offering gentle and effective full-spine and extremity adjusting using drop table,
decompression, hands-on techniques, Advanced Activator instrument, vertigo
treatment, kinesio-taping, and the most proven and energetic lasers in the world
- Erchonia red, green and violet cold lasers (which speed healing). Accepting new
patients of all ages! Serving Polk County for over 29 years in a loving and caring
environment!
1650 Monmouth St., Independence, OR 97351
Office hours: Mon & Fri 8am-12pm
& 2pm-5pm, Tues & Thursday 8am-12pm &
2pm-6pm, Wed 8am-1pm.

COUNSELING

¢ CROSS AND CROWN COUNSELING — offers counseling services to individuals,
couples, and families. We also offer workshops and seminars. Areas we support
but are not limited to include children, adolescent, premarital, marriage, family,
trauma, crisis, grief, anxiety, depression, anger, and divorce. We help our clients
find healing and healthy responses to individual and family needs. We provide
a safe and caring environment to face life situations, address interpersonal and
intrapersonal conflict and help individuals realize their full potential. Our
counselors are trained NCCA Licensed Clinical Christian Counselors, Licensed
Clinical Pastoral Counselors and Certified Temperament Counselors. We also
have Domestic Violence and Trauma Resilience Protocol trained counselors. Our
office is located at 177 SW Oak St. Dallas, OR 97338. For more information please
visit our website at www.crossandcrowncounseling.com or call (503) 917-1625.

IMAGING SERVICES

e WEST VALLEY HOSPITAL — offers state-of-the-art, all-digital diagnostic
imaging services. With your physician’s referral, we provide bone density tests,
CT scans, fluoroscopy, mammography, ultrasound, X-ray and MRI services.
Check out our comfortable and spacious mammography suite. Our imaging
services are located at 525 SE Washington St., Dallas, 503-623-7302. Learn more
at salemhealth.org/westvalley.

LABORATORY SERVICES

e SALEM HEALTH — provides lab services at three convenient locations in
Dallas, Monmouth and Independence. Both fully accredited labs accept health
care provider referrals for collections and testing. The labs also offer employment
and self-referral drug testing. Appointments are not required at either location.
Learn more at salemhealth.org/lab.

WEST VALLEY HOSPITAL — outpatient lab available weekdays 6 a.m. to 8 p.m.,
weekends 7:30 a.m. to 8 p.m., at 525 SE Washington St., Dallas, 503-814-5227
SALEM HEALTH MEDICAL CLINIC — MONMOUTH is open Monday,Tuesday,
Thursday and Friday, 8 a.m. to noon and 1 to 5 p.m., 512 Main St., Suite 300,
503-814-5227.

SALEM HEALTH MEDICAL CLINIC — INDEPENDENCE is open Monday through
Friday, 8 a.m. to noon and 1 to 5 p.m., 1430 Monmouth St., 503-917-2255.

PRIMARY CARE

e SALEM HEALTH MEDICAL CLINICS — are accepting new patients in Dallas,
Monmouth and Independence. With a proactive health care approach, the clinics
provide care for all ages. Services include annual exams, immunizations, lifestyle
counseling. Learn more at salemhealth.org/primary-care.
Dallas — 1000 SE Uglow Ave., 503-623-8376
Independence — 1430 Monmouth St., 503-917-2255
Independence — Central Health and Wellness Center —
1601 Monmouth St., Suite 100, 503-838-0045
Monmouth — 512 Main St., Suite 300, 503-838-1182

Call the Itemizer-Observer at
503-623-2373 to have your business
listed in this directory.
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Dallas Days Delights

PHOTOS BY DAVID HAYES

Many events took place during the annual Dallas
Days. Here's a look at some images captured during
the three-day event July 24-26.

Triton Paddock, 12, puts his arms up in victory after winning the pie eating

contest hosted by New Morning Bakery.
Sophia Harm, 7, takes a bite out of an oversized corn dog sold from a

Dallas Days vendor.
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A Dallas Rotary volunteer prepares a full cooktop’s worth of sausages for
their annual Breakfast in the Park.

lan Paddack remains undefeated, winning his fifth pie eating competition
hosted by New Morning Bakery.

A table of youths enjoy a plate of pancakes, sausage and eggs at the This 1931 Ford Roadster only looks like its speeding as its owner parks it at
Rotary's Breakfast in the Park. the Sunday in the Park Car Show.
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Decked out for Dallas
Days Parade

PHOTOS BY SMY PHOTOGRAPHY
The Annual Dallas Days Parade took to the streets of downtown Dallas
with about 70 entries of floats, cars and organizations participating. Here's
a look at some of the images that captured the attention of attendees.
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AGO

WEDNESDAY,
JULY 30, 1986

Mill contract talks
stalled

The future of talks
between Willamette
Industries and its strik-
ing employees was still
undecided earlier this
week after negotiators at a
Friday mediation session
in Portland failed to reach
an agreement.

Willamette negotiators
said at the session that
they intended to imple-
ment their latest contract
offer starting Monday,
Aug. 4

Union officials are
expected to meet some-
time this week to choose a
course of action.

Dallas PD adjusts to

recent changes

After working for more
than three months with a
short force, Dallas Police
Department is adjusting
to a new staff alignment
and is nearly back to full
strength.

The department lost
Cpl. Ken Morod earlier
this year to the U.S.
Marshal’s Office. Dallas
Police Chief Don Pursel
decided the exchange
offered a chance to exam-
ine the department’s
organization.

“Anytime you lose a
portion of your supervi-
sory structure, then it’s
time to take a look at it,”
Pursel said. “If you’re
going to restructure the
department at all, that’s
the opportunity to do it.”

Dolphin quartet
takes first

Tim Carver, Kevin

Dobbs, Alex Farnstrom
and Joey Penna of the
Blue Dolphins age 9-10
boys relay team took
home blue ribbons in
both medley and freestyle
events at the Seahorse
Invitational Swim Meet
over the weekend.

The two-day event
hosted more than 300
swimmers from 15 teams
throughout the state.

Farnstrom also placed
third in the 50-yard
backstroke, sixth in the
50-yard freestyle and 12th
in the 100-yard freestyle.

Penna took fifth in both
individual medley and 50
freestyle, seventh in 100
freestyle and ninth in both
breaststroke and back-
stroke. Dobbs took fifth in
breaststroke.

50 YEARS
AGO

WEDNESDAY,
JULY 28, 1976

Supplemental funds
proposed

The Dallas Budget
Committee met in special
session Monday night and
approved a supplemen-
tal increase to the city’s
1976-77 budget. The sup-
plemental budget will now
go before a public hearing
tentatively set for 7:30
p.m. Aug. 23.

The supplemental
funds were available as a
result of a surplus from
the 1975-76 fiscal year,
a surplus City Manager
Howard Brandvold said
resulted from departmen-
tal heads “tightening their
belts.”

The supplemental
additions follow the list
of items cut in a budget

Community

Achievement

committee hearing April
29, “plus a few others,”
according to Brandvold.
Included in the list of
items reinstated was
$45,054 to the general
fund, with those funds
split among 16 separate
items.

Youth program

meeting goals

The Polk County Youth
Employment Program is
accomplishing its task of
supplying needed jobs
for the county’s youth,
according to Polk County
Commissioner Alan
Miller.

And what’s more, the
kids agree.

The employment pro-
gram, funded through fed-
eral revenue sharing, cur-
rently has 90 youths, ages
14-18, working on proj-
ects ranging from clerical
duties to weed pulling.

The bulk of the county
youth employment pro-
gram will extend from its
original starting date of
July 12 through the end of
August.

Over $115,000 in
federal revenue sharing
funds was earmarked for
this project by the Polk
County Commissioners to
be used during the 1976-
77 fiscal year. The greater
part of these funds are to
go towards labor costs.

Junior Girls Slowpitch
team wins state

You say it was a state
softball tournament? But
there are only three teams
involved! Yes it’s true.

In Oregon, there are just
three teams registered
with the Amateur Softball
Association in girls slow-
pitch, ages 16-18. On
Saturday, July 24, these

FLASHBACK

This week’s Flashback is from Wednesday, July 30, 1986: COSTUME
WINNER - Celebrating with a kiss, June Jones won the Best Individual
costume in Krazy Dayz judging last week. Jones, an employee of Ron
Terry’s International Video, planted a smooch on Betty Terry of the
same store. (File 1-O photo.)

three teams met at Lyle
Field to determine a state
champion in this age
classification, and the one
which would represent
Oregon in the National
meet in Florida, Aug.
12-15.

The three teams in the
tournament were Dallas,
Valsetz and a team from
the eastern Oregon town
of Ontario.

Dallas won the tourna-
ment, defeating Valsetz
9-7, losing to Ontario
12-10 then winning the
finale 14-13

LOCAL STUDENTS
NAMED NORTHWEST
CONFERENCE
SCHOLAR ATHLETES

The Northwest
Conference office recently
announced the annual

Sugselhloi

Upgrade your gutters this summer!
LeafFilter blocks out common debris.

Save up-to*

35%

NWC Scholar Athletes
list, naming 220 stu-
dent-athletes from Linfield
University as honorees.
The honor is given to
student-athletes of NWC
institutions who maintain
a cumulative grade point

LeafdFilter

°
P
“mmet

+ Free gutter inspection, quote
good for 1year

Call 1-855-536-8838

Promo code: 285

Visit our

website,
www.polkio.com

average of 3.50 or higher
at the end of the academic
year and have participated
in the varsity season.

Among those honored
were the following local
students:

Trace Benner, of Dallas,

a finance major who
competed on the football
team.

Jayden Taylor, of
Monmouth, a mathematics
and physics major who
competed on the women’s
track and field team.

help the blind and visually impaired.
FREE TOWING & TAX DEDUCTIBLE

voucher

Donate Your Car

Imagine the Difference You Can Make
Vehicle donations are fully tax-deductible
and the proceeds help provide services to

When you donate your car, you’ll receive:
v a $200 restaurant

+ a 2-night, 3-day hotel stay
at one of 50 locations

b Call 1-844-533-9173
% Prevent Blindness (i Heritage

GENERAC

#1 standby
generator
worldwide.

Get whole-home

1

power, automatically. " .

Call 877-557-1912 to schedule

your free quote today!

online 24/7

Polk 1O is in print and
« polkio.com

Your junk is someone’s

treasure...
Sell it in the Classifieds...

Go Figure!

aAnswers

CryptoQuip
answer
What might you call the
insolent answers that are
given by misbehaving
children? Brattitude.

Weekly SUDOKU
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WEDNESDAY, JULY 29

8 a.m. - Yoga, Monmouth
Senior Community Center

9 a.m. - Stretch Exercise,
Monmouth Senior Community
Center

10 a.m. - 4-Handed Pinochle/
Card/Table Games, Dallas Area
Senior Center

10 a.m. - Strong People,
Monmouth Senior Community
Center

10:30 a.m. - Little bitty story
time, for babies and very young
toddler, Dallas Public Library,
950 Main St.

11 a.m. - Paradise of Samoa,
Main Street Park, 120 Main
St. E.

