Htemizer-

Dallas
Singing

To The
Season

B As

Wednesday December 24, 2025 | Volume 150, Issue 52

‘& lﬂ.

0 e

www.polkio.com

Obseruer

$2.00

Outdoor food truck court
introduces 1mndoor dining

By DAVID HAYES
I-O Editor

Chris and Jaiden Walls have
introduced the next evolution to
their outdoor food truck lot Gather
Food Park — indoor dining.

The timing for a ribbon cutting
and grand opening for the indoor
facility couldn’t have been better
timed. Outdoor dining options were
reduced by one last week when an
awning in front one of the food
trucks buckled under high winds
and heavy rains.

Chris said creating an indoor
space, three years in the works now,
wasn’t even a part of the original
plans for the food park.

“We bought the lot next door
to be home for food trucks. Then
we realized we needed power to a
building, to get the food trucks up
and going, and we needed a bath-
room,” Chris explained.

So they asked their friends from
Falls City who owned Dallas City
Cleaners next door to the lot.

“‘Hey, can we tap into your
building power? I'll install all the
electrical and everything we need,”
Chris said.

She countered, “Why don’t you
just buy the building off of us?”

Chris and Jaiden were game for
an opportunity to build upon.

“It created a more artistic aspect
to it. We really want the inside to be
a mecca of creativity,” Chris said.
“The main thing is get your food
from a food truck and come inside
and eat.”

However, once he started devel-
oping the inside, they decided to do
more.

“Why don’t we actually put a
stage in, audio and lights in here

\
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Chris Walls gets ready to cut the ribbon, held by his wife Jaiden and daughter Aliyah, 7
months, and friends at the grand opening of the Gather Food Park indoor dining facility.

for events. We want to do a lot of

Located at 144 SW Washington

charity stuff. A lot of fund raisers. A St., the building is about 2,000

lot of music,” Chris explained. “We
just want it to be a really big park
mecca for the area. So people can
express, have fun and enjoy outside
the regular sports bar.”

Their first big “get” for enter-
tainment was their comedian friend
Rodney Norman, who Chris says
has a million followers on TikTok.
Gather gets four days of Norman,
from 6-8 p.m. Dec. 31 and 7-9
p.m. Jan. 1-3. Norman has also
performed a couple times for his
friends the Walls at their Synergize
Auto Dealership.

“Luckily he’s a friend of ours,
because we couldn’t afford him oth-
erwise,” Chris said.

square feet, with 1,200 in the main
room that has an occupancy of
49. In addition to music and com-
edy, Chris plans to install a movie
screen.

“I’'m a nerd, I like to play video
games, so maybe we’ll do some
video game stuff in here. Do movies
on cold, rainy nights. Come get a
movie and a hot chocolate,” he said.

The Gather Food Park has had as
many as four trucks and currently
sits at three. Chris still has bigger
plans for the lot.

“The food park has been good.
That was the other thing, too, with
having this building. They can’t
survive super well when people

don’t have anywhere to sit and eat,”
he said.

“So, now that we have this open,
I’'m gearing to get two more trucks.
I would love to get barbecue,
Middle Eastern or fish, like fish and
chips,” he added.

Gather indoors will offer drinks
to purchase, both alcoholic and
non-alcoholic. Patrons can bring
their own bottle of wine to drink
inside, with a $40 cork fee, Chris
said. But no outside food other than
what is purchased from the food
trucks.

“Come see us. Come experience
it,” Chris said. “If you know anyone
artistic that wants to come and play
music, or comedy, just let us know.”

For more information go to their
Facebook page Gather Food Park.

Soul Remembered offers a
respite from life’s turmoils

By DAVID HAYES
I-O Editor

While the grand opening was
in November, the proprietors of
Soul Remembered chose Dec. 18
to host an open house to further let
the community know about their
services. Mother Nature chose that
night to let the community know
she’s still around this humid winter
with blustery winds and heavy rain.
But inside Soul Remembered was a
welcoming calm that attracted hardy
and intrigued visitors.

Ayden Callendar and Kirsten
Ardrey were looking to create a
community for people who are
going through anything that they
don’t have a safe space or some-
place they could come to, to be
heard, Callender said.

Ardrey, who was working as a
fiber splicer, said she had a spiritual
awakening about a year ago that led
her on a path of healing first herself
then knowing she could heal others.
That’s when she crossed paths with
Callender, an accountant his entire
life, who had also undergone his
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Ayden Callender and Kirsten Ardrey hosted an open house
to their new Dallas business Soul Remembered Dec. 18, of-
fering a calm respite to the evening's blustery weather.

own spiritual awakening, coming
“into his gifts.”

“I knew she was coming. [ was
‘alerted’ I would have somebody
come into my future. She came in,
and we knew we were meant to
open a business together,” he said.

So, she quit her job, sold her
car and opened their studio, Soul
Remembered at 119 SW Court St.,
in Dallas.

Ardrey explained she doesn’t
correlate her “spiritual awakening’
with anything religious; rather it’s

i

a connection of “remembering of
where we come from and who we
are.”

“We are all part of a vast uni-
verse of love. We all came from
love,” she said.

“Exactly,” Callender added.
“We’re all trying to learn the les-
sons we never learned in life prior,
and to remember who we are at
the core, at the base. That is what
we’ve done. We’re remembering
who we are and what we’re here
to do,”

The two hope to guide new mem-
bers to their own discoveries with
guided meditations through reiki,
with Ardrey, and quantum healing
hypnotherapy with Callender.

“What we do might sound ‘woo,
woo,” but for the type of client I
specifically call in is for everyday
people because I come from a back-
ground of hardship,” Ardrey said.

The everyday she’s helped are
people who have experienced hard-
ships, living with stress and anxiety,

See SOUL PAGE 2

Westlake
Ace
Hardware to
take vacant
Rite-Aid
building

By WESTLAKE ACE HARDWARE

Westlake Ace Hardware
announced Dec. 19 plans to open
its first location in Oregon. The
new store will be at 178 West
Ellendale Ave. in Dallas, the for-
mer Rite Aid Pharmacy.

Westlake Ace recently purchased
the 22,000 square-foot store and
will remodel it to feature more than
18,000 square feet of retail space.
Renovations are scheduled to begin
in late 2025, with a soft opening
anticipated for spring 2026.

“We are excited to introduce the
Westlake Ace Hardware experience
to our new customers in Oregon
and look forward to becoming an
active member of the Dallas com-
munity,” said Joe Jeffries, president
and CEO of Ace Retail Holdings,
parent company of Westlake Ace
Hardware. “Our team is commit-
ted to living out the Ace Helpful
Promise every day by offering
trusted advice, dependable service,
and the top-quality products our
customers need to complete their
projects with confidence.”

The Dallas store will feature
a full range of lawn and garden
supplies, tools, fasteners, plumb-
ing, and electrical products to help
customers with home improve-
ment, repair, and maintenance
projects. Services will include key
fob replacement, propane tank
exchange, and home delivery.

The Kitchen Connection at
Westlake Ace Hardware — a pop-
ular store-within-a-store concept
from Westlake Ace — will offer
gourmet foods, cookware, kitchen
tools and linens.

Customers can also expect to
find trusted and popular brands,
including:

* Weber, Big Green Egg,
Blackstone, and Traeger grills and
accessories

¢ Milwaukee, Craftsman, and
Dewalt power tools

* Diablo saw blades and
accessories

* Benjamin Moore and Magnolia
Home by Joanna Gaines paints

¢ EGO, Milwaukee, and Stihl
outdoor power equipment

* Scotts and Miracle-Gro lawn
and garden care products

* YETI coolers and accessories

* A Garden Center and outdoor
living department

Dallas-area multi-family proper-
ties, businesses, schools and munic-
ipalities will have access to more
than 800,000 products, including
commercial lighting, appliances,
and safety and cleaning supplies,
through the new store’s Westlake
Commercial representatives.

The new store will begin accept-
ing applications for employment
in early 2026. Interested appli-
cants are encouraged to email
jobs@westlakehardware.com with
“Westlake Ace — Dallas, OR” in
the subject line.
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Give blood or platelets now with Red Cross this holiday season

The American Red Cross
urges donors to make an
appointment to give blood
or platelets now to keep the
blood supply as strong as
possible in the final days of
the year and into 2026. Types
O, A negative and B negative
blood donors are especially
needed now.

Record-setting travel is
happening across the country.
With more people headed
away from home, blood and
platelet donations can dip at
a crucial time when patients
count on care. Bad weather or
shifting travel schedules could
force donors to cancel or
reschedule donation appoint-
ments and tighten the blood

supply. Make time to give
before you go — it’s a sim-
ple way to make a lifesaving
impact.

Give hope during the
holidays and schedule a
blood or platelet donation
appointment by using the
Red Cross Blood Donor App,
visiting RedCrossBlood.org
or calling 1-800-RED CROSS

(1-800-733-2767). Those
who give through Jan. 4 will
receive an exclusive Red
Cross long-sleeved T-shirt,
while supplies last. See
RedCrossBlood.org/Gifts for
details.

As a special thank-you to
donors for helping address
the need for blood during the
critical post-holiday time,

those who come to give Jan.
1-25 will be automatically
entered for a chance to win
a trip for two to Super Bowl
LX in the San Francisco Bay
Area. See RedCrossBlood.org/
SuperBowl for details.

If you’re unable to give
blood or platelets, consider
making a financial donation to

support our lifesaving mission
at redcross.org.

Upcoming blood donation
opportunities in Polk County:
Independence - Dec. 31,
12-5 p.m., Independence Civic

Center, 555 S. Main St.
Monmouth - Dec. 24, 9
a.m. - 2 p.m., Partnerships in

Community Living, 480 E.
Main St.

Independence Police conducting DUII traffic patrol

Through Jan. 1, 2026,
the Independence Police
Department is dedicating
traffic patrol time to iden-
tify drivers who are speed-
ing, using cell phones, not
wearing safety belts, or

driving under the influence.

These enforcement hours
are funded by the National

Highway Traffic Safety
Administration (NHTSA)
in partnership with Oregon
Impact and coincide with
a time of year when holi-
day travel and celebrations
can increase risky driving
behaviors.

This effort reflects
ongoing national concerns

about traffic safety. Recent
NHTSA estimates show
39,345 traffic fatalities
nationwide, with speed-
ing contributing to about
28% of those deaths and
distracted driving causing
more than 3,200 fatalities
annually. Seat belt use
remains high at around

91%, yet nearly half of all
people killed in crashes are
unrestrained, highlighting
the continued need for
enforcement and education.
During this enforcement
period, Independence
Police will maintain a
focus on hands free vio-
lations, seat belt and

child restraint compli-
ance, speeding and DUII
enforcement. The depart-
ment encourages families
needing assistance with
car seat fitting to reach out
for connections to certi-
fied installers in the Polk
County area.

Officers also urge the
community to continue
reporting erratic driving to
911, especially during the
busy holiday season, as
these calls frequently lead
to impaired-driving arrests
and help keep roads safer
for everyone.

SouL
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depression, sleeplessness and
exhaustion, Ardrey said.
“This session with reiki,
they’re hour-long sessions,
can make them feel like a
whole new person when

they’re done,” she assured.

“They will feel lighter and

clearer.”

Callender also offers

“dragon healing” where he
assembles groups of dragons
who are part of his spiritual
team that he channels their
spiritual energy to pull into
the sessions.

“I work with your higher
self to release emotional
blocks, stored stress, limited
beliefs, traumas, anything of
that nature,” he said.

Ardrey said one hyp-
notherapy session at Soul
Remembered is more ben-
eficial than a client will get
from a doctor’s office.

“I did a hypnotherapy

Serving Polk County 16 yrs

Furniture Upholstery

All types: for homes, offices, equipment.
Also, repairs, RV cushions, slipcovers,
High Quality since 1966

Winters Sewing

f 503-838-4999 or 503-375-9266
440 E. St e« Independence, OR 97351
www.winterssewing.com

session on a lady. The hyp-
notherapy method we use
is a two-hour session — one

You have the right to know what’s happening

in your community.
Public notices - information local governments are obligated to
provide citizens - are required to be published in local newspapers
to provide a public record that’s accessible to everyone.

Public notices keep you informed about your government.
But, Oregon legislators are trying to keep public notices
from appearing in local newspapers. This severely impacts
government transparency and, in turn, limits the public’s right
to hold them accountable for their actions.

Let your state legislators know that you value being able to
access notices in your newspaper and that they are worth

Protect public notices
in newspapers and

the investment.

hour for talking and holding
space for the client and an
hour under the hypnosis.

She said one session of the
hypnosis was more than 10
years she received of talk
therapy,” Ardrey said. “So it’s
pretty profound the release
and change that comes from
these.”

Callendar explained society
has been programmed to fix
what ails it with pill. What
Soul Remembers helps the

body heal outside traditional
medicine.

“Our bodies are so magnif-
icent. They were always built
to heal themselves. We never
needed medicine,” he said.
“As long as you can come in
with an open mind and open
heart, the door is open for
anything.”

They offer their spiritual
services for all age groups.
The large open space, which
used to be home to several

small food service businesses
and a pre-school over the
years, has room to lay out
personal mats for small
groups of up to 10 at a time
for spiritual release.

Their sessions are by
appointment only. For more
information, go to https://
soul-remembered.com or their
Soul Remembered Facebook

page.

environment.

OUR TEAM
1y

Advertising Representatives

Country Media has immediate openings for advertising
representatives. Sales experience is preferred, but not
required for the right person. You do need to enjoy meeting
people and learing about their business needs, and you
must be able to ask for the sale! You must be dependable,
with reliable transportation. You should have the drive

to succeed in a goal-oriented, highly accountable fun

We offer a competitive wage plus unlimited commission
potential. This is a full-time job, Monday through Friday!
Benefits include paid holidays, health insurance, paid
vacation, sick leave, and more!

Submit your resume and cover letter today to
Director of Sales, fperea@countrymedia.net.

Chief Executive Joe Warren at jwarren@countrymedia.net

protect FElEk right to know.
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Central Panthers to rejoin old league, Dallas remains in SA-3 MWC

By CENTRAL SCHOOL
DISTRICT

Central High School will
move back to the Oregon
West League in 4A for the
2026-30 four-year block. The
Panthers were in the Oregon
West League until 2014,
when they moved to the SA
Mid-Willamette Conference.

The league determination
is made on a calculation of
enrollment, or Average Daily
Membership for four-year
blocks. Central’s projected
adjusted ADM for 2025-26
is 550.

Meanwhile, Dallas High
School will remain in

the SA-3 Mid-Willamette
Conference with an ADM
of 628.

For the 2026-30 block,
the OSAA Classification
and Districting Committee is
recommending a six-classi-
fication model, which is the
same as it has been.

“This classification change
is really a shift back to a
league similar to the old
Valco league, and a return
to many schools we played
competitive games against
for years when we were
part of the Oregon West
previously,” CHS Athletic
Director Brandis Piper said.

will open opportunities for
programs to schedule more
non-conference games, and
will create flexibility to pro-
vide the best experiences for
our athletes.”

The Oregon West League
will pit the Panthers against
the Cascade Cougars (577)
Newport Cubs (420), the
Philomath Warriors (363),
the Stayton Eagles (488), and
the Taft Tigers (291). Central
(550) will be the second
largest school in the league,
which will have an adjusted
ADM of 281-577.

Dallas will keep six of
their rivals in the 5SA-3

“The league is smaller, which Mid-Willamette Conference

— Corvallis (836), Crescent
Valley (610), Lebanon
(685), Silverton (848), South
Albany (877) and West
Albany (889).

Schools moved out of the
5A-3 MWC were Woodburn
to the SA-2 Northwest
Oregon Conference (989)
and McKay (1245) moving
to the 6A-6 Central Valley
Conference.

Find the full classification
and district structure online
at https://bit.ly/45awCyo.

The classification change
will not directly affect stu-
dent-athletes at Talmadge
Middle School, which
feeds athletes to Central’s

programs. Athletic Director
Jay Glasmann said having
robust middle school pro-
grams means students are
ready to step up at the high
school level.

“No matter what our clas-
sification is, that should be
our goal, because it is what’s
best for kids,” Glasmann
said. “We know that kids
engaged in sports and after-
school activities tend to be
more successful in school,
and there are lots of life les-
sons that connect what you
do in practice and sports to
what you do in classes.”

Piper agreed that a robust
middle school athletic

program benefits the high
school programs.

“It is best for our stu-
dent-athletes, and will con-
tinue to set us up for success
moving forward in academics
and athletics,” he noted.

Right now, Piper said,
Central is excited about the
opportunity to continue com-
peting against high-caliber
competition.

“We look forward to
renewing old rivalries in
sports,” he added.

Polk County Itemizer-
Observer editor David Hayes
contributed to this story.

Dallas opens Building Improvement Grant Program applications

The Dallas Urban Renewal
Agency has opened a third round
of applications for the Building
Improvement Grant Program.

The Urban Renewal Agency
created the Building Improvement
Grant program to carry out the goals
and objectives outlined in the Dallas

Downtown Urban Renewal Plan. The
Agency made significant changes
to the program to help facilitate tar-
geted investments in the downtown
area. $10,750 is available.
Applicants will have six weeks to
submit an application. Each applica-
tion will be scored based on a rubric

provided during the application pro-
cess and be presented to the agency
for approval. Projects in Downtown
Dallas will receive $64,250 this fis-
cal year.
For every $1 of grant funding

allocated, $2.77 has been spent by
private building owners improving

buildings downtown. All projects
must have the permission of the
building owner and must be located
in the Downtown Urban Renewal
District.

To view the full guidelines and
application for this project, go
to www.dallasor.gov/ecd/page/

urban-renewal-grants. The applica-
tion window closes on Jan. 30, 2026.
For more information, contact
Economic Development Specialist
Tyler Ferrari at tyler.ferrari@dal-
lasor.gov or (503) 831-3579.

Arson suspect arrested 1n West Salem apartment fire

structure fire at a four-plex
in the 200 block of Stoneway
Drive Northwest in West
Salem. The fire began in

the stairwell, blocking the
primary exit for residents.
Several individuals were
forced to jump from a sec-
ond-story balcony to escape
the smoke and flames.

Due to the quick response
and aggressive fire suppres-
sion by Salem Fire person-
nel, the fire was contained
to the stairwell, minimiz-
ing damage to the overall
structure.

Felony Crimes Unit
arson investigators, work-
ing closely with Salem

A Salem man is in custody
following a felony arson
investigation connected to an
October apartment fire that
endangered multiple residents
and resulted in the deaths of
three pets.

On Oct. 3, Salem Fire
personnel and Salem patrol
officers responded to a large

Fire Deputy Fire Marshals,
conducted an extensive
investigation. Based on the
investigation the fire was
determined to be intention-
ally set.

Calvin Tucker, 54, was
identified early in the
investigation as a person of
interest. Tucker provided

statements during an inter-
view, and investigators were
able to establish probable
cause to believe he was
responsible for setting the
fire.

On Dec. 16 at approxi-
mately 4:50 a.m., with assis-
tance from patrol officers,

Tucker was taken into cus-
tody without incident.
Tucker will be lodged
at the Polk County Jail on
charges including four counts
of arson in the first degree,
three counts of animal abuse
in the first degree and reck-
less endangering. The inves-
tigation remains ongoing.

SALEM HEALTH ORTHOPEDICS

Basketball season is here — and Salem
Health Orthopedics in Dallas wants to keep
you in the game.

