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By DAVID HAYES

I-O Editor

The Falls City Fire 
Department welcomed on Jan. 
7 the newest member to their 
team – a 1995 Pierce engine 
that arrived courtesy their sister 
department Dallas Fire & EMS. 

All hands were on deck to 
participate in the ceremonial 
“push-in” to officially welcome 

their new apparatus into their 
fleet. 

“In the old days when you 
got a new piece of apparatus, 
the idea was you christened it 
and pushed it into the fire sta-
tion,” said Falls City Fire Chief 
John Gilbert. “Now, we’re 
not going to push in a 30,000 
pound, 38 ton truck. We’ll idle 
her and act like pushing it in. 

By DAVID HAYES

I-O Editor

In an effort to find a more 
affordable option for a new 
home for the Dallas Police 
Department, the City Council 
directed staff to instead explore 
moving city staff into the old 
Itemizer Observer building. 
City Hall next door would 
then be converted into the new 
home for the police force.

After a $17.2 million bond 
to build a new station to 
replace the I-O building was 
voted down last year, the city 
has been exploring “value 
engineering” options to present 
another, less expensive option. 
Swinerton Builders and archi-
tects from Mackinzie worked 
with city staff to present three 
alternatives to the city council 

last month, ranging in cost 
from $14.3 million to $17.1 
million.

City staff further explored 
switching from a general obli-
gation bond to a revenue bond 
that would shave 10 years 
from the life of the bond. In 
exchange, the option would 
add an additional $13-$15 to 
the city’s bill to the more than 
7,000 residents within Dallas. 

City Manager Brian Latta 
told the councilors staff then 
asked themselves was this 
enough of a savings.

“That led us to look at 
another option altogether,” 
Latta said, presenting the plan 
for the first time to the city 
council.

The plan involves relocating 
non-police, city employees into 

By LANCE MASTERSON

For The Itemizer-Observer

Living history took center 
stage at the Lady Dragon invi-
tational wrestling tournament 
Jan. 10.

The annual event, now in its 
fifth year, is hosted by Dallas 
High School. No tournament in 
the state brings together more 
girl wrestlers. But this year the 
spotlight also shined brightly 
on a 94-year-old man.

Delmond Tilgnor’s chapter 
in the school’s record book is 
secure. Tilgnor is the school’s 
first-ever state champion in 
wrestling. An honor he received 
in 1949, or some 77 years ago.

Tilgnor was remembered 
for that achievement Saturday. 
During his ceremony, which 
was before family, friends and 
a packed gym, he donated his 
original 1949 letterman jacket 
and state championship medal 
to the school. These artifacts 
are to be displayed among the 
school’s trophies, banners and 
other momentos. PHOTO BY SMY PHOTOGRAPHY 

Delmond Tilgnor (center), Dallas High School’s first state wrestling champion in 1949, is honored by the current girls and 
boys wrestlers before the Lady Dragon invitational wrestling tournament Jan. 10.

Dragons honor school’s first state wrestling champ

PHOTO BY DAVID HAYES
Falls City Fire Chief John Gilbert says a few words to his firefighters and special guests as 
they welcome a 1995 Pierce engine donated by Dallas Fire & EMS.

Falls City welcomes 
new engine to its fleet

See ENGINE, page A8

See CHAMP, page A8

FILE I-O PHOTO BY DAVID HAYES
The city of Dallas is now exploring moving city staff into the old Itemizer-Observer build-
ing and renovating City Hall into a new police station reconfiguration.

Dallas explores alternative to building new police station
City staff moves to I-O building, police keep City Hall

See BUILDING, page A7
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 The Farmers Insurance 
Zachary Steele Agency 
is proud to continue 
its monthly Classroom 
of the Month program, 
recognizing outstanding 
educators who make a 
meaningful and lasting 
impact on students and 
their school communities. 
This month’s honor goes 
to Malery Schleusner, 
a kindergarten teacher 
at Oakdale Heights 
Elementary, following 
a thoughtful nomina-
tion from colleague Liz 
Posttlewait.

In her nomination, 

Posttlewait highlighted 
the warm and welcoming 
environment Schleusner 
creates for her students 
— one where children 
feel safe, valued, and gen-
uinely excited to learn. 
Known affectionately 
by many as “Mrs. S,” 
Schleusner is described as 
patient, kind and deeply 
committed to holding 
high expectations for 
every child, while pro-
viding the individualized 
support needed for each 
student to reach their full 
potential.

Her calm, nurturing 

presence helps Oakdale 
Heights’ youngest learners 
build confidence as they 
develop essential aca-
demic and social skills. 
Schleusner’s classroom 
is intentionally structured 
with clear routines, bal-
anced with play, joy and 
curiosity — cornerstones 
of effective early child-
hood education.

“Mrs. S exemplifies 
the many qualities of an 
outstanding kindergarten 
teacher,” Posttlewait said. 
“She builds strong rela-
tionships with students 
and families, skillfully 

differentiates instruction, 
celebrates growth, and 
models empathy, perse-
verance, and curiosity 
every day.” 

Her classroom is a 
place where students not 
only learn academic fun-
damentals, but also how 
to be kind, responsible 
and proud of their work.

As part of the 
Classroom of the Month 
recognition, Schleusner 
will receive a class-
room supply award 
of up to $200, gener-
ously provided by the 
Farmers Insurance Steele 

Insurance Agency, to 
be used on items of her 
choosing to further sup-
port student learning and 
engagement.

The Classroom of the 
Month program was cre-
ated to spotlight educators 
who quietly go above and 
beyond for their students. 
Each month, a nominated 
teacher is recognized for 
their dedication and pro-
vided tangible support to 
invest directly back into 
their classroom.

“Oakdale Heights is 
fortunate to have Mrs. 
Schleusner,” Steele said. 

“Teachers like her shape 
the future by laying 
strong foundations at 
the very beginning of a 
child’s educational jour-
ney. It’s an honor for our 
agency to recognize her 
work and support her 
classroom.”

Through this ongoing 
program, the Farmers 
Insurance Zachary Steele 
Agency continues its 
commitment to investing 
in local schools, celebrat-
ing excellence in educa-
tion, and strengthening 
the community it proudly 
serves.

By TORI STUTZMAN

The city of Monmouth has 
launched its Accessibility 
Grant, a new initiative designed 
to help local businesses become 
more welcoming and accessible 
to all visitors, including people 
with disabilities, older adults, 
and others who may face bar-
riers to access. Funded by 
Travel Oregon, this grant offers 
free professional accessibility 
assessments to 20-25 local, vis-
itor-facing businesses. 

The Monmouth Accessibility 

Grant is a collaborative effort 
aimed at fostering an inclusive 
environment that benefits both 
businesses and the commu-
nity. As an AARP-certified 
Age-Friendly Community, 
and home to Western Oregon 
University’s Division of Deaf 
Studies & Professional Studies, 
and Interpreting Program, 
Monmouth is committed to 
supporting practices that cater 
to a diverse population.

Participating businesses will 
receive: 
•	 A free, expert accessibility 

assessment: Empowering 
Access and Sparklet Designs 
will conduct accessibility 
assessments for visitor-fac-
ing businesses and organiza-
tions. Empowering Access 
will focus on physical spaces 
such as entrances, restrooms, 
and parking, while Sparklet 
Designs will assess digital 
presences including websites 
and online listings. 

•	 Actionable recommenda-
tions: Clear and practical 
suggestions tailored to each 
business will be provided 

to help understand where 
improvements can be made. 

•	 Greater visibility on tour-
ism platforms: Accessibility 
information added to plat-
forms that will help trav-
elers discover accessibility 
information about local 
businesses. 

•	 Access to local experts and 
training: Workshops will 
offer practical tips, expert 
advice, and resources, 
with contributions from 
various local partners and 
organizations. 

•	 Ongoing online resources: 
Recorded workshops with 
Spanish subtitles and addi-
tional tools will be available 
on the Monmouth Business 
Association (MBA) website. 

•	 An opportunity to lead the 
way: Businesses can demon-
strate their commitment to 
creating a more inclusive 
Monmouth. 
To learn more about this 

project and sign up for the 
project mailing list, go to 
www.sparkletdesigns.com/
accessibility.

Farmers  names Oakdale Heights teacher as Classroom of the Month

Monmouth launches new accessibility grant to support local businesses

What’s YOUR neighbor up to?
Find out in the Itemizer-Observer. You may find your neighbor, your boss, your friend or yourself 

in the pages of the Itemizer Observer. Local stories on local people—that’s our specialty.

Itemizer-Observer
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Brought to you by  
Salem Health Family Birth Center.  
Learn more at salemhealth.org/FBC

Four natural ways to stay healthy during 
Pacific Northwest winters
Winter in the Pacific Northwest brings short days and cozy 
vibes … and sniffles and germs from staying inside.

Luckily, there are natural ways to support your family’s 
health so everyone can thrive.

1. Food as medicine. Focus on nutrient-dense meals — 
think colorful fruits, leafy greens and omega-3 rich fish. 
Vitamin C, zinc and vitamin D are especially important 
this time of year. 

2. Prioritize sleep. Everyone needs consistent, quality 
sleep to stay healthy. CDC data shows kids in grade 
school should aim for 9 to 12 hours a night, while adults 
can get by with 7 to 9 hours.

3. Don’t forget daily movement. Whether it’s a family hike, 
dance party or puddle-jumping session, staying active 
boosts circulation and supports health. The American 
Academy of Pediatrics recommends 60 minutes of daily 
exercise for kids. And make sure to dress your kiddos 
appropriately for outdoor activities. Older babies and young 
children should wear one more layer of clothing than adults 
would in the same conditions.

4. Wash hands and keep vaccinations up to date. Flu and 
Covid-19 shots are scientifically proven to boost immunity 
and provide an extra layer of protection.

With a little planning, your family can stay energized and 
healthy all winter long. You’ve got this, PNW parents!

By UNIVERSITY 
MARKETING and 

COMMUNICATIONS

Oregon Department of 
Veterans’ Affairs (ODVA) 
awarded grants total-
ing $800,000 to expand 
campus veteran resource 
centers and enhance ser-
vices for student veterans 
at Oregon’s public uni-
versities and community 
colleges. Western Oregon 
University’s Veterans 
Resource Center was a 
recipient of this grant for 
the amount of $53,899.

These centers play a 
crucial role in helping 
veterans transition from 
military service to college 
life and pursue their edu-
cational and career goals.

The purpose of the 
Campus Veteran Resource 
Center Grant Program 
is to strengthen existing 
campus resources by 
funding innovative and 
impactful projects that 
improve the lives of stu-
dent veterans and support 
their success.

A record 19 of 

Oregon’s 24 eligible 
public universities and 
community colleges 
applied for grants during 
this cycle, reflecting a 
broad commitment to 
serving student veterans 
across the state. All 19 
institutions that applied 
received a portion of the 
available funds.

This level of partici-
pation demonstrates the 
strong, continued part-
nership between ODVA 
and Oregon’s higher 
education community in 
ensuring that veterans 
have access to the tools 
and support they need to 
thrive.

Awardees include Blue 
Mountain Community 
College, Central 
Oregon Community 
College, Chemeketa 
Community College, 
Clackamas Community 
College, Columbia 
Gorge Community 
College, Eastern Oregon 
University, Klamath 
Community College, 
Lane Community 

College, Linn-Benton 
Community College, 
Mt. Hood Community 
College, Oregon Institute 
of Technology, Oregon 
State University, Portland 
Community College, 
Portland State University, 
Rogue Community 
College, Southern Oregon 
University, Southwestern 
Oregon Community 
College, University of 
Oregon, and Western 
Oregon University.

“This award strength-
ens our ability to sup-
port student veterans 
at critical moments. 
Emergency aid funding 
helps students remain 
enrolled during times of 
financial hardship, while 
enhancements to the 
Veterans Resource Center 
improve access, privacy, 
and daily usability,” said 
Logan Doerfler, director 
of the Veterans Resource 
Center at Western Oregon 
University. “Together, 
these investments rein-
force WOU’s commit-
ment to Veteran success.”

Prepare for an uproarious
ride, full of mistaken

identities,
bedroom hijinks, and

madcap delight.

503-485-4300
www.PentacleTheatre.org

——

Jan 30 - Feb 21

www.pentacletheatre.org 

A Hilarious,
heartwarming story.

By George
S. Kaufman
& Moss Hart
Directed by
Scott Ramp

503-485-4300

Oregon VA awards grant to 
WOU to enhance support 
for student veterans

We are here We are here 77  
days a week days a week 

onlineonline
www.polkio.comwww.polkio.com
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RESTLAWN MEMORY GARDENS  
& RESTLAWN FUNERAL HOME

Salem, OR 97304
503-585 1373

www.restlawnfh.com

FARNSTROM MORTUARY
Independence, OR 97351

503-838-1414
www.farnstrommortuary.com

KEIZER FUNERAL CHAPEL
Keizer, OR 97303
503-393-7037

www.keizerchapel.com

PRE-PLANNING YOUR FINAL 
ARRANGEMENTS IS A MOST 
PRECIOUS GIFT ONLY YOU 

CAN GIVE YOUR LOVED ONES.
CALL TODAY!