11 a.m. - Lunch w/Meals
on Wheels, Monmouth Senior
Community Center

11 a.m. - Mah-Jongg, Dallas
Area Senior Center

11:30 p.m. - Summer
Reading Program Event:
Minecraft in the Park, Dallas
City Park

11:45 a.m. - Better Together,
Monmouth Senior Community
Center

12 p.m. - Watch Repair &
Knife Sharpening, Monmouth
Senior Community Center

1 p.m. - Walking Group,
Dallas Area Senior Center

1 p.m. - Ten Minute Writing,
Monmouth Senior Community
Center

1 p.m. - Wii bowling, Dallas
Area Senior Center

2 p.m. - Fairy Farm, create
your own fairy-sized farm
or garden, for ages 5-18,
Monmouth Public Library, 168
Ecols St.

4 p.m. Connecting Loose
Threads for Charity, Monmouth
Senior Community Center

6 p.m. - Open Mic Night,
Brew Coffee & Tap House

6:30 p.m. - Live Music:
Music in the Park - Ben Rice
& The PDX Hustle, Main
Street Park, 120 Main St. E.,
Monmouth

7:10 p.m. - Alcoholics
Anonymous Newcomers
Meeting, Trinity Lutheran
Church, 320 SE Fir Villa Road,
Dallas

THURSDAY, JULY 30

8 a.m. - Yoga, Monmouth
Senior Community Center

10 a.m. - Cards/Table Games,
Dallas Area Senior Center

10:15 a.m. - Low Impact
Exercise, Dallas Area Senior
Center

10:30 a.m. - Children’s
Storytime, for ages 0-5, Dallas
Public Library, 950 Main St.

10:30 a.m. - Bounces and
Rhymes: Spring Series, for
ages 0-2, Monmouth Public

Community Calendar

Library, 168 Ecols St. S.

11:10 a.m. - Low Impact
Exercise, Dallas Area Senior
Center

11:30 a.m. - Lunch Bunch,
Dallas Area Senior Center

12 p.m. - Blood Pressure
Checks, Monmouth Senior
Community Center

12 p.m. - Pinochle,
Monmouth Senior Community
Center, City Hall, 555 South
Main St.

12 p.m. - Bridge, Dallas Area
Senior Center

3 p.m. - Friends of the
Monmouth Senior Center Board
meeting

5:30 p.m. - Women’s Bunko
Night, $5 to play, 1079 SE
Jefferson St., Dallas

6 p.m. - Name That Tune
Music Trivia with Sam, West
Valley Taphouse, 957 Main St.,
Dallas

6:30 p.m. - Live Music:
Longshore Drift, Elysium
Botanicals Wines and Vineyard,
8175 Buena Vista Road,
Independence

6:30 p.m. - Connecting Loose
Threads, Monmouth Senior
Community Center

6:30 p.m. - Governing with
the Consent of the Governed,
an Oregon Humanities
Conversation Project with facil-
itator Nick Nash, Dallas Public
Library, 950 Main St.

7 p.m. - Alcoholics
Anonymous Back to Basics,
Grace Baptist Church, 1855 E.
Ellendale Ave., Dallas

FRIDAY, JULY 31

8 a.m. - Yoga, Monmouth
Senior Community Center

9 a.m. - Stretch exercise,
Monmouth Senior Community
Center

10 a.m. - Art Workshop/
CardsTable Games/6 Handed
Pinochle, Dallas Area Senior
Center

10 a.m. - Writer’s Workshop,
Monmouth Senior Community
Center

10 a.m. - Gardening Class,
Dallas Area Senior Center

10 a.m. - Strong People,
Monmouth Senior Community
Center

10:30 a.m. - Storytime,
Independence Public Library

11 a.m. - Jewelry Making,
Monmouth Senior Community
Center

12 p.m. - Watch repair clinic,
Dallas Area Senior Center

1 p.m. - Tai Chi with Chery/
Munchies and Melodies,
Monmouth Senior Community
Center

1 p.m. - Free Movie and
Craft: “Bad Guys 2” and trans-
parent bookmark craft, Dallas

Public Library, 950 Main St.

1:30 p.m. - 10-Minute
Writing, Dallas Area Senior
Center

2 p.m. - Pollinator Pals,
create a garden drinking sta-
tion, for ages 5-18, Monmouth
Public Library, 168 Ecols St.

6 p.m. - Live Music: Rivers
Edge Concert Series presents
Shoot To Thrill (AC/DC trib-
ute), with opener The Archived
(80’s one hit wonders)
Independence Amphitheater at
Riverview Park

6:30 p.m. - Live Music:
Generator, Elysium Botanicals
Wines and Vineyard,

8175 Buena Vista Road,
Independence

6:30 p.m. - Alcoholics
Anonymous Friday Night
Meeting, Salt Creek Baptist
Church, Dallas

6:30 p.m. - Acoustic Music
Jam, Guthrie Park, 4320 Kings
Valley Highway S.

7:30 p.m. - Alcoholics
Anonymous Speaker Meeting,
Dallas Church, 450 SE
Washington St.

SATURDAY, AUG. 1

8:30 a.m. - Friends of
the Senior Center Pancake
Breakfast, Monmouth Senior
Community Center

9 a.m. - Independence
Riverview Farmers Market, top
of Riverview Park

9 a.m. - Yoga in the Park,
Riverview Park, Independence,
free

9 a.m. - Independence
Farmers Market, Umpqua Bank
parking lot, 302 S. Main St.

1 p.m. - Bingo at the
Independence Elks Lodge, 289
S. Main St.

6 p.m. - Live Music: Syco
Billy’s String Band, Elysium
Botanicals Wines and Vineyard,
8175 Buena Vista Road,
Independence

7 p.m. - Alcoholics
Anonymous Saturday Night
Live, Faith Lutheran Church,
200 Monmouth-Independence
Highway, Monmouth

SUNDAY, AUG. 2

1 p.m. - Live Music: Carrie
Price, Elysium Botanicals
Wines and Vineyard,

8175 Buena Vista Road,
Independence

7 p.m. - Alcoholics
Anonymous Monmouth Big
Book Study, Faith Lutheran
Church, 200 Monmouth-
Independence Highway,
Monmouth

MONDAY, AUG. 3

7 a.m. - Alcoholics
Anonymous Serenity at 7, Life

Center Foursquare Church, 437
D St., Independence

8 a.m. - Yoga, Monmouth
Senior Community Center

9 a.m. - Stretch Exercise,
Monmouth Senior Community
Center

10 a.m. - Rotating
Pinochle/5-Crowns Game/
Cards/Table Games, Dallas
Area Senior Center

10 a.m. - Hand & Foot/
Cribbage, Monmouth Senior
Community Center

11 a.m. - Lunch w/Meals
On Wheels, Monmouth Senior
Community Center

12 p.m. - Bridge, Dallas Area
Senior Center

12 p.m. - Alcoholics
Anonymous Noon Step Study,
Grace Baptist Church, 1855 E
Ellendale Ave., Dallas

1 p.m. - Walking Group,
Dallas Area Senior Center

1 p.m. - Bunko/Tai Chi
with Cheryl/Technology Help
with Ian, Monmouth Senior
Community Center

4 p.m. - Karaoke, Dallas
Area Senior Center

6 p.m. - Trivia Nights, Forest
Pass Brewing, 735 SW Maple
St., Dallas

6 p.m. - Dallas City Council
Work Session, City Hall, 187
SE Court St.

6:30 p.m. - Live Music: New
Horizons Orchestra Concert,
Monmouth Senior Community
Center

7 p.m. - Independence
Planning Commission meeting,
City Hall, 555 S Main St.

7 p.m. - Dallas City Council
meeting, City Hall, 187 SE
Court St.

7:30 p.m. - Alcoholics
Anonymous Old Guthrie Park,
Guthrie Park Community
Center

TUESDAY, AUG. 4

8 a.m. - Yoga, Monmouth
Senior Community Center

9 a.m. - Chair Yoga/Wii
Bowling, Monmouth Senior
Community Center

10 a.m. - Cards/Table Games,
Dallas Area Senior Center

10 a.m. - Age Cafg,
Monmouth Senior Community
Center

10:15 a.m. - Low Impact
Exercise, Dallas Area Senior
Center

10:30 a.m. - Children’s Story
Time, for ages 5 and under,
Dallas Public library at 950
Main St.

10:30 a.m. - Circle of
Friends, Dallas Area Senior
Center

10:30 a.m. - Summer
Stories and Play, for ages 3-5,
Monmouth Public Library, 168

Ecols St. S.

11:10 a.m. - Low Impact
Exercise, Dallas Area Senior
Center

12 p.m. - Pinochle,
Monmouth Senior Community
Center

1 p.m. - Bunko, Dallas Area
Senior Center

4 p.m. - Dallas Ad Hoc
Charter Review Committee,
City Hall, 187 SE Court St.

5:30 p.m. - Dallas Urban
Renewal District Advisory
Committee Meeting, City Hall,
187 SE Court St.

6 p .m. - Trivia Night, West
Valley Taphouse, 957 S Main
St., Dallas

6:30 p.m. - Monmouth City
Council meeting, City Hall, 151
Main St. W.

7 p.m. - Alcoholics
Anonymous Tuesday Grace,
Grace Baptist Church, 1855 E
Ellendale Ave., Dallas

WEDNESDAY, AUG. 5

8 a.m. - Yoga, Monmouth
Senior Community Center

9 a.m. - Stretch Exercise,
Monmouth Senior Community
Center

10 a.m. - 4-Handed Pinochle/
Card/Table Games, Dallas Area
Senior Center

10 a.m. - Strong People,
Monmouth Senior Community
Center

10:30 a.m. - Little bitty story
time, for babies and very young
toddler, Dallas Public Library,
950 Main St.

11 a.m. - Lunch w/Meals
on Wheels, Monmouth Senior
Community Center

11 a.m. - Mah-Jongg, Dallas
Area Senior Center

11:45 a.m. - Better Together,
Monmouth Senior Community
Center

12 p.m. - Watch Repair &
Knife Sharpening, Monmouth
Senior Community Center

1 p.m. - Walking Group,
Dallas Area Senior Center

1 p.m. - Ten Minute Writing,
Monmouth Senior Community
Center

1 p.m. - Wii bowling, Dallas
Area Senior Center

4 p.m. Connecting Loose
Threads for Charity, Monmouth
Senior Community Center

6 p.m. - Open Mic Night,
Brew Coffee & Tap House

6:30 p.m. - Live Music:
Music in the Park - Rose’s
Pawn Shop, Main Street Park,
120 Main St. E., Monmouth

7:10 p.m. - Alcoholics
Anonymous Newcomers
Meeting, Trinity Lutheran
Church, 320 SE Fir Villa Road,
Dallas

EOLA HILLS HOSTS
PUBLIC PAINT PARTY
JULY 30

Eola Hills Wine Sellers hosts
a public paint party painting
“Grapes of Mirth” presented
by Serendipities by Dena, 6-8
p.m. July 30 at 501 S. Pacific
Highway, Dallas. No experi-
ence required. All supplies and
instructions included. Purchase
tickets online at https://seren-
dipitiesbydena.com.

FALLS CITY PRIDE
RETURNS AUG. 1

The Falls City Pride event
returns Aug. 1. There will be
vendors and activities, perfor-
mances, games, and something
for everyone to enjoy. For a
full list of events, go to www.
facebook.com/fallscitypride.

WORLD GYM HOSTS
CHARITY GOLF
TOURNAMENT AUG. 1

World Gym celebrates its
50th anniversary with a Charity
Golf Tournament at 9 a.m. Aug.

Community Briefs

1 at Dallas Golf Club, 11875
Orrs Corner Road. Proceeds
are being donated to H20 in
Dallas to aid in their extensive
efforts to help give back to the
community. To sign up, stop by
the front desk at World Gym,
or email Landon2300g@gmail.
com.