Welcoming athletes of all ages

e Treatments with or without surgery

e Local specialists in hand, wrist, foot and
ankle issues

Whether it’s a new injury or a recurring issue,
let’s get you off the sidelines and back on the

court.

Proud to support the Willamette Valley’s teams

Supporting local athletes, one play at a time

and all-star athletes!

Learn more: ( I 5
salemhealth.org/ortho {

LEWIS ST
=

641 SE Miller Ave.
Dallas, OR 97338

Wednesdays | 8:30 a.m.to 5 p.m. | 503-540-6300

= Salem Health
= Hospitals & Clinics

What’s YOUR neighbor up to?

Find out in the Itemizer-Observer. You may find your neighbor, your boss, your friend or yourself
in the pages of the Itemizer Observer. Local stories on local people—that’s our specialty.
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Miriam Frieda Morris
Feb. 20, 1929 - Dec. 19, 2025
Miriam Frieda Morris passed
away on Friday, Dec. 19, 2025, two

months shy of her 97th birthday. The
eldest daughter of Gerhard and Della
Rempel, she was born at home on
Feb. 20, 1929. She graduated from
Perrydale High School and lived her
entire life in the Dallas/Polk County
area.

Her Christian faith and church
life were the center of her activities
— even meeting her husband John at
church camp. Married on Feb. 11,
1949, John died on Jan. 22, 2017, 21
days before their 68th anniversary.
They had three children — Robert
(Judy) and Chris (Jim) Rupp, from
Dallas, Oregon, and Roger from
Seattle, Washington.

OBITUARIES

John and Miriam had a special
relationship with their three grand-
daughters (Amy Schoenradt, Sarah
Buhler and Katie Rupp) taking them
camping and fishing, building blan-
ket forts in the living room, dyeing
Easter eggs every year together well
into her 90s, playing games, admir-
ing butterflies, birds, and searching
for daffodils. Each grandchild got a
themed ornament every Christmas
that she searched for all year.

Graced with seven great-grand-
children, Mim (as she preferred to be
called) made an Afghan blanket for
each one. She loved all things craft-
ing - from leftover yarn she made
thousands of baby caps that were

distributed worldwide, and she made
homemade cards from fabric. She
also played piano, and music filled
our lives.

She worked for 20 years at the
Ben Franklin Store and knew most
folks shopping there, having been a
Dallas native. After retirement they
were able to travel several times to
Alaska. The most memorable trip
involved driving with other couples
to go fishing; then canning all they
caught to drive it home. They made
many friends during their travels and
while camping or fishing throughout
the Northwest.

Volunteering and entertain-
ing filled Mim’s life. It was not

uncommon for her to have guests
over for a meal; visitors were always
welcome. She wouldn’t say she was
a good cook, but she made a mean
pie, and her cinnamon rolls were the
best.

In her life well-lived, the foun-
dation was her strong faith. At the
end, she was ready to go to meet her
Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.

A Visitation will be held for
Miriam at Bollman’s Tribute Center,
287 SW Washington St., Dallas,
Oregon, on Friday, Dec. 26 from 1-5
p-m. Memorial contributions can be
made to Dallas Weekday School of
the Bible (www.weekdaybible.com)
in her honor.

November Restaurant Inspections

Editor’s Note: Polk County Health
Department conducts a bi-annual,
unannounced inspection of licensed
restaurants. The establishments
receive an overall grade on food
temperatures, food preparation prac-
tices, worker hygiene, dish washing
and sanitizing and equipment and
facility cleanliness. The restaurants
are scored on a 100-point scale.
They receive a 5-point deduction
for priority violation and a 3-point
deduction for priority foundation
violations. Deductions are doubled if
recorded on consecutive inspections.
Restaurants are compliant if they
receive a score of 70 or higher. They
must be reinspected within 30 days
if they receive a score below 70 or
face closure or other administrative
action. Restaurants display a plac-
ard by the entrance that indicates
passing or failing their most recent
inspection.

Chipotle Mexican Grill

1060 Wallace Road NW, West
Salem

Inspection Date: Nov. 26

Score: 100

Gyropoulos

1233 Riverbend Road NW, West
Salem

Inspection Date: Nov. 26

Score: 100

Get Some Aloha, LLC

1233 Riverbend Road NW, West
Salem

Inspection Date: Nov. 26

Eddy’s Phillys #1

1233 Riverbend Road NW, West
Salem

Inspection Date: Nov. 26

Score: 87

- A handwashing sink is not acces-
sible for employee use at all times,
is used for purposes other than hand-
washing or is not operated properly,
specifically the handwashing sink is
blocked with vent hood grates.

- Potentially hazardous food is
improperly reheated for hot holding,
specifically queso that has been
reheating in the warmer for more
than two hours is 127F.

- Potentially hazardous food is
not maintained at proper hot or cold
holding temperatures, specifically
cooked onions are hot holding at
127F. An operator states they were
prepared two hours prior.

Tin Roof Bistro by Street Sweets

1233 Riverbend Road NW, West
Salem

Inspection Date: Nov. 26

Score: 100

Northwest Senior and Disability
Services

817 Church St., Dallas

Inspection Date: Nov. 26

Score: 97 - Hand towels or a hand
drying device is not provided at the
handwashing sink, specifically paper
towels not provided at handwashing
sink.

Momiji Sushi Bar & Restaurant

Score: 87

- Food employees eat, drink or use
tobacco in unapproved areas or use
an inappropriate beverage container
for drinking, specifically an operator
is observed eating in the food prep
area. An employee beverage in the
food prep area is uncovered without
a straw.

- Potentially hazardous food is
not maintained at proper hot or cold
holding temperatures, specifically
tempura batter sitting in ice next to
the fryer is 58F. The operator states
it has been out for 30 minutes.

- The use of time as a pub-
lic health control is not properly
applied, specifically rice time
marked at 5 p.m. yesterday for time
as a public health control has been
held at room temperature overnight,
and has been put into a rice dis-
penser for today’s service.

Washington St. Catering Kitchen
125 SW Washington St., Dallas
Inspection Date: Nov. 25
Score: 95 - Raw or ready-to-eat

food is not properly protected from
cross contamination, specifically:
raw beef over raw celery in the walk
in fridge.

Carnitas Delicias Michoacén

955 Main St., Dallas

Inspection Date: Nov. 25

Score: 95 - Potentially hazardous
food is not maintained at proper
hot or cold holding temperatures,
specifically cooked fajita veggies are
hotholding at 109F stove. operator

Best Western Food Service

250 Orchard Dr., Dallas

Inspection Date: Nov. 25

Score: 95 - Incorrect methods are
used to cool potentially hazardous
foods, specifically a container of
gravy 4-inches deep has been cool-
ing for 1 % to 2 hours at room tem-
perature. Gravy is 135F.

El Pique Mobile 2

289 E Ellendale 401, Dallas
Inspection Date: Nov. 18
Score: 100

Love Love Teriyaki & Sushi

433 Main St., Dallas

Inspection Date: Nov. 18

Score: 95 - Raw or ready-to-eat
food is not properly protected from
cross contamination, specifically
a box of raw eggs is sitting above
sushi ginger in the walk-in fridge.

Dallas Cinema

166 SE Mill St., Dallas
Inspection Date: Nov. 13
Score: 100

Rich & Thick Bakery

154 S Main St., Independence
Inspection Date: Nov. 13
Score: 100

First Call Meals, LLC

154 S Main St., Independence
Inspection Date: Nov. 13
Score: 100

Arthur’s Icebox
154 S Main St., Independence

Vianney’s Tamales

662 S 13th St., Independence
Inspection Date: Nov. 12
Score: 100

Brooks & Terry’s Espresso
1407 Monmouth Independence
Inspection Date: Nov. 12
Score: 100

Sing Fay

198 W Main St., Monmouth

Inspection Date: Nov. 10

Score: 90

- Raw or ready-to-eat food is not
properly protected from cross con-
tamination, specifically raw animal
foods (chicken and beef) are stored
above kegs and sauce in the walk-in
cooler.

- Potentially hazardous food is
not maintained at proper hot or cold
holding temperatures, specifically
containers of cut vegetables are out
at S6F. A container of raw liquid egg
is sitting out at 62F. The operator
states both were out for 25 minutes.

Ring of Fire Frozen Treats

1124 Edgewater NW., West Salem
Inspection Date: Nov. 4

Score: 100

Westside Taphouse And Growler
Fill

1594 Edgewater St. NW Ste 110,
West Salem

Inspection Date: Nov. 3

Score: 100

Score: 100 1211 NW Edgewater St., West states these were made 10 minutes Inspection Date: Nov. 13
Salem ago. Score: 100
Inspection Date: Nov. 26
Petit st O transportat
| ; ( ; d fee hik
MIA LALDONADO plan to fund road maintenance and Without access to new reve- secretary Roxy Mayer told the worker’s paycheck were set to

Oregon Capital Chronicle

With a transportation fund-
ing referendum likely headed to
Oregon voters in November 2026
and a short legislative session
approaching, it’s unclear if and
how Republicans and Democrats
can compromise on a sustainable

Death Notice

Johnnie Jack Gorman
Sept. 11,1944 - Nov. 17, 2025

Johnnie Jack Gorman died Nov.
17, 2025, in Keizer, Oregon.

operations.

House Bill 3991, which Gov.
Tina Kotek signed into law on
Nov. 7 after a special legislative
session, was expected to raise
$4.8 billion for the transportation
department over the next decade.
But the agency’s new revenue
streams under the law — sched-
uled to take effect at the beginning
of 2026 — were paused when
opponents submitted almost
200,000 signatures to the Oregon
Secretary of State with the goal to
give voters the chance to overturn
the law.

nue, the Oregon Department of
Transportation once again faces a
significant funding gap that could
result in layoffs and reduced ser-
vices — even as transportation
crews respond to rain-caused land-
slides alongside Highway 229 near
the Oregon Coast and as mountain
passes across the state remain
closed or congested because of
downed trees and power lines.
“Oregonians have exercised
their ability to challenge actions
taken by the legislature, and the
governor respects the outcome
of that process,” Kotek press

Capital Chronicle.

Republicans must work with
Democrats now to find a different
solution, Mayer said.

“The governor’s guiding prin-
ciple is to avoid, as much as pos-
sible, immediate service cuts that
will impact Oregonians,” Mayer
said.

What fees and taxes are on
pause?

Increases to vehicle registration
and title fees, a 6-cent gas tax
hike and a temporary doubling
of the payroll tax used for public
transit from 0.1% to 0.2% of a

take effect at the start of the year.
Petitioners with No Tax Oregon
paused those scheduled tax and
fee hikes by turning in their signa-
tures last week.

The fee and tax hikes will
remain paused unless the state’s
elections division finds there were
not enough valid signatures. The
office has until Jan. 29 to verify
the signatures. Otherwise, the
hikes will remain paused pending
a statewide vote in November
2026.

See TAX, page A8

DECEMBER BIRTHSTONES ARE

PRE-PLANNING YOUR FINAL T, ise. Zir
ARRANGEMENTS IS A MOST LG R b
PRECIOUS GIFT ONLY YOU And Tanzanite
CAN GIVE YOUR LOVED ONES The winter blues have nothing on
December’s birthstones: turquoise,
zircon, and tanzanite—all thrge
CALL TODAY! are best k:h:‘gzsfg; gllsler beautiful
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Salem, OR 97304
503-585 1373
www.restlawnfh.com

FARNSTROM MORTUARY
Independence, OR 97351

503-838-1414

www.farnstrommortuary.com
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Keizer, OR 97303
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www.keizerchapel.com
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LETTERS

Don’t repeat the
sins of the past

Some of our nation’s lead-
ers have over the past few
years spoken very publicly
and loudly, with derision and
contempt, of vast swaths of
humanity who have come to
our shores mostly from places
to the south of us, oftentimes
south of the Equator. These
various people tend to have
darker skin, speak languages
and eat foods that are for-
eign to many Americans of
European descent.

Based on what I know
about the principles and ide-
als upon which our nation
was founded, principles
which are rooted to a signif-
icant degree in Christianity
and Judaism, there are no
people who are “garbage,”
there are no places on this
beautiful planet that are “hell-
holes” or “sh*t-holes.” There
are no people who are all
bad, just as there is no one,
not individuals or groups,
who are all good. We are
all a mixed bag, all sinners:
people, families, tribes, clans,
and nations, who often miss
the mark.

The United States of
America is wise to refuse
entry to those whose intent is
to violate our laws or, worse
yet, engage in acts of racist,
including anti-Semitic, hom-
icidal violence. Likewise, we
would be wise to think long
and hard before considering
ourselves, even our nation, as
superior to other countries or
groups.

It is exactly this kind of
thinking that gave rise to all
of the world’s genocides,
including the ones visited
upon the Jews.

Never again!

Alan Hershman

Dallas

Geonengineering
story belonged on
conspiracy page

The Dec. 3 article enti-
tled “Cross-country authors
team to tackle the dangers
of geoengineering” treated
conspiracy theories as news.
The subject belonged only in
a letter to the editor.

Miriam Forney

Monmouth

1l

Remember
sins and honor
of Southern
Confederates

I have heard renaming
Kennedy Center to be trivial,
juvenile, irrelevant, moronic,
grotesque and illegal by those
who often support initiatives
of the current administration.
No government building,
highway, or ship should be
named for a living person. In
this case, the Congressional
act could only be modified by
Congress. A normal person
would not consider beginning
the process elsewhere.

I heard one comment
saying the decision was
consistent with the penchant
to rename anything associ-
ated with the Confederacy. I
always considered such initi-
atives as eruptions of mental
illness. Here in Redmond,
Oregon, [ wrote a letter to the
city council describing the
woman prompting their action
to ban the Confederate flag
carried by a reenactor in the
Veteran’s Day parade.

I said, “The decision was
prompted by an anonymous
intellectually, emotionally,
and thereby morally disabled
woman. The creature indi-
cated its purity on this issue
by gaining validation within
a popular collective prestige
formed by exhuming the rot-
ting or desiccated carcasses of
racist expressions from prior
generations.”

I would consider the board
of the Kennedy Center to
have pursued equally spurious
attributes seasoned with grov-
eling sycophancy.

Camaraderie and honor
among our veterans form
them into a Band of Brothers
since founding of the country.
John Kennedy was a hero in
WW II and was assassinated
while serving as President.
During the Civil War only
one in 15 Confederate sol-
diers were motivated by slav-
ery, but all sincerely opposed
invasion of the southern
states. All should be distinc-
tively revered.

Nolan Nelson

Redmond
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Commentary

Special Memories: Christmas Santa Ornament

By GARY DEROWITSCH

Christmas was always my
favorite holiday.

I was eight years old, and
like each and every year at
that time, I was very excited.
It was always counting down
from day one of December.
It just couldn’t come fast
enough and I remember the
phrase “I just can’t wait”
always harbored a place in
my daily thinking.

One particular December
evening I remember sitting
on the couch snuggled up
in my pajamas, (the kind
with feet) against the arm of
the couch next to the living
room window. Of course the
Christmas Tree was centered
right in front of the window
so all who passed by outside
could see and enjoy it in all
its glory.

That evening, I found the
lights, ornaments and tin-
sel (we always used tinsel)
almost magical. I was prone
to getting migraine headaches
and that evening I remember
having a particularly bad
one. Still, I found myself in a
state of joy and wonderment
staring at the tree and deco-
rations, and one ornament in
particular.

It was of Santa Claus with
his bag of toys flung over his
shoulder. He was made of
tin and painted in very bright
shiny colors — red clothing,

a black belt and boots and

a very white shining beard
that seemed to actually glow.
I stared, mesmerized by the
Santa ornament and to this
day I can still see him as if he
were right in front of me.

Unfortunately, as hard as
I've tried to locate him in all

‘M -~

the Christmas decorations
handed down over the years,
I have never been successful.
Every year I visit Christmas
stores and garage sales trying
to find a replica of my Santa
ornament. If I do see one,
believe me I will know it.

Why the Santa ornament
was so influential I'm really
not sure; but it was and seeing
it always created that warm
magical feeling of Christmas.

One Christmas was extra
special.

While on the subject of
Christmas, one was very spe-
cial. It started with begging to
open gifts on Christmas Eve
with no luck so we had to get
through the night.

Of course we woke up
around 4 a.m. and headed
downstairs. Two gifts, one
for myself and one for my
brother, caught our attention.

We unwrapped them and
found flashlights.

Mine, as I recall, was
bright red, and my brother’s
was bright gold. (Same type
of bright color as the Santa
ornament).

I couldn’t tell you what
other gifts we received that
Christmas morning, but the
flashlights were exceptionally
special. It was the bright tin
color of red and gold that
sticks in my mind. It was
amazing how two flashlights
could be so much fun shining
them all over the house.

Maybe that was Mom’s
way of keeping us from
opening the other presents too
soon.

Gary Derowitsch retired
from the Post Office in
Monmouth after 33 years. He
still lives in Monmouth.

JOY 170 THE WORLD!