RESTLAWN MEMORY GARDENS  
& RESTLAWN FUNERAL HOME

Salem, OR 97304
503-585 1373

www.restlawnfh.com

FARNSTROM MORTUARY
Independence, OR 97351

503-838-1414
www.farnstrommortuary.com

KEIZER FUNERAL CHAPEL
Keizer, OR 97303
503-393-7037

www.keizerchapel.com

PRE-PLANNING YOUR FINAL 
ARRANGEMENTS IS A MOST 
PRECIOUS GIFT ONLY YOU 

CAN GIVE YOUR LOVED ONES.
CALL TODAY!

DORIS H. DYER
01/14/1936 - 12/20/2025

We honor the life of Doris 
Anne (Henderson) Dyer, 89, 
who passed away on December 
20, 2025. Born in Plentywood, 
Montana, on January 14, 
1936, to Leonard and Helen 
Henderson. Doris was raised in 
Myrtle Creek, Oregon where 
she graduated from Myrtle 
Creek High School. Her love 

of learning led her to become 
a proud alumna of Oregon 
State University (then Oregon 
State College) and then a 
professional educator where 
she dedicated herself to guid-
ing young minds. She began 
her teaching career at South 
Salem High School and even-
tually retired from the coun-
seling office at Central High 
School in Independence. She 
was known for her kind and 

gracious demeanor, balancing 
a practical organizational style 
with a witty, irreverent sense of 
humor.

Doris was married to Roland 
Dyer for 38 years until his 
passing in 2000. Together, they 
raised two daughters, Amy and 
Donna. Her kindness extended 
beyond her family into her 
community, where she was a 
devoted supporter of Marion-
Polk Food Share and Oregon 

Public Broadcasting (OPB). In 
her quieter moments, she found 
joy in gardening, quilting, 
reading, and music.In lieu of 
flowers, please consider mak-
ing a donation in Doris’ name 
to Oregon Public Broadcasting 
(OPB) or Marion Polk Food 
Share.

Memorial Service on 
Saturday, January 10, 2026 at 
Bonaventure in Salem (3411 
Boone Rd SE, Salem) 1-3pm

OBITUARIES

MARY ANN OZIAH 
(NEE WOLF)
JULY 9, 1932 – 

DECEMBER 16, 2025

Mary Ann Oziah, 93, of 
Dallas, Oregon passed away on 
December 16, 2025, from heart 
failure.

Mary was born July 9, 1932, 
to Jacob and Philomena Wolf 
in Sioux County, North Dakota. 
She was one of eleven children. 

The entire family moved to 
Silverton, OR in 1944 after a 
tornado destroyed the family 
farm.

Mary graduated high school 
in 1950 from Sacred Heart 
Academy in Salem, OR. On 
December 26, 1958, she mar-
ried Arvil Oziah and they 
moved to Dallas, OR. Mary 
is survived by Deborah Scott 
(Billy), Valerie Pascal (Robert), 
Marcia Neudauer (Allen), Brian 

Oziah, Kevin Oziah.
Mary was happiest sur-

rounded by her family. She 
enjoyed baking, gardening, 
crossword puzzles, game shows 
and being a mother. She was 
active in her faith at St. Philip 
Catholic Church, Dallas, OR 
and was a member of the 
Women’s Altar Society. After 
the children were raised she 
worked for Oregon Fruit and 
Willamette Hazelnut for 20 

years.
Mary is survived by her chil-

dren, 7 grandchildren and 1 
great grandchild, brother Leon 
Wolf and sister Irene Steinke.

The family would like to 
thank Serenity Hospice for their 
kind and loving care. Mary 
lived and passed peacefully 
without complaint.

No service, she will be laid to 
rest with her husband Arvil at 
Willamette National Cemetery.

ALEX BAUMHARDT

Oregon Capital Chronicle

Oregon Gov. Tina Kotek 
spent months cajoling the state 
Legislature to provide billions 
for transportation infrastructure, 
safety and jobs. Now, she’s ask-
ing them to repeal that plan and 
start fresh.

Kotek’s direction Wednesday 
comes after a volunteer effort 
led by Republican lawmakers 
and an anti-tax group gathered 
enough signatures to refer parts 
of the $4.3 billion plan to the 
November ballot. That effort 
paused scheduled increases to 
the state gas tax, title and regis-
tration fees and a payroll tax to 
fund transit.

Kotek unveiled her strategy, 
characterized as “redirect, repeal, 
and rebuild” at a Wednesday 
meeting of the Oregon 
Transportation Forum, a non-
profit trade organization repre-
senting public and private trans-
portation stakeholders. She also 
explained her change in tune.

“After a long summer and 
many twists and turns, the 
Legislature passed House Bill 
3991, increasing funding for 
ODOT, local governments, and 
transit districts through changes 
to the gas tax, payroll tax, and 
registration fees,” she explained 
to the forum. “But you all know 
the score today. Those funding 
solutions are frozen following 
a signature-gathering campaign 
led by legislative Republicans 
and Oregon Taxpayers United.”

Senate Minority Leader Bruce 
Starr, R-Dundee, and state Rep. 
Ed Diehl, R-Scio, who are lead-
ing the referendum effort did 
not immediately respond to the 
Capital Chronicle’s requests for 
comment on Wednesday.

Kotek is asking lawmakers to 

repeal House Bill 3991, which 
passed during a special session 
in September.

She wants them to use the 
upcoming short session, which 
begins Feb. 2 and must conclude 
by March 8, to redirect existing 
transportation funding “core to 
operations and maintenance” 
while they come up with a dif-
ferent package in 2027.

The $4.3 billion package, a 
reduction from grander plans 
that fell short during the 2025 
legislative session, was  meant 
to keep the transportation 
department operational and to 
prevent hundreds of layoffs, 
Kotek said. But with the ballot 
measure halting new revenue 
sources, the package is effec-
tively an unfunded mandate to 
make new investments without 
any money.

“Leaving the law in place 
forces ODOT to bear imple-
mentation costs without new 

resources, prolongs instability, 
and delays the real conversation 
we need to have about long-term 
solutions,” Kotek said to the 
forum.

Kotek called the redirection of 
existing transportation dollars an 
“emergency action” needed to 
prevent layoffs during the spring 
and to maintain basic road ser-
vices during the winter months.

She said every transportation 
program dollar should be on the 
table, with the exception of pay-
roll tax revenues that fund local 
transit districts’ buses and trains.

“We cannot gut transit dis-
tricts by redirecting existing 
payroll tax revenue. That would 
devastate service and harm those 
who can least afford it,” she 
said.

The transportation depart-
ment’s budget gap has shrunk 
in recent months as employees 
have voluntarily left. Kotek 
said this was due to ongoing 

instability over potential lay-
offs. Notices were sent in July 
to hundreds of employees, then 
rescinded in September, then 
floated again as the ballot refer-
ral was underway.

“We lost engineers, mainte-
nance workers, project manag-
ers, and critical IT staff. Service 
has continued to degrade, and 
our services are more vulnerable 
than ever,” she said.

Allocating any money from 
the general fund to cover costs 
is not an option, she added, 
due to expected budget deficits 
caused by the tax and spending 
megalaw passed by congres-
sional Republicans during the 
summer. The state Legislature 
will begin the session account-
ing for a two-year budget that 
could be short $63 million under 
the state’s most recent economic 
forecast.

“The decisions we make in the 
coming weeks will determine 

whether Oregon’s transportation 
system continues to decline or 
whether we can restore certainty 
in needed essential services that 
Oregonians rely on,” Kotek said 
in a statement. “These decisions 
won’t be easy. There will be 
tradeoffs and consequences. 
Hundreds of people will be laid 
off this spring if we are not 
successful. Giving up is not an 
option.”

https://oregoncapitalchronicle.
com/2026/01/07/oregon-gov-
kotek-calls-for-repeal-of-trans-
portation-funding-package-she-
championed/

Oregon Capital Chronicle is 
part of States Newsroom, a net-
work of news bureaus supported 
by grants and a coalition of 
donors as a 501c(3) public char-
ity. Oregon Capital Chronicle 
maintains editorial indepen-
dence. Contact Editor Lynne 
Terry for questions: info@ore-
goncapitalchronicle.com.

COURTESY FROM THE OREGON DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION / FLICKR
Oregon Department of Transportation workers fill a pothole on U.S. Highway 97 near Chemult in 2016. Oregon’s governor 
is asking lawmakers to go back to the drawing board on a plan to fund the agency and stave off hundreds of layoffs.

Kotek calls for repeal of transportation funding 
package she championed



� POLK COUNTY ITEMIZER OBSERVER • JANUARY 14, 2026  A5

DALLAS CHRISTMAS CHEER 
THANKS CONTRIBUTORS 
On behalf of the Dallas 

Christmas Cheer team, we 
extend our arms in the air 
along with a giant thank 
you to each and every 
one of you who came 
together early on Dec. 24 
to make this year’s food 
pack-out an amazing suc-
cess. Your gift of time, 
energy, and the spirit of 
giving ensured that 500 
families in our community 
received much-needed 
support during this holi-
day season.

We are deeply thankful 
to everyone who made 
private contributions. 
These cash donations are 
the financial backbone 
that allows us to purchase 
the staples for the food 
boxes.

The food collection 
drives organized by local 
businesses, schools, 
churches, clubs and indi-
vidual groups were truly 
the icing on the cake. The 
thousands of collected 
food items ensured that 
the boxes were full and 
complete with nearly 
everything needed to 
stock refrigerators and 
cupboards. Your sup-
port not only helps meet 
the immediate needs of 
our neighbors but also 
strengthens the bonds 
within our community.

To the more than 400 
volunteers, your com-
passion for others and 
readiness to take on the 
task at hand truly made a 
difference. We can hon-
estly say, “job well done.” 
The joy shared with one 
another and our neighbors 
on Christmas Eve made 
2025 a true success.

Sue Lamb
Dallas Christmas Cheer

HATRED FOR TRUMP 
CONTINUES TO GROW

The issues with the 
Trump administration con-
tinue on a daily basis:

- The Corporation for 
Public Broadcasting voted 
to dissolve the organiza-
tion following Congress’ 
rescission of all federal 
funding.

- It’s hard to believe 
he had to add his name 
to the Kennedy Center. 
Acts are cancelling on a 
regular basis because of it, 
including the Washington 
National Opera that has 

been there over 50 years.
- Is Trump look-

ing for war? He’s told 
reporters that the U.S. 
could intervene in Cuba, 
Columbia, Mexico, Iran 
and Greenland. Would he 
really use force and what 
justifiable reason for con-
trol of Greenland?

- The administration has 
halted billions in Social 
Services in five states 
with Democrat leaders, 
including $2.4 billion in 
childcare development 
and $870 million that ben-
efits children.

- Secretary of War 
Hagseth has accused a 
group of six Democrat 
lawmakers of “seditious 
behavior punishable by 
death”.

- Vice President Vance 
scolded the media for 
prejudging the Minnesota 
woman killed by ICE; 
however he posted on ‘X’ 
that she was a “deranged 
leftist”. Doesn’t that 
sound like a prejudging 
statement since he didn’t 
know her?

Is there anything the 
current administration 
likes? We definitely need 
to have a sweep con-
gress in the mid-terms 
by Democrats so we can 
impeach Trump.

Clifford Brown
Dallas

“The climate dice 
are now loaded.” — 
Climatologist James 
Hansen, 1988. (In 2008, 
he said they had become 
even more loaded.)

By PHILIP S. WENZ

About a decade ago, 
I realized that while 
climate change was “in 
the news,” it would soon 
“be the news.” That is, 
climate-connected prob-
lems would consistently 
dominate the headlines 
and much of our public 
discourse. 

That’s because I knew 
that the breakneck speed 
of today’s climate change 
is driven by our fossil 
fuel emissions which 
increase every year. 

In his 2009 book, 
“Storms of My 
Grandchildren,” now con-
sidered a prescient clas-
sic, climatologist James 
Hansen said that allowing 
the carbon dioxide con-
tent of the atmosphere 
to rise above 360 parts 
per million (ppm) was 
reckless. He and other 
scientists and environ-
mentalists feared that, 
at that level, the conse-
quences for the planet 
and civilization would 
be dire, pushing global 

temperatures to 1.0ºC 
above the pre-industrial 
baseline. That, in turn, 
would lead to a radical 
increase in the number 
and severity of extreme 
weather events. 

Today, the carbon diox-
ide level exceeds 428 
ppm and is rising quickly. 
Average global tempera-
tures are approximately 
1.5ºC above the baseline. 
Our goose is in the oven, 
and, as current trends 
are likely to continue for 
some time, will soon be 
cooked. 

That is not only 
because the number of 
climate-driven problems 
is increasing exponen-
tially as the atmosphere 
warms, but also because 
they tend to be more 
severe than similar events 
of past decades. 