COUNTY DEMOCRATS
TO HAVE BOOTH AT
COUNTY FAIR

The Polk County Democrats
invite visitors to the Polk
County Fair to stop by their
booth which opens at 2 p.m.
Aug. 5. The fair then runs
every day, through Aug. 8 from
10 a.m. to 10 p.m. They’ll
have voter and candidate
information, pins, bumper
stickers, yard signs and lively
conversation.

DALLAS MOSAIC
LADIES HOST BUNCO
NIGHT AUG. 6

Dallas Mosaic Ladies host
Women’s Bunco Night from
5:30-7:30 p.m Aug. 6 at 1079

SE Jefferson St., in Dallas. The
$5 buy in goes toward prizes.
Bring a dish/snack/dessert to
share if you want. For more
information, text Jenny at (541)
300-8713.

STRUTS AND FRETS
PRESENTS TWELFTH
NIGHT

The Struts and Frets Theater
Company presents Twelfth
Night at 7 p.m. Aug. 7-9 and
13-15 at the Main Street Park
Amphitheater in Monmouth.
The Aug. 14 performance will
be ASL interpreted. Admission
is free. As it’s ground seating,
bring your own lawn chair or
blanket.

LIVESTOCK ASSOCIATION
HOSTS A YOUTH MARKET
AUCTION AUG. 8

The Polk County Livestock
Association presents a 2026
Youth Market Auction at 10
a.m. Aug. 8 at the Polk County
Fairgrounds, at 520 S. Pacific
Highway West, in Rickreall.
The Polk County 4-H/FFA

Youth Livestock Auction show-
cases their local 4-H and FFA
livestock exhibitors and their
market projects. Come to the
auctions and make a purchase
to help young people meet their
goals and reward them for all
of their hard work.

DDA HOSTS BINGO
SCHOOL SUPPLY DRIVE
AUG. 1

The Dallas Downtown
Association hosts a bingo
school supply drive at 6 p.m.
Aug. 11 at Two Wolves Tap
Room, 171 Court St. There is
a $15 buy in and extra black-
out cards for school supply
donations.

CENTRAL LIONS CLUB
HOSTS CRUISE-IN AND
CAR SHOW AUG. 15

The 15th Annual Central
Lions Club Cruise-In and Car
Show is from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Aug. 15 at the Independence
Riverview Park and
Amphitheater in Independence.
This family-friendly event

features classic cars, custom
builds, hot rods, an awards cer-
emony, a community breakfast,
raffles, and a 50/50 drawing.

A $10 Community Breakfast is
from 8-10:30 a.m. An awards
ceremony of the top entries is
at 2:30 p.m. For more informa-
tion, go to the Central Lions
Club Facebook page.

XTREME DANCE
COMPANY HOSTS BINGO
FUNDRAISER AUG. 20

The Xtreme Dance Company
hosts an Xtreme Family Bingo
Night Fundraiser at 6 p.m. Aug.
20 at 976 S Main St., in Dallas.
Grab your family, invite your
friends, and join us for a fun
night of bingo, prizes, food,
and community fun.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

Help keep Hunter Arboretum
on Park Street in Dallas
looking good for visitors on
Tuesdays from 9 a.m. to noon.
Choose the work you want to
do and take a break with us at
10:30. All are welcome.

Your junk is someone’s treasure....Sell it in the Classifieds....
It’s easy... just log onto www.polkio.com To get your order started
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Every week you’ll find special values from Polk County Businesses. For more advertising values, local news, sports and
comment...Why not subscribe to The Polk County Itemizer-Observer?
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HOMES FOR SALE

Audien Hearing. The
world’s first hearing aid with
touchscreen controls. No tiny
buttons, apps or prescriptions.
45-day risk free trial. Free
shipping. Lifetime support.
More than 1.5 million happy
customers. Call Audien 1-844-
387-1163.

DIRECTV OVER INTERNET
Get your favorite live TV,
sports and local channels.
99% signal reliability!
CHOICE Package, $84.99/
mo for 12 months. HBO
Max and Premium Channels
included for 3 mos (w/
CHOICE Package or higher.)
No annual contract, no hidden
fees! Some restrictions apply.
Call IVS 1-855-602-2009.

DIVORCE $130. Complete
preparation. |Includes
children, custody, support,
property and bills division.
No court appearances.
Divorced in 1-5 weeks
possible. 503-772-5295. www.
paralegalalternatives.com
legalalt@msn.com.

Donate your car, truck, boat,
RV and more to support our
veterans! Schedule a FAST,
FREE vehicle pickup and
receive a top tax deduction!
Call Veteran Car Donations at
1-866-695-9265 today!

Get a break on your taxes!
Donate your car, truck, or
SUV to assist the blind and
visually impaired. Arrange a
swift, no-cost vehicle pickup
and secure a generous tax
credit for 2025. Call Heritage
for the Blind Today at 1-844-
533-9173 today!

Get Boost Infinite! Unlimited
Talk, Text and Data For Just
$25/mo! The Power Of 3 5G
Networks, One Low Price!
Call Today and Get The
Latest iPhone Every Year On
Us! 844-955-3417.

Get DISH Satellte TV +
Internet! Free Install, Free
HD-DVR Upgrade, 80,000
On-Demand Movies, Plus
Limited Time Up To $600 In
Gift Cards. Call Today! 1-866-
373-9175.

Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can
install a new, custom bath
or shower in as little as
one day. For a limited time,
waiving ALL installation
costs! Additional terms apply.
Subject to change and vary by
dealer. (Offer ends 12/27/26.)
Call 1-855-341-5268.

No more cleaning out gutters.
Guaranteed! LeafFilter
is backed by a no-clog
guarantee and lifetime
transferrable warranty. Call
today 1-855-536-8838 to
schedule a FREE inspection
and no obligation estimate.
Get 15% off your entire
order. Plus, Military & Seniors
get an additional 10% off.
Limited time only. Restrictions
apply, see representative for
warranty and offer details.

YMT today. 1-866-335-3689.
700

ITEMS FOR SALE

Collapsable transport chair,
padded armrest, 7-inch
wheels, removable metal
footrest, $259 value, asking
$175. 503-837-0762.

702

GARAGE SALES

Portable Oxygen Concentrator
May Be Covered by Medicare!
Reclaim independence and
mobility with the compact
design and long-lasting
battery of Inogen One. Free
information kit! Call 855-839-
0752.

Prepare for power outages
today with a Generac Home
Standby Generator. Act now
to receive a FREE 5-Year
warranty with qualifying
purchase. Call 1-877-557-
1912 today to schedule a
free quote. It's not just a
generator. It’s a power move.

The bathroom of your
dreams in as little as 1 day.
Limited Time Offer - $1000
off or No Payments and No
Interest for 18 months for
customers who qualify. BCI
Bath & Shower. Many options
available. Quality materials
& professional installation.
Senior & Military Discounts
Available. Call Today! 1-844-
847-9778.

We buy 8,000 cars a week.
Sell your old, busted or junk
car with no hoops, haggles
or headaches. Sell your car
to Peddle. Easy three step
process. Instant offer. Free
pickup. Fast payment. Call
1-855-980-4382.

We Buy Houses for Cash AS
IS! No repairs. No fuss. Any
condition. Easy three step
process: Call, get cash offer
and get paid. Get your fair
cash offer today by calling
Liz Buys Houses: 1-866-249-
8679.

YMT Vacations. Over 50
guided tours available.
Affordable, social and stress-
free travel designed for
mature travelers. Our tours
include accommodations,
transportation, baggage
handling, sightseeing,
entrance fees, a professional
Tour Director and select
meals. For a limited time
SAVE $250 on all tours. Call

Garage Sale at 350 Broad St
S, Monmouth! Thursday July
30th through Saturday August
1st, 9AM to 5PM. Tools, Car
Parts, Plants, Rocks, Clothes
& MORE!

Garage Sale Saturday, Aug.
1. 9 am. to 3 p.m. at 561
SE Mifflin St Dallas OR.
Household items, books, tools
and other misc. ltems

903

CONDOS

For Rent 2 bedroom 1 1/2
bath condo in Dallas. $1350/
month. Water, sewer, garbage
paid. For appointment call
503-580-8875

707

JEWELRY

20% Off

This month

- IN STOCK -
BIRTHSTONE JEWELRY
JULY BIRTHSTONE IS

Ruby

In history, it was believed
that the Ruby evoked images
of riches, royalty and passion.

503-623-3117
837 Main St. « Dallas
me=  Tues-Fri 9:30-5:30
- Sat 9:30-4

=
- A

Beautiful ranch style home with QUALITY updates &
finishes. Living room has open beams & built in storage.
Kitchen was well planned with abundant storage & efficient
appliances. 4bd/2 bath. Remodeled bath has handicap access
shower. Gorgeous yard with covered paver patio. 12x16 shed/
shop. $499,000.00 (#843073)

| REALTY BN
THIS WEEK'S FEATURED HOMES

Clean move in ready home in Monmouth. 4bd/2
bath. New roof and exterior paint in 2025. New range
2026. Updated bathroom and flooring. Located blocks from
Western Oregon University and downtown Monmouth.
$350,000.00 (#841228)

This clean and spacious 2bd/2 bath home is situated on
maybe the largest lot in the 55+ community. Open floor plan
home has a large functional kitchen with built in hutch in
dining area. New roof in 2025 and heat pump. $129,000.00
(1842196)

REALTOR"

Tanna Cable Girod

Great location in a 55+ community. Great home,
affordable price. Southern facing that provides nice light.
3bd/2 bath. Home has a nice flow with the primary suite
separate from bedrooms 2 & 3. Laundry room off the
kitchen. Electric furnace. $89,900.00 (#840156)

Timm Cable Franki Cable
Broker Broker Broker
503-551-5357 503-931-6800 503-569-9649

503-838-1912
1697 Monmouth St., Independence

Licensed Mobile Home Dealer
Member Willamette Valley Multiple Listing Service
* View our listings at www.ccablerealty.com ®

=

LA L e e
ORFOETUNITY

www.polkio.com

CHUCK'S

LAWN CARE

* Year Around
Maintenance
* One Time
Clean Up

Making your yard look
great is my goal

- Chuck Sinsel
(Owner/Operator)

* Weed Control
« Fertilizing Program

003-991-8637

chuckslawncare@myyahoo.com | http://chuckslawncareyolasite.com

- Bark Dusting

.and more....

RN

WILD HORSE

REAL ESTATE

Cell: 503.991.6783

'ild Horse
Real Estate

Tory Boline, Principal Broker

4975 Enterprise Rd. | Dallas, OR

Residential to Horse properties

and all sizes in between!?

@ | @ TABRedlEstate | WildHorseRedlEstateOregon.com

ToryBoline@gmail.com | ToryBoline.com

SERVICE DIRECTORY

Products & Services provided by Polk County Professionals

Commercial
Industrial
Residential

New Buildings
Remodels

503.364. 820

Additions

Private Development
Public Utilities
Partitions
Subdivisions

LOCKE ENGINEERS:z

CIVIL - STRUCTURAL - SURVEYING

Boundary Surveys
Topographic Surveys
Property Lines/Corners
ALTA/NSPS Land Title
Surveys

289 E. Ellendale Ave, Suite 703, Dallas, OR 57338
LockeEngineers.com | infoi@dockeangineers.com

Make your
name known!