Weekly Online Poll

[] Yes - 46.7%

[ INo - 53.3%

Are you signed up for emergency
alerts from your local government?
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Puzzle answers on page B2

WAYS | - . ™ Moments
L] L]
EIEBYVLSQNKHEBY Cl'}ptOQlllp in time
WTROLJEGEBYWUTFR This is a simple substitution cipher in which each letter used stands
~ for another. If you think that X equals O, it will equal O throughout
PNY AWGEISIK T J GDZRB the puzzle. Solution is accomplished by trial and error. * On Jan. 5, 1914, Henry Ford made
R the welcome announcement that
ZXVSQYWUOEMKTIEG Clue: C equals M he was doubling his assembly-line
employees’ pay. However, there was
. a perhaps not-so-welcome catch —
ECAYWUAIBITS QPNEL T BYQ TCYPTQG EXCGOXSYV home inspections to check for alcohol
consumption and untidy living quar-
YITHFANYIWAYECAWY | BYMMTQP ZNYZ HJXATMG XA |[|e
* On Jan. 6, 1996, snow began blan-
YAX VUAAIAITY AWL AG keting Washington, D.C., and the east-
YOJYNYC MTQBXMQ XQ Y ern seaboard in a blizzard that killed
SOWPWYWI|YI[WL NWWY M 154 people qu ended up costing
: more than a billion dollars in damages
A HGQQV Y BXHHGJ NGYS. before it ended.
KJHY FLERAADTLRYCDBD e On Jan. 7, 1891, future novelist
\ ©2025 King Features Synd., Inc. / and folklorist Zora Neale Hurston was
ZYKXBVOUYWIBTILR born in Notasulga, Alabama. Though
she would eventually publish more
books than any other Black woman in
QSPOMLNKIASMHGTF America, by the time she died in 1960
Find the listed words in the diagram. They run in all m she’d failed to gain a mainstream audi-
dircctions forward. backward, up. down and diagonally ence and was poor and alone in a wel-
Unlisted ¢lue hint: A Road for 1ligh-Speed Trallic The idea of Go Figure is to arrive +[5]+ =90 fare hotel. Today she is considered one
) s at the figures given at the bottom B of the most important Black writers in
Airway Byway Leeway kyway and right-hand columns of the [~ T American history.
Anyway Flyway Midway Subway diagram by following the arith- « On Jan. 8, 1963, Leonardo da Vin-
Away Galway Norway Sway metic signs in the order they are : 1 ci’s masterpiece, the Mona Lisa, was
Beltway Jetway Segway given (‘flﬂtblsitfm;ﬂ Lot to right exhibited for the first time in the U.S.
and top 1o bottorm). Use only the . H Washi D.C.’s National Gal-
i : : | - + at Washington, D.C.’s Nationa a
32025 King Fealures Syndicate. Inc, All rights reserved, . N
i ures Syndicate. Inc. All rights resenv numbers t_)elow the diagram to lery of Art. More than 2,000 dignitar-
complete its blank squares and . - . . . .
SIX-E- use each of the nine numbers + < =7 ies, including Pres@ent‘lohn F. Kgq—
Supel- Crossword SOMETHINGS ooy once. - - nedy, Simtehout tbo1 .v1teﬁv ;t.lil"he.exlgblt
) ) ) opened to the public the following day.
ACROSS 45 In the thick of 103 Cuba's 10 Proposed lor 52 Feudal pean 89 With 118
1 Audibly 46 Dark, glnl)omy Ialrjgest city congizieration 53 Colrjmept_ Dtl)wn_ doa 14 15 3 * On Jan. 9, 1984, Angelo Buono,

6 Mission —. rock genre 108 "Momma — 11 Neminal in Calais sufing stunt | | T K bl s S d 26, e 1ls1
Califomia 43Fas|.gs;;orw 106 Get it wrong military 54 ISignifield 50 Brewsk e o 1234567889 one of the H.IHS.]de Stranglerg, was

11 Spill the auto 107 Cel figure promotion 55 Jenniler of contairer sentenced to life in prison for his role
beans 51Mytreal’ 108 Fir orsprece 12 Poshness “The Swigh™ 81 Fastener in the rape, torture and murder of 10

15 Galf coups 52 Gragh "S" 113 — Lingus 13 Cain's victim 5 Linl fiing inlo > . .

16 Percave 54Facecover 115Calos 1,101 14 Plagued (by) calchers anut young women in Los Angeles. His

20 — Good SH W 116 Monopoly 15 Trezated 57 Lock panner 82 Helper in the cousin and partner in crime, Kenneth
Feelings address CXpENsT badly 58 Memphis-to- Rimalayas . . . . 4

29 Many a 589 Longer-than- 117 2020 drama 16 Congress’ Allanta dir. 93 Lace into Bianchi, testified against Buono to
"Hee Haw™ normal prisen thalter film Alexandnia B4 Has the 94 “OK, but escape the death penalty himse]f.
character lerm 120 Bl —, Texas Creasio- — gumplion il "

22 Bowing evenl 62 Catbreed  921°Why should 17 University of 61 Fare. — -well 95 Red Cross e On Jan. 10, 1863, the London
23 Involuntary 65 Region — you?” Cregon's city 63 Faline cries founder Tube. the world’s first urban under-
leq reactions 66 Long- 122 Concur 18 Spirited 64 Cato's "o be” Clara ’ . . . .

26 Stimulate unshaven 123 Carried, hotses 68 Cathode-ray 97 Film direclor ground railway, opened. Since its first
27 — yung 67 Whal “have as a load 24 Abated picture Lubitsch and 1 8 6 4 tunnel ran under the River Thames and

{Chinese solved” iz, 124 Loads 25 Riga nalive, progucer physizist . .
dishy interms of 125 Stiches up old-styla &9 Oom- — Mach had no ventilation, it was always filled

28 Rocke grammar 126 Lunchlimes,  30-Cld Iranian (luba sounds) 98 Liver sproad 7 8 9 2 with smoke.
dwner, 73 Ad awards ft = 76 Sword 99 Wipes cle: .
for ehort 74 Ullize a Juul 327 Packtoting 32 Disaster o™ s *On Jan. 11, 1775, Francis Salvador,

28 Relative of a device. e.qg. BOUINES retief gp. 72 Samantha Susanne 4 2 the first Jewish person to hold an elect-
tank fop 75 Aided in evil 34 Insulficient Bee's 01 Epoch of the . . . .

31°0 Fotuna”  Tinbed  DOWN 38 Futuistic station first whales ed office in the Americas, took his seat
COMmpaser 83 Yaoko of the 1 Salicit scifiplay ol T3MCIE 102 “Blage” slar on the South Carolina Provincial Con-
Carl avantgarde 2 “The Raven” 1921 network Wesley 4 5 1 6 .

33 Some arm 84 Utters mawden 39 Single- 76 Stag's mate 104 "— a jealous gress. In July he earned the nickname
muscles, 85 Stimulale 3 Done just a narmed 78 Frior to, mistress” the “Southern Paul Revere” when he
infarmall 86 “Damg” ingle I dal in od 102 Jennifer of .

35Mo on s Everage APupose . d0Mongage 79 Opposteol  Zom Dark 2 7 6 9 rode 30 miles to warn of a Cherokee
road sign 87 Clonc's 57It's — wu all claim south, Thrty" attack on backcountry settlements

36 “And Ihat's home over agaimn” 4 Case lor ova in France 110 -So nasty! . ’
that" 89Oreganc. eg.  &Peslsike 42 lalys capital 80 Thalgil's 111 Hence 8 5 and just a month later he became the

37 Note that 90 Tedly rals and 47 Beine 81 Fix text 112 Architect first recorded Jewish soldier to be
recommernds walcher roaches 48 Gloomy — B2 — nous (in Saarinen . . .
ajobappli- 91 Help ust" 7 Rils 48 Level just confidence} 114 Singer killed in the Revolutionary War.
cant. e.q. 92 Cat food & Lobed body belaw 87 "The MeEnlire 5 4 1 9 8 © 2025 King Features Synd., Inc.

43 Wood- brand parts major league Simpsong” 118 See 89-Down
dressing tools 96 Innermaos 9 ~Pigno Man™ 50 Lugidness bartender 119 Baxing

44 Pigsty siufl parts singer Eally 51 Plow beasts 88 Admin, aide wallops
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23 24 25 26 8 6 3

= 28 = 30 Place a number in the empty boxes in such a way . ® ]

EX 32 33 2d 5 % that each row across, each column down and each l a

a7 38 39 140 a1 a2 43 small 9-box square contains all of the

i - - - numbers from one to nine. tht Fif l

48 |49 |50 A 52 (83 84 |BS |BB |57 Rot]dyli uez

G 59 50 61 " DIFFICULTY THISWEEK: ¢ ¢ ¢ g

62 83 |84 65 86 2 1. HISTORY: What city is consid-

= R Tz = . ered the birthplace of democracy?

i ?4 ? B ¢ Moderate 4@ Challenging 2. U.S. PRESIDENTS: Which presi-

3 ® & 18 ¢ ¢ ¢ HOO BOY! dent had a pet raccoon named Rebec-

77 78 |79 20 |81 |82 82 g ca?

84 85 26 87 |68 “g @ 2025 King Features Synd., Inc. 3. MOV#E}J)S: 1\?,1}11211{[ is the %007?d0cu-

o mentary ‘“The 11th Hour” about?
3 ® N s 4. GEOGRAPHY: How many coun-
=1 . .
82 (93 |94 |85 56 97 |98 ] 2 ay tires lie along the equator?
03 08 0 106 o = HOCUS -FOCUS HENRY BOLTINOFF 5. ANATOMY: Which part of the eye
% controls how much light enters it?

108 109110 IR B B % 6. TELEVISION: What is the name

e "7 118 119 % of the Tanners’ cat on the sitcom

120 121 122 123 = ‘ALF {7

7. LITERATURE: What are the

Tad 125 126 127 names of the two families in Shake-
speare’s “Romeo and Juliet”?

8. CHEMISTRY: What kind of reac-

Out on a Limb by Gary Kopervas tion produces heat?

N Th A GNOWFLAKE> b OME - A-KIND WANDER oF 9 US STATESWthh state was the

L M\Jiﬂ ij At .L;% angugnzgg_ UgN g&a __.éFEﬁpp,_ ) first to join the Union?

1 F iVt eus PIE! : - . 10. ASTRONOMY: Which is the

¢ A H %Z et e only planet in our solar system that

S - I D EEE rotates on its side?

TR %\ ; BRIy Answers

ta TN '= _ 1. Athens, Greece.

/'/551‘ I 2. Calvin Coolidge.

/\ ot Wt 3. The critical state of the Earth’s

environment.

Juet Like Catg & DOgS by Dave T. Phipps 5 g Ilr?s

My WIFE WANTS TO INVITE YOU GUYS FOR o ek, Mot
z . Capulet and Montague.
DINNER. YOU STRIKE ME AS A GUY WHO LIKES ! | 8 Exothermic.
MYSTERY AND A BIT OF DANGER, RIGHT? 2| | 9.Delaware.
1 21| 10. Uranus.
f © 2025 King Features Synd., Inc.
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Amber Waves by Dave T. Phipps

Ameri is1m WHOR, BOYS, LAST FARMON THE | | IRECALL THE LVES HAVING SOME . WoW, THERE'S ACTUALLY A
= caris S ROUTE, AFAMILY WITHALITTLE | [ ISSUE AS TO WHERE TO PLACE HIM, . DISCLAIMER AFTER HIS NAME.
ELLA NAMED GERALD AWES HERE. 1 | O THE NAUGHTY ORNICELIST. f [« - N 4
))O '.,ofu)/_‘

“I try to believe like I
believed when I was five ...
When your heart tells you
everything you need
to know.”
— Lucy Liu
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INVESTIGATING THE BIBLE:
Miracles Before Christmas

By DAVID CARLSON PASTOR

here were at least seven mir-

acles mentioned in the New
Testament before the miracle of
Jesus’ birth. First, was the miracle of
the creation.

“In the beginning was the Word
and the Word was with God, and the
Word was God. He was in the begin-
ning with God. All things were made
through him, and without him was
not any thing made that was made.”
(John 1:1-3, English Standard
Version used throughout).

Then, childless Elizabeth, Mary’s
cousin, and her husband Zechariah
were blessed with a child: “...
Elizabeth was barren and both were
advanced in years.” (Luke 1:7).

Zechariah was chosen by lot to go
inside the temple, where the angel
Gabriel gave him God’s promise, but
Zechariah doubted.

“And the angel answered him, I
am Gabriel. I stand in the presence
of God, and I was sent to speak to

you and to bring you this good news.

And behold, you will be silent and
unable to speak until the day that
these things take place, because you
did not believe my words, which
will be fulfilled in their time.” (Luke
1:19-20).

So when Zechariah “...came out,
he was unable to speak...and they
realized that he had seen a vision in
the temple.” (Luke 1:22).

Mary became pregnant by the
Holy Spirit. Six months later Gabriel
came to Mary in Galilee, saying, ...
Greetings, O favored one, the Lord
is with you...” (Luke 1:28).

Gabriel said, you shall “...bear
a son, and you shall call his name
Jesus. He will be great and will be
called the Son of the Most High.”
(Luke 1:31-32).

Mary asked, “How will this be,
since I am a virgin?” And the angel
answered her, “The Holy Spirit will
come upon you, and the power of
the Most High will overshadow you,
and therefore the child to be born
will be called holy — the Son of
God...For nothing is impossible with
God.” (Luke 1:34-35).

Next, an angel appeared to Joseph
as he quietly planned to end his
engagement to pregnant Mary. The
angel came in a dream, saying,
“Joseph, son of David, do not fear
to take Mary as your wife, for that
which is conceived in her is from the
Holy Spirit. She will bear a son, and
you shall call his name Jesus, for he
will save his people from their sins.”
(Matthew 1:20-21).

“When Joseph woke from sleep,
he did as the angel of the Lord com-
manded him; he took his wife, but
knew her not until she had given

birth to a son. And he called his
name Jesus.” (Matthew 1:24-25).

When Mary visited her cousin
Elizabeth, who was in her sixth
month of pregnancy with John, there
were three more miracles: Unborn
John the Baptist leaped for joy
in Elizabeth’s womb when Mary
arrived; then Mary, filled with the
Holy Spirit, prophesied, saying “...
from now on all generations will call
me blessed;” (Luke 1:48).

Finally, after the birth of John the
Baptist, Zechariah regained speech
and prophesied.

In World War I, there was a mira-
cle before Christmas, 1917.

The Americans and the Germans
were engaged in fierce fighting,
both sides entrenched and separated
by a narrow strip of no-man’s-land.
A wounded German soldier was
trapped there in barbed wire and
cried out in pain for help, but no

soldier began slowly crawling to the
German soldier.

His American comrades saw him
and stopped shooting. As he neared
the soldier, the Germans also stopped
shooting and the battlefield was
strangely silent. He untangled the
wounded man and carried him to
the amazed German soldiers, putting
him into their open arms.

As he turned to go, a hand rested
on his shoulder and turned him
around. A German officer, wearing
the Iron Cross, the highest German
honor for bravery, pulled it from his
chest and pinned it to the American’s
uniform, who walked back safely to
the American trenches.

[Brief bio: Mr. Pastor (yes, that
is his last name, not his profession)
lives in Oregon and is a graduate
of Bethel Theological Seminary in
Minnesota (M.Div., M.Th.).]

German came. Finally, an American

O\

Worship Directory

b

DALLAS

Bah&'’i Faith — Building a Better World: “Ye are the fruits of one tree, and the leaves
of one branch. Deal ye one with another with the utmost love and harmony, with
friendliness and fellowship.” — Bah&'u’llah. All are warmly invited to an interfaith
gathering on the last Sunday of each month at 2:00. You are encouraged to share any
quotations, prayers, poems, and songs related to the theme for the month. For details
call 971-804-5943 or 503-269-3333. (Please leave a message for call back.) More
about the Bah&'i Faith: www.bahai.org or www.bahaisofsalem.org

Dallas Church — PO Box 462, Dallas, OR 97338, 503-623-2711. Worship Gatherings:
Sundays 9am & 10:30am. Meeting at 450 SE Washington St., Dallas OR 97338.
Atmosphere is relaxed, families and children welcome, come as you are, current
music & relevant teaching about Jesus. Pastor: Ben Bauman. www.dallaschurch.org

Dallas Church of Christ — 691 NE Kings Valley Hwy, Dallas, 503-623-8791.
Sundays: 9:30am Bible Classes for all, 10:30am Worship, 2:00pm Group Bible Talk,
Wednesdays: 6:30pm Bible Study. Come to any, come to them all! Individual Bible
studies gladly made by appointment. Web:dallaschurchofchrist.com.

Dallas Evangelical Church — A Place of Hope and Healing: 783 SW Church Street,
Dallas Oregon, across from the Post Office. Find us on Facebook: on page DallasEC,
MyDallasEC Friends and www.dallasec.org. Join us on Sundays in person or on Zoom
for weekly Bible Study and Worship Service. We worship in a contemporary, casual
format. Sunday Services: Bible Study 9:00 AM; Worship Service 10:00 AM, zoom
room 228-034-850. Celebrate Recovery (a Christ Based 12 Step Program) is also on
Sundays and starts with Dinner 5:00 PM; Large Group (Worship) 6:00 PM, and small
groups at 7PM. We have a Community Clothing Closet: Mon, Tue, Wed, Thu, Fri, &
Sat 9 AM - Noon; Thurs Nights 7:00 PM - 9:00 PM. Step Studies are often starting or
ending all year and meeting at various times. Message phone 503-623-3778. Find us
on Facebook: DallasEC or join MyDallasEC Friends. You can email pastor Dave at
pastor.dave@dallasec.org

Dallas Foursquare Church — Located at 976 SW Hayter St., on the corner of
Washington and Hayter. Senior Pastor: Darrin Hausler. Worship Gatherings: Sundays
at 10:00 a.m., Youth Home Groups: Sunday evenings from 6-8:00 p.m. Please call
for locations. We are a multi-generational church with a heart for our community. Our
mission is to Love God and Love People to Extend His Kingdom. For more info call us
at 503-623-8277 or visit us online at dallasfour.com.

Evangelical Bible Church — 1175 S.E. Howe St., Dallas 503-623-2331. Senior
Pastor Troy Bassham, Youth Pastor Andrew Wheeler, Administrative Pastor Mike
Fast. Sunday services 9:00am & 10:30am. Awana 6:30pm Wednesday. Weekly Prayer
meeting 6:30pm Wednesday. Women’s Bible Study Thursday 9:30 am & 6:30 pm.
Men'’s Bible Study Thursday 6:30pm. Compass Middle School Youth Group Thursday
6:30pm. Forged High School Youth Group Tuesday 6:30pm. Live Streamed services
via facebook and youtube @EBCDallas.

Grace Community Church — 598 E. Ellendale Ave. Dallas, 503-623-4961. Lead
Pastor- Dave Bertolini, Sunday Worship Gatherings 9:00am, with Nursery-5th Grade
programs, Youth Life Groups, and scheduled Sunday School Classes running
concurrently & 10:45am, with Nursery-5th Grade programs, and scheduled Sunday
School Classes, running concurrently.

Live Stream our 10:45am service at www.graceindallas.online.church

Visit our Website at www.graceindallas.org for office hours, sermon downloads, event
information, and more!

House of His Presence — House of His Presence, located at 177 SW Oak St. in
Dallas, welcomes all who are seeking to know God intimately and live life abundantly.
We believe God transforms us into the image of Jesus Christ as we encounter His
Holiness, Righteousness and Truth through His manifested presence, worship and
the Word of God. Sunday morning service at 10:30 am, visit the website for ongoing
ministries during the week. For more information call 503-420-4612 Website www.
houseofhispresence.net

Living Word Faith Fellowship — 830 SE Shelton Street, Dallas, 503-623-9062.
Pastor Ray Huff. Sunday Prayer 9:30am, Worship 10:00am, Children’s Church
(during service, nursery provided). Wednesday Prayer 6:30pm, Worship 7:00pm.
Men’s fellowship second Saturday, Pastor Ray Huff is in charge of men’s fellowship.
Call for info 503-623-9062.

Salt Creek Baptist Church — 15075 Salt Creek Rd, Dallas, 503-623-2976. Interim
Pastor John Dotson, Family Pastor Josiah Buhler. Sunday School 9:30am. Sunday
morning Worship Gathering 10:50am. Nursery provided for worship services. Classes
for all ages. Wednesday Middle and High School youth at 6:30pm. Please call for
information about other meetings or visit our website at www.saltcreekchurch.org.

Seventh-Day Adventist Church — 589 SW Birch St PO Box 450 Dallas, Or 97338
503-623-5872 Pastor Ted Perry, Services on Saturday: Sabbath School 9:30 am,
Worship Service 11 am Study and Prayer Wednesday 7pm Office hours: Wed, Thurs
& Friday 9-12 . Community Services for food and clothing Wednesday 10am to 1pm.

St. Philip Catholic Church Fr. Michael P. Johnston, Pastor
Pastor Email: mpjinpdx@yahoo.com | 825 S.W. Mill Street, Dallas, OR 97338
Phone: (503) 623.2440 - www.stphilorg.org.

Liturgical Schedule

Monday- Wednesday - 5:30 p.m. Mass

Thursday - 8:00 a.m. ( No Mass on Friday)

Saturday Vigil Mass - 5:30 p.m.

Sunday Masses - 8:00 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.

Coffee and Donuts will be served after Sunday services

St. Thomas Episcopal Church — Welcome! Our church is located at 1486 SW
Levens St., Dallas. Our phone number is 503-623-5822 . Everyone is welcome to
come and be a part of our congregation on Sundays for the 10 a.m. service or find us
live on Facebook and updates. Join us for coffee after our service. Our services are
as follows: 1st and 3rd Sundays are Morning Prayer. 2nd and 4th Sundays are Holy
Eucharist. Blessings!