Additionally, they’re 
having a cumulative 
effect. It used to be 
that when a town was 
destroyed by a natural 
disaster such as a hurri-
cane, flood or wildfire, 
it was gradually rebuilt 
while, elsewhere, life 
went on as it had before. 
Now, by the time a dev-
astated town such as 
Paradise, California, is 
rebuilt, if it ever is, half a 
dozen more towns will be 

destroyed by climate-ex-
acerbated events. 

Another problem is that 
the precise location and 
severity of future extreme 
weather events are inher-
ently unpredictable. We 
know, for example, that 
U.S. hurricanes mostly 
make landfall in the Gulf 
of Mexico and along the 
Atlantic Seaboard. But 
where they will hit along 
that roughly 4,000 miles 
of coastline can’t be pre-
dicted until a few days 
before the event. And the 
amount and cost of the 
damage they cause can’t 
be assessed until after it’s 
done. The only thing we 
can be pretty sure of is 
that there will be many 
more such events in the 
coming years. 

So, is there an acces-
sible way to visualize 
recent and upcoming cli-
mate impacts? Pondering 
this, I have devised a 
simple, totally non-scien-
tific method the average 
person can use to picture 
the cumulative effects of 
climate change. 

Spread a large U.S. 
map on a table. Now, put 
a thin coat of finger paint 
in a small dish. Dip your 
fingertips in the paint, 
then flick your wrists 
at the map, scattering 

random dots of paint, 
some tiny and some 
larger, widely across its 
surface. Each dot rep-
resents a large or small 
climate-enhanced natural 
disaster. 

Assign that first scatter-
ing a year — say, 2010. 
Now, do it again for 
2011, 2012 and so on. By 
the time you get to 2026, 
a clear, if geographically 
inaccurate, pattern will 
emerge. Damaging cli-
mate events have hit all 
over the country and are 
leaving variously lasting 
impacts. Note that this 
pattern is reflected in 
today’s headlines, which 
at least weekly, and often 
daily, report climate-en-
hanced problems some-
where in the U.S. 

Want to visualize the 
future? Keep going for 
2027, 2028 and onward. 
But use a little more 
paint each time, because 
the number of annual 
events will increase over 
the decades. My guess 
is that by the time you 
reach 2050, large areas of 
your map will be almost 
impossible to read. 

Philip S. Wenz studies 
environmental trends and 
developments. Visit his 
blog at Firebird Journal 
(firebirdjournal.com).

LETTERS POLICY
Letters to the editor should 

contain at most 350 words. 
The Polk Itemizer-Observer 
reserves the right to edit, 
condense, or reject any 
letter to the editor. Letters 
published in The Itemizer-
Observer will also be pub-
lished online. Letters to the 
editor and guest columns 
must include your first and 
last name, city or town or 
residence, and phone num-
ber for verification purposes. 
Letters endorsing candidates 
or campaign issues must 
be received no later than 
ten days before an election. 
Letters written by candidates 
will not be accepted. Letters 
to the editor should be the 
author’s work. We strongly 
discourage and will attempt 
to weed out form letters, 
letters mailed to other news 
outlets, or letters written 
and edited by a third party, 
including but not limited to 
political parties. We try to 
restrict the printing of one 
submission per author per 
month. We do not publish 
anonymous letters, personal 
attacks, personal com-
plaints, poetry, consumer 
complaints, or letters written 
in bad taste. To send a let-
ter: Mail: Editor, Polk County 
Itemizer-Observer, P.O. Box 
108, Dallas, OR 97338. 
Email: ionews@polkio.com. 
Office: 147 SE Court St., 
Dallas.

LETTERS TO 
THE EDITOR

Your Environment: 
Scatterpaint, maps and tracking 

climate disasters 
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HEALTH DIRECTORY
CHIROPRACTIC

• JOYNT FAMILY CHIROPRACTIC - Dr. Brian 

Joynt, DC - 629 Clay Street East, Monmouth, OR 

97361  Family-oriented chiropractic clinic, dedicated 

to creating an unparalleled experience of service, 

quality and care by teaching the true principles of 

chiropractic. We look forward to empowering each of 

you to help your family participate more fully in life. 

New patients welcome. Accept most insurance. Auto/

personal injury and work comp. Massage therapist on 

site. Complimentary consultations. Call us today to 

make your appointment (503) 837-0550.

 -We Care, God Cures-

1650 Monmouth St., Independence, OR 97351

503-838-3346. Office hours: Mon & Fri 8am-12pm

& 2pm-5pm, Tues & Thursday 8am-12pm &

2pm-6pm, Wed 8am-noon.

Serving Polk county for 28 years. Offering Thompson

Drop & other hands-on techniques, as well as

Advanced Activator Methods and Functional

Neurology. We provide gentle and effective full-spine

and extremity adjusting for all ages in a loving and

caring environment. We are accepting new patients

for Family Wellness Care, Auto or personal injury &

Workers Comp.

COUNSELING
• CROSS AND CROWN COUNSELING offers counseling

services to individuals, couples, and families. We also

offer workshops and seminars. Areas we support

but are not limited to include children, adolescent,

premarital, marriage, family, trauma, crisis, grief,

anxiety, depression, anger, and divorce. We help

our clients find healing and healthy responses to

individual and family needs. We provide a safe and

caring environment to face life situations, address

interpersonal and intrapersonal conflict and help

individuals realize their full potential.  Our counselors 

are trained  NCCA Licensed Clinical Christian 

Counselors, Licensed Clinical Pastoral Counselors 

and Certified Temperament Counselors. We also have 

Domestic Violence and Trauma Resilience Protocol 

trained counselors. Our office is located at 177 SW Oak 

St. Dallas, OR 97338. For more information please visit 

our website at www.crossandcrowncounseling.com or 

call (503) 917-1625.

IMAGING SERVICES

• WEST VALLEY HOSPITAL  offers state-of-the-art,

all-digital diagnostic imaging services. With your

physician’s referral, we provide bone density tests, CT

scans, fluoroscopy, mammography, ultrasound, X-ray

and MRI services. Check out our comfortable and

spacious mammography suite. Our imaging services

are located at 525 SE Washington St., Dallas, 503-623-

7302. Learn more at salemhealth.org/westvalley.

LABORATORY SERVICES

• SALEM HEALTH  provides lab services at three

convenient locations in Dallas, Monmouth and

Independence. Both fully accredited labs accept

health care provider referrals for collections and

testing. The labs also offer employment and self-

referral drug testing. Appointments are not required

at either location. Learn more at salemhealth.org/lab.

WEST VALLEY HOSPITAL  outpatient lab available

weekdays 6 a.m. to 8 p.m., weekends 7:30 a.m. to 8

p.m., at 525 SE Washington St., Dallas, 503-814-5227

SALEM HEALTH MEDICAL CLINIC – MONMOUTH 

is open Monday,Tuesday, Thursday and Friday, 8

a.m. to noon and 1 to 5 p.m., 512 Main St., Suite 300,

503-814-5227.

SALEM HEALTH MEDICAL CLINIC – INDEPENDENCE

is open Monday through Friday, 8 a.m. to noon and 1

to 5 p.m., 1430 Monmouth St., 503-917-2255.

PRIMARY CARE

• SALEM HEALTH MEDICAL CLINICS are accepting

new patients in Dallas, Monmouth and Independence. 

With a proactive health care approach, the clinics 

provide care for all ages. Services include annual 

exams, immunizations, lifestyle counseling. Learn 

more at salemhealth.org/primary-care.

Dallas — 1000 SE Uglow Ave., 503-623-8376

Independence — 1430 Monmouth St., 503-917-2255

Independence — Central Health and Wellness 

Center — 1601 Monmouth St., Suite 100, 

503-838-0045

Monmouth — 512 Main St., Suite 300, 503-838-1182

URGENT CARE

• BESTMED URGENT CARE  provides treatments

and services for time-sensitive injuries and illnesses 

— and now offers Primary Care services too. We 

have caring and knowledgeable providers to treat a 

wide range of needs, including: Fever & flu, Sprains 

& strains, Allergies & asthma, UTIs, Dehydration, 

Ongoing primary care needs like wellness exams, 

chronic condition management, and preventive care. 

Additional services include: Sports physicals, On-site 

lab & x-ray, and Sutures & stitches. Urgent Care Walk-

ins are welcome, call to schedule a Primary Care 

appointment. Learn more online at BestMedClinics.

com.

BestMed Urgent & Primary Care is located at:

186 West Ellendale Avenue, Dallas

Phone: 971-900-4984

a renovated space within 
the old I-O building, fol-
lowed by renovating City 
Hall into a new police sta-
tion “of the future.”

The city asked Dalke 
Construction to provide 
a cost estimate for what 
they believed the remodel 
would cost. They returned 
with an estimate just 
under $1.3 million. Their 
estimate left out addi-
tional costs for interior 
furnishings, secure entry-
ways, fire sprinkler sys-
tems and seismic require-
ments. In addition, their 
estimate did not include 
the building permit fees, 
system development 
charges, etc. that would 

need to be paid as well. 
Latta said for the pur-

poses of this report, after 
adding building permit 
fees and system develop-
ment charges among other 
costs, staff conservatively 
estimated the remodel of 
the former I-O building 
would be less than $2 
million.

Staff did not have an 
estimate yet for the costs 
of renovating City Hall 
into a police station. But  
a seismic upgrade for the 
1936 building would be 
a major cost of a renova-
tion, which Latta said the 
state offers annually com-
petitive seismic grants up 
to $2.5 million per grant 
to help cities pay for such 
projects.

City staff estimates an 
up front cost of about 

$2.5 million for the ren-
ovation. Latta said staff 
recommended the city 
complete an interfund 
loan to pay for these proj-
ects. Interfund loans for 
capital projects such as 
this can be for up to 10 
years. To repay the $2.5 
million interfund loan, 
staff recommends the cre-
ation of a fee that would 
be collected monthly 
with the city bill. The fee 
would need to be $8 per 
month, but could be tiered 
over the first few years to 
build up to the $8.

“This fee would be a 
long-term fee extending 
well beyond the repay-
ment of the interfund 
loan,” Latta explained. 
“That is because this fee 
would also pay for the 
future remodel projects 

inside city hall and could 
be used to pay for other 
public safety capital 
expenses such as main-
tenance on public safety 
facilities, or purchasing 
police vehicles, ambu-
lances and fire trucks.”

For Councilor David 
Shein, option five 
sounded like “a no 
brainer” alternative 
solution.

“It’s realistically within 
our means, which dis-
tinguishes itself in some 
ways from the others. It 
provides more space than 
any of the others at a frac-
tion of the cost and even 
with that allows space 
to accommodate future 
growth,” Shein said.

Councilor Michael 
Holsapple was the only 
member to vote against 

pursuing an alternative 
renovation option. He felt 
Option 5 was a good fall-
back option. 

“If we look at our 
goals, 1.1 specifically 
says to secure funding, 
complete design and build 
a new police department,” 
Holsapple read from prior 
staff reports. “That’s not 
Option 5. Option 5 is 
what happens when we do 
not accomplish that goal.”

He instead still sup-
ported pursuing Option 3, 
a $16.1 million bond that 
would pay to construct a 
two-story police depart-
ment with a third-floor 
“shell” that could be com-
pleted to meet additional 
needs as funds became 
available. 

“I feel we should give 
the public a voice in it 

and push forward Option 
3, understanding we’ll 
go with what the public 
says. If they say yes, 
we’ve accomplished our 
goal, we are building a 
new police department. If 
they say no, then there’s 
Option 5.”

In supporting Option 5, 
Council President Larry 
Briggs wanted staff to 
include in its next presen-
tation including a sunset 
to the extra costs in the 
city bill and an annual 
review of the amount as it 
approached its goal of $8 
a month. 

As the plan was still in 
its initial stages, Latta said 
staff will prepare a more 
comprehensive report for 
the City Council’s Jan. 20 
meeting for the next steps 
involving Option 5. 

Building
From Page A1

By THE OREGON 
DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE

For taxpayers wanting 
to claim their share of 
Oregon’s $1.41 billion 
kicker as soon as possible, 
filing electronically has 
never been more important.

On average, taxpayers 
who e-file their returns and 
request their refund via 
direct deposit receive their 
refund within two weeks. 
Those who file paper 
returns will experience a 
significantly longer wait 
in 2026 due to processing 
delays.

“The good news is that 
nobody has to wait,” said 
Megan Denison, admin-
istrator of the Personal 
Tax and Compliance 
Division at the Department 
of Revenue. “There’s 
a simple solution. File 
electronically.”

Oregon will begin pro-
cessing electronically-filed 
returns Jan. 26, the same 
day as the IRS.

The department will 
begin issuing refunds for 
e-filed returns Feb. 15. For 

paper filed returns, refunds 
will not start being issued 
until early April.

In the closing months 
of 2025, the IRS was late 
providing necessary tax 
forms and information to 
the Oregon Department 
of Revenue. As a result, 
the state’s processing of 
paper-filed Oregon per-
sonal income tax returns 
can’t begin until the end of 
March.

Taxpayers may be eager 
to receive their tax refund 
this year due to the kicker. 
Oregon’s unique kicker is 
a refundable tax credit that 
either reduces the amount 
of tax owed or increases 
the amount of a taxpayer’s 
refund.