Contact our Advertising Team
to find out how.

polkio.com |503.623.2373

Refinishing & Repairs/Over 40 Years Experience

Furniture Restoration

(503) 931-1440

Bob Lesh, Owner
atkron155@gmail.com

MARTIN CISNEROS CONSTRUCTION
POLE BUILDING & CONCRETE

Shops . Garages . Arenas . Hay Storage
Commercial . Agricultural . Residential

503-375-9273

CCB# 135771
Licensed, Bonded & Insured
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PCl026-345 IN THE
CIRCUIT COURT OF THE
STATE OF OREGON FOR
THE COUNTY OF POLK
PROBATE DEPARTMENT
In the Matter of the Estate
of: DONALD ERNEST
MARTIN, Deceased. Case
No.: 26PB05332 NOTICE TO
INTERESTED PERSONS
Notice: The Circuit Court of
the State of Oregon, for the
County of Polk, has appointed
Cynthia Burton as Personal
Representative of the Estate
of Donald Ernest Martin,
deceased. All persons having
claims against said estate are
required to present the same,
with proper vouchers to the
Personal Representative, c/o
Stan Butterfield, P.C., Attorney
at Law, 605 SW Church St.,
Dallas, OR 97338, within four
months from the date of the
first publication of this notice
as stated below, or they may
be barred. All persons whose
rights may be affected by
this proceeding may obtain
additional information from
the records of the court, the
Personal Representative, or
the Attorney for the Personal
Representative. Dated and
first published July 29, 2026.
Cynthia Buron, Personal
Representative c/o Stan
Butterfield, P.C. Attorney at
Law 605 SW Church St.,
Dallas, OR 97338 Telephone:
(503) 623-2427 Email: stan@
stanbutterfield.com 07/29/26

PCl026-346 IN THE
CIRCUIT COURT OF THE
STATE OF OREGON FOR
THE COUNTY OF POLK
PROBATE DEPARTMENT In
the Matter of the Estate of:
ROBERT JAMES BAKER,
Deceased. Case No.:
26PB06243 NOTICE TO
INTERESTED PERSONS
Notice: The Circuit Court of
the State of Oregon, for the
County of Polk, has appointed
Wyatt Ivan Baker as Personal
Representative of the Estate
of Robert James Baker,
deceased. All persons having
claims against said estate are
required to present the same,
with proper vouchers to the
Personal Representative, c/o
Stan Butterfield, P.C., Attorney
at Law, 605 SW Church St.,
Dallas, OR 97338, within four
months from the date of the
publication of this notice as
stated below, or they may be
barred. All persons whose
rights may be affected by
this proceeding may obtain
additional information from
the records of the court, the
Personal Representative,
or the Attorney for the
Personal Representative.
Date published July 29, 2026.
Wyatt Ivan Baker, Personal
Representative c/o Stan
Butterfield, P.C. Attorney at
Law 605 SW Church St.,
Dallas, OR 97338 Telephone:
(503) 623-2427 Email: stan@
stanbutterfield.com 07/29/26

PCl026-347 Notice of Self
Storage Sale Please take
notice IN Self Storage -
Salem Wallace located at 300
Musgrave Ave., NW Salem
OR 97304 intends to hold a
sale to sell the property stored
at the Facility by the below
list of Occupants whom are in
default at an Auction. The sale
will occur as an online auction
via www.storagetreasures.
com on 8/19/2026 at
10:00AM. Dustin Schur Unit
#077; Laban J Quimby Unit
#152; Aaron Hancock Unit
#197; Lisa Szabo Unit #3014;
Adam WIllson Unit #5025;

PUBLI

Information for the
report comes from law
enforcement agencies.
Not all calls for service
are included. The status
of arrests reported may
change after further
investigation. Individuals
arrested or suspected of
crimes are considered
innocent until proven

guilty.

Monmouth Police
Department

THURSDAY, JULY 16

Alarm: Officers investi-
gated an alarm at a busi-
ness and found it secure.
An employee on-site
confirmed there were no
issues.

Welfare Check: A caller
reported an unknown indi-
vidual lying in an apart-
ment complex parking
lot. Responders searched
the area on foot and by
vehicle but were unable
to locate the individual or
anyone in distress.

Suspicious Activity: A
resident reported multiple
illegal fireworks being set
off. Officers spoke with

David Rash Unit #602. This
sale may be withdrawn at any
time without notice. Certain
terms and conditions apply.
07/29/26, 08/05/26

PCl026-348 Notice of Self
Storage Sale Please take
notice IN Self Storage - Salem
West located at 2401 Salem
Dallas Hwy NW, Salem, OR
97304 intends to hold a sale
to sell the property stored at
the Facility by the below list
of Occupants whom are in
default at an Auction. The sale
will occur as an online auction
via www.storagetreasures.
com on 8/19/2026 at
10:00AM. Kenya Pettigrew
Unit #197; Christine Leek
Unit #419. This sale may be
withdrawn at any time without
notice. Certain terms and
conditions apply. 07/29/26,
08/05/26

PCIO26-349 Public Notice
& Notice of Public Hearing
The City Council of Falls
City is considering the sale
or lease of the former City
Hall building and surrounding
property (299 Mill Street, Falls
City, OR 97344). As a new
City Hall building has been
identified and is currently
under operational use, the
former City Hall building and
property has been deemed
surplus to the organization
(May 4, 2026). The building
is zoned Commercial-
Residential, and thus may be
sold or leased for residential
or commercial purposes. The
nature of the proposed sale
and the general terms thereof,
including an appraisal or
other evidence of the market
value of the property, shall
be fully disclosed by the City
Council at the public hearing.
A meeting will be held by the
City Council at 6:00 p.m. on
August 3, 2026, at the Falls
City Community Center, 320
N. Main, Falls City, Oregon,
97344. This meeting can
be attended via remote
access, the link and phone
number are on the City of
Falls City website at https://
www.fallscityoregon.gov/
The location of the hearing
is accessible to persons with
disabilities. Please contact
Jeremy Teal at 503-787-3631
if you will need any special
accommodations to attend
or participate in the meeting.
07/29/26

PCI1026-337 PUBLICATION
FOR: POLK COUNTY,
OREGON IN THE SUPERIOR
COURT OF THE STATE
OF WASHINGTON |IN
AND FOR THE COUNTY
OF PIERCE JUVENILE
DEPARTMENT THE STATE
OF WASHINGTON TO
ERIC D. MERCIER, alleged
father IRIS MERCIER; DOB:
12/15/2010; Cause No. 26-
7-00294-4; A Dependency
Petition was filed 4/17/26;
ERIC D. MERCIER, alleged
father MILES MERCIER,;
DOB: 1/11/2009; Cause No.
26-7-00293-6; A Dependency
Petition was filed 4/17/26;
AND TO WHOM IT MAY
CONCERN: A Fact Finding
Hearing will be held on
this matter on: August 25,
2026, at 1:30 p.m. at Pierce
County Family and Juvenile
Court, 5501 6th Avenue,
Tacoma WA 98406. You are
summoned to appear at the
hearing on the date, time, and
place set forth above. The
court expects you to appear
in person unless there are
extenuating circumstances

C RECORD

the individuals involved,
who were cooperative

and possessed only small
fireworks. They were edu-
cated on current fire dan-
gers and local regulations.

Unauthorized Use of
a Motor Vehicle: A vehi-
cle owner reported an
unknown male sleeping in
his car. Officers arrived,
contacted the male, and
determined he did not
have permission to be
there. He was arrested and
transported to the county
jail.

Medical Emergency:
Officers responded to a
residence for a report of
an unresponsive elderly
resident. Despite perform-
ing life-saving measures,
the individual was con-
firmed deceased.

Fraud: A resident
reported being misled into
providing a large sum of
money to an acquaintance
who claimed to be expe-
riencing financial and
medical hardship before
ceasing communication.

Suspicious Activity: An
individual alleged that a
phone was stolen during a
dispute at a park. Officers

that prevent you from being
able to do so. If appearing
by zoom participate at https://
zoom.us/join or call 253-215-
8782 using Zoom Meeting ID
921 9561 1785, Passcode
444705. YOU SHOULD
BE PRESENT AT THIS
HEARING. THE HEARING
WILL DETERMINE IF YOUR
CHILD IS DEPENDENT
AS DEFINED IN RCW
13.34.030(6). THIS BEGINS
A JUDICIAL PROCESS
WHICH COULD RESULT
IN PERMANENT LOSS OF
YOUR PARENTAL RIGHTS.
IF YOU DO NOT APPEAR
AT THE HEARING THE
COURT MAY ENTER A
DEPENDENCY ORDER
IN YOUR ABSENCE. To
request a copy of the Notice,
Summons, and Dependency
Petition, call DCYF at 1-800-
423-6246. To view information
about your rights in this
proceeding, go to www.atg.
wa.gov/DPY.aspx. 07/22/26,
07/29/26, 08/05/26

PCl026-335 NOTICE OF
SALE OF ABANDONED
MANUFACTURED HOME
Greenway Estates MHC-LP,
its agents and managers,
will sell the below-described
manufactured home by
private sealed bid for the
highest offered received.
The manufactured home
has been abandoned. The
manufactured home tenant
and owner are described
below. Bids for cash payment
will be accepted until 9:00 am,
August 3, 2026. Interested
parties may contact landlord/
manager Greenway Estates
MHC-LP c/o Amy and Buddy
Chick by phone at 503-623-
8241 or by mail c/o Gardner
Beckley Meadows, LLC at
975 Oak Street, Suite 625,
Eugene, Oregon 97401 for the
following manufactured home
described as: Manufacturer:
GUERDON; Year: 1977;
Model: STATLER; Serial:
7027-A, and 7027-B; Home
ID No.: 214190; located
at 450 LaCreole Drive SE,
Space #120, Dallas, Oregon
97338; owners: Personal
Representative of the Estate
of Bernard Lewis, Heirs,
Devisees, and Interested
Parties, and Bernard Lewis.
07/22/26, 07/29/26

PCl1026-336 TRUSTEE’S
NOTICE OF SALE The
Trustee under the terms of
the Trust Deed described
herein, at the direction of the
Beneficiary, hereby elects to
sell the property described in
the Trust Deed to satisfy the
obligations secured thereby.
Pursuant to ORS 86.771,
the following information is
provided: PARTIES: Grantor:
, JOANNE K. HOFFSTETTER
Trustee: , FIRST AMERICAN

TITLE Successor Trustee:
, NANCY K. CARY
Beneficiary: , SHERRAE

M. VAUPEL DESCRIPTION
OF PROPERTY: The real
property is described as
follows: Beginning at the
Northeast corner of Block
2, in Henry Hil's Town of
Independence, Polk County,
Oregon; thence South along
the East line of said Block
2, a distance of 104.0 feet;
thence West a distance of
148 2 feet to the alley; thence
North a distance of 104.0 feet
to the North line of said Block
2; thence East a distance of
148 1/2 feet to the place of
beginning and being a part
of Lot 2 and all of Lot 1 in
said Block 2. RECORDING.