Trinity Lutheran Church — 320 SE Fir Villa Rd, Dallas. All are welcome! Pastor
Jody Becker and Pastor Johathan Thompson, Adult Sunday Bible Study 8:45, Sunday
Worship Service 10 am coffee hour with treats after service. Wednesday Worship
Service noon. Nursery available for parents to use. Play area for small children in
sanctuary during worship service. Youth Group HS/MS 11:30 am Sundays. Weekly
Bible Studies. Contact us at 503-623-2233 or at questionsdallastic@gmail.com.
Online at dallatlc.org. Check it out! Office open Mon.-Thur. 10:00 am to 2:00 pm, Fri.
9:00 am to Noon.Because God first loved us, we celebrate the gifts of Christ through
worship, service, and community.

United Methodist Church — a church with Open Hearts, Open Minds & Open Doors,
565 SE LaCreole Dr, Dallas, 503-623-2481. Pastor Rev. Ruth Marsh. In-person
Sunday morning worship at 10 a.m. Go to the website at: dallasoregonumc.org for
additional information.

Valley Life Center (Assemblies of God) — 1795 SE Miller Ave., Dallas. Lead Pastor:
Chris Barker; Youth: Jeff Anderson; Children: Crystal Barker; Worship/Media: Jesse
Ceballos. Sunday Service is at 10:00 am and online streaming at 10:00 am (www.
valleylife.love.) On Wednesdays at 6:30 pm, there is Men’s Bible Study, Ladies Bible
Study, Ignite Youth, Rangers Boys Club, Mpact Girls Club, Rainbows, and nursery
care. For more information, contact us at www.vallelylife.love, info@valleylifecenter.

com or 503-623-4116.
FALLS CITY

Seventh-Day Adventist Church — 205 N. Main, Falls City 97344, 503-787-
3907. Services on Saturday: Sabbath School 10:00am; Worship Service 11:10am.
Community Service Center Food Bank: Second Wednesday, 11am-3pm, Fourth

Sunday, 11am-3pm.
INDEPENDENCE

Christ The King Church — Service on Sundays 10 am, 580 S 9 St., (Corner of
S 9 St. and F street) Independence OR 97351 . 503-551-9516 or visit us at www.
ctkindependence.com.

Cornerstone Church of God — 4395 Independence Hwy, Independence, 503-838-
5119. Sunday Service and Children’s Church 9:30am Nursery available. Wednesday
Kids Klubs 6:30pm. Thursday Adult Bible Study 6:30pm

First Baptist Church — A warm friendly church that cares about you! Located at
1505 Monmouth St., Independence (across from Central High School); 503-838-
1001. Senior Pastor Michael Parks. Sundays: Worship Service 11am Wednesdays:
AWANA 7pm (during the school year). Thursdays: Youth Group 6:15pm. Join us for
small groups and life groups throughout the week. First Baptist Church has ministries
for children, youth, adults, families and seniors, throughout the week. Check us out at
www.independencefirstbaptist.com

St. Patrick Parish, Catholic — 1275 E. St., Independence, 503-838-1242. Father
Francisco Bringuela. Saturday Masses: 5pm English Vigil & 7pm Spanish. Sunday
Masses: 9am English & 11:30am Spanish. Daily Masses: Monday 9:30am Communion
Service. 9am Tuesday and Thursday Spanish, Wednesday and Friday English.
Sacrament of Reconciliation; Saturday 3:30pm - 4:30pm or by appointment. Faith
Formation: Monday 6:45pm -8:15pm Middle & High School. Tue: 6:45pm-8:15pm.
Grades 1-4. Youth Group Thur. 6:30pm. WOU Campus Ministry: Mass Sunday 5pm
at 315 Knox St., Monmouth. Tuesday 7pm Fellowship.

MONMOUTH

Christ’s Church Methodist & Presbyterian United — Come care and share with us.
412 Clay St. W, Monmouth, 503-838-1724. Pastor Steve Mitchell. Worship Service
11:15am Call for information on small groups.

Monmouth Christian Church — 969 Church St W, Monmouth 97361. Office hours
M-T 9a-4p. Phone: 503-838-1145. Join us for services on Sundays, 9am & 11am.
Live ONLINE Service 11am. Please visit our website for more info or on how to
join our online service. WWW.MYMCC.CCSt. Hilda’s Episcopal Church — 245 Main
St. West, Monmouth. Contact Information: sthildaschurch1@gmail.com. Sunday
Worship (Eucharist) 10:00 AM followed by fellowship. Our church services are
reverent and relaxed. Our purpose is God’s worship. 7:00 PM Wednesday, Evening
Prayer online, contact us thru the email address above for access codes. Walk our
labyrinth — behind the parking lot, it's still in development, but it works. Follow us on
our Facebook page; St Hilda’s Episcopal Church, Monmouth Or.

St. Hilda’s Episcopal Church — 245 Main St. West, Monmouth. Contact
Information: sthildaschurch1@gmail.com. Sunday Worship (Eucharist) 10:00 AM
followed by fellowship. Our church services are reverent and relaxed. Our purpose
is God’s worship. 7:00 PM Wednesday, Evening Prayer online, contact us thru the
email address above for access codes. Walk our labyrinth — behind the parking lot,
it's still in development, but it works. Follow us on our Facebook page; St Hilda's

Eiiscoial Church| Monmouth OR.

LIGHT OF CHRIST ANGLICAN — As members of the Anglican Church of North America,
we are connected to Christianity’s ancient heritage through our biblical foundation
and liturgical worship. We offer sound biblical teaching, sacramental worship, and
fellowship. We are informal and welcoming to families and individuals of all ages. We
meet Sundays for Holy Eucharist at 10:30 AM at Shepherd of the Valley Lutheran
Church, 2650 NW Highland Dr, Corvallis, OR 97330. Our service is also available
via Zoom. Please visit our website for the Zoom link and additional information. www.
corvallis-anglican.org Please also visit us on Facebook at Light of Christ Anglican
Church, Corvallis
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Cozy Christmas Caroling

Photos by David Hayes

The Dallas Christmas Carolers perform a rousing rendition of
Jingle Bell Rock Dec. 19 at Marlene's in downtown Dallas. The
night of Christmas songs, presented by the Dallas Arts Association
and Art in the Park, also featured performances by the Moonfall
Theatre troupe in Marlene Cox’s new bar at the corner of Main

and Court streets. Marlene herself took to the stage to perform a
Christmas classic.
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The pause in the payroll
transit tax hike means the
average Oregonian making
$68,000 will remain paying
$5.60 a month in the tax
instead of $11.20 per month.

For now, Oregonians will
continue paying a 40-cent
gas tax per gallon instead of
46 cents.

Oregonians with a passen-
ger vehicle will remain pay-
ing $77 in title fees instead
of $216.

Registration base fees
for a two year period for
Oregonians driving a stan-
dard passenger car will
remain at $86 instead of
$170, $88 instead of $172
for motorcyclists and $126
instead of $210 for light
and utility trailer drivers.

L
N

GIFT SUBSCRIPTIONS

are available on the
“Subscribe” page

olkio. com/
%L ko0l

subscrlbe

Drivers will continue to pay
a surcharge based on fuel
efficiency, which means the
total registration fee for most
passenger cars is $126 or
$136 every two years.

Collectively, the new fees
and taxes were expected
to raise $791 million in
the 2025-27 budget cycle,
followed by $1.1 billion for
2027-29 and $1.2 billion for
2029-31.

No transportation service
cuts yet

Transportation Department
spokesperson Katherine
Benenati said no service cuts
or layoffs have been deter-
mined within the agency,
and any layoffs would not
take place until after the
legislative session ends in
March. Kotek has contin-
ued hiring winter seasonal
staff using existing funding,
savings from vacancies and
recent voluntary departures
to maintain these services in
the short term, she said.

Rep. Ed Diehl, R-Scio and
one of the lead petitioners
of the No Tax Oregon effort,
said higher taxes aren’t the
only way to fill the budget
gap, arguing that Democrats
need to reprioritize how they
fund transportation.

“We’re paying for electric
vehicle car chargers. We
have a social equity office.
We have climate justice
initiatives. We have hun-
dreds of millions of dollars
in reserves on projects that
will never transpire as cur-
rently designed,” he told
the Capital Chronicle. “It’s
a waste, but the Legislature
is prioritizing those things
over what the Oregon people
want.”

Diehl and his Republican
colleagues have pushed to

| rearrange transportation

funding. However, most
of the state transporta-
tion departments funding
is legally designated for

specific purposes, so
reallocating funds would
require a statutory or con-
stitutional amendment to
avoid legal challenges,
according to department
Finance and Budget Division
Administrator Daniel Porter.

At least three Republicans
on Wednesday — Reps.
Mark Owens of Crane
and Vikki Breese-Iverson
of Prineville and Sen.

Mike McLane of Powell
Butte — urged the trans-
portation department to
seek emergency funding
from the Legislature’s

Joint Emergency Board

in response to the historic
flooding across the state this
week. The 20-member board
has the authority to allo-
cate funding when the full
Legislature isn’t in session.

Rep. Susan McLain,
D-Forest Grove, called
the Republicans’ request
impractical.

“Are they going to ask for
emergency funds for the rest
of 2026 as well when they
strip funding as part of their
ballot measure to defund
ODOT?” she said. “It is sim-
ply not realistic.”

McLain, co-chair of
the Legislature’s Joint
Transportation Committee,
said House Bill 3991 is a
quarter of what Democratic
lawmakers proposed during
the regular legislative ses-
sion, and for three budget
cycles she said lawmakers
have made cuts to ODOT
and worked on efficiency.

“We’ve done all of the
compromise, the amending
and the backup plan is that
final bill that we passed in
September, which is only a
quarter of the original,” she
said. “The short session is
not going to help them.”

Democratic leaders shared
similar concerns about the
efforts to overturn the trans-
portation funding law.

“Without those emergency
funds, hundreds of hard-
working Oregonians who
plow highways, fill potholes
and repair bridges are in
danger of losing their jobs,”
said Senate President Rob
Wagner, D-Lake Oswego.
“The Senate President’s
Office is ready to work with
ODOT and the Governor’s
Office to manage this situa-
tion in the upcoming legisla-
tive session.”

House Speaker Julie
Fahey, D-Eugene, said the
transportation funding law
was a heavily negotiated
policy that had support from
nearly every key transporta-
tion stakeholder in Oregon
and considered the cost of
living for Oregonians.

“The referral of only
pieces of that package —
repealing funding while
leaving spending obligations
in place — destabilizes our
transportation system and
jeopardizes Oregonians’
safety,” Fahey said. “The
Republican politicians
behind the referral effort
don’t have a backup plan,
and the transportation needs
facing every corner of the
state won’t fix themselves.”

Fahey said she will con-
tinue to work closely with
her Senate colleagues and
Kotek to keep Oregonians
safe on their way to work
and school.

https:/loregoncapital-
chronicle.com/2025/12/18/
petition-against-oregon-
transportation-law-pauses-
gas-tax-and-fee-hikes/Oregon
Capital Chronicle is part of
States Newsroom, a network
of news bureaus supported
by grants and a coalition of
donors as a 501¢(3) public
charity. Oregon Capital
Chronicle maintains edito-
rial independence. Contact
Editor Lynne Terry for ques-
tions: info@oregoncapital-
chronicle.com.
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Dragons edge Glencoe on last second free throws

By LANCE MASTERSON
For The ltemizer-Observer

Tristan Porter was ready
when his moment arrived.

With less than a second
left in the game and his team
down a point, Porter was
fouled while in the act of
shooting. He received two
foul shots. Make them both
and the Dragons squeeze out
a 60-59 win against visiting
Glencoe.

Turns out, he was ready for
his center stage moment.

“I put a lot of practice into
free throws. You work on it
for moments like this,” Porter
said. “The first one was defi-
nitely more pressure. If I miss
that one, the second one is
way harder.”

But Porter didn’t miss.
And so the Dragons (0-0,

2-3 overall) escaped with the
home win.

It was perseverance, how-
ever, that set the stage for
Porter’s heroics.

He drew the foul on one of
his team’s old reliables. The
final possession featured a

pick-and-roll that had worked
throughout the game. The
play was executed calmly and
exactly as ordered. It went
through Porter because he is
solid from behind the line.
“Tristan is one of
our higher-percent-
age-free-throw-shooters in
practice,” Dallas coach Alex
King said. “I trusted him,
but I couldn’t even watch.
They ran the play the way we
talked about, and it worked.”
The Dragons were down
by 11 points before mounting
their fourth-quarter comeback.
“We never gave up,” Porter
said. “We kept our heads
high, our energy was up, and
we just kept playing hard.”
Dallas came out strong in
the opening quarter, building
a double-digit lead, but saw
it gradually disappear as
Glencoe found its rhythm.
“We started playing too
much ‘me ball” in the second
and third quarters,” King
said. “We stopped driving
and kicking out, and Glencoe
gained momentum. In the

fourth, the kids believed in
themselves again and stayed
patient.”

The visitors pushed their
advantage to 11 points in
that final frame. But Dallas
responded with a run of its
own by chipping away one
possession at a time. Rather
than forcing quick shots, the
team was patient, scored in
small bursts and relied on
defensive pressure.

“We just played hard and
talked on defense,” Porter
said. “That’s how we came
back.”

For Dallas, the win pro-
vided a timely confidence
boost heading into Mid-
Willamette Conference play
which starts next week.

“We’ve got a lot to work
on. Hustle, conditioning,
fundamentals. All the little
things,” King said. “But this
game showed what we’re
capable of doing when we
stay together.”

The Dragons return to
action Friday when league
play opens against Silverton

i
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Dallas sophomore Tristan Porter shoots the winning free throw to give the
Dragons a 60-59 win over Glencoe Dec. 19.

at home. Dallas travels to
Corvallis on Tuesday. Both
games are at 7 p.m.

For Glencoe, the loss
dropped the Class 6A

Crimson Tide to 0-7 on the
season.

With their dues paid, Panthers ready for league play

By LANCE MASTERSON
For The Itemizer-Observer

There’s experience, and
then there’s experience
Panthers-style.

Central returns nearly its
entire production from last
year’s basketball team, or
some 98 percent of the team’s
scoring and 90 percent of its
minutes. No wonder expec-
tations are high as the Mid-
Willamette Conference opener
is less than two weeks away.

“This is the most expe-
rienced team I've been a
part of,” senior guard Jack
Holstine said. “Of the past
three years I've been here,
this group just knows how to
play together.”

Such familiarity allowed
the team to hit the ground
running, and there’s been no
let up. Players arrive early
for practice, lift together, and
warm up as a unit.

“We picked up where we
left off” from last season, he
said. “But we’re taking it to
another level.”

His leadership skills, and
that of the seven other seniors
on the team, have improved
as well.

“I’ve learned how to put
my teammates in positions
to succeed,” the multi-year
varsity starter said. “Getting
guys involved actually makes
my shots easier, and makes us
better as a team.”

Senior guard Branden
Ball sees a difference in how
the Panthers are carrying
themselves.

“Last year we were still
figuring things out,” Ball said.
“This year, we already know
what we want to be. Practices
are sharper. There’s more
talking, more energy and
more accountability.”

The Panthers missed the
playoffs last year, but expec-
tations have since risen. With
most of last year’s roster
back, and several key league
rivals having graduated stand-
out guards, Central is well-po-
sitioned for a run at the title.

“Our goal is winning
league,” Ball said. “We’ve
been together long enough
now that there’s no excuses.
We know the system, we
know each other, and we
know what it’s going to take.”

The roster is bigger and
longer, and Central plans to
take advantage of its athleti-
cism — by pushing the pace,

Branden Ball takes aim during practice at the
Panthers gym. Central returns to action Tuesday,
Jan. 6, against McKay. The home game begins at

7 p.m.

taking more three-pointers,
and going inside.

“We want to run teams,”
Ball said. “If we can get stops
and get out in transition, that’s
when we’re at our best. When
we’re moving the ball and

sharing it, we’re really hard to
guard.”

The team’s confidence only
grew during the offseason.
Early morning workouts, long
shooting sessions, and addi-
tional workouts at Western

Oregon University became
routine.

The team was tested at the
recent Capitol City Classic
in Salem. Central returned to
the national-level tournament
after an absence of two years.

“When you look at the
field, we’re definitely one of
the smaller schools,” coach
Tyler Allen said. “We’re
giving up size, depth, and
experience to a lot of these
teams. But that’s exactly why
we wanted to come.”

Central fell to Ruston
(Louisiana) in the opener,
73-56, on Friday. The vic-
tors are a nationally-ranked
program loaded with elite
athletes and future college
players. NBA Hall of Fame
Karl Malone is grandfather to
one of the players.

“They’re going to be a
very difficult matchup,” Allen
said pre-tournament. Ruston
plays “fast, they’re physical,
and they’ve got guys who can
really go. But these are the
kinds of games that show you
who you are.”

Ball also welcomed the
challenge.

“You don’t get opportu-
nities like this very often,”
he said. “We’re excited, not

scared. This is the kind of
competition you play basket-
ball for.”

The Panthers rose to the
challenge in their second
game, defeating Class 6A
Sprague, 73-64, on Saturday.
The tournament concluded
with games on Monday and
Tuesday. Results from the
latter two games were not
available at deadline.

Allen emphasized that
success in Salem won’t be
defined by wins and losses
alone. Central entered the
tournament having played just
two preseason games.

“Our identity is still form-
ing,” Allen said. “The goal
over these four games is to
establish how we want to play
when league play starts.”

That message resonated
with the Panthers.

“We know we’re going to
get tested,” Ball said. “The
key is staying together when
things get tough. If we do
that, we’ll be fine.”

Holstine agreed.

“No matter who we’re
playing, we’re all high school
kids on the same court,” he
said. “We just have to play
confident, play fast, and trust
each other.”\

Panthers wrestle hard before school break

Panthers Kids sent 13
wrestlers to the West
Albany Kids Tournament
on Dec. 20 for one last
event before the Christmas
break.

“Sometimes it can be
hard to get kids out to
tournaments during winter
break,” said head coach
Vidal Pena. “Vacations and
other travel plans happen
quite a bit during this time.
We were proud of those
that showed up.”

Pefia said the Panther
Kids had three wrestlers for
the first time reach a tour-
nament’s third round.

“That is some great
experience in stamina and
a result of Coach Aubrey’s
intense conditioning during
practice,” Pefia said.

Coach Aubrey Pierce
added that the team’s suc-
cess “has everything to do
with our conditioning when
we can get kids to make it
late into second and third
rounds.”

Panther Kids have
a break until Jan. 3
when they will return to
action at Cascade for the
Landyn Adams Memorial
Tournament.

Placing first were Logan
Caraballo and Vincent
DiLorenzo

Second place finishers
were Matthew Mesdag,
Aiden Mcmullen, Brody
Bauer, Tyson Turner and
Hazel Granum.

Third places went to
Asher Holstad, Coleman
Brantner and Lincoln
Dryden
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PAST

50 years ago

Wednesday, Dec. 24, 1975

County looks to new

street numbering

The Polk County
Commissioners directed
Ralph Blanchard to proceed
on a county-wide street num-
bering project Tuesday. The
system would expand on that
started by Dallas around two
years ago.