“To get your kicker, you 
must file a return. This 
year, if you file a paper 
return, you’re going to 
face a significant delay in 
receiving your refund,” 
Denison said. “Taxpayers 
who file electronically can 
avoid the extra wait.”

Chris Wytoski, man-
ager of the Department 
of Revenue’s processing 

center, where paper forms 
and checks are processed, 
explained why the delay 
in receiving forms and 
information from the IRS 
will push back paper return 
processing.

“Using scanners, our 
front-end system captures 
the data reported on paper 
tax returns and checks. 
It then records the data 
in a digital format in our 
core accounting system,” 
Wytoski said. “We have to 
tell the system what data to 
capture and where to find it 
on each page of the return. 
Until the federal returns 
were finalized, we weren’t 
able to finalize Oregon’s 
returns and, ultimately, 
configure our system.”

The result is a delay for 
Oregon taxpayers filing 
paper returns this year.

Taxpayers who choose to 
file a paper return, should 
be sure to mail it early. 
Due to changes at the U.S. 
Postal Service, returns 
mailed in after April 9 may 
not receive a postmark on 
time. Taxpayers who still 
want to mail their paper 

returns can take them to 
a local USPS office and 
request a postmark no later 
than April 15. 

Paper returns can also 
be physically deposited 
in drop boxes available 
on both the east and west 
sides of the Department 
of Revenue Building in 
Salem, or outside the DOR 
offices in Portland, Eugene, 
Medford and Bend. A drop 
box at DOR’s Gresham 
office is available during 
business hours.

The delay in paper return 
processing will mean that 
the department won’t be 
able to tell taxpayers who 
file paper returns that their 
return has been received 
until paper return process-
ing starts at the end of 
March and their specific 
return enters processing. 
That also means informa-
tion on paper-filed returns 
won’t be available in the 
“Where’s My Refund?” 
tool until that time.

Statewide, electronic fil-
ing rates have been steadily 
increasing in the last 
decade. In 2016, 86 percent 

of taxpayers filed electron-
ically. That number edged 
above 90 percent in 2020 
and last year, nearly 95 
percent of Oregon personal 
income tax returns were 
filed electronically.

The state expects to 
receive more than 2.2 
million Oregon personal 
income tax returns for tax 
year 2025, Denison said, 
and approximately 95 per-
cent are again expected to 
be filed electronically. That 
still leaves a significant 
number of taxpayers who 
could wind up waiting 
longer than they’d like for 
their refund and kicker.

For tax year 2023, nearly 
123,000 Oregon personal 
income tax returns were 
paper filed. More than 
100,000 – or five out of 
every six paper filers – 
claimed a refund. Choosing 
to file electronically this 
year will help those tax-
payers to get their refund 
sooner.

Denison said Oregon 
taxpayers have multiple 
free options to file their 
state returns electronically.

Now in its third year, 
Direct File Oregon is an 
interview-based program 
similar to commercial soft-
ware and allows taxpayers 
the convenience and secu-
rity of filing directly with 
the state of Oregon through 
Revenue Online for free. 
More than 14,000 tax-
payers filed their Oregon 
personal income tax returns 
with Direct File Oregon in 
2025.

Information about filing 
electronically, including a 
list of free tax preparation 
software products and 
other ways to get help fil-
ing your tax return for free, 
can be found on the Get 
Free Help with Your Taxes 
page of the department’s 
website at www.oregon.
gov/dor/programs/individu-
als/Pages/get-free-tax-help.
aspx.

A full list of approved 
commercial e-filing soft-
ware is available on our 
Electronic filing webpage 
at www.oregon.gov/dor/
programs/individuals/
Pages/electronic-filing.
aspx.

E-file your taxes to get your refund and kicker faster

• THORNTON CHIROPRACTIC - Dr. Sharon, 
Dr. Marty  and Dr. August Thornton
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“It’s a little too big for 
me now,” Tilgnor said of 
his old jacket. “I’m not as 
big as I used to be.”

The school then pre-
sented their honoree with 
a new letterman jacket to 
commemorate his legacy.

Athletic Director Ron 
Snively said the ceremony 
was a way for the school 
to thank Tilgnor for “pav-
ing the way for future 
wrestlers and state cham-
pions at Dallas.”

The ceremony surprised 
Tilgnor.

“I’m really shocked,” he 
said. “This is something I 
never expected. It’s truly 
an honor.”

While his accomplish-
ment is a cornerstone 
of the program, a new 
chapter is being written 
these days. One that was 
on full display last week. 
And one Tilgnor admits he 
underestimated.

“When they told me 
there were more than 500 
girls competing, I was 
shocked,” he said of the 
Lady Dragon tournament’s 
appeal. “I never could 
have imagined that many 
girls wrestling.”

The two-day Lady 
Dragon tournament and 
invitational featured 53 
teams and 566 athletes, 
making it the largest girls 
wrestling tournament in 

Oregon.
It also served to bring 

together the sport’s past 
and present.

“It’s historic on many 
levels. Delmond was 
our first state champion, 
the first of what is now 
31,” Dallas coach Austin 
Markee said. “And now 
we’re hosting one of the 
toughest, and the largest, 
girls tournament in the 
state.”

Markee added the rise 
of girls wrestling has been 
rapid – 23 girls are on 
the Dragons’ team. It’s a 
number that has grown 
dramatically in five years. 
This growth is not a local 
phenomenon.

“Girls wrestling is one 
of the fastest-growing 
sports in the country 
… right up there with 
lacrosse,” Markee said. 
“Once it became sanc-
tioned and girls-only tour-
naments were created, it 
just caught fire.”

Unlike some programs 
that separate the boys and 
girls teams, Dallas keeps 
their wrestlers together. 
Markee believes unity 
strengthens the culture.

“We haven’t split them,” 
Markee said. “The best 
teams don’t necessarily do 
that.”

The Dallas’ girls pro-
gram has already produced 
its first girls state cham-
pion. Polly Olliff, a three-
time title winner, is from 
a strong wrestling family. 

Tony Olliff, her father, was 
a long-time head coach of 
the Dallas program, and is 
now an assistant coach.

With a middle school 
pipeline feeding the girls 
program and partici-
pation numbers on the 
rise, Markee believes the 
Dragons are well posi-
tioned for years to come, 
if not sooner.

“We think we’re right 
there for a state title,” he 
said. “It’s pretty cool.”

For Tilgnor, seeing this 
growth firsthand was an 
eye-opener.

“Girls wrestling is one 
of the biggest changes I’ve 
seen” in the sport, he said. 

“It was a surprise.”
Another surprise is 

that the echoes of 1949 
still matter. Tilgnor was 
stunned that the school 
wanted to honor him.

“That was a long time 
ago,” he said of his state 
title run. That it still res-
onates “is something I 
never expected.”

He wrestled at 138 
pounds, and navigated a 
very different landscape 
than today’s wrestlers. 
For example, there were 
no seedings, and brackets 
weren’t designed to protect 
top contenders, especially 
in the early rounds.

No, his path through the 

state tournament followed 
an odd but telling pattern. 
One where top wrestlers 
often met each other in the 
early rounds.

“My freshman, sopho-
more and junior years, I 
always drew the eventual 
state champion,” he said. 
“Every guy who beat me 
went on to win state. I 
was never beaten in high 
school, except by a state 
champion.”

The only pin he suffered 
came as a freshman. It was 
the only match his father 
ever attended.

“My dad never saw me 
win a state championship. 
Just that one loss,” he said.

Tilgnor’s journey to 
greatness was almost 
sidetracked. In 1947, 
as a sophomore, Dallas 
nearly dropped the sport 
entirely, he said. Older 
brother Farrell rode to the 
rescue by stepping in as 
the team’s interim coach. 
Farrell also arranged 
matches and kept the pro-
gram alive with help from 
the school principal.

“He really saved the 
sport here,” Tilgnor said. 
“Without Farrell, there 
might not have been wres-
tling at Dallas.”

After his champi-
onship season, he was 
recruited by Oregon State 
University. Turning down 
that opportunity remains 
one of Tilgner’s few 
regrets.

“They didn’t give us 
the kinds of deals football 
players got back then,” he 
said. “But they told me 
I’d have an on-campus job 
and things like that. I just 
had a lot going on, and I 
didn’t do it.”

Saturday’s ceremony 
will not be forgotten by 
the man so honored.

“When they called my 
name as state champion, 
it almost felt like a dream. 
I couldn’t believe it at the 
time,” Tilgnor said before 
the jacket exchange. “But 
honestly, I’m almost more 
shocked by what the 
school is doing for me 
now than I was then. I’m 
truly flabbergasted.”

PHOTOS CONTRIBUTED
Delmond Tilgnor (1949) Delmond Tilgnor (2025) 
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It’s kind of a ceremonial 
thing. They used to do 
that with all their old 
engines and horse carts 
and hose carts.” 

Dallas Fire & EMT 
found themselves with an 
extra apparatus last year. 
Dallas Fire Chief April 
Wallace said they got the 
City Council to approve 
using ARPA (American 
Rescue Plan Act of 2021) 
funding instead to purchase 
a new engine rather than 
putting the money toward a 
new training facility. They 
acquired a 2024 Spartan to 
augment their 2016 Pierce, 
2003 ladder truck and the 
1995 Pierce. 

“We felt the best use 
for the 1995 Pierce, after 
talking with our fleet main-
tenance, was for it to come 
here,” Wallace said.

Dallas Fire & EMT 
performed their own 
“push-in” ceremony a year 
ago for their new Spartan 
rig. 

Gilbert said it was a big 
deal that his predecessor 
Bob Young and Dallas 
Fleet Supervisor Kent 
McKnight worked out 
behind the scenes. 

“It was a good plan 
that if Dallas needed a 
backup engine, it could 
come to Falls City and if 
they needed it, they could 
always come to get it for 
their backup,” Gilbert 
explained. 

Over the next three 
years, if one of Dallas’s 
newer engines goes down 
for any reason, then they 
can come out and borrow 
the ’95 Pierce. After the 
three years is up, it then 
becomes Falls City’s 
permanently. 

“It gives a little insur-
ance for them and we get 
an update because our 
newest big engine 122 is a 
1991 from Salem,” Gilbert 
said.

His department chris-
tened the ’95 Pierce with 
No. 121. Gilbert was at 
the station the last time an 
Engine 121 was retired. 
The newer Engine 121 
comes with a lot less miles 
than their current city 
engine – a 1991 Pierce 
they acquired from Salem. 
It has more than 163,000 
miles on it while the ’95 

Pierce has just over 35,000 
miles logged.

“She’s like brand new 
compared to our old one. 
Our old one is working, 
but technically in the fire 
service, they would both 
be at the end of their life-
cycle – a 20-year engine is 
pretty regular service life,” 
Gilbert said. “If you take 
care and do all the mainte-
nance, we’ve gotten almost 
20 extra years out of the 
Salem engine.”

The ’95 Pierce is an 
addition to their fleet. One 
of their older engines is 
getting a pump repaired in 
Dallas. It gives Falls City a 
total of two brush rigs, two 
city engines and a rural 

engine. 
His hope is to keep both 

around until they can get 
a tender, when they would 
then retire the Salem 
engine.

Gilbert said the only cost 
to Falls City for the ’95 
Pierce is maintenance. 

“Our obligation is main-
tenance, readiness and 
insurance and all the things 
to keep it ready to go,” he 
said. 

He added if they had to 
go buy a comparable used 
engine, it would probably 
be about $20,000. “By the 
time we have everything 
on that engine, we’ll prob-
ably have $20,000 into it,” 
he added, pointing toward 

all the hoses and extra 
equipment for various 
emergency situations.  

The all-volunteer Falls 

City Fire Department has 
25 firefighters and five 
enrolled in their Juniors 
program. Four of their 

higher ranking members 
are also engineers, already 
trained to drive the new 
engine with another four in 
training.

His department is 
responsible for one square 
mile around Falls City. 
They also provide mutual 
aid if called upon by 
Southwest Polk, Dallas, or 
Polk FIre District One.

Wallace said she loves 
that Dallas was able to 
provide Falls City with a 
new piece of equipment 
for their expanding role. 

“We respond quite 
frequently as mutual aid 
partners. It’s important for 
us to make sure they have 
equipment that is safe for 
their personnel to respond 
in as well,” Wallace said. 
“This 1995 Pierce engine 
has been extremely well 
taken care of by our fleet 
maintenance. I’m really 
happy to see it’s going to a 
home that’s going to con-
tinue to keep it well taken 
care of.”

PHOTO BY DAVID HAYES
The Falls City firefights ceremonially “push” their new 1995 Pierce engine into the fire station bay 
Jan. 7.

Engine
From Page A1

Job 
change?

We can talk through your financial goals and find the option that works 
best for you.

Whether retiring or 
changing jobs, you’ll 
want to know your 
retirement account 
options.