The Trust Deed was recorded
as follows: Date Recorded:
March 10, 2021 Recording
No. 2021-004336 Official
Records of Polk County,
Oregon DEFAULT. The
Grantor or any other person
obligated on the Trust Deed
and Promissory Note secured
thereby is in default and the
Beneficiary seeks to foreclose
the Trust Deed for failure
to pay: Monthly payments
in the amount of $1,089.10
each, due the tenth of each
month, for the months of
April 2025 through March
2026; plus late charges and
advances; plus any unpaid
real property taxes or liens,
plus interest. AMOUNT DUE.
The amount due on the Note
which is secured by the
Trust Deed referred to herein
is: Principal balance in the
amount of $107,890.46; plus
interest at the rate of 11.990%
per annum from March 10,
2025; plus late charges of
$647.52; plus advances and
foreclosure attorney fees and
costs. SALE OF PROPERTY.
The Trustee hereby states
that the property will be sold to
satisfy the obligations secured
by the Trust Deed. A Trustee’s
Notice of Default and Election
to Sell Under Terms of Trust
Deed has been recorded in
the Official Records of Polk
County, Oregon. TIME OF
SALE. Date: , September 17,
2026 Time: , 11:00 a.m. Place:
, Polk County Courthouse,
Front Entrance, 850 Main
Street, Dallas, Oregon 97338
RIGHT TO REINSTATE.
Any person named in ORS
86.778 has the right, at any
time that is not later than
five days before the Trustee
conducts the sale, to have
this foreclosure dismissed and
the Trust Deed reinstated by
payment to the Beneficiary
of the entire amount then
due, other than such portion
of the principal as would not
then be due had no default
occurred, by curing any other
default that is capable of
being cured by tendering the
performance required under
the obligation or Trust Deed
and by paying all costs and
expenses actually incurred in
enforcing the obligation and
Trust Deed, together with the
trustee’s and attorney’s fees
not exceeding the amount
provided in ORS 86.778.
NOTICE REGARDING
POTENTIAL HAZARDS
(This notice is required
for notices of sale sent on
or after January 1, 2015.)
Without limiting the trustee’s
disclaimer of representations
or warranties, Oregon law
requires the trustee to state
in this notice that some
residential property sold at
a trustee’s sale may have
been used in manufacturing
methamphetamines, the
chemical components of
which are known to be toxic.
Prospective purchasers of
residential property should
be aware of this potential
danger before deciding to
place a bid for this property
at the trustee’s sale. You
may reach the Oregon
State Bar’s Lawyer Referral
Service at 503-684-3763 or
toll-free in Oregon at 800-
452-7636 or you may visit
its website at: www.osbar.
org. Legal assistance may
be available if you have a
low income and meet federal
poverty guidelines. For more
information and a directory
of legal aid programs, go to
http://www.oregonlawhelp.
org. Any questions regarding

this matter should be
directed to Lisa Summers,
Paralegal, (541) 686-0344
(TS #31564.19). DATED:
April 8, 2026. Nancy K. Cary,
Successor Trustee, Hershner
Hunter, LLP, P.O. Box 1475,
Eugene, OR 97440. 07/15/26,
07/22/26, 07/29/26, 08/05/26

PCl1026-326 TRUSTEE’S
NOTICE OF SALE Loan
No: 1021333128 T.S. No.:
25-14401 Reference is made
to that certain deed made
by, ANDRES BAROCIO as
Grantor to KEVIN P. MORAN,
as trustee, in favor of FIGURE
LENDING LLC, as Beneficiary,
dated 9/17/2020, recorded
9/23/2020, in official records
of Polk County, Oregon as
Instrument No. 2020-013790
(indicated which), covering
the following described real
property situated in said
County and State, to-wit:
APN: 06701-CC-06000 |
549293 LOT 58, PIONEER
HEIGHTS SUBDIVISION, IN
THE CITY OF WILLAMINA,
COUNTY OF POLK STATE
OF OREGON. Property
Commonly known as: 1312
SW PONDEROSA DR,
WILLAMINA, Oregon 97396
Both the beneficiary and
the trustee have elected to
sell the said real property
to satisfy the obligations
secured by said trust deed
and notice has been recorded
pursuant to Section 86.735(3)
of Oregon Revised Statutes:
the default for which the
foreclosure is made is the
grantor’s: Borrowers failure
to pay the full amount due
on 9/23/2025, constituting a
default under the terms of
the loan documents. By this
reason of said default the
beneficiary has declared all
obligations secured by said
deed of trust immediately
due and payable, said sums
being the following, to-wit: The
sum of $9,439.33 together
with interest thereon at the
rate of 7.75 % per annum
from 2/23/2024 until paid;
plus all accrued late charges
thereon; and all trustee’s
fees, foreclosure costs and
any sums advanced by the
beneficiary pursuant to the
terms of said deed of trust.
Whereof, notice hereby is
given that Ghidotti Berger,
LLP, the undersigned trustee
will on 11/24/2026 at the
hour of 11:00 AM, Standard
of Time, as established by
section 187.110, Oregon Re-
vised Statues, at At the main
entrance of the Polk County
Courthouse, 850 Main Street,
Dallas, OR County of Polk,
State of Oregon, sell at public
auction to the highest bidder
for cash the interest in the
said described real property
which the grantor had or had
power to convey at the time
of the execution by him of the
said trust deed, together with
any interest which the grantor
or his successors in interest
acquired after the execution of
said trust deed, to satisfy the
foregoing obligations thereby
secured and the costs and
expenses of sale, including
a reasonable charge by the
trustee. Notice is further given
that any person named in
Section 86.753 of Oregon
Revised Statutes has the
right to have the foreclosure
proceeding dismissed and
the trust deed reinstated by
payment to the beneficiary of
the entire amount then due
(other than such portion of
said principal as would not
then be due had no default

occurred), together with the
costs, trustee’s and attorney’s
fees and curing any other
default complained of in the
Notice of Default by tendering
the performance required
under the obligation or trust
deed, at any time prior to five
days before the date last set
for sale. In construing this
notice, the masculine gender
includes the feminine and the
neuter, the singular includes
plural, the word “grantor”
includes any successor in
interest to the grantor as well
as any other persons owing
an obligation, the performance
of which is secured by
said trust deed, the words
“trustee” and beneficiary”
include their respective
successors in interest, if any.
The Trustee has authorized
the undersigned attorney
to sign this instrument
on behalf of the Trustee.
Without limiting the trustee’s
disclaimer of representation
or warranties, Oregon law
requires the trustee to state
in this notice that some
residential property sold at
a trustee’s sale may have
been used in manufacturing
methamphetamines, the
chemical components of
which are known to be toxic.
Prospective purchasers of
residential property should
be aware of this potential
danger before deciding to
place a bid for this property
at the trustee’s sale. For
Sale Information Call: (949)
776-4697 website: https:/
prestigepostandpub.com For
further information, please
contact: Ghidotti Berger,
LLP 1920 Old Tustin Ave.,
Santa Ana, California 92705
Phone: 949-427-2010 Dated:
6/16/2026 Ghidotti Berger,
LLP Signature By: Daniel
Ross OSB #112979 PPP #26-
006734 07/08/26, 07/15/26,
07/22/26, 07/2926days before
the date last set for sale. In
construing this notice, the
mas- culine gender includes
the feminine and the neuter,
the singular includes plural,
the word “grantor” includes
any successor in interest
to the grantor as well as
any other persons owing an
obligation, the performance
of which is secured by
said trust deed, the words
“trustee” and ° beneficiary”
include their respective
successors in interest, if any.
The Trustee has authorized
the under- signed attorney
to sign this instrument
on behalf of the Trustee.
Without limiting the trustee’s
disclaimer of representation
or warranties, Oregon law
requires the trustee to state
in this notice that some
residential property sold at
a trustee’s sale may have
been used in manufacturing
methamphetamines, the
chemical components of
which are known to be toxic.
Prospective purchasers of
residential property should
be aware of this potential
danger before deciding to
place a bid for this property
at the trustee’s sale. For Sale
Information Call: (866) 539-
4173 website: https://www.

servicelink.auction. com For
further information, please
contact: Ghidotti Berger,

LLP 1920 Old Tustin Ave.,
Santa Ana, California 92705
Phone: 949-427-2010 Dated:
6/16/2026 Ghidotti Berger,
LLP Signature By: Daniel
Ross OSB #112979 PPP #26-
006710 07/01/26, 07/08/26,
07/15/26, 07/22/26

searched, but no evidence
of a crime or the missing
item was found.

Arrest: An individual
was taken into custody
on an outstanding court
warrant.

Sex Offense: A report
was made regarding inap-
propriate contact with
a minor that allegedly
occurred months prior in a
different jurisdiction. The
caller was advised on how
to handle the report with
the appropriate county
office.

Domestic Dispute: A
report of two individu-
als arguing and physi-
cally struggling over a
backpack. No charges
were pursued by the
involved parties, and they
separated.

Menacing: A report of
an individual brandishing
a knife at a park. The
individual admitted to the
action, citing social pres-
sure, and was officially
trespassed from the park
for 30 days.

Fraud: An individual
reported unauthorized
use of their information
to purchase a phone on a

financing plan.
Emotionally Disturbed
Person: A caller reported
concerns about a vehi-
cle that appeared to be
stalking her. This was
identified as a recurring
pattern of reports consis-
tent with previous mental
health-related incidents.
Crash: Officers assisted
another agency with a sin-
gle-vehicle accident where
a car had driven into a
field.

FRIDAY, JULY 17

Driving Complaint:
Reports of an erratic
driver swerving at varying
speeds. Officers searched
the area but were unable
to locate the vehicle.

Traffic Assistance:
Officers assisted a resident
with unlocking a vehicle.

Welfare Check: Officers
followed up on an indi-
vidual with previous
mental health concerns.
They confirmed that the
individual was safely in a
treatment facility.

Harassment: A resident
reported an assault and
threats of violence from
an acquaintance. The

investigation into these
allegations is ongoing.

Found Property: A
drone was discovered and
turned in.

Civil Dispute: A caller
requested assistance
regarding a child custody
disagreement. Advice
was provided to consult
the courts, as no criminal
activity had occurred.

Welfare Check: A con-
cern regarding children
playing in a park was
reported. Officers verified
the children were safe and
the parents were aware of
their location.

Suspicious Activity: A
report was made about
an individual watching
children. An investigation
determined no criminal
activity had taken place.

Driving Under the
Influence: An impaired
driver was stopped and
arrested. A specialist
confirmed the driver was
under the influence of
substances.

SATURDAY, JULY 18
Driving Complaint:
Officers responded to
a report of possibly

impaired drivers leaving a
gathering. One driver was
stopped for traffic viola-
tions, but no impairment
was detected.

Suspicious Activity:
Officers investigated an
allegation of forced sub-
stance consumption. The
involved party did not
wish to pursue a report or
charges.

Citizen Contact: An
argument between neigh-
bors was reported. No
intervention was neces-
sary as the situation had
de-escalated.

Emotionally Disturbed
Person: An individual
attempted self-harm via
medication. Officers per-
formed a safety check,
and the individual was
later transported to a hos-
pital for further care.

Welfare Check: A cus-
tody dispute was reported.
Officers verified the child
was safe with the other
parent.

Suspicious Activity:

A discarded needle was
found at a public location
and disposed of safely.

See POLICE, page 6
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Missing Property: A
report of a lost wallet was
filed.

Driving Complaint: A
report of a reckless motor-
cycle driver. Officers
searched the area but
were unable to locate the
vehicle.

Suspicious Activity: A
report of backyard burn-
ing was confirmed to be a
routine outdoor grill.

Harassment: An indi-
vidual was reported for
following others. Officers
provided a caution to the
individual regarding their
behavior.

Disturbance: A verbal
dispute between neigh-
bors. Both parties were
advised to maintain
distance.

Arrest: An individual
was arrested for violating
a protective order.

SUNDAY, JULY 19

Animal: A lost dog was
located and returned to its
owner.