In a memorandum to the
board from Frank Wyckoff,
County Planning Director,
Blanchard and Jim Panter,
emergency services director,
recommended the system and
timing for implementing a
county-wide numbering sys-
tem was explained.

The purpose of a consis-
tent county-wide numbering
system would be to aid emer-
gency vehicles and provide
the Post Office with a logical
sequence.

Dallas trying to
stop move

Dallas School District, rep-
resented by William Paulus,
Salem attorney, presented a
remonstrance Tuesday, Dec.
16, to state hearings officer
Glen Middleton.

The district hopes to pre-
vent Desert Seed Co., a cor-
porate farm, from transferring
about 150 acres from Dallas
to Central School District.
The majority of Desert Seed’s
land lies within Central dis-
trict boundaries. Dallas is
appealing an earlier LE.D.
ruling to grant the change.

Lancers down Dragons
in non-counter

A fair number of Dallas
fans drove through fog
Saturday night to Eugene and
saw Bill Schaefers can 28
points to lead his Churchill
Lancers to a 70-62 verdict
over the Dallas Dragons.

The loss was the fourth for
Dallas in five non-league con-
tests. The Dragons one more
“warm-up” (Sprague at Dallas

Jan. 2) before the counters
begin on Jan. 6 when Canby
comes to town.

40 Years Ago

Wednesday, Dec. 20, 1985

Fog, frost lead to
Polk accidents
Morning fog and frost
on roadways contributed
to a number of accidents
throughout the county this
past week including one that
left a Gaston man in critical
condition.

FLASHBACK

This week’s Flashback is from Wednesday, Dec. 20, 1980:
RINGING IN THE NEW YEAR - Polk County Sheriff's
Department staff got a shipment of new western style Stetson
hats this week, as the effort to present a new, more localized
image continues. The officers volunteered to purchase the
hats and badges at their own expense. Pictured here wearing
new hats and disposing of the old are (from left) Sheriff Steele,
Sergeant Paul Burke and Sergeant Jeff Fisher. (File I-O photo.)

Maurice Kenneth Cooper,
67, was listed in serious
condition at Salem Memorial
Hospital on Wednesday fol-
lowing an accident Saturday.
The driver of the vehicle,
Gary Norman Cooper, 24,
Gaston, was treated for inju-
ries at Valley Community
Hospital in Dallas and
released Tuesday.

City giving bicycle
ordinances a
second look

Children are learning one
thing in school about bicycle
safety and the Dallas City

Council is struggling to bring
city regulations into line
— maybe.

Youngsters are taught
during classes on bicycle
safety by the Dallas Police
Department that using resi-
dential sidewalks is permis-
sible, even safer than the
streets. However, a 1944 city
ordinance prohibits riding
bicycles on sidewalks in any
area.

Crosswalks to be safer
After a visit Monday
afternoon to Lyle Elementary

School, Dallas City Council
members voted Monday night
to change crosswalks and
parking, build an island and
investigate warning lights to
ensure the safety of school
youngsters.

Lyle Principal Glen
Sweet said he has been
concerned for a long
time over the buildup of
traffic turning from West
Ellendale Avenue onto
Southwest Levens Street
and past the school.

Community
Achievement

PCSO's John Brown
named state
volunteer of the year
On Dec. 11, the Oregon
State Sheriff’s Association
recognized John Brown as
its Volunteer of the Year.
Brown has been part of
the Polk County Sheriff’s
Office since 2014 as a
SALT (Sheriff’s Auxiliary
Law Enforcement Team)
member. During his time

with SALT, Brown has been

instrumental in ensuring
that the SALT team runs
smoothly, the Sheriff’s

Office booth gets staffed for

the county fair each year,
and updates were imple-
mented to the SALT train-
ing academy.

Brown has provided
the Sheriff’s Office with
6,572 volunteer hours from
2014-24, an average of 54
hours per month for over a
decade.

“He assists with routine
volunteer duties, as well as
special assignments, with
a consistency that we have
come to know and love
from him,” the PCSO wrote
on their Facebook page.
“John is solid and respected

John Brown was named State Volunteer of the
Year by the Oregon State Sheriff's Association.

students who were named
to the Union University

Asher Watson makes
Belmont University's

Dean’s List eligibility is
based on a minimum course
load of 12 hours and a
quality grade point average
of 3.5 with no grade below
aC.

PCSO’s John Brown
named state volunteer of
the year

On Dec. 11, the Oregon
State Sheriff’s Association
recognized John Brown as
its Volunteer of the Year.

Brown has been part of
the Polk County Sheriff’s
Office since 2014 as a
SALT (Sheriff’s Auxiliary
Law Enforcement Team)
member. During his time
with SALT, Brown has been
instrumental in ensuring
that the SALT team runs
smoothly, the Sheriff’s
Office booth gets staffed for
the county fair each year,
and updates were imple-
mented to the SALT train-
ing academy.

Brown has provided
the Sheriff’s Office with
6,572 volunteer hours from
2014-24, an average of 54
hours per month for over a
decade.

“He assists with routine
volunteer duties, as well as
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Community Calendar Dec.24-Dec. 31

Wednesday, Dec. 24

Public libraries and senior
centers closed for Christmas
Holiday

Thursday, Dec. 25

Public libraries and senior
centers closed for Christmas
Holiday

11 a.m. - Christmas Dinner
for All, Monmouth Senior
Community Center

Friday, Dec. 26

8 a.m. - Yoga, Monmouth
Senior Community Center

9 a.m. - Stretch exercise 1,
Monmouth Senior Community
Center

10 a.m. — Art Workshop/
CardsTable Games/ 6 Handed
Pinochle, Dallas Area Senior
Center

10 a.m. - Stretch Exercise
2/Drawing for Fun/Writer’s
Workshop, Monmouth Senior
Community Center

10 a.m. - Gardening Class,
Dallas Area Senior Center

12 p.m. - Watch repair
clinic, Dallas Area Senior
Center

1 p.m. - Tai Chi with
Cheryl/Birthday Party,
Monmouth Senior Community
Center

1 p.m. - Medicare Plans,
Dallas Area Senior Center

1:30 p.m. - Jewelry
making, Monmouth Senior
Community Center

1:30 p.m. - 10-Minute
Writing, Dallas Area Senior
Center

2 p.m. - Free English
Second Language classes at
the Dallas Library, 950 Main
St.

2 p.m. - Family Bingo!
Monmouth Public Library

4 p.m. - Youth Coding
League, Independence Public
Library, 175 Monmouth St.

6 p.m. - Live Comedy:
Friday Night Funnies,
Elysium Botanicals Wines and
Vineyard, 8175 Buena Vista
Road, Independence

6 p.m. - Live Music:
Stephen Reynolds, Two
Wolves Tap Room, 171 SW
Court St., Dallas

6:30 p.m. - Alcoholics
Anonymous Friday Night
Meeting, Salt Creek Baptist
Church, Dallas

6:30 p.m. - Acoustic Music
Jam, Guthrie Park, 4320
Kings Valley Highway S.

7:30 p.m. - Alcoholics
Anonymous Speaker Meeting,
Dallas Church, 450 SE
Washington St.

Saturday, Dec. 27

6 p.m. - Live Music: Rock
& Roll Cowboys, Elysium
Botanicals Wines and

Vineyard, 8175 Buena Vista
Road, Independence, $10
cover charge

7 p.m. - Alcoholics
Anonymous Saturday Night
Live, Faith Lutheran Church,
200 Monmouth-Independence
Highway, Monmouth

Sunday, Dec. 28

1 p.m. - Live Music: JT
Meier, Elysium Botanicals
Wines and Vineyard,
8175 Buena Vista Road,
Independence

4 p.m. - Live Music:
Leland Hallahan, Forest Pass
Brewing, 735 SW Maple St.,
Dallas

7 p.m. - Alcoholics
Anonymous Monmouth Big
Book Study, Faith Lutheran
Church, 200 Monmouth-
Independence Highway,
Monmouth

Monday, Dec. 29

7 a.m. - Alcoholics
Anonymous Serenity at
7, Life Center Foursquare
Church, 437 D St.,
Independence

8 a.m. - Yoga, Monmouth
Senior Community Center

9 a.m. - Stretch Exercise,
Monmouth Senior Community
Center

10 a.m. - Rotating
Pinochle/5-Crowns Game/

Cards/Table Games, Dallas
Area Senior Center

10 a.m. - Alzheimer’s
Support Group, Dallas Public
Library

10 a.m. - Stretch Exercise/
Hand & Foot/Cribbage/ASL
Class, Monmouth Senior
Community Center

11 a.m. - Lunch w/Meals
On Wheels, Monmouth Senior
Community Center

12 p.m. - Bridge, Dallas
Area Senior Center

12 p.m. - Movie Matinee:
“White Christmas”,
Monmouth Senior Community
Center

12 p.m. - Alcoholics
Anonymous Noon Step Study,
Grace Baptist Church, 1855 E
Ellendale Ave., Dallas

1 p.m. - Walking Group,
Dallas Area Senior Center

1 p.m. - Tai Chi with
Cheryl/Technology Help
with Ian, Monmouth Senior
Community Center

4 p.m. - Youth Coding
League, Independence Public
Library, 175 Monmouth St.

4 pm - Karaoke, Dallas
Area Senior Center

6:30 p.m. - New Horizons
Orchestra, Monmouth Senior
Community Center

Tuesday, Dec. 30
8 a.m. - Yoga, Monmouth
Senior Community Center

9 a.m. - Wii Bowling,
Monmouth Senior Community
Center

10 a.m. - Cards/Table
Games, Dallas Area Senior
Center

10:15 a.m. - Low Impact
Exercise, Dallas Area Senior
Center

10:30 a.m. - Children’s
Storytime, for ages 5 and
under, Dallas Public Library,
950 Main St.

10:30 a.m. - Circle of
Friends, Dallas Area Senior
Center

10:30 a.m. - Family
Storytime Reading Rainbow
Party, for ages 3-5,
Monmouth Public Library

11:10 a.m. - Low Impact
Exercise, Dallas Area Senior
Center

12 p.m. - Pinochle,
Monmouth Senior Community
Center

1 p.m. - Bunko, Dallas
Area Senior Center

2 p.m. - Free Movie:
“Freakier Friday,” Monmouth
Public Library, 168 Ecols
St. S.

5:30 p.m. - Alcoholics
Anonymous Tuesday Grace,
Grace Baptist Church, 1855 E
Ellendale Ave., Dallas

7:30 p.m. - Alcoholics
Anonymous Old Guthrie Park,
Guthrie Park Community

Center, 4320 Kings Valley
Highway, Dallas

Wednesday, Dec. 31

8 a.m. - Yoga, Monmouth
Senior Community Center

9 a.m. - Stretch Exercise,
Monmouth Senior Community
Center

10 a.m. - Stretch Exercise,
Monmouth Senior Community
Center

11 a.m. - Kid’s Noon Year’s
Eve Party, Dallas Public
Library, 950 Main St.

11 a.m. - Lunch w/Meals
on Wheels, Monmouth Senior
Community Center

11:45 a.m. - Better
Together, Monmouth Senior
Community Center

12 p.m. - Watch Repair &
Knife Sharpening, Monmouth
Senior Community Center

1 p.m. - Ten Minute
Writing, Monmouth Senior
Community Center

4 p.m - Connecting
Loose Threads for Charity,
Monmouth Senior Community
Center

8 p.m. - Back to the 80s
New Year’s Eve Party, Court
Street Pub & Grub, 186 SW
Court St, Dallas

Senior Center
hosts Christmas
Dinner for All
Returning again this year,

thanks to community vol-
unteers, there will be a free
Christmas Community Dinner
for All from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.
on Dec. 25 at the Monmouth
Senior Community Center.
There are many ways to
participate in this event; you
can volunteer or just enjoy a
meal with your community.
Everyone is welcome. For
more information, including
ways to volunteer, contact
Steve Miligan at (503)
629-1373.

Monmouth hosts leaf
pickup Dec. 26-28
The city of Monmouth’s
last leaf pickup event of
the year is Dec. 26-28. To

Start the new
year clog-freel!

15% OFF +10%

LeafFilter- et

Seniors + Military
includes 15% off i

participate, your leaf piles
must be placed on city streets.
Crews will come around the
following week to collect and
remove the piles.

Polk County

Democrats resume

meetings in January

A reminder from the Polk
County Democrats: In honor
of the winter holidays, there
will be no meetings during
December. Join them when
they return to our regular
meeting schedule by Zoom on
Jan. 8 and in-person for Talk
About it Tuesday on Jan. 20.

4-H hosts Arts &
Sciences Discovery
Day Jan. 10
Oregon 4-H Polk County
presents Arts & Sciences

Visit our

website,
www.polkio.com

Discovery Day from 9 a.m. -
1:30 p.m. Jan. 10 at the Polk
County Fairgrounds. Youth
can explore workshops in nee-
dle felting, LEGO builds, suc-
culent gardens, glassworking,
squishy circuits, foam sword
combat, soldering, crocheting,
painting ceramics, watercolor,
calligraphy, song-writing,

and more. Admission is $20
per participant and $10 for
enrolled Polk County 4-H
youth. To sign up, go to
https://bit.ly/3XMZhpq.

Monmouth Library
hosts free computer
class Jan. 13
Goodwill presents a free

computer class “Computer
Basics” from 1-2:30 p.m. at
the Monmouth Public Library
at 168 Ecols St. S. Learn
how to Log in, personalize

Community Briefs

computer settings, navigate
applications, and manage files
& folders. Includes hands-on
practice. Build a strong foun-
dation by learning the basics
of computer use.

Book club
meets Jan. 14

The Get Lit! Book Club
meets at 6 p.m. Jan. 14 at the
Monmouth Public Library,
168 Ecols St. S., to discuss
the book “The Invisible Life
of Addie Larue” by VE.
Schwab.

Dance studio hosts
All Ages Family
Dance Jan. 16
The Lora Michele Dance
Studio hosts an All Ages
Family Dance, with Music
by DJ Kdub, from 4-6 p.m.

Get a FREE full gutter inspection
and estimate: 1-855-536-8838
Promo: 285

itional 10% off for

Waranty detals,

for 1 year.

AZ ROC344027 AR 36920925, CA1035795, CT HICO671520, DC 420223000087, FL CBCOS6E78, ID RCE-S1604, A 127230, LA 559544, MD MHICIT1225,MA 213292, MI 262300331, 262300330,
262300329, 262300328, 262300318, 262300173, MN IRSTO524, MT 266192, NE 50145-24, NV 86390, 1) 13VHT3285000, N 408693, ND 47304, OR 218294, PA PAT79643. R GC-41354, TN 10981,
i i test of qutter quards in 2010 and

UT 10783658-5501, VT 1740000871, VA 2705169445, WA LEAFFLHT63PG, WV WN0S6912. *1
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Donate Your Car

Imagine the Difference You Can Make
Vehicle donations are fully tax-deductible
and the proceeds help provide services to

help the blind and visually impaired.
FREE TOWING & TAX DEDUCTIBLE

voucher

i Call 1-844-533-9173
s HerfremBinines (@ Hlcritage

When you donate your car, you’ll receive:
v a $200 restaurant

v a 2-night, 3-day hotel stay
at one of 50 locations

Jan. 16 at 939 S Main St., in
Dallas. Admission is $5 per
person or $25 for a family of
five or more. Kids ages two
and under, and support work-
ers, get in free. For tickets, go
to https:/bit.ly/48VZ1t1.

Dallas Event Center
hosts Big Band
Jazz Party Jan. 24
The Dallas Event Center

and Lora Michele Dance
Studio present a Big Band
Party with Big Band Jazz
Party, from 7-10 p.m. Jan. 24
at 939 Main St., Dallas. Enjoy
a fun evening of dancing, live
jazz music, delicious food,
and 1920s-inspired costumes.
To purchase tickets, go to
https://bit.ly/48wFfpb.

Pajama Party
Fundraiser
returns Jan. 24

Benedetto Vineyards, Sable
House and New Morning
Bakery Dallas host a Pajama
Party Fundraiser from
4-7 p.m. Jan. 24 at 14020
Orchard Knob Road, Dallas.
Grab your slippers and head
to Benedetto Vineyards in
support of this local, vital
resource for domestic and
sexual violence victims. Bring
donations of new pajamas and
personal hygiene items to be
entered into the raffle. Fun
games and activities await at
this Slumber Party-themed
event.

Your junk is someone’s

freasure....

Sell it in the
Classifieds....

Be prepared before the next power outage.

It’s not just

a generator.
It’s a power
move.

Receive a free 5-year warranty
with qualifying purchase*

- valued at $535.

Call 877-557-1912 to
schedule your free quote!

*Terms and Conditions apply.

GENERAC
e |
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PolkMarket

AND CLASSIFIEDS!

Every week you’ll find special values from Polk County Businesses. For more advertising values, local news, sports and
comment...Why not subscribe to The Polk County Itemizer-Observer?

Misc. Services

DIRECTV OVER
INTERNET Get your favorite
live TV, sports and local chan-
nels. 99% signal reliability!
CHOICE Package, $84.99/mo
for 12 months. HBO Max and
Premium Channels included
for 3 mos (w/CHOICE
Package or higher.) No annual
contract, no hidden fees!
Some restrictions apply. Call
IVS 1-855-602-2009.

DIVORCE $130. Complete
preparation. Includes children,
custody, support, property
and bills division. No court
appearances. Divorced in 1-5
weeks possible. 503-772-
5295. www.paralegalalterna-
tives.com legalalt@msn.com.

Misc. Services Cleaning Services

Get DISH Satellite TV +
Internet! Free Install, Free
HD-DVR Upgrade, 80,000
On-Demand Movies, Plus
Limited Time Up To $600
In Gift Cards. Call Today!
1-866-373-9175.

Jacuzzi Bath Remodel
can install a new, custom
bath or shower in as little as
one day. For a limited time,
waiving ALL installation
costs! Additional terms apply.
Subject to change and vary by
dealer. (Offer ends 9/30/25.)
Call 1-855-341-5268

Donate your car, truck,
boat, RV and more to sup-
port our veterans! Schedule
a FAST, FREE vehicle
pickup and receive a top tax
deduction! Call Veteran Car
Donations at 1-866-695-9265
today!

Get a break on your taxes!
Donate your car, truck, or
SUV to assist the blind and
visually impaired. Arrange a
swift, no-cost vehicle pickup
and secure a generous tax
credit for 2025. Call Heritage
for the Blind Today at 1-844-
533-9173 today!

No more cleaning out gut-
ters. Guaranteed! LeafFilter is
backed by a no-clog guarantee
and lifetime transferrable
warranty. Call today 1-855-
536-8838 to schedule a FREE
inspection and no obligation
estimate. Plus get 75% off
installation and a bonus $250
discount! Limited time only.
Restrictions apply, see rep-
resentative for warranty and
offer details.

Hello we are a locally fam-
ily owned and operated carpet
and Upholstery Cleaning.

We have been doing this for
35 years, we where in the
Washington county area and
now living in Yamhill county.
We would love to come and
clean your carpets and or
upholstery to help you be
ready for the upcoming hol-
idays. We will be offering a
holiday discount of 10% off
your cleaning bill. Give us a
call to schedule an appoint-
ment . All Pro Cleaning
503-970-7116

Announcements

Join a FREE after-school
program for kids ages 4-12
years old at Calvary Chapel
Church called Good News
Club. Club meets after
school every Tuesday from
3:30pm-5:00pm. Vist https:/
tinyurl.com/264mh682 to reg-
ister your child. Hope to see
you there!