There are four potential options for your 401(k) when leaving an employer:
• Leave it in your former employer’s 401(k) plan, if allowed by the plan.
• Move it to your new employer’s 401(k) plan, if you’ve changed  

employers and your new employer plan allows for it.
• Roll the account over to an individual retirement account (IRA).
• Cash it out, which is subject to potential tax consequences.
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Prep Scoreboard

BOYS BASKETBALL
Jan. 6

Central 73, McKay 43
Corvallis 73, Dallas 32

Perrydale 68, 
Livingstone Academy 21
St. Paul 68, Falls City 12

Jan. 8
Willamette Valley Christian 54, 

Perrydale 26
Falls City 51, Chemawa 32

Jan. 9
Central 55, Woodburn 45

Lebanon 76, Dallas 52
Jan. 10

Crane 46, Perrydale 39

GIRLS BASKETBALL
Jan. 5

Perrydale 28, Yamhill-Carlton 36
Jan. 6

Central 51, McKay 34
Corvallis 42, Dallas 34
St. Paul 71, Falls City 17

Jan. 8
Perrydale 62, Willamette Valley 

Christian 8
Falls City 28, Chemawa 39

Jan. 9
Central  43, Woodburn 35

Lebanon 69, Dallas 35
Jan. 10

Crane 50, Perrydale 29

Prep Calendar
Jan. 7

WRESTLING
Central vs. Lebanon, 6 p.m.

Dallas at Crescent Valley, 6 p.m.

GIRLS BASKETBALL
Gladstone vs. Dallas, 6 p.m.

Falls City vs. Perrydale, 5:30 p.m.

BOYS BASKETBALL
Falls City vs. Perrydale, 7 p.m.

Jan. 8
Boys Basketball

Falls City at Livingstone 
Academy, 7 p.m.

Jan. 9 

WRESTLING
Central at Lebanon invitational, 

9:30 a.m.

GIRLS BASKETBALL 
Silverton vs. Central, 5:30 p.m.

Crescent Valley vs. 
Dallas, 5:30 p.m.

Perrydale at St. Paul, 5:30 p.m.

BOYS BASKETBALL
Silverton vs. Central, 7 p.m.

Crescent Valley vs. Dallas, 7 p.m.
Perrydale at St. Paul, 7 p.m.

Jan. 13
SWIMMING 

Centra vs. Dallas vs. Silverton
Dallas Aquatic Center, 4 p.m.

GIRLS BASKETBALL
Corvallis vs. Central, 5:30 p.m.

Dallas at South Albany, 5:30 p.m.
Perruydale at North Clackamas 

Christian, 5:30 p.m.
C.S. Lewis vs. Falls City, 5:30  p.m.

BOYS BASKETBALL
Silverton vs. Central, 7 p.m.

Dallas at South Albany, 7 p.m.
Perrydale at North Clackamas 

Christian, 7 p.m.
C.S. Lewis vs. Falls City, 7 p.m.

By LANCE MASTERSON
For The Itemizer-Observer

It took time, but the Central 
girls varsity basketball team 
eventually pulled away from 
McKay to win easily, 51-34, 
on Jan. 6.

This was the Panthers first 
win of the season. And it 
couldn’t have come at a better 
time.

“It feels really good,” guard 
Bella Names said of getting 
the team’s first win. “It feels 
like we can start building 
momentum now.”

Early on, it was the Royal 
Scots who were the better 
team. The visitors were up 
10-5 after one quarter.

But then the Panthers went 
on a tear, scoring 20 of the 
game’s next 28 points. And 
were never really threatened 
the rest of the way.

“We came out a little slow, 
but from about the second 
quarter on we picked it up, 
especially defensively,” said 
coach Marc Burleson. “That 
was more like our Central 

defense”
Names agreed.
“We needed this win, so 

we pushed through,” she said. 
“Even though it didn’t go 
exactly how we wanted, we 
still pulled it off.”

The team’s dominance on 
defense was reflected in its 
advantages in rebounds, 36 to 
21, and steals, 20 to 9.

Names, who had 10 steals 
and seven boards, added six 
points and three assists. Molly 
Henderson led Central with 
nine points. Ava Sanchez net-
ted eight.

Names and Henderson paced 
the team with seven boards 
each.

McKay entered the game 
with one win in seven outings. 
But Central knew not to take a 
fellow competitor lightly.

“We just have to play at 
the same level all the time, 
no matter who we’re play-
ing,” Burleson said of lessons 
learned. “We need to come 

Fourteen Panthers Kids 
traveled to the North /Oregon 
Classic Qualifier. After a long, 
grueling day, nine will repre-
sent Panther Kids Wrestling in 
Redmond next Sunday. 

“This is only the second year 
we have qualified more than 
one or two wrestlers,” said 
head coach Vidal Peña. “The 
better we get, the more we 
send. Three others were one 
win away from placing in the 
top three to qualify. I am very 
proud of where we have come 
the past couple years.” 

The girls, Hazel Granum, 

By LANCE MASTERSON
For The Itemizer-Observer

It was a start-to-finish win 
for the Central varsity boys 
basketball team, as they routed 
McKay, 73-43, at home, Jan. 6.

And the team did it with 
numbers. Nine players scored 
for the Panthers, including the 
four who reached double-digits: 
Ty Cirino, Ezra Wells, Ryan 
Burgett and Lucas Haines.

Emptying the bench was a 
part of the team’s pre-game 
strategy.

“It wasn’t about downplay-
ing McKay at all, but this was 
a good opportunity to reward 
some younger players and role 
players, even seniors, for the 
work they put in,” head coach 
Tyler Allen said. “We decided 
early that regardless of the 
score, we wanted to see a deep 
rotation.” 

Thus, the Panthers substi-
tuted early and often during the 
contest.

As for Wells, he finished 
with 12 points and was on fire 
from beyond the arch, going 
4-for-6.

“I was in rhythm and getting 
to my spots, the wings and the 
top of the key, which are the 
areas I really like,” Wells said. 
“It felt good tonight, so I just 
kept shooting.”

Cirino added three treys and 
finished with a team-high 13 
points.

“Ty and Ezra did a great job 
finding open spots and shooting 
with confidence,” Allen said.

Central’s touch from outside 
PHOTO BY LANCE MASTERSON

Ryan Burgett spent the week dominating inside for the Panthers. He is pictured here scor-
ing against McKay at home on Jan. 6.

Panthers keep conference streak alive

PHOTO BY LANCE MASTERSON
Panther defenders (from left) Emery Lushenko, Kennedy 
Reynolds and Ava Sanchez Defense help pave the way in 
last week’s 51-34 win over McKay.

Panthers shake off slow start, beat Scots, Bulldogs

Panthers will send nine to the Oregon Wrestling Classic

See BOYS, page B8

See WRESTLING, page B8

See GIRLS, page B8

Dominic Graham pins his opponent for first place (Photo by Tristin Thoma) 
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FLASHBACK

This week’s Flashback is from Wednesday, Jan. 14, 1976: ANTIQUES – Members of the Pioneer 
Loop historical extension group planned a January meeting last week on Oregon lifestyles 
and presented the lesson by having members search their attics and basements for family 
keepsakes. Pictured holding some of the items are Helen Hubbard (left) and Jeanne Taylor. 
Most of the dozens of items displayed (only a few of which are pictured) were dated from 1880 
to 1920. (File I-O photo.)

Visit our
website, 

www.polkio.com

Community
Achievement

■ Support Veteran Nonprofi ts.

■ Free Pickup & Towing.

■ Top Tax Deduction.

Donate Your Vehicle
Call (866) 695-9265 to donate 

your car, truck, boat, RV, 
and more today!

Donate Your Vehicle Today

866-695-9265
While we appreciate every donation, in some cases, we fi nd that we are unable to accept certain vehicles, watercraft, and/or 

recreational vehicles due to the prohibitive costs of acquisition. If you have any questions, please give us a call at (866) 695-9265.

www.veterancardonations.org/dnt20

Bob’s BASEBALL Tours
Sports Lover’s Tour

See an NHL & NBA game, visit Pro 
Football Hall of Fame and tour 

Lambeau Field & see 4 MLB games 
from April 8-16 

$2,800/person based on double 
hotel occupancy

Please call or text for FREE brochure 507-217-1326 or visit our website:  
www.bobsbaseballtours.com

Ultimate Baseball Tour 
See 7 MLB in 11 days including  
Yankee Stadium, Fenway Park & 
Wrigley Field. Also included: Pro 

Football and Baseball Halls of Fame 
and a day at the Little League  

World Series! 

August 11-21, 2025

Bob’s BASEBALL Tours
June 2-7, 2026

See MLB games in Minnesota, 
Milwaukee and both a day 
and night game at Wrigley 

Field in Chicago.

For free brochure, please call or text 507.217.1326
Bob’s Baseball Tours, LLC (24 years in business)

August 1-10, 2026
See games in Pittsburgh, Philadelphia, 

Baltimore, Boston & New York (Yankees and 
Mets). Free time at Niagara Falls and Baseball 
Hall of Fame in Cooperstown, NY. Sightseeing 

in Manhattan, Philadelphia & Baltimore.

Travel by deluxe motor coach • Each night in a quality hotel • Good game tickets!
Travelers are responsible 

for getting to starting
point of each tour

$1,700/person based on 
double hotel occupancy

Tour begins/ends at hotel near 
Minneapolis-St. Paul International Airport

$3,200/person based on double hotel occupancy

Tour begins at hotel near Newark Liberty International Airport
and ends near hotel by Pittsburgh International Airport

ELI HESS NAMED TO MARION MILITARY 
INSTITUTE PRESIDENT’S LIST

Eli Hess, a Dallas High School graduate, completed 
the Marion Military Institute Fall 2025 semester on the 
college’s President’s List. This academic achievement 
requires a perfect 4.0 GPA.

LOCAL STUDENTS GRADUATE FROM LINFIELD COLLEGE
Two West Salem residents were among 64 students 

who completed their degree programs following the 
fall 2025 semester at Linfield College. Jennifer Ball 
and Abbi Karvandi both graduated with a Bachelor of 
Science in Nursing.

JACOB SKJEI NAMED TO SNHU DEAN’S LIST
Jacob Skjei, of West Salem, has been named to 

Southern New Hampshire University’s Fall 2025 Dean’s 
List. Full-time undergraduate students who have earned 
a minimum grade-point average of 3.500 to 3.699 for 
the reporting term are named to the Dean’s List. Full-
time status is achieved by earning 12 credits over each 
16-week term or paired 8-week terms grouped in fall, 
winter/spring, and summer.

SNHU ANNOUNCES FALL 2025 PRESIDENT’S LIST
Local students were named to Southern New 

Hampshire University’s Fall 2025 President’s List. The 

fall terms run from September to December.
Full-time undergraduate students who have earned a 

minimum grade-point average of 3.700 and above for the 
reporting term are named to the President’s List. Full-
time status is achieved by earning 12 credits over each 
16-week term or paired 8-week terms grouped in fall, 
winter/spring, and summer.

Students honored were Logan Baker and Alexander 
Griffin, of Independence, and John Calhoon, of West 
Salem.

JOSHUA HIGGINS EARNS PRESIDENT’S LIST HONORS AT UTU
Joshua Higgins, from West Salem, was among 951 

students who earned a spot on the Utah Tech University 
President’s List for the fall 2025 semester. To qualify, 
students had to attain a semester GPA of 3.9 or higher 
and complete at least 15 credits.

CIELA ACOSTA MAKES EMU’S DEAN’S LIST
Ciela Acosta, a Peacebuilding and Development major 

from West Salem was named to the Fall 2025 Dean’s 
List at Eastern Mennonite University.

The Dean’s List, compiled at the end of each semester, 
includes degree-seeking students who achieve a semester 
GPA of at least 3.75 with no W, I, or F grades for 12 
semester hours of standard grades.

40 YEARS AGO
Wednesday, Jan. 8, 1986

Polk officials hope hepatitis contained
Polk County health officials have their 

fingers crossed that a hepatitis outbreak 
has been confined to the Monmouth-
Independence area and the epidemic has 
been contained.

Mari Sohn, county health director, said 
Monday the latest reported case occurred 
Dec. 25 and the earliest was on Dec. 14.

Council approves insurance switch
Mayor Gwen VanDenBosch gave her 

annual state of the city message Monday 
night before the Dallas City Council 
grappled with its continuing insurance 
problems.

“Last year we continued to recover 
from the severe recession with some sta-
bility in employment by our major indus-
tries,” said VanDenBosch. 

She listed the completion in 1985 of 
the Fir Villa sewer line and the North 
Dallas intersection improvements, plus 
continued local economic development 
efforts.

Dallas girls notch year’s first victory
Dallas HIgh’s girls basketball squad 

rode a strong first half and a 19-point 
effort by Beth Engel to notch its first 

victory of the season, 37-29 over 
Evergreen, Wash., on Friday.

The Dragons, 1-6, opened Willamette 
Valley League play Tuesday against 
Newberg (results were unavailable at 
press time).

Engle scored 19 points on eight-of-17 
shooting from the field and grabbed 12 
rebounds. 