Crime: Property damage
involving eggs thrown at
a house. Investigation is
pending.

Animal: A loose dog
was reported. The owner
secured the animal.

Crash: An electric
scooter collided with a
parked vehicle. The rider
sustained minor injuries
and was transported for
medical attention.

Animal: Another lost
dog was safely returned to
its owner.

Emotionally Disturbed
Person: An individual
contacted emergency ser-
vices regarding access to
firearms. No action was
taken as the situation was
not an immediate threat.

Domestic Dispute:

A report of yelling was
investigated, but the situa-
tion could not be verified
upon arrival.

Found Property: A
phone left at a business
was returned to the owner.

Citizen Contact: An
inquiry was made regard-
ing a business card left at
a residence.

Trespass: An individual
was reported yelling at
employees at a business.
The individual was offi-
cially trespassed from the
property.

Noise Complaint: A
dispute regarding neigh-
bor noise was addressed.
Officers gave advice to
contact management.

Noise Complaint:
Officers responded to a
report of loud music, but
the situation was resolved
before they arrived.

Welfare Check: A report
of juveniles asking for
water. Officers searched
the area but were unable
to locate them.

Assist Other Agency:
Officers assisted another
agency with a domestic
dispute.

MONDAY, JULY 20

Assist Other Agency:

A specialist performed an
evaluation on a driver sus-
pected of impairment. It
was determined the driver
was under the influence
of central nervous system
depressants and was unfit
to operate a vehicle.

Towing: A vehicle was
repossessed and logged
into the system.

Ordinance Violation/
Tow: A vehicle was towed
for violating a seven-day
parking ordinance. An
inventory of the vehicle
was completed.

Driving: A discussion
was held with a resident
regarding local regulations
and safety concerns for
small electric scooters
and motorbikes, which
have been increasing in
frequency.

Found Property: A
mobility scooter was

located on private prop-
erty. The owner was iden-
tified, and the scooter was
successfully returned to
them.

Missing Property: A
report was filed regard-
ing a lost debit card and
identification.

Citizen Contact:
Officers followed-up
investigating reports of
a suspicious vehicle lin-
gering in parking lots at
night and flashing lights.
A resident was advised on
reporting procedures.

Information: An alert
was issued for a wanted
individual considered
armed and dangerous in
connection with a homi-
cide investigation.

Found Property: A wal-
let found in the street was
turned in. The owner was
contacted and successfully
retrieved it.

Welfare Check: A report
was made concerning an
individual stumbling and
falling near a building.
Responders searched the
area but were unable to
locate the person.

Emotionally Disturbed
Person: A report was
investigated regarding an
individual sending con-
cerning messages about
self-harm. The individual
was contacted, confirmed
to be safe, and clarified
the photos were of old
injuries.

Protective Order Hold:
An individual attempted
self-harm by opening
previous wounds. The
individual was transported
to a mental health facility
for safety.

Found Property:
Another wallet was found
and returned to the owner.

Suspicious Activity: A
report was made concern-
ing an unknown individ-
ual knocking on a door
repeatedly before leaving.
Responders searched the
area, but were unable to
locate the individual.

TUESDAY, JULY 21

Information: Outreach
centers confirmed that
walk-in assessments for
housing needs are now
available for those seeking
assistance.

Citizen Contact: A res-
ident reported receiving
a scam call claiming they
missed jury duty and
needed to pay a fine.

Missing Property: A
report was filed for a lost
digital storage drive.

Harassment: A resi-
dent reported receiving
threatening text messages
demanding money. It was
identified as a scam, and
the resident was advised
to block the sender.

Assist Other Agency:
Support was provided for
the arrest of an individ-
ual violating a protective
order.

Driving: A report was
made regarding a black
vehicle driving recklessly.
Responders were unable
to locate the vehicle.

Driving: A report was
made regarding an erratic
sport utility vehicle driv-
ing over the center line.
The driver was contacted
and warned regarding
vehicle control.

Fireworks: A report
was made concerning
fireworks being set off in
a field. The individuals
involved had left the area
prior to the arrival of
responders.

WEDNESDAY, JULY 22
Suspicious Activity: A
report was investigated
regarding children riding
scooters without super-
vision. The situation was
found to be normal.
Traffic Stop: A driver
was stopped for a traffic
violation. During the stop,
it was discovered the
driver was carrying a fire-
arm. Because the firearm
was not being carried in
violation of the law, no

crime was committed, and
the driver was released
after a warning.

Harassment: A neigh-
bor dispute involving
yelling and the throw-
ing of small rocks was
reported. An apology was
offered, and the reporting
party declined to pursue
charges.

Alarm: A smoke alarm
was reported at a local
institution. The facil-
ity confirmed it was a
known issue and that no
emergency response was
necessary.

Harassment: A report
was filed regarding
stalking and unwanted
contact. The incident was
documented as requested.

Suspicious Activity: A
report was made concern-
ing a male watching park
activities. Responders
searched, but were unable
to locate the individual.

Disturbance: A physi-
cal dispute involving the
ownership of a bicycle
was reported. No physical
evidence or injuries were
noted.

Trespass: A male was
found on a private patio.
He was instructed to leave
and was formally tres-
passed from the property.

Domestic Dispute:

A verbal disturbance
occurred between former
spouses. No physical
altercation took place.

Crime: A violation of
a protective order was
reported regarding a ver-
bal insult.

Animal: A report of
a resident bitten by a
dog while attempting to
protect another animal.
A formal bite report was
filed, and the owner was
advised on quarantine
requirements.

Driving: A report was
made regarding a vehicle
speeding and swerving.
Responders searched the
area but were unable to
locate the vehicle.

Polk County
Sheriff's Office

WEDNESDAY, JULY 15

At 12:48 a.m., deputies
investigated an alarm
triggered by motion at a
location on Bethel Heights
Road. They located many
doors unlocked on multi-
ple buildings on the prop-
erty and cleared the build-
ings but did not locate
anything out of place or
signs of entry.

At 1:52 a.m., a dep-
uty stopped Destini
Mackadams for tres-
passing in the 200 block
of Glenn Creek Road.
Mackadams had four out-
standing warrants out of
Klamath County and was
a missing person. She also
stated she recently used
fentanyl. She was trans-
ported to Salem Hospital
before Polk County
Jail. While jail deputies
inventoried Mackadams’
possessions, they located
lots of drug paraphernalia.
They also located a large
knife which Mackadams is
not supposed to have. She
faced additional charges
after leaving the hospital.

At 1:17 p.m., deputies
received an area alert for
a stolen Honda Accord.
They searched the Wallace
Road area where they
were but were unable to
locate the vehicle.

At 3:34 p.m., a motorist
was stopped and cited for
driving while suspended -
violation and for driving
uninsured.

At 3:33 p.m., a resident
on May Road called the
sheriff’s office to confirm
the phone call she got
from “Lieutenant John”
was a scam. A deputy
confirmed it was.

At 10:22 p.m., a deputy
located a vehicle on the
side of Highway 22 with
hazards on. The female
driver was having medical

issues and was later trans-
ported to West Valley
Hospital.

THURSDAY, JULY 16

At 12:01 a.m., a motor-
ist on Highway 22 was
stopped for speeding 71
mph in a 55-mph zone.
The driver was cited for
driving while suspended -
violation and was warned
for speeding.

At 12:06 a.m., deputies
came upon a vehicle on
Highway 22 with a dead
battery. They grabbed
a jump box and got the
vehicle running.

At 3:01 a.m., deputies
investigated a report of
four juveniles walking
along Highway 18. They
initially said they were
heading to a friend’s
house and their parents
knew where they were.
After a fifth juvenile
arrived, deputies identified
them all. After multiple
lies, deputies located
and contacted parents/
guardians. No adults were
aware of the kiddos being
gone. Four juveniles were
picked up by their parents.
A deputy provided a ride
for one juvenile to his
grandmother’s residence.

At 6:54 a.m., a motorist
was stopped for speeding
76 mph in a 55-mph zone
on Zena Road. The driver
had an odor of alcohol on
his breath and admitted to
having a drink the previ-
ous evening. The driver
consented to and passed a
field sobriety test. He was
warned for speeding and
released.

At 7:28 a.m., a motor-
ist was stopped for an
expired registration
sticker. The driver was
cited for expired tags and
no insurance.

At 9:11 a.m., a deputy
witnessed a motorist fail
to obey a stop sign, hitting
another vehicle on Kings
Valley Highway. The
second driver was shaken
up but ultimately refused
transport to a hospital.
OSP showed up and took
over the investigation.

At 9:35 a.m., a deputy
investigated a report of
a vehicle almost hitting
a traffic sign and being
unable to maintain lanes.
The deputy located the
vehicle and recognized
the driver who he had
recently cited and released
on a failure to appear war-
rant. The subject said he
had been speeding to try
and get to court on time.
The deputy confirmed the
subject’s court date was
today. He released him,
giving him warnings for
speeding and not having
his driver’s license on
him.

At 12:45 p.m., depu-
ties arrested Esperanza
Washington on Kings
Valley Highway and
charged her with disor-
derly conduct 2 and inde-
cent exposure.

At 3:10 p.m., deputies
conducting an area check
on Edgewater Street spoke
to Thomas German and
Joseph Mckinney down on
the trail closer to Highway
22. German was cited and
released on an outstanding
failure to appear warrant
out of Marion County.
Mckinney was arrested
on an outstanding warrant
and was transported to
Polk County Jail.

At 7:03 p.m., Sylvester
Mckinley was formally
trespassed from a location
on Kings Valley Highway.

At 9:47 p.m., a deputy
contacted two subjects on
Eagle Crest Road, telling
them they were trespass-
ing and to not return.

At 10:12 p.m., a deputy
investigated a report that
a female subject looked
like she was stumbling
while running on the side
of Eagle Crest Road in the
dark. Upon further inves-
tigation, the deputy found
she was clearly dressed

for running and was out
for a jog. The deputy
suggested she wear some
reflective clothing so she
doesn’t get killed.

At 10:30 p.m., a motor-
ist reported another vehi-
cle was brake checking
him, along with swerving
and passing illegally. The
vehicle was described as
a blue “Scooby Doo” van
heading east on Highway
22. A deputy located the
vehicle near the Highway
51/Highway 22 inter-
section. The van crossed
the center and fog lines
multiple times, as well
as swerving within the
lane. The deputy stopped
the vehicle near mile
marker 24 and contacted
the driver who spoke in a
slowed and slurred man-
ner. Oregon State Police
arrived on scene and took
the motorist into custody
for driving under the
influence of an intoxicant.

At 10:58 p.m., a deputy
investigated a report of
a vehicle doing circles
in a field off Falls City
Highway. Upon arrival,
the deputy learned this
was a crash that occurred
off Highway 194 and the
driver just drove around in
circles trying to find the
road again. The deputy
waited for Oregon State
Police to arrive and stayed
on scene until no longer
needed.

At 11:32 p.m., a motor-
ist on Clow Corner Road
was cited for speeding 78
mph in a 55-mph zone.

FRIDAY, JULY 17

At 8:01 a.m., a resident
reported while walking
her dog on Highland
Road, a neighbor’s
dog ran out and bit her
dog, giving it a punc-
ture wound. A deputy is
investigating.

At 8:12 a.m., a motorist
on Highway 22 was cited
for speeding 75 mph in a
55-mph zone.