Portable Oxygen
Concentrator May Be Covered
by Medicare! Reclaim inde-
pendence and mobility with
the compact design and
long-lasting battery of Inogen
One. Free information kit!
Call 855-839-0752.

Get Boost Infinite!
Unlimited Talk, Text and Data

$SPAYING TOP
DOLLARS$S$ for sports card
collections & Pokemon.
Premuim paid for vintage.
Corey 541-838-0364

Prepare for power outages
today with a Generac Home
Standby Generator. Act now
to receive a FREE 5-Year
warranty with qualifying pur-
chase. Call 1-877-557-1912
today to schedule a free quote.
It’s not just a generator. It’s a
power move.

Lencil

us in!

www.polkio.com
Jtemiser-Observer

REALTY \

THIS WEEK’S FEATURED HOMES

PRICE IMPROVED!! Take a look at th|s little piece
of Farad|se' 55.75 acres where you can escape

to the one room cabin at the top of the Bproperty|
Spacious one level 4bd/1bath home. Big kitchen,
formal dining room, vinyl windows, eIectnc furnace
and heat pump. $775,000.00 (#831620)

2022 Manufactured home in an all age park. Open
floor plan with big windows for natural light. The
kitchen has fantastic counter space and storage.
2bd/2 bath. Primary suite has a step in shower and
fantastic storage. Electric furnace and heat pump.
$195,000.00 (#833424)

ANOTHER FANTASTIC buy in Greenway
Mobile Park! This value added home can
sparkle once again with fresh interior paint and
floor covering. The classic floor plan offers

THIS CENTRALLY located parcel in thnvmg
Monmouth offers a variety of uses is available
for redevelopment. The CO zoning affords
the development of offices for businesses
providing personal and professional services.

generous sized rooms and functionality in this
$17000000 Cidapy N the design. - Dt qabath home. $55,000.00 #319751)

m We wish you and yours a

B[R Vvery Merry Christmas!

IRGEMINDLRCELO8
Proudly Serving Our Commaunity Since 197!

Timm Cable Tanna Cable Girod Franki Cable
Broker Broker Broker
503-551-5357 503-931-6800 503-569-9649

503-838-1912
1697 Monmouth St., Independence

Licensed Mobile Home Dealer
Member Willamette Valley Multiple Listing Service
* View our listings at www.ccablerealty.com ¢

Making your yard look
great is my goal

CHUCK'S - Chuck Slnsel
LAWN CARE (e Gperso
* Year Around * Bark Dusting
Maintenance * Weed Control
* One Time « Fertilizing Program
Clean Up .and more....

003-991-863/

chuckslawncare@myyahoo.com | http://chuckslawncareyolasite.com

% TR i 1 .

Residential to Horse properties
and all sizes in between?
@ | @ TABRedlEstate | WildHorseRealEstateOregon.com

Wild Horse

Real Estate

Tory Boline, Broker
Cell: 503.991.6783
4975 Enterprise Rd. | Dallas, Or

ToryBoline@gmail.com | ToryBoline.com

MARTIN CISNEROS CONSTRUCTION

POLE BUILDING & CONCRETE
Shops . Garages . Arenas . Hay Storage

Commercial . Agricultural . Residential

503-507-2410 or
503-375-9273

CCB# 135771 | Licensed, Bonded & Insured

CCB#250442

(503)420 9909

Window and Door Replacement

LOCAL

) (

BUSINESS

gt T

Dedicated to Shooters and their Guns

Certified Gunsmith
Federal Firearms Licensed

%\ GENERAL GUN REPAIR /™

903.623.5041
Mon-Fri : 9am-5pm By Appointment only

ESTABLISHED 2006
DALLAS, OREGON

2

Commercial
Industrial
Residential
New Buildings
Remodels

503 364.8207

LOCKE ENGINEERSz

CIVIL - STRUCTURAL - SU RVEYING

Additions
Private Development
Public Utilities

Partitions

Subdivisions

289 E. Ellendale Ave, Suite 703, Dallas, OR 97338
LockeEngineers.com | info@lockeengineers.com

Make your
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Boundary Surveys
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Property Lines/Corners
ALTA/NSPS Land Title
Surveys

Contact our Advertising Team
to find out how.

polkio.com |503.623.2373
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PUBLIC NOTICES

PCl025-1443 IN THE
CIRCUIT COURT OF
THE STATE OF OREGON
FOR THE COUNTY
OF POLK Probate
Department Case No:
25PB10556 NOTICE
TO INTERESTED
PERSONS In the
Matter of the Estate of
FRED ERNEST SELBY,
Deceased NOTICE
IS HEREBY GIVEN
that Charles “Chuck”
Bythal Finn has been
appointed Personal
Representative of the
above-named estate. All
persons having claims
against the estate are
required to present
them with vouchers
attached to the attorney
for the Personal
Representative at the
following address:
JBHW, ATTN: Andrew
Bridge, PO Box 5,
Dallas, Oregon 97338,
within four months
after the date of first
publication of this
notice, or the claims
may be barred. All
persons whose rights
may be affected by the
proceedings may obtain
additional information
from the records of
the Court, the Personal
Representative, or

the attorneys
for the Personal
Representative. Dated
and first published
on December 24,
2025. Attorney
for the Personal
Representative Andrew
Bridge, OSB No.

194937 Jarvis, Bridge,
Halttunen & Weyer, LLC
PO Box 5, Dallas, OR
97338 Telephone: (503)
623-6676 Fax: (503) 714-
8727 bridge@jbhwlaw.
com

PCl025-1442 IN THE
CIRCUIT COURT
OF THE STATE OF
OREGON FOR THE
COUNTY OF POLK No.
25PB10765 Probate
In the Matter of the
Kenneth N. Doughton
Revocable Living Trust
Agreement, Kenneth N.

Doughton, Deceased
NOTICE IS HEREBY
GIVEN that Pioneer
Trust Bank, N.A. is

serving as Trustee
of the Kenneth N.
Doughton Revocable
Living Trust, dated
October 11, 2011 (Trust),
and as Trustee has filed
a Petition to Determine
the Claims of Creditors
of the Trust and Trustor/
Settlor Kenneth N.
Doughton, who is now
deceased, in the Circuit
Court of Polk County,
State of Oregon, Circuit
Court No.25PB10765.
The Trustor/Settlor of
the Trust is Kenneth N.
Doughton. All claims
are required to be
presented to Pioneer
Trust Bank, N.A.,
Trustee, P.O. Box 2305,
Salem, Oregon 97308.
Claims against the Trust
estate may be barred
unless presented to the
Trustee at the address
herein specified within
four months from
the date of the first
publication of this
notice. AIll persons
whose rights may
be affected by these
proceedings may obtain

additional information
from the Trustee,
from the records of

the Court, or from
the attorney for the
trustee Dated and first
published December
24, 2025. Pioneer Trust
Bank, N.A., Trustee
Sarah K. Rinehart,
Attorney at Law OSB#
821142 117 Commercial
Street NE, Suite 300
Salem, Oregon 97301

PClO25-1441 CITY
OF DALLAS PUBLIC
HEARING NOTICE
Public hearings will
be held at 6:00 pm
Thursday, January
8, 2025, on the
following: Legislative
Amendment #25-05
(Continuance) Amend
Dallas Development
Code Article 2 (Land
Use Districts) to
create a new “Mixed-
Use” 2zoning district
classification. Approval
Criteria: DDC.4.7
Legislative Amendment
#25-06 Amend Dallas
Development Code
to define a new land
use classification for
“Indoor Recreation” and
specify allowed zones
for this use. Approval
Criteria: DDC.4.7
Conditional Use Permit
#25-09 Construct 48
apartments in two new
three-story multi-family
residential buildings
at Taxlots 7.5.29DD
#7301 & #7302 in the
General Commercial
(CG) zone. Approval
Criteria: DDC.4.4 This
meeting is being held at
Dallas City Hall, 187 SE
Court St. You may also
participate via phone
by dialing 1 253 215
8782 and entering code:
213 855 0622. The City
will consider testimony
which addresses the
applicable criteria.
Testimony may be
submitted orally at
the public hearing or

writing the Planning
Department, 187 SE
Court St, Dallas,

OR 97338. The staff
report, the submitted
application materials,
and the approval criteria
will be available online
at least seven days prior
to the hearing, at www.
dallasor.gov/meetings.
Copies will be provided
at reasonable cost on
request. Failure of an
issue to be raised in a
hearing, in person or
by letter, or failure to
provide statements or
evidence sufficient for
the decision maker to
respond to the issue
precludes appeal to
the Land Use Board of
Appeals. For further
information call Chase
Ballew, City Planner
(503) 831-3570

PCl025-1440 NOTICE
TO INTERESTED
PERSONS PROBATE
NO. 25PB10409 IN
THE CIRCUIT COURT
OF THE STATE OF
OREGON FOR THE
COUNTY OF POLK In
the Matter of the Estate
of Edward Earl Gray,
Deceased. NOTICE IS
HEREBY GIVEN that
JORDAN LEE GRAY
has been appointed
personal representative.
All persons having
claims against the
estate are required
to present them, with
vouchers attached,
to the Personal
Representative at 9250
SW Tigard St, Tigard,
OR 97223, within four
months after the date
of the first publication
of this notice or they
may be barred. All
persons whose rights
may be affected by the
proceedings may obtain
additional information
from the records of
the court, the personal
representative, or the
attorney for the personal

representative. DATED
and first published
December 24, 2025.

Zachary Austin Howe,
Attorney for Personal
Representative.

PCl025-1439 NOTICE
OF Public HearingS
Proposed Change to
Allow Barbed Wire
Fences for Government
Uses LA 2026-01 On
Monday, January
5, 2025 (7:00 pm),
the Independence
Planning Commission
will hold a public
hearing to consider
potential changes to
the fence standards
in the Independence
Development Code.
The standards would
allow fences that are
six feet tall with barbed
wire for governmental
uses. Details about the
changes are available at
www.ci.independence.
or.us/ongoing-
development-projects/

If the Planning
Commission votes to
recommend that the
City Council approve
of the document, the
Independence City
Council will consider
the proposal during
a public hearing on
January 13, 2025.
The Council hearing
will start shortly after
6:30 pm. Hearing
Locations: The public
hearings will occur at
the Independence Civic
Center at 555 S. Main
Street, Independence,
OR 97351. The meeting
location is accessible
to people with
disabilities. A request
for an interpreter for the
hearing impaired, or for
other accommodations,
should be made at
least 72 hours in
advance of the meeting
to Myra Russell, City
Recorder, 503-838-1212
/ TTY: 800-735-2900.
The City is an Equal
Opportunity Provider.
Information Available:
Information about the
proposed changes are
available online. Paper
copies of the materials
are available for
inspection at no cost
at the Independence
Civic Center. A staff
report for the proposal
will be available at
least seven days
prior to the hearings.
Physical copies of the
documents may be
obtained from the City
for a minimal cost.
Submittal of Testimony:
Anyone wishing
to present written
testimony may submit
the testimony up to and
at the public hearings.

Oral testimony may
be provided at the
hearings. Appeal
Process: Individuals
that would like to
reserve their right to
appeal the proposal

should comment or
submit a letter, along
with any concerns,
by the close of the
hearings. Failure to
raise an issue in person
or by letter, or failure
to provide sufficient
specificity to afford
the decision-maker the
opportunity to respond
to the issue, precludes
the ability to raise the
issue at a subsequent
time on appeal (before
the Independence City
Council or the Land Use
Board of Appeals). Staff

Contact: Individuals
with questions about
the changes should
contact Fred Evander,
Community Planner, at
the Independence Civic
Center, 555 S. Main
Street, Independence,
OR 97351, (503) 837-
1168, or fevander@
ci.independence.or.us.

PClO25-1438 IN THE
CIRCUIT COURT OF
THE STATE OF OREGON
FOR THE COUNTY
OF POLK PROBATE
DEPARTMENT In the
Matter of the Estate of:
ODDIE DAVID JEROME
JR, Deceased. Case
No.: 25PB10555 NOTICE
TO INTERESTED
PERSONS Notice: The
Circuit Court of the
State of Oregon, for
the County of Polk, has
appointed Twila Mae
Patrick as Personal
Representative of the
Estate of Oddie David
Jerome Jr., deceased.
All persons having
claims against said
estate are required
to present the same,
with proper vouchers
to the Personal
Representative, c/o
Stan Butterfield, P.C.,
Attorney at Law, 605
SW Church St., Dallas,
OR 97338, within four
months from the date
of the publication of
this notice as stated
below, or they may be
barred. AIll persons
whose rights may
be affected by this
proceeding may obtain
additional information
from the records of
the court, the Personal
Representative, or
the Attorney
for the Personal
Representative. Date
published December
24, 2025. Twila Mae
Patrick, Personal
Representative c/o
Stan Butterfield, P.C.
Attorney at Law 605 SW
Church St. Dallas, OR
97338 Telephone: (503)
623-2427 Email: stan@
stanbutterfield.com

PCl025-1444 NOTICE
TO INTERESTED
PERSONS Notice is
hereby given that the
undersigned has been
appointed Personal
Representative of the
ESTATE OF CLARA
BETH MAYS, deceased,
Polk County Court
Case No. 25PB10072.
All persons having
claims against said
estate are required
to present them, with
proper vouchers, within
four months after the
date of publication of
this notice, as stated
below, to the Personal
Representative at 1637
Colby Ct, Eugene,
Oregon 97401, or they
may be barred. All
persons whose rights
may be affected by
these proceedings
may obtain additional
information from
the records of the
court or the Personal
Representative.
DATED and published:
December 24, 2025.
Karen G. Mays-
Wolke Personal
Representative 1637
Colby Ct Eugene,
Oregon 97401

PCl1O25-1437
TRUSTEE’S NOTICE
OF SALE TS NO.:
25-72886 Reference
is made to that
certain Deed of Trust
(hereinafter referred as
the Trust Deed) made
by MICHAEL EVANS
AND JULIE EVANS,
HUSBAND AND WIFE
as Grantor to FIRST
AMERICAN FINANCIAL
CORPORATION, as
trustee, in favor of
Mortgage Electronic
Registration Systems,
Inc. (“MERS”), as
designated nominee
for LEADERONE
FINANTCIAL
CORPORATION,
beneficiary of the
security instrument,
its successors and
assigns, as Beneficiary,
dated 8/18/2023,
recorded 8/18/2023, as
Instrument No. 2023-
006270, re-recorded on
7/21/2025 as instrument
no. 2025-005463, re-
recorded again on
9/22/2025 as instrument
no. 2025-007247, in
mortgage records of
Polk County, Oregon
covering the following
described real property
situated in said County
and State, to-wit:
BEGINNING AT A POINT
31 FEET EAST AND
9 FEET SOUTH OF
THE NORTHWEST
CORNER OF LOT 1,
IN BLOCK 23 IN E.A.
THORP’'S TOWN OF
INDEPENDENCE, POLK
COUNTY, OREGON;
THENCE SOUTH 51.0
FEET IN A DIRECTION
PARALLEL TO THE
WESTERLY LINE OF
LOT 1; THENCE WEST
31.0 FEET ALONG
THE SOUTHERLY LINE
OF LOT 1 TO THE
SOUTHWEST CORNER
OF LOT 1; THENCE
NORTH ALONG THE
WESTERLY LINE OF
LOTS 1 AND 2 TO
THE NORTHWEST
CORNER OF LOT 2;

THENCE EAST 57.16
FEET ALONG THE
NORTHERLY LINE
OF LOT 2; THENCE
SOUTH 40.5 FEET IN
A LINE PARALLEL
TO THE WESTERLY
LINE OF LOT 2;
THENCE SOUTHWEST
APPROXIMATELY
38.50 FEET TO THE
POINT OF BEGINNING.
TOGETHER WITH
AN EASEMENT FOR
INGRESS AND EGRESS,
MORE PARTICULARLY
DESCRIBED AS
FOLLOWS: BEGINNING
AT A POINT WHICH
IS 57.16 FEET EAST
AND 40.5 FEET SOUTH
OF THE NORTHWEST
CORNER OF LOT
2, BLOCK 23, E.A.
THORP’S TOWN OF
INDEPENDENCE,
IN POLK COUNTY,
OREGON; THENCE
SOUTHWESTERLY
APPROXIMATELY
38.5 FEET TO A
POINT WHICH IS 31.0
FEET EAST AND 9.0
FEET SOUTH OF
THE NORTHWEST
CORNER OF THE LOT
1 IN SAID BLOCK 23;
THENCE SOUTH 51.0
FEET TO THE SOUTH
LINE OF SAID LOT 1;
THENCE EAST 10.0
FEET; THENCE NORTH
51.0 FEET; THENCE
NORTHEASTERLY TO A
POINT 10.0 FEET EAST
OF THE POINT OF
BEGINNING; THENCE
WEST 10.0 FEET. The
street address or other
common designation,
if any for the real
property described

above is purported
to be: 240 GRAND
ST INDEPENDENCE,

OREGON 97351 The Tax
Assessor’s Account ID
for the Real Property is
purported to be: 375843
/ 08421-CA-04901 Both
the beneficiary and
the trustee, ZBS Law,
LLP have elected to
foreclose the above
referenced Trust Deed
and sell the said real
property to satisfy the
obligations secured by
the Trust Deed and a
Notice of Default and
Election to Sell has
been recorded pursuant
to ORS 86.752(3). All
right, title, and interest
in the said described
property which the
grantors had, or had
power to convey, at the
time of execution of the
Trust Deed, together
with any interest
the grantors or their
successors in interest
acquired after execution
of the Trust Deed
shall be sold at public
auction to the highest
bidder for cash to
satisfy the obligations
secured by the Trust
Deed and the expenses
of sale, including the
compensation of the
trustee as provided
by law, and the
reasonable fees of
trustee’s attorneys. The
default for which the
foreclosure is made is:
The monthly installment
of principal and interest
which became due on
7/1/2024, late charges,
and all subsequent
monthly installments of
principal and interest.
You are responsible
to pay all payments
and charges due
under the terms and
conditions of the loan
documents which come
due subsequent to the
date of this notice,
including, but not
limited to, foreclosure
trustee fees and costs,
advances and late
charges. Furthermore,
as a condition to

bring your account
in good standing,
you must provide

the undersigned with
written proof that you
are not in default on any
senior encumbrance
and provide proof of
insurance. Nothing in
this notice should be
construed as a waiver
of any fees owing to
the beneficiary under
the deed of trust,
pursuant to the terms
and provisions of the
loan documents. The
amount required to cure
the default in payments
to date is calculated as
follows: From: 7/1/2024
Total of past due
payments: $37,820.50
Late Charges: $874.80
Additional charges
(Taxes, Insurance,
Corporate Advances,
Other Fees): $2,107.25
Suspense: ($862.85)
Trustee’s Fees and
Costs: $1,338.50 Total
necessary to cure:
$41,278.20 Please note
the amounts stated
herein are subject
to confirmation and
review and are likely to
change during the next
30 days. Please contact
the successor trustee
ZBS Law, LLP, to obtain
a “reinstatement’ and
or “payoff’ quote prior
to remitting funds. By
reason of said default
the beneficiary has
declared all sums
owing on the obligation
secured by the Trust
Deed due and payable.
The amount required
to discharge this lien
in its entirety to date
is: $342,464.58 Said

sale shall be held at
the hour of 9:00 AM on
3/24/2026 in accord with
the standard of time
established by ORS
187.110, and pursuant
to ORS 86.771(7) shall
occur at the following
designated place: At
the front entrance
of the Polk County
Courthouse, 850 Main
Street, Dallas, OR 97338
Other than as shown of
record, neither the said
beneficiary nor the said
trustee have any actual
notice of any person
having or claiming to
have any lien upon
or interest in the real
property hereinabove
described subsequent
to the interest of
the trustee in the
Trust Deed, or of any
successor(s) in interest
to the grantors or of
any lessee or other
person in possession
of or occupying the
property, except: NONE
Notice is further given
that any person named
in ORS 86.778 has the
right, at any time prior
to five days before the
date last set for sale,
to have this foreclosure
proceeding dismissed
and the Trust Deed
reinstated by payment
to the beneficiary of
the entire amount then
due (other than such
portion of the principal
as would not then be
due had no default
occurred) and by
curing any other default
complained of herein
that is capable of being
cured by tendering the
performance required
under the obligation(s)
of the Trust Deed, and in
addition to paying said
sums or tendering the
performance necessary
to cure the default,
by paying all costs
and expenses actually
incurred in enforcing
the obligation and Trust

Deed, together with the
trustee’s and attorney’s
fees not exceeding
the amounts provided
by ORS 86.778. The
mailing address of the
trustee is: ZBS Law,
LLP 5 Centerpointe Dr.,
Suite 400 Lake Oswego,
OR 97035 (503) 946-
6558 Without Ilimiting
the trustee’s disclaimer
of representations or
warranties, Oregon
law requires the
trustee to state in
this notice that some
residential property
sold at a trustee’s
sale may have been
used in manufacturing
methamphetamines, the
chemical components
of which are known to
be toxic. Prospective
purchasers of
residential property
should be aware of
this potential danger
before deciding to
place a bid for this
property at the trustee’s
sale. Dated: 11/4/2025,
ZBS Law, LLP, Amber
L. Labrecque, Esq.,
OSB#094593 ZBS Law,
LLP Authorized to sign
on behalf of the trustee
EPP 45763 Pub Dates
12/17, 12/24, 12/31,
01/07/2026

PCl1O025-1426 Notice
of Self Storage Sale
Please take notice
Grand Storage located
at 29005 Salmon River
Hwy Grand Ronde OR
97347 intends to hold a
sale to sell the property
stored at the Facility
by the below list of
Occupants whom are
in default at an Auction.
The sale will occur as
an online auction via
www.storagetreasures.
com on 01/02/2026 at
12:00PM. Wricky Sheker
Unit #23. This sale may
be withdrawn at any
time without notice.
Certain terms and
conditions apply.