50 YEARS AGO
Wednesday, Jan. 14, 1976

Commissioners close second hand 
business

In Polk County business last week, 
Jim’s Trading Post in Grand Ronde lost 
its operating license when commissioners 
decided the business had violated county 
ordinances.

Commissioners said the business, 
which sells books and miscellaneous 
items, had failed for several years to 
keep accurate records.

IED transfer decision upheld
A state hearings officer has upheld 

a Polk County Intermediate Education 
District decision to transfer Dessert Seed 
Co.’s land to Central School District 
from Dallas School District.

Dessert Seed farm managers, Mr. 
and Mrs. Jerry Engle, had favored the 
change because children whose families 

moved to different parts of the farm had 
to change each time they crossed district 
boundaries.

Dragons divide rousing cross-leaguers
Last week Dallas opened its 1976 bas-

ketball season with a couple of games 
that would rival, for excitement, the 

‘Thrilla in Manilla.’
On Tuesday the Canby Cougars came 

to town and dropped a 61-55 decision in 
a game that was exciting right down to 
the closing seconds. 

Friday, the Dragons were guests of the 
Silverton Foxes … the Foxes prevailed 
52-50.
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Community Calendar Jan. 14-21
Wednesday, Jan. 14

7 a.m. - Monmouth 
Library Board meeting, 
Monmouth Public Library, 
168 Ecols St. S. 

8 a.m. - Yoga, 
Monmouth Senior 
Community Center

9 a.m. - Stretch Exercise, 
Monmouth Senior 
Community Center

10 a.m. - 4-Handed 
Pinochle/Card/Table 
Games, Dallas Area Senior 
Center

10 a.m. - Tai Chi with 
John/Stretch Exercise, 
Monmouth Senior 
Community Center

10:30 a.m. - Little Bitty 
Storytime, for babies and 
toddlers, Dallas Public 
Library, 950 Main St.

11 a.m. - Lunch w/Meals 
on Wheels, Monmouth 
Senior Community Center

11 a.m. - Mah-Jongg, 
Dallas Area Senior Center

11:45 a.m. - Better 
Together, Monmouth 
Senior Community Center

12 p.m. - Watch Repair 
& Knife Sharpening, 
Monmouth Senior 
Community Center

1 p.m. - Walking Group, 
Dallas Area Senior Center

1 p.m. - Ten Minute 
Writing, Monmouth Senior 
Community Center

4 p.m - Connecting 
Loose Threads for 
Charity, Monmouth Senior 
Community Center

5:30 p.m. - Heritage 
Museum Advisory Board 
meeting, City Hall, 555 S 
Main St.

6:30 p.m. - Music 
Jam, Monmouth Senior 
Community Center

7:10 p.m. - Alcoholics 
Anonymous Newcomers 
Meeting, Trinity Lutheran 
Church, 320 SE Fir Villa 
Road, Dallas

Thursday, Jan. 15
8 a.m. - Yoga, 

Monmouth Senior 
Community Center

9 a.m. - Chari Yoga, 
Monmouth Senior 

Community Center
10 a.m. - Cards/Table 

Games, Dallas Area Senior 
Center 
10:15 a.m. - Low Impact 
Exercise, Dallas Area 
Senior Center

10:30 a.m. - Children’s 
Storytime, for ages 0-5, 
Dallas Public Library, 950 
Main St.

10:30 a.m. - Bounces 
and Rhymes: Winter 
Series, for ages 0-2, 
Monmouth Public Library, 
168 Ecols St. S.

11:10 a.m. - Low Impact 
Exercise, Dallas Area 
Senior Center

11:30 a.m. - Lunch 
Bunch, Dallas Area Senior 
Center

12 p.m. - Pinochle, 
Monmouth Senior 
Community Center

12 p.m. - Bridge, Dallas 
Area Senior Center

6 p.m. - Independence 
Parks Board meeting, City 
Hall, 555 Main St.

6:30 p.m. - Monmouth 
Arts & Culture 
Commission meeting, City 
Hall, 151 Main St W

6:30 p.m. - Connecting 
Loose Threads, Monmouth 
Senior Community Center

6:30 p.m. - Monmouth 
Tree Advisory Board meet-
ing, Monmouth Power & 
Light, 780 Ecols St. S.

7 p.m. - Alcoholics 
Anonymous Back to 
Basics, Grace Baptist 
Church, 1855 E. Ellendale 
Ave., Dallas

Friday, Jan. 16
8 a.m. - Yoga, 

Monmouth Senior 
Community Center

9 a.m. - Stretch exer-
cise 1, Monmouth Senior 
Community Center

10 a.m. - Art Workshop/
CardsTable Games/ 6 
Handed Pinochle, Dallas 
Area Senior Center 

10 a.m. - Stretch 
Exercise 2/Drawing for 
Fun/Writer’s Workshop, 
Monmouth Senior 
Community Center

10 a.m. - Gardening 
Class, Dallas Area Senior 
Center

12 p.m. - Watch repair 
clinic, Dallas Area Senior 
Center

1 p.m. - Tai Chi with 
Chery/Art Afternoon & 
Sunshine Club, Monmouth 
Senior Community Center

1 p.m. - Medicare Plans, 
Dallas Area Senior Center

1 p.m. - Tai Chi with 
Cheryl, Monmouth Senior 
Community Center

1 p.m. - Ice Cream 
Social & Bingo Special, 
Monmouth Senior 
Community Center

1:30 p.m. - 10-Minute 
Writing, Dallas Area 
Senior Center

2 p.m. - Free English 
Second Language classes 
at the Dallas Public 
Library, 950 Main St.

4 p.m. - Youth Coding 
League, Independence 
Public Library, 175 
Monmouth St.

6 p.m. - Live Music: 
The Blue Light, Elysium 
Botanicals Wines and 
Vineyard, 8175 Buena 
Vista Road, Independence

6 p.m. - Live Music: 
Lockwood Odyssey, Two 
Wolves Taproom, 171 SW 
Court St., Dallas

6 p.m. - Adult Paint 
Night, Dallas Public 
Library, sign up at the 
library or by calling (503) 
623-2633

6:30 p.m. - Alcoholics 
Anonymous Friday Night 
Meeting, Salt Creek Baptist 
Church, Dallas

6:30 p.m. - Acoustic 
Music Jam, Guthrie 
Park, 4320 Kings Valley 
Highway S.

7:30 p.m. - Alcoholics 
Anonymous Speaker 
Meeting, Dallas Church, 
450 SE Washington St.    

Saturday, Jan. 17
11 a.m. - Streamside 

Stewardship, Monmouth 
Public Library, 168 Ecols 
St. S.

6 p.m. - Live Music: 

Northwest Transit Band, 
Elysium Botanicals Wines 
and Vineyard, 8175 Buena 
Vista Road, Independence, 
$10 cover charge

7 p.m. - Alcoholics 
Anonymous Saturday 
Night Live, Faith Lutheran 
Church, 200 Monmouth-
Independence Highway, 
Monmouth

7:30 p.m. - Free Concert 
for WOU students: 
Nickerson-Rossi Dance, 
Smith Fine Arts, Central 
High School

Sunday, Jan. 18
2 p.m. - Live Music: 

Beth & Friends, Elysium 
Botanicals Wines and 
Vineyard, 8175 Buena 
Vista Road, Independence

7 p.m. - Alcoholics 
Anonymous Monmouth 
Big Book Study, Faith 
Lutheran Church, 200 
Monmouth-Independence 
Highway, Monmouth  

Monday, Jan. 19
Public libraries closed 

for Martin Luther King Jr. 
Holiday

7 a.m. - Alcoholics 
Anonymous Serenity at 
7, Life Center Foursquare 
Church, 437 D St., 
Independence

8 a.m. - Yoga, 
Monmouth Senior 
Community Center

9 a.m. - Stretch Exercise, 
Monmouth Senior 
Community Center

10 a.m. - Rotating 
Pinochle/5-Crowns Game/
Cards/Table Games, Dallas 
Area Senior Center

10 a.m. - Stretch 
Exercise/Hand & Foot/
Cribbage/ASL Class, 
Monmouth Senior 
Community Center

11 a.m. - Lunch w/Meals 
On Wheels, Monmouth 
Senior Community Center

12 p.m. - Bridge, Dallas 
Area Senior Center

12 p.m. - Alcoholics 
Anonymous Noon Step 
Study, Grace Baptist 
Church, 1855 E Ellendale 
Ave., Dallas 

1 p.m. - Walking Group, 
Dallas Area Senior Center

1 p.m. - Tai Chi with 
Cheryl/Technology Help 
with Ian, Monmouth 
Senior Community Center

4 p.m. - Youth Coding 
League, Independence 
Public Library, 175 
Monmouth St.

4 pm - Karaoke, Dallas 
Area Senior Center

5:30 p.m. - Independence 
Historic Preservation 
Commission meeting, City 
Hall, 555 Main St.

6:30 p.m. - New 
Horizons Orchestra, 
Monmouth Senior 
Community Center

7:30 p.m.- Alcoholics 
Anonymous Old Guthrie 
Park, Guthrie Park 
Community Center

Tuesday, Jan. 20
8 a.m. - Yoga, 

Monmouth Senior 
Community Center

9 a.m. - Chair Yoga/
Wii Bowling, Monmouth 
Senior Community Center

10 a.m. - Cards/Table 
Games, Dallas Area Senior 
Center 

10:15 a.m. - Low Impact 
Exercise, Dallas Area 
Senior Center 

10:30 a.m. - Children’s 
Storytime, for ages 5 
and under, Dallas Public 
Library, 950 Main St. 

10:30 a.m. - Circle of 
Friends, Dallas Area Senior 
Center

10:30 a.m. - Family 
Storytime Winter Series, 
for ages 3-5, Monmouth 
Public Library, 168 Ecols 
St. S.

11:10 a.m. - Low Impact 
Exercise, Dallas Area 
Senior Center 

12 p.m. - Pinochle, 
Monmouth Senior 
Community Center

1 p.m. - Bunko, Dallas 
Area Senior Center

6 p.m. - Winter Bingo, 
Two Wolves Taproom, 171 
SW Court St., Dallas

6:30 p.m. - Community 
Dance Class, Monmouth 

Senior Community Center
6:30 p.m. - Monmouth 

City Council meeting, City 
Hall, 151 Main St. W.

7 p.m. - Alcoholics 
Anonymous Tuesday 
Grace, Grace Baptist 
Church, 1855 E Ellendale 
Ave., Dallas

7 p.m. - Dallas City 
Council meeting, City Hall, 
187 SE Court St.

Wednesday, Jan. 21
8 a.m. - Yoga, 

Monmouth Senior 
Community Center

9 a.m. - Stretch Exercise, 
Monmouth Senior 
Community Center

10 a.m. - 4-Handed 
Pinochle/Card/Table 
Games, Dallas Area Senior 
Center

10 a.m. - Tai Chi with 
John/Stretch Exercise, 
Monmouth Senior 
Community Center

10:30 a.m. - Little Bitty 
Storytime, for babies and 
toddlers, Dallas Public 
Library, 950 Main St.

11 a.m. - Lunch w/Meals 
on Wheels, Monmouth 
Senior Community Center

11 a.m. - Mah-Jongg, 
Dallas Area Senior Center

11:45 a.m. - Better 
Together, Monmouth 
Senior Community Center

12 p.m. - Watch Repair 
& Knife Sharpening, 
Monmouth Senior 
Community Center

1 p.m. - Walking Group, 
Dallas Area Senior Center

1 p.m. - Ten Minute 
Writing, Monmouth Senior 
Community Center

4 p.m - Connecting 
Loose Threads for 
Charity, Monmouth Senior 
Community Center

7 p.m. - Monmouth 
Planning Commission 
meeting, City Hall, 151 
Main St. W. 

7:10 p.m. - Alcoholics 
Anonymous Newcomers 
Meeting, Trinity Lutheran 
Church, 320 SE Fir Villa 
Road, Dallas

Community Briefs
THE GATE HOSTS COMMUNITY 
PARTNERS BREAKFAST JAN. 30

The Gate Youth 
Association hosts a 
Community Partners 
Breakfast from 8:30-
9:30 a.m. Jan. 30 at the 
Gate Community Youth 
Center, 1501 Monmouth 
Ave. This breakfast is a 
chance to gather with local 
leaders and community 
partners, share a meal, and 
spend some time talking 
about how Gate Youth 
Association is support-
ing hundreds of youth 
each day through safe, 
engaging, and enriching 
programs. They’ll also 
share a brief update on 
what’s ahead, including 
a capital campaign for a 
6,000+ square-foot facility 
expansion that includes 
classrooms and dedicated 
spaces for meals, recre-
ation and community out-
reach opportunities. RSVP 
by Jan. 15 to partners@
thegateyouth.org or (503) 
868-4978.

SIGNUPS OPEN FOR ANNUAL 
BROCKWAY MEMORIAL 

GOLF TOURNEY
The 23rd Annual 

Brockway Memorial 
(Open) Golf Tournament is 
Feb. 7 at Cross Creek Golf 
Course. The event will 
be a two-person scramble 
format over 18 holes with 
a shotgun start at 8:30 a.m. 
Registration is $80 and 
includes green fees, hole 
prizes, gross/net prizes and 
snacks. A player does not 

need a handicap in order to 
compete in this tournament 
and the field is open to 
both men and women and 
mixed teams.