At 9:05 a.m., deputies
responded to a two vehi-
cle crash on Highway 22
near Cafe 22. One driver
had a minor injury and
both vehicles needed to be
towed. A deputy assisted
Oregon State Police until
no longer needed and then
cleared the scene.

At 9:34 a.m., a deputy
investigated a report of a
male subject parked and
“looking sketchy” near
Kirkhams Fields on Steel
Bridge Road. The deputy
found the subject wasn’t
doing anything wrong.

At 11:03 a.m., deputies
responded to a report of
potential animal neglect
on Alder Street after
someone reported seeing
ducks/chickens kept in a
small dog kennel without
food or water. The dep-
uty found a large chain
link dog kennel with two
ducks and one chicken.
The animals’ water was
dirty as ducks tend to
keep their water and a
second water container
nearby. No potential crime
for neglect.

At 12:05 p.m., deputies
investigated a domestic
disturbance on Bridge
Street in Falls City where
a female subject reported
a male subject was pre-
venting her from leaving
the property. The deputies
found the male subject
likely moved his truck
and a pile of dirt near the
female subject’s car to
prevent her from leaving.
During the investigation
they found meth on the
female subject, Tammy
Ross. She was arrested
and charged with unlawful
possession of a controlled
substance. She was lodged
at Polk County Jail.

At 3:01 p.m., a res-
ident on Liberty Road
reported a blocked caller
calling him claiming he
had missed jury duty and
he was either going to
go to jail or have to do

community service. A
deputy explained it was a
common scam happening
lately.

At 3:15 p.m., deputies
responded to a report of a
single-vehicle accident on
Falls City Road. A special
needs subject was learning
to drive and accidentally
drove into the ditch after
turning onto Falls City
Road. The passenger was
the registered owner and
arranged a tow.

At 5:54 p.m., deputies
investigated a report of a
fight on Jefferson Street in
Dallas the previous night.
Security tape showed
both subjects exchang-
ing blows. As Jeremiah
Robles was the instiga-
tor in the fight, he was
charged with harassment.

At 5:27 p.m., a male
subject reported his 2002
Chevy Duramax was
stolen from storage on
Enterprise Road. He was
still making payments to
the registered owner. The
manager of the storage
location confirmed the car
has been missing since
late 2025 and assumed it
had been moved by the
reporting subject. It was
entered into the stolen
vehicle database.

At 9:30 p.m., a juvenile
reported while playing
tackle football at a birth-
day party in a backyard
on Pacific Highway, he
was hit by a second juve-
nile in the head, face and
chest. The victim said the
suspect stated, “This is
what you get for being a
pedophile.” Deputies did
not observe any marks or
bruises where he said he
got punched. A witness
on scene corroborated
the witness’s claims.

Polk County Juvenile
Department was contacted
and they advised to refer
the case to them.

At 10:34 p.m., a motor-
ist on Pacific Highway
was cited for reckless
driving after almost hitting
pedestrians in a crosswalk.

SATURDAY, JULY 18

At 12:45 a.m., a deputy
responded to assist Salem
Police in a stabbing inves-
tigation in a park off Glen
Creek Road. The deputy
JLocated the stab vic-
tim and applied a couple
tourniquets before getting
him loaded up in Salem
Police’s ATV. The deputy
.aAlso located a possible
knife used in the stabbing.
The stabbing suspect was
not located by the time the
crime scene was broken
down.

At 8:38 a.m., a motorist
on Independence Highway
was cited for speeding 80
mph in a 55-mph zone.

At 10:12 a.m., a dep-
uty dispatched a vehi-
cle-struck deer on Orchard
Heights Road.

At 10:23 a.m., a report
of a dog locked in a
truck in a driveway in
the 8400 block of Buena
Vista Road. The regis-
tered owner reported his
key fob had been inside
the truck on the center
console. He believes his
dog stepped on the fob,
locking the doors. He has
AAA on the way to assist.
He also covered the truck
with a wet blanket to keep
the vehicle cooled off.

At 11:08 a.m., a resi-
dent on Lewis Street in
Falls City reported her
neighbor’s dogs trespassed
on her property, barking
aggressively, and chased
her husband around. The
dog owner faces a public
nuisance citation.

At 12:22 p.m., a dep-
uty dispatched a fawn on
Mitchell Street in Falls
City with a broken leg
then relocated it to the
side of the street off the
complainant’s property.

At 1:48 p.m., Oregon
State Police requested a

See POLICE, page 7
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PCSO deputy investigate
a report of an awning
damaged by a motorist at
a market on Grand Ronde
Road. The deputy didn’t
see any damage to the
awning and passed the
report on to OSP.

At 3:34 p.m., a deputy
found a dog on Shady
Lane Road and lodged it
at the County Kennell w/
food and water, blanket,
and access to restroom.

At 4:53 p.m., a resident
on Finn Road reported
trespassers had been
stealing items from her
property over the last
few weeks, including an
Orange Kaboda mower
worth $7,000 to $8,000,

a leather driving harness
for a horse and a work
harness worth about
$1,500 to $2,000 each.

A house on the north

end of the property had
also been ransacked. The
resident suspected items
stolen from there, too, but
didn’t have a list yet. She
suspects the thieves were
homeless persons as local
residents have had issues
in the past with tran-
sients going across their
properties.

At 7:02 p.m., a resident
on Ladd Street reported
finding a deformed bullet
on his front steps. The
complainant gave the
bullet to a deputy, stating
it looks like it scratched
his concrete step, but
there was no damage to
his vehicles or house.

He had no other suspect
information.

At 7:41 p.m., a resident
on Wallace Road reported
his concern that his niece
was being exposed to
unattended firearms in the
home. A deputy contacted
the complainant’s brother.
He stated the firearms
were unloaded and he
has taught his daughter
firearms safety and they
shoot on the property
once a week. The deputy
reminded the father to be
sure to secure his firearms
when children are around,
regardless of their training
with them.

At 8:48 p.m., a motorist
on Kings Valley Highway
was cited for speeding 71
mph in a 55-mph zone.

At 11:25 p.m., deputies
investigated a report that
a male subject wanted
to kill his mother on
Wallace Road. As the
threat occurred in Keizer,
deputies arrived at the res-
idence before the suspect.
The mother was fine and
didn’t know why deputies
were there. They spoke
with the suspect after he
arrived from a friend’s
house, recovering from
being extremely intoxi-
cated. The suspect was
asked if he had any weap-
ons on him and to keep
his hands out of his pock-
ets. He told deputies he
had a pistol and removed
it unprompted from his
right waist. The gun was
quickly removed from him
and placed into a deputy’s
car. The suspect was taken
into custody and charged
with unlawfully carrying a
weapon.

SUNDAY, JULY 19

At 1:31 a.m., deputies
came upon two males
fighting off Kings Valley
Highway. A juvenile was
referred for disorderly
conduct 2 and the adult
was cited and released for
disorderly conduct 2.

At 2:47 a.m., deputies
came across an occu-
pied vehicle with severe
crash damage to the front
parked on the side of
Frizzell Road. Based off
of the hair on the front of
the vehicle it appears to
have hit a deer. Deputies
searched the area but
could not locate the driver

nor the deer. The vehicle
was towed as a hazard.

At 5:40 a.m., deputies
took over a DUII investi-
gation from Salem Police
involving a motorist on
Highway 22.

At 11:12 a.m., deputies
responded to a report of a
lost hiker. He hiked along
the river bank near K&D
and got lost. He reported
he was not injured, just
tired and lost. They found
him and escorted him out.
He did not need medical
attention, but was warned
his was on private prop-
erty. He understood and
left.

At 1:53 p.m., a resi-
dent on Richardson Road
reported he had not seen
his wife in a while since
she left the residence to
walk their dogs. After dep-
uties arrived, a roommate
called to report he found
the wife on one of their
walking trails. She was
fine and didn’t need medi-
cal attention.

At 6:34 p.m., deputies
responded to a report of
a single vehicle crash on
Liberty Road. The first
deputy who arrived on

scene observed the driver
slumped over and drool-
ing. She stated she took 10
muscle relaxers when she
is supposed to take on 2-3.
She added she was trying
to die and this was inten-
tional. Medics intubated
and transported her to
Salem Hospital.

At 8:40 p.m., deputies
responded to assist Dallas
Police with foot pursuit.
A juvenile suspect was
located on Uglow Avenue
after a short foot chase
was arrested on a Polk
County warrant and a
new charge of escape
3. He was lodged at
Yambhill County Juvenile
Detention.

MONDAY, JULY 20

At 7:22 a.m., a motorist
on Pacific Highway was
arrested and charged with
driving while suspended
- misdemeanor.

At 7:44 a.m., a motorist
on Pacific Highway was
stopped for dark tint on
the driver’s window. The
driver was cited for no
operator’s license.

At 8:42 a.m., a motor-
ist on Highway 22 was

stopped for speeding. The
driver was driving with

an ID card only. She was
issued a citation for speed-
ing 77 mph in a 55-mph
zone and for no operator’s
license.

At 9:16 a.m., a motor-
ist on Oak Grove Road
reported their car was
damaged by some white
material spilled in the
road. A deputy gave the
driver a number to a
nearby farm where the
spill may have originated.
Since there were no traf-
fic cams, the deputy was
unable to tell if the spill
was from this farm or not.

At 10:10 a.m., a motor-
ist on Highway 22 was
cited for no operator’s
license. She stated she
would get a ride.

At 10:33 a.m., a resi-
dent on Comanche Court
reported in an ongoing
dispute with his neighbor,
she had dumped out a
garbage can on his prop-
erty and that he had the
incident on video. While
talking with deputies, she
essentially denied involve-
ment but did not want to
answer any questions. She

was cited for offensive
littering.

At 8:07 p.m., a deputy
observed a vehicle on the
shoulder of northbound
Highway 99 south of Clow
Corner Road. The driver
exited the vehicle quickly
and attended a female
laying on her back in the
shoulder. The female sub-
ject had lacerations to her
face and scalp and road
rash to her arms and legs.
She told the deputy she
was carpooling to work
when she started vomiting.
She opened the door to
vomit outside the vehicle
and tumbled out of the car
and onto the roadway at
somewhere between 30-45
mph. Medics arrived to
check her out and she
declined transport. The
deputy observed no signs
of intoxication nor assaul-
tive behavior. The two
promised to go to the hos-
pital by private vehicle to
get her checked out.

TUESDAY, JULY 21

At 4:46 a.m., a motor-
ist on Highway 99 was
stopped for speeding.
The driver was cited for

driving uninsured.

At 5:05 a.m., a deputy
responded to a report of
a dog struck on Prather
Road. The deputy found
the dog, with a female
subject. The dog, an older
black lab, appeared to
have a broken leg and
slight blood around the
mouth. They contacted the
owner’s dog. She arrived
and took the dog to the
vet.

At 11:54 a.m., a resident
on Guthrie Road reported
the theft of a Republic
35-gallon garbage can,
valued at $75. There was
no suspect information.

At 11:46 p.m., a deputy
came upon two vehicles
on Helmick Road. Two
subjects were parked on
the gravel shoulder, ghost
hunting and were aware of
the cemetery closure after
dark. They pointed out a
second vehicle that had
driven into the cemetery.
The driver of the second
car was sleeping in his
car, stating relationship
issues. He was warned for
trespassing, registering the
vehicle and failing to carry
proof of insurance.
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Oregon 1nitiative that would have banned most killing
of animals won’t be on November ballots

JULIA SHUMWAY
Oregon Capital Chronicle

Oregonians won’t vote
in November on whether
to ban hunting, fishing,
livestock farming and ani-
mal research after backers
of a widely criticized
initiative failed to gather
enough valid signatures
to make the ballot.