Dol
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PUBLIC RECORD

Information for the report
comes from law enforcement
agencies. Not all calls for
service are included. The
status of arrests reported
may change after further
investigation. Individuals
arrested or suspected of
crimes are considered inno-
cent until proven guilty.

Independence
Police Department

Friday, Dec. 5

The Department of
Corrections issued a war-
rant for Samuel Myers to
serve additional time as a
clerical error revealed he’d
been released early. Myers
was taken back into custody
peacefully in the 200 block
of Gun Club Road.

Saturday, Dec. 6

Miguel Rodriguez Trujillo
was arrested and charged
with strangulation - felony,
assault 4 and coercion fol-
lowing a domestic distur-
bance that had occurred a
couple of hours earlier in
the 100 block of 6th street.
The victim reported that
they had been hanging out
and everything was amica-
ble until Rodriguez Trujillo,
after drinking alcohol and
smoking marijuana, his
mood changed. Rodriguez
Trujillo physically detained
the victim in his room
and restricted the victim’s
breathing by grabbing their
throat multiple times. He
was transported to the Polk
County Jail.

At 8:22 p.m., a missing
juvenile was found on
Monmouth Avenue. The
juvenile was referred to
juvenile detention for run-
away and curfew violations.

At 10:10 p.m., a report
of an audible alarm on
Monmouth Street. Officers
checked all the doors and
found them locked. They
didn’t see any signs of
intrusion.

At 10:28 p.m., an officer
investigated a report of a
barking dog on Williams
Street, but heard nothing
upon arrival.

Sunday, Dec. 7

After initiating a traffic
stop for speeding in the
900 block of Main St., the
officer noticed the driver’s
breath smelled of alcohol
and was slow to respond
to simple requests. Joseph
Perez failed a field sobri-
ety test and blew a .13%
BAC at the police sta-
tion. Perez was cited and
released for driving under
the influence of intoxicants
- misdemeanor

At 11:29 p.m., a report of
a German shepherd loose
in a mobile park on 17th
Street. Officers were unable
to locate the dog.

At 11:44 p.m., a report
of a motorist all over the
roadway on Deann Drive.
Officers arrived and found
the vehicle parked legally
outside the Riverplace
Apartments.

At 12:48 p.m., officers
received a report of an
emotionally distressed/
possibly intoxicated driver.
Neither the Monmouth nor
Independence Police were
able to locate the subject.

Monday, Dec. 8

Two subjects were steal-
ing packages off of porches
in the 800 block of Stinson
Street and surrounding
streets. Witnesses provided
good descriptions and a
license plate of the vehicle
the suspects used. The vehi-
cle was last observed travel-
ling southbound so Benton
County Sherift’s Office
was notified to be on the
lookout. Francisco Nieves
Martinez was contacted by
the BCSO and stolen prop-
erty was located. Nieves
Martinez was arrested and
charged with theft 3.

While assisting the
Monmouth Police
Department on a late bur-
glary follow-up in the
300 block of Whitesell
Street, they discovered that
Susanna Hills had a proba-
tion violation warrant. Hills
was arrested and transported
to Polk County Jail.

At 6:02 p.m., officers
covered Monmouth Police
on Whitsell Street and sub-
sequently arrested a female
subject and charged her
with parole violation. She
was trespassed from the
location.

Tuesday, Dec. 9

At 6:06 a.m., a report of
a vehicle stolen on Main
Street.

Upon responding to a
physical disturbance in
the 700 block of Morning
Glory Drive, Marc Miller
was taken into custody for
causing multiple injuries to
his spouse and forcing the
victim from leaving their
house. Miller was charged
with assault 4 - felony and
coercion, and was lodged at
the Polk County Jail.

At 5:57 p.m., a resident
on Gun Club Road reported
their son was out of control.
The subject was referred
to juvenile detention for
harassment.

Wednesday, Dec. 10

While on an unrelated
call for service, Randi
Tahnezani was contacted
in the 200 block of Osprey
Lane and found to have
multiple outstanding fail-
ure to appear warrants and
was arrested. Tahnezani
was transported to the Polk
County Jail. As per depart-
ment policy, Tehnezani’s
personal belongings were
searched and inventoried
before being stored for safe-
keeping. Drugs and para-
phernalia were located. One
of the baggies tested posi-
tive for suspected fentanyl
so a drug charge was added.
Tahnezani was charged
with unlawful possession of
methamphetamines.

Thursday, Dec. 11

A sergeant noticed a truck
driving east on Monmouth
Street with improperly
functioning taillights. Upon
being pulled over on Main
Street near Atwater Street
in Monmouth, driver Gavin
Luehring was criminally
cited for driving while sus-
pended - misdemeanor.

Friday, Dec. 12

On Dec. 1, Jonathan
Debnam shoplifted a
Milwaukie grinder from
a local business. Officers
recognized Debnam and
his vehicle from the store’s
video footage. Upon con-
tacting Debnam in the 1300
block of Monmouth Street,
he stated that was frustrated
with himself for having
shoplifted. He was arrested,
charged with theft 2 and
transported to the Polk
County Jail.

Saturday, Dec. 13

At 8:16 p.m., a resident
on Gun Club Road reported
her grandson ran away. The
subject was located and
referred to juvenile deten-
tion for runaway and theft
3.

Sunday, Dec. 14

At 4:19 a.m., officers
investigated a late report of
sex abuse on Main Street.

Monday, Dec. 15

At 12:20 a.m., a motorist
on 16th Street was stopped
for traffic violations. The
driver was cited for driving
while suspended and for no
insurance. The vehicle was
towed as a hazard.

At 8:41 a.m., a motorist
on Monmouth Street was
cited for speeding 15 mph
over the speed limit in a
school zone.

At 3:44 p.m., a motorist
reported that another motor-
ist on Main Street tried
to hit his vehicle with his
hands.

Monmouth Police
Department

Thursday, Dec. 11

Noise Complaint: Officers
responded to a loud car
alarm. The vehicle owner
was contacted and came out
to disconnect the battery.

Arrest/Theft: A person
reported their phone and
wallet stolen by a visitor.
The subject was arrested
for an outstanding warrant
out of another county. Later
investigation and contact
with a citizen revealed the
items were accidentally left
behind at a store, not stolen.

Attempt to Locate:
Officers searched a park for
the individual who found
the reported “stolen” phone
and wallet. An individual
was uncooperative, and a
parent arrived to collect
the items. Store staff con-
firmed the property was left
behind.

Suspicious Person:
Officers investigated a
report of a male acting sus-
piciously in a park under a
blanket. Contact revealed
the male was fully clothed
and bouncing his leg to help
himself stay warm.

Emotionally Disturbed
Person: Staff reported a
person attempting self-harm
with a cord and multi-tool.
The cord was removed, the
person was unresponsive
and required a sternum rub,
and was later taken to a
medical facility on a protec-
tive hold after admitting to
the attempt.

Driving Complaint:
Followed up on a report of
a vehicle driving erratically
and unable to maintain
its lane. The person who
reported the driving was
advised to stop following,
and a search of the area
by external agencies was
unsuccessful.

Attempt to Locate:
Located a vehicle involved
in a reported domestic argu-
ment. The driver admitted
to the argument, and another
police agency took over
to determine no crime had
occurred.

Suspicious Person:
Located a male on a bicycle
reported as suspicious for
knocking on a caller’s door.
The male refused to identify
himself.

Friday, Dec. 12

Assist Other Agency:
Assisted another police
agency with a verbal
domestic incident caused
by a young child yelling
because they did not want
to go to bed.

Assist Other Agency:
Arrived at the scene of a
vehicle crash where a driver
had fallen asleep and driven
into a ditch. The driver was
helped out, and a county
police agency took over; no
signs of intoxication were
present.

Found Property: A scooter
was found near a bus stop.
After checking the serial
number and police data-
bases, it was not entered as
stolen.

Runaway: A parent
reported their 12-year-old
child as a runaway. The
child was later located,
referred for the runaway
status, and returned to the
parent.

Ordinance Violation/
Information: Information
was received about a pos-
sible ongoing ordinance
violation regarding a home-
based business operating
at after-hours, and officers
were asked to observe when
in the area.

Assist Other Agency:
Assisted another police
agency in taking a person
into custody for a property
crime.

Suspicious Activity: A
counselor reported a highly
suspicious inquiry for a
large-group session with an
offer of a large payment,
including a request for the
counselor to pay a private
driver for an amount that
suggested a potential money
laundering scheme. The
counselor was advised to
report the activity to the
FBI.

Information: Notification
was received that a large
truck would be parking
overnight in a public lot for
a toy-loading event the fol-
lowing morning.

Follow-up Investigation:
A person was cited and
released for making a false
statement related to a fire-
arm denial from an earlier
date.

Animal Complaint: A
lost dog was found, and the
owner was located using an
embedded chip. The owner
and finder were put in touch
to reunite the dog.

Harassment: A person
called to report telephonic
harassment by an individual
living in a different city and
state and was advised to
contact the police depart-
ment in that location.

Assist Other Agency:
Assisted another police
agency and child protective
services with the court-or-
dered removal of a juvenile
from a home, which was
accomplished peacefully
despite some obstruction
concerns from older family
members.

Theft: A person reported
their wallet was stolen from
their backpack at work.
Video footage confirmed
another employee took
the wallet. The juvenile
employee admitted to the
act and was referred for the
property crime.

Attempt to Locate:
Another city reported a
driving complaint for a
vehicle registered in this
city. A search of the regis-
tered owner’s address was
unsuccessful.

Noise Complaint: Spoke
with a resident about a
noise complaint for a birth-
day party. The resident
was asked to turn down
the music and denied the
presence of an individual on
probation with a no-contact
order.

Domestic Disturbance:
Responded to a non-physi-
cal domestic argument at a
public establishment. The
male left the scene after
being escorted out for yell-
ing. Staff did not wish to
pursue trespassing for either
person.

Prowler: Responded to a
report of a prowler. Video
was obscured, and a search
of the area, including a
resident’s backyard, was
unsuccessful. The caller
did not wish to pursue the
complaint.

Saturday, Dec. 13

Cardiopulmonary
Resuscitation: Responded
to a person found in their
apartment who was deter-
mined to have passed away
due to natural causes and
had a Do Not Resuscitate
order. No life-saving mea-
sures were initiated. Staff
were instructed to contact a
funeral home.

Assist Other Agency:
Assisted with a Child
Protective Services call
for a 24-hour response
regarding physical abuse.
The reported address was
incorrect, but a family
member happened to be
present while dropping off
their child and was able to
speak with Child Protective
Services.

Animal Complaint: A
person called to report a
barking dog in a neighbor’s
apartment unit, a recurring
issue. An officer stood by
and briefly heard a dog bark
near a window. A different

neighbor was contacted and
reported no issues with the
dog. An attempt to call the
reporting party back was
unsuccessful as the voice-
mail was full.

Disturbance: A delivery
driver reported hearing yell-
ing and dogs barking from a
residence. An officer arrived
and spoke with the two
people inside, who reported
a verbal argument related
to stress and one person
not wanting to go to the
hospital. Both individuals
appeared cooperative and
denied anything physical.

A young child was present,
reported to be happy and
healthy. Resources were
offered.

Emotionally Disturbed
Person: A person called
with concerning information
about a subject who had
knocked on the caller’s sib-
ling’s door. The subject sent
texts suggesting they felt
like a dead person and was
going to a church facility to
“find a dead body.” An offi-
cer spoke with the subject,
who sounded emotionally
distressed but denied sui-
cidal intent, stating they
felt dead but were going to
church to feel like a new
person and were working
on their mental health. The
incident was documented in
case behavior escalates.

Missing Person: A per-
son from a group home,
reported to have the mental
capacity of a 14-year-old
and a history of running
away, was reported as hav-
ing run away after their
partner was made to go
home. While staff were
speaking with an officer, the
person returned to the group
home.

Assist Other Agency:
Assisted another police
department with locating a
runaway juvenile, who was
found staying with another
individual.

Suspicious Person: Report
of an unknown adult male
knocking on a caller’s door
twice late at night. The
description was similar to a
previous, similar call. The
subject was unable to be
located.

Sunday, Dec. 14

Noise Complaint: A res-
ident of an apartment con-
nected to a neighborhood
store complained that the
music was too loud. The
officer spoke with a store
employee who said the res-
ident had already talked to
them. The employee turned
the music down before the
officer arrived.

Citizen Contact: A person
called regarding Christmas
tree lights along the road,
one of which had fallen.

A voicemail was left for
public works to address the
fallen light.

Harassment: A person
called regarding custody
issues with their former
partner over their children.
The former partner was sup-
posed to drop the children
off at a mutual location but
threatened to come to the
new residence if the person
was not there earlier than
agreed. The children were
dropped off nearby. The
former partner was tres-
passed from the new resi-
dence telephonically, and
the person planned to look
into a restraining order. The
former partner was expected
to call the County Sheriff’s
Office to have the person
trespassed from their old
residence.

Found Property: A person
walking near a store found
a debit card belonging to
another person. The card
was returned to the owner
after they correctly identi-
fied it.

Emotionally Disturbed
Person: A person came to
the police department to
report possibly being fol-
lowed by two vehicles. The

subject, while preaching
several nights prior at a
store, there were similarly
described vehicles present.
The people associated with
the vehicles were reportedly
angry about the preaching.
The person claimed to be
followed from a pizza store
until turning into the police
department parking lot.
The officer advised that

no crime had occurred and
noted the person’s uncer-
tainty about the vehicles
being the same. The person
was understanding and left.

Suspicious Activity: A
resident and roommate left
their apartment, ensuring
the front door and rear slid-
ing door were locked. When
the resident returned later,
the front door was open and
the screen to the rear slider
was open, though no signs
of forced entry were pres-
ent and nothing was stolen.
Doors to rooms and shower
curtains were noted to be
open. The incident was
documented as suspicious
activity.

Crime: A resident
reported multiple events
over the past two weeks,
including a prior civil dis-
pute. The resident reported
that a person and another
individual came to their new
residence and dropped off
garbage out front, claiming
it was the resident’s belong-
ings. The resident wanted
them charged with offensive
littering and for both people
to be trespassed from the
apartment unit. The two
individuals were trespassed,
and the offensive littering
case was closed due to a
lack of probable cause.

Assist Other Agency: An
individual was taken into
custody on three outstand-
ing county warrants.

Emotionally Disturbed
Person: Friends reported a
person had harmed them-
selves, had blood on their
face, and was running
around the house scream-
ing. An officer arrived
and found the person in
their room, appearing very
altered. Emergency med-
ical personnel, who had
responded earlier for a
seizure, transported the indi-
vidual to a medical facility
for what was suspected to
be another seizure. The case
worker’s information was
documented.

Assist Other Agency:
Assisted another police
department with checking a
residence for an adult who
has a no-contact release
agreement with a juvenile.
The juvenile’s mother was
staying with the adult.
Contact was made, and the
adults stated the juvenile
was with their biological
father in a different city.
The no-contact release
agreement was placed on
the briefing table for future
reference.

Monday, Dec. 15

Harassment: A person
reported being pushed
twice by another person
in an apartment stairwell.
The incident began over a
conversation about the sec-
ond person’s partner telling
the first person’s child to
shut the door and calling
the child a snitch while
arguing with the second
person in front of two chil-
dren. Probable Cause was
established for harassment.
Child Protective Services
was notified and closed the
report at screening. The
second person was later
located, cited and released
for harassment.

Theft: Two residents’
vehicles were unlawfully
entered overnight. Both
were left unlocked. The
only items reported missing
were a crossbow and two
small air guns from one of
the vehicles. There was no

See BLOTTER PAGE B7
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video footage or suspect
information available.
Arrest: An individual was
cited and released at the
police department lobby on
an outstanding municipal
warrant. Another person
with the same last name had
a warrant that was not ser-
viceable. The family’s new
residence was documented.
Harassment: A person
called to report that some-
one came into their place
of employment and showed
them a social media post
from a neighbor saying that
the person worked there.
Comments on the post sug-
gested ways to provoke the
person into a fight to get
them arrested. The person
was concerned about being
hurt at work. They were
waiting on screenshots, and
the officer advised the inci-
dent would be documented.
Assist Other Agency: An
officer with another city’s
police department requested
contact information for
a potential witness who
had an address in this city.
The phone number was
provided.
Theft: A person reported
setting their phone down
at a store and leaving, and
when they returned, the
phone was gone. Staff men-
tioned a male picked up a
phone after the person left.
The person was tracking the
phone, which pinged out in
the county. The officer was
to follow up with the man-
ager for camera footage.
Theft: The person who
reported the theft of the
phone called with an
update. The owner tracked
the phone to a gravel road/
house location in the county
but couldn’t find it there. It
had pinged a few times in
the area, with an initial ping
near an intersection in a
creek. The owner attempted
to freeze the phone via car-
rier service and requested
an update on the camera
footage. Update: An officer
went out and found the
phone at its pinged location
and was able to return the
phone to the person.