The tournament is ded-
icated to the memory of 
Marius “Brock” Brockway 
who passed away in 2013. 
A portion of the entry 
fees and pay ball will be 
donated to an organiza-
tion or foundation that is 
researching cures and cares 
for cancer patients.

The deadline for sign up 
is Jan. 30 and is limited to 
the first 120 paid players. 
For more information and/
or an application visit or 
call the pro-shop at (503) 
623-6666, go to the Cross 
Creek Facebook or website 
www.crosscreekgc.com.

BOOK CLUB MEETS JAN. 14
The Get Lit! Book Club 

meets at 6 p.m. Jan. 14 
at the Monmouth Public 
Library, 168 Ecols St. S., 
to discuss the book “The 
Invisible Life of Addie 
Larue” by V.E. Schwab. 

POLK COUNTY DEMOCRATS 
MEET JAN. 15

The first meeting of the 
Polk County Democrats 
in the new year will be 
via Zoom at 6:30 p.m. on 
Jan. 15. Join in to meet 
and hear from several can-
didates running for local 
offices this year. For more 
information and to receive 
the link to this meeting 
and be put on their email 
announcements list for 

future events, go to www.
polkdems.org, scroll down 
to Step 2, and click the 
link to subscribe to their 
newsletter. 

DANCE STUDIO HOSTS ALL 
AGES FAMILY DANCE JAN. 16
The Lora Michele Dance 

Studio hosts an All Ages 
Family Dance, with Music 
by DJ Kdub, from 4-6 
p.m. Jan. 16 at 939 S Main 
St., in Dallas. Admission 
is $5 per person or $25 for 
a family of five or more. 
Kids ages two and under, 
and support workers, get 
in free. For tickets, go to 
https://bit.ly/48VZ1t1.

DALLAS LIBRARY INTRODUCES 
NEW BOOK CLUB JAN. 17

The Dallas Public 
Library is introducing a 
new book club for anyone 
interested in reading in the 
sci-fi or fantasy genres. 
The club will be meeting 
the third Saturday of every 
month at 2 p.m. The first 
meeting is Jan. 17. The 
club will use this time to 
select choices to read as 
well as explain the club’s 
operating procedures. 
For anyone interested in 
joining, call the library at 
(503) 623-2633 or ask at 
the front desk on your next 
visit.

TALK ABOUT IT TUESDAY 
RETURNS JAN. 20

“Talk About It Tuesday,” 
sponsored by the Polk 
County Democrats, meets 
in person from 6:30-8:00 
p.m. on the third Tuesday 

of each month. On Jan. 
20, join a roundtable dis-
cussion with Rep. Paul 
Evans. They ask only that 
attendees bring their integ-
rity and empathy. For more 
information and to sign 
up for email notifications, 
go to www.polkdems.org, 
scroll to Step 2, and click 
the link to subscribe to 
their newsletter.

ODOT HOSTS DALLAS 
TRANSPORTATION SYSTEM 

OPEN HOUSE JAN. 21
ODOT hosts an open 

house on the Dallas 
Transportation System 
Plan Jan. 21 at the Dallas 
Civic Center, 945 Jefferson 
St. ODOT is working with 
the city of Dallas to update 
its Transportation System 
Plan (TSP). This is a long-
range plan that guides 
transportation investments 
and policies for the next 
20 years. Join in person to 
learn about the progress 
and to share your thoughts. 
Doors open at 4 p.m. 
Presentations are at 4:30 
p.m. and 5:30 p.m. For 
more information, visit the 
Dallas TSP Update website 
https://bit.ly/3Z8ZF1S.

DALLAS EVENT CENTER HOSTS 
BIG BAND JAZZ PARTY JAN. 24

The Dallas Event Center 
and Lora Michele Dance 
Studio present a Big Band 
Party with Big Band Jazz 
Party, from 7-10 p.m. 
Jan. 24 at 939 Main St., 
Dallas. Enjoy a fun eve-
ning of dancing, live jazz 

music, delicious food, and 
1920s-inspired costumes. 
To purchase tickets, go to 
https://bit.ly/48wFfpb.

PAJAMA PARTY FUNDRAISER 
RETURNS JAN. 24

Benedetto Vineyards, 
Sable House and New 
Morning Bakery Dallas 
host a Pajama Party 
Fundraiser from 4-7 p.m. 
Jan. 24 at 14020 Orchard 
Knob Road, Dallas. Grab 
your slippers and head 
to Benedetto Vineyards 
in support of this local, 
vital resource for domes-
tic and sexual violence 
victims. Bring donations 
of new pajamas and per-
sonal hygiene items to be 
entered into the raffle. Fun 
games and activities await 
at this Slumber Party-
themed event. 

4-H OFFERS INTRO 
TO BLACKSMITHING 
CLASS JAN. 27

Oregon 4-H Polk County 
and OSU Extension 
present an Introduction 
to Blacksmithing Class 
from 9-11 a.m. Jan. 27 
at Vonhelmick Knife 
Company in Falls City. For 
ages 10-18, create your 
own letter opener to take 
home. Registration fee is 
$10 for enrolled 4-H mem-
bers and $15 for non-mem-
bers. Go to https://beav.es/
smithletteropener.

MONMOUTH LIBRARY HOSTS 
LEGO PARTY JAN. 28

The Friends of the 
Monmouth Library present 

a Lego party and con-
test from 3-4:30 p.m. at 
the Monmouth Public 
Library, 168 Ecols St. S., 
in Monmouth. Celebrate 
Lego’s birthday, build 
with our Legos, and create 
a spaceship to enter our 
Lego contest! For ages 
5-18.

TICKETS ON SALE NOW 
FOR WILLAMETTE VALLEY 
SYMPHONY CONCERTS

The Willamette Valley 
Symphony, featuring 
musicians from Polk and 
Marion Counties, presents 
Brahms’ Double Concerto 
and a Reflection on Nature 
at 7 p.m., Feb. 7 at the 
Albany Performing Arts 
Center at West Albany 
High School and at 4 p.m. 
Feb. 8 at Ashbrook Private 
School in Corvallis. 
Tickets are $22 for adults 
ages 18-65, $20 for seniors 
65 and older and free for 
youth 17 and under. To 
purchase tickets, go to 
www.ticketleap.events/
events/wvsymphony.

MINET HOSTS BOARD OF 
DIRECTORS MEETING JAN. 28

Monmouth-
Independence Network 
(MINET) Board of 
Directors meets at 5 p.m 
Jan. 28. Join them in per-
son at Monmouth Public 
Works, 401 N Hogan 
Road, in Monmouth, or 
virtually. For agenda and 
virtual link details go to 
https://minetfiber.com/
board-of-directors.
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PUBLIC RECORD
Information for the 

report comes from law 
enforcement agencies. 
Not all calls for service 
are included. The status 
of arrests reported may 
change after further 
investigation. Individuals 
arrested or suspected of 
crimes are considered 
innocent until proven 
guilty. 

DALLAS POLICE DEPARTMENT
Wednesday, Dec. 31

At 7:09 a.m., a report 
of a suspicious person at 
Goodwill. Officers were 
unable to locate a suspect.

At 12:09 p.m., a sub-
ject was trespassed from 
a location on Douglas 
Street.

At 1:07 p.m., a resident 
approached an officer on 
Court Street to report a 
subject was trying to set 
his house on fire. The 
officer did not see a fire 
when he stopped at the 
house. He suspected the 
resident was an emotion-
ally disturbed person.

At 4:29 p.m., a motorist 
on Ellendale Avenue was 
cited for driving uninsured 
and also received a writ-
ten warning for failing to 
renew registration.

At 8:03 p.m., a juvenile 
driver on Miller Avenue 
was cited for speeding 38 
mph in a 25-mph zone.

At 9:31 p.m., a report 
that after a stroll down 
Southeast Levens Street, 
Rooster the dog (a golden 
lab) went home.

At 9:35 p.m.,  Jesse 
Wolfenbarger, of 
Dallas, was arrested on 
Washington Street and 
lodged at Polk County 
Jail where he was charged 
with driving while sus-
pended - misdemeanor. 

At 10:55 p.m., a com-
plaint of loud music on 
Ellendale Avenue. An 
officer talked with the 
homeowner who turned 
the music off. 

Thursday, Jan. 1
At 12;52 a.m., a noise 

complaint over a party on 
Arthur Street. The music 
was turned down.

At 6:29 a.m., a resident 
on Hankel Street reported 
two people messing with 
a vehicle stereo in front 
of their house. An officer 
contacted a subject in the 
driver seat who advised 
he had just bought the 
vehicle and he was put-
ting in a new stereo with 
his friend who lived near 
where they were parked. 

Wednesday, Jan. 2
At 3:45 a.m., a 216 Jeep 

was repossessed on Crider 
Street.

At 11:43 a.m., a resi-
dent found a wandering 
dog with a tag in her 
neighborhood on Fowler 
Street. The tag number 
was used to locate and 
contact the owner who 
advised he would go pick 
his dog up. 

At 4:18 p.m., a sub-
ject was formally tres-
passed from a location on 
Fairview Avenue.

At 8:13 p.m., an 
18-year-old admitted to 
theft of a liquor bottle 
from a Safeway store in 
Salem and drinking it at 
her friend’s apartment. 
She was forthcoming and 
took ownership of her 
decisions. She received a 
verbal warning for minor 
in possession.

At 11:30 p.m.,  a jump-
box was deployed to start 
the designated driver’s car 
on Church Street.

Thursday, Jan. 3
A motorist called to 

report he had lost con-
trol of his vehicle after 
attempting to pass a gar-
bage truck on Fairview 
Avenue. He advised he 
was okay and did not 
show any signs of impair-
ment. He left his contact 
information at one of the 

residences presumed to be 
the owner of a trash can 
that was damaged.

At 9:34 a.m., a back-
pack was found on Court 
Street and was placed into 
safekeeping at the police 
station. Officers contacted 
the owner at home.

At 10:58 a.m., a report 
that on Court Street the 
front window to business 
was shattered by a large 
rock some time during the 
night. 

At 2:07 p.m., Allan 
Cunningham was arrested 
on Church Street and was 
charged with criminal 
mischief 2. He was lodged 
at Polk County Jail.

At 2:15 p.m., a report 
of a late theft on Cooper 
Street. 

At 8:27 p.m., a report 
of an abandoned vehicle 
in the lane of travel on 
Fairview Avenue across 
from the cemetery. The 
vehicle was no longer 
abandoned as the officer 
was unable to locate it.

Friday, Jan. 4
At 6:06 p.m., a report 

that money was stolen 
from Walmart.

At 6:31 p.m., a motorist 
on Walnut Avenue was 
cited failing to renew reg-
istration and no insurance.

At 7:34 p.m., a report of 
an RV trailer fire on Main 
Street.

At 11:11 p.m., a 
motorist was stopped on 
Main Street for multiple 
violations and weaving. 
The driver had watery/
blood shot eyes and was 
argumentative and trouble 
dividing attention. The 
driver performed just well 
enough on a field sobriety 
test to not be arrested, but 
did receive a verbal warn-
ing for the violations.  

Saturday, Jan. 5
At 9:16 a.m., a motorist 

on Orchard Drive was 
cited for speeding 47 mph 
in a 25-mph zone.

At 2:23 p.m., a report 
of people feeding the 
Squirrels on Brandvold 
Drive. No crimes were 
reported.

At 9:14 p.m., a motor-
ist on Monmouth Cutoff 
Road was cited for failing 
to carry/present a license 
and was verbally warned 
for multiple violations.

Monday, Jan. 6
At 3:50 a.m., an 

Amazon driver on 
Ellendale Avenue stopped 
for speeding 37 mph 
in a 25-mph zone and 
was cited for failure to 
carry proof of financial 
responsibility.

At 4:33 a.m., 
Maximillian Townsdin, 
of Seattle, was arrested 
on Washington Street and 
charged with giving false 
information about liabil-
ity insurance to a police 
officer.

At 9:19 a.m., a resi-
dent on Academy Street 
reported 7-8 juveniles 
were possibly fighting 
nearby. The juveniles 
were gone upon officers’ 
arrival. 

At 10:07 a.m., a report 
of a two-vehicle crash on 
Kings Valley Highway. 
There were no injuries 
and it was non-blocking. 
One vehicle was towed. 
Damage was over $2,500.

At 4:16 p.m., a report 
of a two vehicle, t-bone 
crash on Kings Valley 
Highway. There were no 
injuries, and it was non 
blocking. Damage was 
over $2,500. 

Tuesday, Jan. 7
At 12:43 a.m., a 2016 

Toyota Highlander was 
repossessed on Glendover 
Lane.

At 4:27 a.m., a report of 
possible shots in the 100 
block of Northeast Fern 
Street. An officer checked 
the area but was unable to 
locate anything. 

At 8:35 a.m., a motorist 

on Jefferson Street was 
cited for speeding 37 mph 
in a 20-mph zone.