The Oregon Secretary
of State’s Office
announced late Friday
afternoon that it had
determined Initiative
Petition 28, an effort led
by Portland-based vegan
advocates to dramatically
expand the state’s animal
cruelty laws, had less
than 75% of the valid
signatures it needed from
Oregon voters to make it
onto the November ballot.

Oregonians trying to
pass laws through a state-
wide vote need to collect
signatures from 6% of
voters who cast ballots
in the last gubernatorial

Members of the Yakama Nation harvest Pacific
lamprey at Wilumpt, or Willamette Falls, near
Oregon City on June 24, 2026. The lamprey are
an ancient and culturally significant species for
many Northwest tribes. Fishing would have been
banned under an initiative that failed to gather
sufficient signatures to make the November
ballot. (Alex Baumhardt / Oregon Capital

Chronicle)

election. This year, that’s
117,173 signatures.
Backers of the animal
cruelty initiative, who did
not immediately return a
call for comment Friday,
reported handing in
142,784 signatures. But

through two statistical
samples, state election
officials determined that
just 104,262 of those
signatures matched
individual Oregon vot-
ers’ signature records.
Election officials compare

signatures submitted to
voter records and exclude
duplicates.

Initiative Petition 28
would have banned nearly
all harming or killing
animals, with exceptions
for self-defense and vet-
erinary care. It would not
have applied to insects,
which aren’t considered
animals under Oregon
law, but would cover
all other non-human
creatures.

The initiative had
widespread opposition
from Democratic and
Republican political lead-
ers, the farming, ranching
and fishing industries
and Oregon’s federally
recognized tribes, whose
treaty-protected rights
to hunt and fish in their
traditional land would not
have been exempted from
the ban.

A coalition opposing
the initiative welcomed
the news. Lauren Kuenzi,
government affairs

director at the Oregon
Farm Bureau and a
coalition spokesperson,
thanked Oregonians who
raised alarms about the
potential consequences of
the proposed law.

“Today’s announcement
means Oregonians will
not be faced with a bal-
lot measure that would
have made criminals out
of law-abiding citizens,
threatened family farms
and ranches, increased
food costs and under-
mined the science-based
wildlife management that
protects our state’s nat-
ural resources,” Kuenzi
said.

This was the third
election cycle that animal
rights advocates have
introduced a version of
the initiative, and the
closest they’ve come to
making the ballot. The
campaign raised more
than $300,000 for its
efforts this time around,
state campaign finance

records show, allow-
ing it to pay petition
circulators.

None of the other 88
initiatives Oregonians
proposed this year sub-
mitted enough signa-
tures, so this will be the
first general election in
decades without a citi-
zen-led initiative on the
ballot.

https://oregon-
capitalchronicle.
com/2026/07/24/oregon-
initiative-that-would-
have-banned-most-killing-
of-animals-wont-be-on-
november-ballots/

Oregon Capital
Chronicle is part of
States Newsroom, a net-
work of news bureaus
supported by grants and
a coalition of donors as
a 501c(3) public charity.
Oregon Capital Chronicle
maintains editorial inde-
pendence. Contact Editor
Lynne Terry for ques-
tions: info@oregoncapi-
talchronicle.com.

Oregon for first time considers charging use fees for undersea cables

ALEX BAUMHARDT
Oregon Capital Chronicle

The Oregon
Department of State
Lands is proposing for
the first time to charge
multinational telecom-
munications and tech
companies for using the
seafloor off the state’s
Pacific Coast for fiber-op-
tic cables used to transmit
internet data and interna-
tional calls.

Since 1989, when
Oregon got its first
trans-Pacific fiber optic
cable spanning from
Pacific City to Alaska
to Japan, the state lands
department has only man-
dated companies pay an
application fee that, since
2001, has been frozen at
$5,000.

Now, Oregon could
join its West Coast neigh-
bors in California and
Washington in requiring
companies also pay com-
pensation fees based in
part on the amount of
cable extending along the
states’ near-coast seabed.
The proposal, which
could bring in millions of
dollars, comes as the tech
industry has made Oregon
a hot spot for data centers
and among the top 10
states for housing mas-
sive server farms.

The Oregon lands
department is proposing
tripling new applica-
tion fees from $5,000
to $15,000, increasing
application renewals from
$5,000 to $7,500 while
extending the renewal
period from 20 years to

25 years and charging a
one-time compensation
fee of $3 per foot of fiber
optic cable laid within the
3 miles of coastal, “terri-
torial seas” that the state
has jurisdiction over.

That could bring in
more than $1 million per
new cable laid, according
to Dana Hicks, a planning
and policy manager at the
department.

The application fees
would help the agency
cover the costs of tech-
nical reviews, surveys,
inspections, public out-
reach and other coordi-
nation and administrative
work while the compen-
sation fees would flow to
the Common School Fund
and Oregon’s public K-12
schools.

The department is also
proposing new rules
requiring companies to
submit more information
in their applications,
including plans for
replacing or decommis-
sioning the cable infra-
structure and for respond-
ing to emergencies,
such as the anticipated
Cascadia Subduction
Zone earthquake.

The public can sub-
mit comments about the
proposed fee and rules
changes through Aug.

3, or attend one of two
remaining in-person
meetings held by the
department in Newport
and Seaside on Tuesday
and Wednesday evenings,
or a virtual meeting
Thursday. A meeting in
North Bend took place
Monday.

Ten of the 16 undersea fiber-optic cables permitted off of Oregon’s Coast
are in areas in Tillamook County, pictured here. (Mia Maldonado / Oregon
Capital Chronicle)

The State Land Board,
made up of Gov. Tina
Kotek, Secretary of
State Tobias Read and
State Treasurer Elizabeth
Steiner, will vote on
the rules at one of its
monthly meetings before
the end of the year.

There are 16 active
undersea cables off
Oregon’s Coast, trans-
mitting internet data and
international calls via
pulses of light through
thin glass fibers packed
in cords about 3 inches in
diameter.

The bulk of the state’s
undersea leases for cables
were permitted in recent
years. The state approved
three new easements
for cables in the 1990s,
which grew to 13 in the
last two decades and
two in just the last few
years, Hicks said. Most
connect Asian countries

with American tech and
telecommunications
companies.

A boom in new data
centers in Oregon spurred
by the state’s lack of sales
tax and enterprise zone
tax incentives that have
saved multi-billion-dollar
companies like Amazon,
Google and Microsoft
hundreds of millions
of dollars in property
taxes during the last two
decades are among the
reasons for more cable
in recent years. All three
companies have an own-
ership stake in undersea
cables off the Oregon
Coast, and representatives
from Google and Amazon
were on the state’s com-
mittee tasked with pro-
viding input on the rules.

Other factors include
Hillsboro being one of
just two places on the
West Coast where landing

stations bring the cables
even further inland. The
other is in Los Angeles,
which has higher electric-
ity prices and more regu-
latory burdens. California
charges companies
annual rent fees for their
fiber-optic cables based
on the value of the prop-
erty and the length of the
cable, with fees generally
coming out to about $5
per foot.

The new updates to
Oregon’s rules and fees
come in response to a
2020 incident in which
a Facebook subsidiary
executed a disastrous new
cable construction project
off the coast at Tierra Del
Mar. Workers broke drill-
ing equipment while bor-
ing into the seafloor and
were unable to retrieve
it, ultimately abandoning
1,100 feet of pipe and
6,500 gallons of drill

fluid in the ocean. State
regulators didn’t find out
about the incident until
county officials alerted
them two months later.

A year later, the drilling
caused another leak, fol-
lowed by two sinkholes
along the cable route. The
company paid $250,000 to
the state lands department
for the earlier breaches
and about $135,700 for
permission to leave the
broken equipment in the
ocean for 50 years.

In 2021, state lawmak-
ers passed a bill requir-
ing an advisory council
propose updates to the
Oregon Territorial Sea
Plan, which governs reg-
ulations over Oregon’s
seafloor. It had not been
updated in more than two
decades. Those updates
came in 2023, which
set off new rule-making
processes, including the
now-proposed updates to
fees and rules for under-
sea cables.

https://oregon-
capitalchronicle.
com/2026/07/21/follow-
ing-data-center-boom-
oregon-for-first-time-con-
siders-charging-use-fees-
for-undersea-cables/

Oregon Capital
Chronicle is part of
States Newsroom, a net-
work of news bureaus
supported by grants and
a coalition of donors as
a 501¢(3) public charity.
Oregon Capital Chronicle
maintains editorial inde-
pendence. Contact Editor
Lynne Terry for ques-
tions: info@oregoncapi-
talchronicle.com.

State forest management plan approved

The Oregon Board of
Forestry has approved a
new Western Oregon State
Forests Management Plan
(FMP).

The long-term plan,
along with locally-fo-
cused, shorter-term imple-
mentation and operation
plans, ensures state forests
provide the social, eco-
nomic and environmental
benefits required of state
forestlands.

The new plan is aligned
with the expected approval
of the submitted Western
Oregon State Forests
Habitat Conservation
Plan (HCP) by the federal
services later this year
or in early 2027. The

board’s approval stipulates
that the new FMP is to
become effective once
ODF receives an approved
HCP and incidental take
permits from the federal
services.

“This plan, when imple-
mented along with the
HCP, will provide eco-
nomic certainty for timber
harvests, environmental
protections and enhance-
ments, and continued rec-
reational opportunities for
all who depend on, use,
and care about Oregon’s
state forests,” ODF State
Forests Division Chief
Mike Wilson said.

The new FMP has been
in development since

2018, and Wilson has
been involved with the
effort from the start.
“Developing a plan like
this over such a long time-
frame not only requires
immense dedication from
ODF staff, but an enor-
mous about of outreach
and collaboration,” Wilson
said. “Our county part-
ners, tribes, other state
agencies, stakeholders and
the general public have
been essential in craft-
ing a plan that would be
compatible with an HCP
and still provide decision
space for the board and
department to manage our
state forestlands into the
future.”

When effective, the new
FMP will replace the 2010
Northwest and Southwest
FMPs and the 2011 Elliott
State Forest FMP. (The
Elliott FMP still governs
the management of Board
of Forestry parcels adja-
cent to the Elliott State
Research Forest.) While
state forests management
is still government by the
current FMP and associ-
ated implementation and
annual operating plans,
the board’s decision gives
ODF the clarity to move
forward with crafting new
plans for fiscal year 2028
that provide more specific
management objectives
and operational details.

For more about the
management of state for-
ests see ODF’s website.

The Western Oregon
State Forests Habitat
Conservation Plan under
review by the U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service and
NOAA Fisheries, provides
an integrated, collabo-
rative, ecosystem-based
approach to species
conservation across the
landscape and will ideally
result in the department
being issued incidental
take permits (ITPs) for
15 species of wildlife and
fish.

The conservation
measures in the HCP
are designed to offset

potential impacts from
forest management, while
the ITPs ensure compli-
ance with the Endangered
Species Act (ESA).
Together, the plan and
permits provide a more
holistic, cost-effective
approach to ESA compli-
ance, while also creating
more certainty around the
long-term financial via-
bility of managing state
forests for economic bene-
fits. Learn more about the
HCP at:

https://www.oregon.
gov/odf/aboutodf/pages/
hcp-initiative.aspx

The Oregon Board of
Forestry approved the plan
in a 5-2 vote July 22.
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