Tuesday, Dec. 16

Assist Other Agency:
The Independence Police
Department had a domestic
call that was reported to
include a threat of a stab-
bing. A responding officer
was close by. The threat
was determined to be a
male suggesting he wanted
to stab himself, and the inci-
dent was not criminal.

Alarm: An alarm activa-
tion occurred at a business.
Front desk staff indicated
they thought they had shut
the alarm off but might
have hit the wrong button.
Everything was fine and
there were multiple people
inside the business.

Citizen Contact: A
female came to the police
department to advise she
believed she was being
followed by a male she had
encountered a few weeks
prior. In the previous call,
the male had followed her
to the police department,
stating he knew her from
when she bartended at a
local establishment a few
years ago. She confirmed
he was a regular but noted
she had not seen him since.
The male claimed he was
just trying to say hello.
Today, she reported he has
been by her house several
times since, including that
morning. She was directed
to the Independence Police
Department for a potential
stalking complaint.

Missing Person: A male
called to report a female as
missing, stating she had not
been back to the location
since Friday. He called back
in a short time to report he
had been in touch with her
and she was no longer miss-
ing. He expressed concern

she may be experiencing
some onset of dementia
based on strange comments
and actions, but she was
scheduled for a meeting that
day and they plan to look
into getting her in touch
with Northwest Senior and
Disability Services. No
Further Action.

Shots Fired: A single
report of 7-8 rapid fire shots
somewhere west of a loca-
tion. The area was checked,
but officers were unable to
locate anything suspicious.

Missing Person: A cou-
ple callers reported that
two juveniles were looking
for their younger sibling,

a 7-year-old. As officers
began to get further infor-
mation, the siblings reported
he was home. The child’s
father was spoken with,
who said the child had gone
down the street with his
other brother, and he and
the other siblings did not
know he had left. The child
came home after 15 min-
utes and was never actually
missing.

Wednesday, Dec. 17

Assist Other Agency:

A power line was pulled
down by a falling branch
on a highway. The road was
closed until the fire depart-
ment was on scene and

the city Power and Light
responded.

Missing Person: A male
was reported missing by
his staff member. He went
out of the residence at mid-
night to smoke a cigarette
and left without notifying
any staff. He suffers from
a mental health condition
and developmental disorder.
He has a substance abuse
problem and frequents
homeless groups for drugs
and sexual activities. He
was entered into the Law
Enforcement Data System.
He later returned home and
was removed from the Law
Enforcement Data System.

Assist Other Agency:
Report of banging on a
front door. Responded to
cover another unit. Officers
were unable to locate any-
one in the area.

Citizen Contact: A female
locked herself out of her
vehicle while picking up her
children. She was assisted
with the lockout to regain
access to the vehicle.

Suspicious Activity: A
report was received about
children fighting each other
on a third-floor landing
while their parent was
briefly gone. A video of the
incident was sent in and
reviewed, showing two of
the children play fighting
with each other for about
6-7 minutes before their
parent returned. It was
determined to be nothing
criminal or suspicious,
and there was no need to
Cross-report.

Burglary: A male reported
someone had broken into
his apartment complex unit
and attempted to break
into an adjacent unit. He
reported several batteries
and an air compressor were
taken from his unit (over
$500 worth), and several
tools were stashed by the
door. The back window was
cracked and the locking
mechanism moved, sug-
gesting someone planned to
come back for more items.

Driving Complaint: While
an officer was on a traffic
stop, a female reported a
silver vehicle had been fol-
lowing her closely and pass-
ing in the center lane over
a double-yellow line. The
officer was unable to locate
the vehicle due to the delay
but sent the information to
the Oregon State Police as
the driver was out of a dif-
ferent city

Polk County
Sheriff's Office

Wednesday, Dec. 10
At 2 am., a deputy
responded to a report
of a vehicle on Maple
Grove Road that damaged

its undercarriage while
attempting to drive through
a flooded section of 6-8
inches of water. The driver
had a family member come
assist and both vehicles left.
The deputy placed signs on
either side of the water haz-
ard to warn drivers.

At 7:10 a.m., a deputy
provided traffic control
on Brown Road while a
students were transferred
from a Perrydale School
District bus with a flat tire
to another working bus.

At 9:45 a.m., a male sub-
ject came into the PCSO
lobby to report about eight
weeks ago his son witnessed
a vehicle past the bridge
on Gooseneck Road and
fired off a couple rounds.
The male subject recov-
ered a spent 9mm cartridge
and a damaged .223 round
and turned them over to a
deputy.

At 10:50 a.m., a resident
on Oak Grove reported that
someone broke into one
of the double wides on his
property and stole one of his
wood splitters, welders, and
misc tools while breaking
several other windows. The
resident estimated that more
than $1,000 in damages and
over $1,000 in stolen tools/
equipment.

At 1:51 p.m., a dep-
uty was contacted while
at the fairgrounds by a
male reporting that two
small safes were in the
ditch near the intersection
of Smithfield Road and
Highway 99. The deputy
found the two small safes,
both appeared to have been
broken into and been there
several weeks / months due
to placement of them and
rusting. They were taken as
found property.

At 11:45 a.m., a resident
on Mistletoe Road reported
a family member guessed
their security code, got into
the house and stole a chain
saw.

At 2:49 p.m., a busi-

ness owner on Pioneer
Road reported suspecting
an employee stole a .300
black out AR-Rifle and a 30
magazines (full) and a box
of ammunition, two snap-on
impact drills and a black
digital Matco vehicle sys-
tem diagnostic tool valued
at $2,000.

At 10:22 p.m., a dep-
uty contacted two people
dumpster diving inside an
enclosure on Taybin Road
that was clearly marked “no
trespassing.” Amber Curtis
was arrested on an outstand-
ing failure to appear warrant
out of Linn County.

Thursday, Dec. 11

At 12:56 a.m., a motorist
was stopped for speeding.
The driver was cited for no
insurance and warned for
the speeding.

At 3:44 am., a deputy
came upon a vehicle occu-
pied by two on Highway 22.
The man in the driver’s seat
was driving while suspended
- violation and the female in
the passenger seat was also
driving while suspended.
The deputy advised them
to be picked up by a valid
driver.

At 4:42 a.m., deputies
responded to a report of
an alarm going off on
Belvedere Street. They
drove through the area but
did not hear an alarm going
off.

At 7:59 a.m., residents
on Finn Road reported her
neighbor’s horses were out
in her field for the third
time this week. The owner
was not home, but answered
a call by a deputy, who
explained that if she didn’t
come get her citation, she
would be arrested for live-
stock at large (criminal).
The owner hung up on the
deputy, who developed a
probable cause statement.

At 9:58 a.m., a resident
on Strong Road reported
her neighbor’s dogs got
out again and charged her
husband. A deputy gave the
owner info on better fencing

for his dogs and educated
him on the statute, dog as a
public nuisance.

At 4:58 p.m., a report of
a single vehicle crash into a
ditch on Clow Corner Road.
A motorist was traveling
eastbound when she drifted
off the road, hit the ditch
and collided into a mail box.

At 4:56 p.m., an Amazon
delivery driver in an
unmarked vehicle reported
hearing about eight gunshots
while driving down a long
driveway off Pioneer Road.
Realizing there were several
residences along the route
and no further information
to indicate it was an unsafe
situation, there was no
response.

At 7:50 p.m., a deputy
contacted a female subject
smoking marijuana in her
vehicle in a park off Wallace
Road. The deputy advised
her she cannot live in the
park. She was somewhat
uncooperative but told the
deputy she would find a
different place to park in the
future.

At 11:16 p.m., a deputy
stopped a male subject and
warned him for trespassing
in the park off Glen Creek
Road after hours.

At 11:47 p.m., a deputy
came upon an abandoned
vehicle, nose down in the
ditch off Corvallis Road
with the rear end still in the
traffic lane. Towing removed
the vehicle as a hazard.

Friday, Dec. 12

At 9:56 a.m., a resident
on Harmony Road reported
12 loose German shepards.
A deputy called the com-
plainant who advised dogs
had already returned to their
property.

At 10:05 a.m., a motor-
ist on Wallace Road was
stopped for expired tags.
The driver was cited for fail-
ure to register a vehicle and
for driving while suspended
- violation. Her license was
seized and returned to the
DMV.

At 11 a.m., a motorist on
Wallace Road with expired
plates was stopped. The
driver was cited for driving
while suspended - violation
and for driving uninsured.

At 11:25 a.m., a motorist
with expired insurance was
stopped on 7th Street for
improperly making turning
signals. The driver was cited
for driving uninsured.

At 1:08 p.m., a deputy
investigated a report of a
theft at a storage facility
on Salmon River Highway.
Many RV batteries were
stolen, plus there was lots of
property damaged/tampered
with.

At 6:35 p.m., a deputy
investigated a report of a
single vehicle crash that was
non-blocking with airbags
deployed on Bethel Road.
The driver was cited for no
valid operator’s license and
was issued a crash report.
The owners of the vehicle
will work on getting the
vehicle towed.

At 9:05 p.m., while
patrolling Wallace Park,

a deputy located a male
parked in his vehicle in the
back parking lot. The male,
Mario Ortiz, was cited and
released on an outstanding
warrant from Clackamas
County.

Saturday, Dec. 13

At 1:03 a.m., a motor-
ist pulled into the on Salt
Creek Road told a deputy
one of his tires is flat and
has no tools, adding he had
no money, family or friends
that could help. The deputy
told him it was OK for him
to stay at the fire station if
he had to until morning.

At 8:06 a.m., a resident
on Finn Road reported her
neighbor’s horses were loose
again. A deputy found the
owner at the gate and cited
her for livestock at large.

At 11:29 a.m., a resident’s
dogs on Strong Road got out
again and were trespassing
on a neighbor’s property.
The owner had already been

warned for having dogs as a
public nuisance, so received
a citation this time.

At 1:52 p.m., a deputy
witnessed a motorist pass
several cars in front of him
in a no-passing lane, and
forced other motorists to
brake hard when he swerved
back into the lane. The
deputy stopped the motorist
and cited him for careless
driving.

At 7:29 p.m., a female
subject on Kenard Street
was arrested on an outstand-
ing warrant out of Marion
County. She was transported
and lodged at Marion
County Jail.

Sunday, Dec. 14

At 12:03 a.m., a deputy
witnessed two speeding
vehicles on Independence
Highway. The deputy turned
around and stopped one
of the vehicles, citing the
driver for speeding 107 mph
in a 55-mph zone. The dep-
uty was unable to stop the
second vehicle.

At 12:30 a.m., a motorist
on Highway 22 was cited
for speeding 82 mph in a
55-mph zone.

At 5:15 a.m., a motorist
on Highway 22 was stopped
for speeding. The driver
was cited for no opera-
tor’s license and driving
uninsured.

At 7:49 a.m., several
reports that horses were
loose again on Finn Road.
However, this time, the
owner, Summer Kindred, in
a separate incident, was in
jail after being arrested for
felony elude and resisting
arrest. A deputy called her
father and tasked him with
rounding up the horses.

At 10:04 a.m., a report of
a loose horse on Oakdale
Road. Apparently the horse
got loose sometime over-
night due to power outage
knocking out electric fence
power. A deputy called the
house sitter and she advised
they found the horse and
were retrieving it.

At 10:24 a.m., a resident
on Best Road reported he
made a post on his insta-
gram about his new job at
Turning Point USA and
someone commented saying
“someone’s going to end
up like Charlie Kirk soon.”
The account that made the
comment is private with no
identifying information. The
deputy told the complainant
he’d document this but that
the comment did not consti-
tute a crime.

At 11:12 a.m., a motorist
on Highway 22 was cited
for speeding 78 mph in a
55-mph zone.

At 11:23 am., a deputy
was hanging out on Finn
Road waiting for other dep-
uties to arrive to plan how
to go about taking Summer
Kindred into custody for
criminal livestock at large
after continually being
warned for her horses get-
ting loose. Kindred drove
by then attempted to elude
the deputy. She stopped
and ran down a driveway
then jumped back into
the driver’s seat. Deputies
had to fight her out of the
car and onto the ground.
Kindred was transported
to West Valley Hospital
due to a complaint of pain.
While there, she threw
and hit a deputy with a
tissue box. Once cleared,
she was lodged at Polk
County Jail and charged
with felony elude, resisting
arrest, harassment, and from
another case, trespass and
criminal mischief.

At 11:58 am., a deputy
spoke with many victims on
Willow Springs Drive who
all reported that their cars
had been rummaged through
but nothing stolen. The dep-
uty found that no cars were
broken into - all were left
unlocked.

At 8:42 p.m., a motorist
on Pacific Highway failed to
stop at the stop sign on Clay
Street and turned straight
into the oncoming path of
a deputy. The deputy had

to swerve out of the way
and brake hard to avoid an
accident with this vehicle.
The driver said he did not
see the deputy. He was cited
for careless driving and was
also cited and released on an
outstanding failure to appear
warrant out of Dallas.

At 10:30 p.m., a motorist
on Ellendale Avenue was
stopped for speeding. The
driver was cited for no
operator’s license and was
warned for speeding.

At 11:27 p.m., Ila Nielsen
was arrested in Falls City
for assaulting her mother
and was transported to Polk
County Jail.

Monday, Dec. 15

At 2:44 a.m., a motorist
on Taggart Road was cited
for driving while suspended
- violation and driving
uninsured.

At 10:18 a.m., a report of
dumping of trash, located
near Fishback Road and
Highway 194. The trash was
old food and a small table. A
deputy advised Polk County
Public Works who was
going to take care of it.

At 1:40 p.m., a deputy
responded to a report of a
house fire on Oak Grove
Road. The caller stated no
one was inside. The dep-
uty didn’t think anything
was criminal in nature
and fire was still on scene
investigating.

At 2:02 p.m., a report of
graffiti on a concrete struc-
ture on 4-H Road. A spray
paint can was found and
with dried finger prints. A
capped wine carton was also
found in the structure.

At 3:55 p.m., a deputy
responded to a report of
a crash on Airlie Road.

The deputy helped get all
involved occupants out of
their vehicles. OSP arrived
and took over the scene.

At 7:36 p.m., a report of a
tree blocking traffic on Falls
City Road. Deputies arrived
and saw multiple civilians
with chainsaws and leaf-
blowers removing the tree
and debris from the road.

At 7:52 p.m., Yamhill
County Sheriff’s Office was
out with an elderly female
that had gotten her car stuck
in a ditch on Main Street
and was unable to get home
to Falls City. A PCSO dep-
uty gave her a ride home.

At 9:35 p.m., a report of
an explosion that was heard
on Pioneer Road. A deputy
drove through the area and
did not see or hear anything.

At 10:06 p.m., while
parked at the Falls City fire
station, a deputy was con-
tacted by a couple whose
7-year-old foster son had
a seizure and was mostly
unresponsive. Falls City Fire
and medic responded and
transported him to Salem
Hospital.

Tuesday, Dec. 16

At 11:52 am., a camper
trailer was towed from Mill
Creek Road by TRS towing.

At 12:27 p.m., a resident
on Salem Dallas Highway
reported his pump box,
about five feet from the
roadway, was being tam-
pered with. The insulation
was removed and the top
was off. Nothing looked to
be taken.

At 4:46 p.m., an Oregon
I.D card left up at the
District Attorney’s Office
was turned in. A deputy
attempted to contact the
owner by phone, but was
unsuccessful. The owner is
listed as transient. The 1.D
taken as safekeeping.

At 6:50 p.m., on Perrydale
Road, a deputy came upon a
motorist having issues with
the hood of his vehicle not
staying down.

At 9:34 p.m., a subject
on Jefferson Street was
cited and released on an
outstanding failure to appear
warrant.
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Northwest just finished warmest fall on record, scientists report

ALEX BAUMHARDT
Oregon Capital Chronicle

recently, and earlier this
year in central and southern
Oregon, the showers are
filling up already overdrawn
reservoirs in many areas,
scientists said on Monday
at an online drought and
climate outlook meeting
hosted by the National
Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration.

Snowpack in the region
and in the Cascade Range,
acting as a reservoir of its
own for summer months
when there’s little rain and
many communities rely on
snowmelt, is simply not
piling up.

Snowpack in the
Northwest is sitting at the
lowest level for the region

Across the Northwest, a
record warm fall and lack
of snowpack going into
the winter is putting more
drought pressure on Oregon,
Idaho, Washington and
western Montana.

Despite record rain
in western Washington
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as a whole at this point

in the winter since record
keeping began in 2001,
according to Jacob Genuise,
a climatologist at the
Washington State Climate
Office.

“We’re seeing just really
warm storms with a lot of
rain and not a lot of snow,”
Genuise said. “Given all this
warm rain, it actually melted
some of our snowpack, and
we saw a decline.”

The Northwest just expe-
rienced its sixth warmest
August on record, the warm-
est September on record —
about 6 degrees Fahrenheit
above normal on average
— and the second warm-
est November on record,
according to NOAA data.

Taken together, August
through November of this
year was the record warm-
est on average across the
Northwest in more than
130 years of record keep-
ing. NASA scientists, using
NOAA records of global
average temperatures dat-
ing back to 1880, found
that this November was the
third-warmest November
on Earth, behind only
November of 2023 and
2024.

But in 2023 and 2024,

a planet-warming El Nifio
weather pattern helped
fuel record temperatures,

according to the data. There
was no EI Niflo event to
drive temperatures this year.

Temperatures in the
Northwest have been most
abnormal across all of
Idaho, eastern Washington
and eastern Oregon, and in
western Montana.

“It’s definitely not good,”
Genuise said. “We’ve seen
much more above nor-
mal years in the past few
decades than we did in the
past.”

Rain not snow

By the end of this sum-
mer, drought took hold of
the Northwest, Genuise
said, especially in parts of
northern Idaho and southeast
Washington. Snow melted
too quickly in spring, creat-
ing drought as the summer
went on, and abnormal
heat also increased surface
water evaporation in lakes
and streams, lowering water
levels that contributed to
drought in parts of the
region.

In the last month, most of
western Oregon was at 50%
of its normal level of precip-
itation for this time of year,
according to Brad Pugh, a
meteorologist at the National
Weather Service’s Climate
Prediction Center.

Only southern and central
Oregon have been spared
major drought impacts this

year, but reservoirs that
filled from heavy spring
rains are also being quickly
depleted, he said.

Everywhere north of
Oregon is experiencing
above average rainfall, Pugh
said.

This will potentially help
pull the Northwest out of a
region-wide drought in the
coming weeks or month,
according to Pugh, but much
of that will also depend on
whether or not it gets cold
enough for rain to turn into
snow and snowpack.

The only area in the
region getting roughly nor-
mal snowpack is western
Montana, where tempera-
tures have been just-cold-
enough to turn rain to snow.
All of Oregon and most of
southern Washington are
seeing “really, really deep
snowpack deficits,” Genuise
said.

If the snowpack is still
bad in the spring, there
could be ongoing drought
issues in the year ahead,
Genuise added.

“We could see this
change, and this is likely
to change as we see some
wetter and cooler systems
later in the month, but we’re
definitely sitting well below
normal as we talk here
today,” he said.
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