At 10:08 a.m., a report 
of a motorist that sheared 
through a power pole on 
Academy Street, requiring 
full pole replacement. 
There was heavy front 
end damage to the driv-
er’s side of the vehicle. 
The vehicle drove away. 
The incident is still under 
investigation.   

At 1:43 p.m., a motorist 
came into the station to 
report he was the one who 
crashed into the power 
pole earlier this morning. 

At 2:36 p.m., Charlotte 
Roberts was cited and 
released on Ellendale 
Avenue for trespass 2.

At 3:27 p.m., a motorist 
on Orchard Drive was 
cited for speeding 39 mph 
in a 25-mph zone and 
received a written warning 
driving while suspended 
- violation. Their driver’s 
license was seized. 

At 3:41 p.m., a motor-
ist on Levens Street 
was cited for driving 
uninsured.

INDEPENDENCE POLICE 
DEPARTMENT

Wednesday, Dec. 31 
A family argument over 

a child making too much 
noise in the 100 block of 
North Walnut Street ended 
with Alexandra Matson 
being taken into custody 
and being charged with 
felony assault 4 for biting 
a family member.

At 9:20 a.m., a report 
of chickens in the bed 
of a truck traveling on 
Monmouth Street. An 
officer found the chickens 
were live in feed backs, 
which were eventually 
taken by the owner to a 
butcher to be eaten.

At 10:45 a.m., a subject 
reported four of her med-
ication bottles went miss-
ing from the top of her car 
on Evergreen Drive.

An on-duty sergeant 
was driving in the 1500 
block of Monmouth Street 
and witnessed lit fire-
works being tossed out 
of the vehicle in front of 
him. A traffic stop was 
performed, and the ser-
geant seized a quart-sized 
bag of fireworks. Crystal 
Trocha was cited for 
offensive littering.

Thursday, Jan. 1
At 10:57 a.m., a report 

of Rottweiler dogs loose 
on D Street. All the dogs 
were returned home.

A bar employee in the 
1000 block of Monmouth 
Street called asking for 
assistance in removing a 
couple of subjects at the 
bar who’d been cut off 
from being served due to 
their behavior and were 
causing a disturbance. 
Autumn Snyder was not 
forthcoming with her 
identity but an assisting 
officer identified her and 
knew that Snyder had a 
cite and release warrant. 
Snyder continued to give 
a different name, though 
officers positively iden-
tified her. She was trans-
ferred to Polk County Jail 
where Snyder struggled 
with jail deputies and 
kicked at them as they 
admitted her. Snyder was 
charged with giving false 
information to a police 
officer, assaulting a police 
officer and a warrant out 
of Jackson County.

At 12:24 p.m., a male 
subject was arrested on 
Monmouth Street and 
charged with parole 
violation.

A sergeant made a 
traffic stop at Northgate 
and Gun Club roads for 
speeding and detected 
signs of the motorist 
being intoxicated. After a 
poor performance on the 
standard field sobriety 
tests, Samuel Bauder was 

transported to the police 
station where he blew a 
.11% blood alcohol con-
tent. Bauder was cited and 
released for driving under 
the influence.

A backpack that had 
been found outside the 
library was turned over 
to a police officer. It was 
identified as belonging to 
Sergio Jimenez and the 
officer spotted Jimenez a 
short while later. While 
attempting to return the 
backpack, Jimenez was 
found to be under the 
influence of alcohol so 
a detainer was placed as 
that’s a violation of his 
release agreement. He was 
transported to jail where 
he blew a .19% blood 
alcohol content.

At 5:25 p.m., officers 
responded to a report of 
three fighting in the park 
off Main Street. They 
caught up with two of 
the three youths who 
confirmed they were only 
play fighting. The youths 
were released to their 
parents.

Friday, Jan. 2
A community member 

witnessed two men come 
on his property in the 300 
block of North Ash Street 
and one attempted to take 
bags of cans on the side 
of his house. They were 
confronted and left on 
foot. Arriving officers 
located the men a couple 
of blocks away. Enrique 
Martinez was found to 
have a probation violation 
warrant out of Jackson 
County and was lodged at 
the Polk County Jail.

Saturday, Jan. 3
On Jan. 3, it was 

reported that Theresa 
Portillo struck her ex’s 
face on Jan. 1 when he 
told her that their rela-
tionship was over. This 
occurred as the victim was 
buckling a minor into a 
car seat. A few days later, 
Portillo arrived at her ex’s 
house in the 400 block of 
North 13th Street to pick 
up her child and began 
smacking her ex as he 
handed the child over. As 
family members struggled 
to get the child away from 
Portillo, she continued to 
combat adults with the 
child on her hip. It was 
later found that the child 
was uninjured but got 
sprayed with blood from 
the father’s nose getting 
punched by Portillo. 
Portillo was arrested and 
charged with two counts 
of felony assault 4, three 
counts of physical harass-
ment, disorderly conduct 2 
and reckless endangering. 
Portillo was transported to 
the Polk County Jail.

Sunday, Jan. 4
At 10:14 a.m., a driving 

complaint of a possi-
bly intoxicated motorist 
parked at Tractor Supply. 
Officers were unable to 
find the motorist after 
they left the area.

At 4:39 p.m., a report of 
a male subject was trying 
locked doors of parked 
cars on Main Street. The 
subject was detained. But 
after everyone an officer 
talked with about the inci-
dent, none wanted to pur-
sue charges. The subject 
was released.

Monday, Jan. 5
At 3:11 p.m., a driving 

complaint of a motorist 
who hit a stop sign on 
Jackson Street and drove 
away on two flat tires. 
Officers caught up with 
the motorist, a juvenile, 
at his home, where he’d 
gone to return the car to 
its owner, his sister, and 
call his mother. The youth 
passed a field sobriety test 
but was cited and released 
for hit and run - property 
and no operator’s license.

At 8:37 p.m., John Hoy 
was arrested on an out-
standing failure to appear 

warrant and was lodged at 
Polk County Jail. 

 Tuesday, Jan. 6 
An officer on traffic 

patrol observed a driver 
with a cell phone in her 
hand looking down as she 
passed him. The officer 
performed a traffic stop 
at Monmouth and South 
4th streets and discov-
ered that this was Samira 
Evan’s third offense in 
recent years for driving a 
motor vehicle while using 
a mobile electronic device 
which rises to the level 
of misdemeanor criminal 
offense. Evans was cited 
and released.

At 11:16 a.m., a motor-
ist on Monmouth Street 
was cited for using cell 
phone while driving.

Wednesday, Jan. 7
At 10:50 a.m., a resi-

dent on D Street reported 
nails and screws have 
been appearing randomly 
in and outside their drive-
way. There is no suspect 
information yet.

At 11:14 p.m., officers 
responded to a fight call 
at a bar on Monmouth 
Street. It turned out to be 
a possible prank call. 

MONMOUTH POLICE 
DEPARTMENT

Thursday, Jan. 1
DUII: A person was 

arrested and charged with 
driving under the influ-
ence of intoxicants at the 
intersection of Warren and 
Main streets and lodged at 
the Polk County Jail. The 
person’s blood alcohol 
content was 0.15%.

Animal:  A person 
called regarding dogs 
barking at an apartment 
unit. The caller reported 
the barking was “all day” 
but mostly occurred when 
people were walking by 
or when the caller made 
noise in their own apart-
ment. The dogs were not 
barking at the time of the 
call, and the caller did not 
need a police department 
response. The caller was 
encouraged to continue 
working with the landlord, 
as the Monmouth Police 
Department has not been 
able to substantiate any 
violations as of this time.

Fight: A report of 
three people fighting in 
Main Street Park. Upon 
arrival, two males were 
seen running east through 
the alleyway. An officer 
contacted one person who 
stated they were “play 
fighting” with two other 
people. Another per-
son was located behind 
Dominos and reported 
something similar. The 
third person was not 
located. The two individ-
uals located were released 
to their parents. No 
Further Action.

Fraud: A person 
reported someone opening 
a line of credit through 
a retailer using her 
name, address and Social 
Security Number. Nearly 
$9,000 was charged but 
she was able to dispute 
this with the retailer. She 
also reported receiving 
a credit card in the mail 
from BlueVine associ-
ated with a fake business 
name, which she was also 
able to dispute, and has 
since notified different 
credit agencies to flag her 
information. She is not 
currently out any money. 

Theft: A person reported 
a bag of cans was taken 
from her front door. She 
will be sending video of 
the suspect. She does not 
want to press charges but 
is concerned about her 
children in her home.

Friday, Jan. 2
Arrest: A person was 

arrested at Taco Bell on 
an outstanding Marion 
County warrant for failure 
to appear. The person was 
transported and lodged at 

the Polk County Jail. 
Driving: A complainant 

reported her daughter had 
left intoxicated. An offi-
cer checked the area and 
was unable to locate the 
vehicle. An officer also 
checked her apartment 
and her ex-boyfriend’s 
residence based on pre-
vious records, but she 
was unable to locate. The 
mother said her daughter 
is going through undiag-
nosed issues related to 
emotional distress.

Fraud: A person called 
back regarding a fraudu-
lent gift card bought on 
a social media market-
place. He said he met the 
seller at a high school 
and bought a $100 gift 
card for $35. He checked 
the balance at the time of 
purchase, and it showed 
$100, but when he got 
home and tried to use it 
online, the balance was 
$0.00. The officer called 
the seller, who said he 
thought there was $100 
on the card and was will-
ing to work things out 
if that was not the case. 
The officer tried to update 
the buyer but he did not 
answer.

Criminal Mischief: A 
person reported that he 
put another individual up 
in a room for New Year’s 
Eve and was told by the 
hotel he would be respon-
sible and charged for 
damages left in the room. 
The person said he was 
consulting with an attor-
ney already and did not 
want the other individual 
charged for any crimes. 
He wanted a police 
report for documentation 
purposes.

Animal: A person 
reported an ongoing issue 
with a barking dog. The 
dog owner was called and 
said he would have his 
brother put the dog inside. 

Crash: Officers passed 
by a bicycle vs. vehi-
cle crash that had just 
occurred at the intersec-
tion of Clay and Highway 
99. The driver of the 
vehicle reported pulling 
out from Clay Street East 
onto Highway 99 and 
not seeing the bicyclist, 
causing the vehicle to 
hit the backside of the 
bicycle’s cart and the 
bicyclist to fall. A witness 
reported seeing the bicy-
clist weaving in and out 
of the bike lane prior to 
being hit. Crash exchange 
forms were given to both 
involved parties, and med-
ics provided the bicyclist 
a courtesy ride home.

Alarm: A report of an 
interior movement alarm 
was made at a residence. 
The owner’s parents 
arrived, and officers 
cleared the house. No one 
was located inside, and 
there were no signs of 
entry. 

Driving: A person 
reported a vehicle almost 
swerving into him on 
Highway 22, cutting him 
off. The person said he 
tried to get the other vehi-
cle to pull over, got back 
in front of the vehicle, 
then was passed again. 
The person followed the 
other vehicle home to 
Monmouth then left after 
calling. The officer talked 
to the person about the 
proper response to these 
kinds of situations, such 
as creating distance rather 
than trying to confront the 
other driver.

Driving: A caller wanted 
to report a loud sports 
car driving fast on Clay 
Street and said it was pos-
sibly associated with her 
neighbor across the street. 
The caller did not know 
what the car looked like 
and said it was no longer 
in the area but requested 

See POLICE, page B7
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extra patrol.
Alarm: A residential 

alarm was reported. An 
officer spoke to a resident 
and was given permission 
to check around the home. 
The owner does not know 
why her alarm keeps 
going off.

Saturday, Jan. 3
Driving: A citizen 

waved down officers to 
report seeing two vehicles 
doing burnouts in front of 
a store. Officers patrolled 
the area but did not see 
any vehicles matching the 
description.

Domestic Dispute: A 
person called and reported 
her neighbors were out-
side physically fighting. 
Officers arrived and 
learned that a female had 
gotten home intoxicated 
and began a verbal alter-
cation with her signifi-
cant other and adult son. 
During the altercation, the 
female bit her significant 
other and hit/grabbed onto 
her adult son. Neighbors 
also witnessed the female 
hitting and screaming at 
the other two. The victims 
were not forthcoming 
with information once 
they realized the female 
was most likely getting 
arrested. The female was 
arrested and charged with 
harassment (domestic vio-
lence) on two counts and 
disorderly conduct 2. She 
was lodged at the Polk 
County Jail.

Domestic Dispute: 
A person pulled into 
the Police Department 
because a male was refus-
ing to get out of her car. 
He put her in a headlock 
and then pulled out a 
knife and threatened to 
kill her. Officers attempted 
to locate him but could 
not find him. Probable 
cause was established for 
harassment and menacing 
domestic violence for the 
male.

Animal: A brown preg-
nant lab dog with a brown 
collar was reported run-
ning loose in a parking 
lot. Officers were unable 
to locate it.

Fraud: A person 
reported that her daughter 
sold a vehicle, and the 
buyer paid in cash. The 
person went to the bank 
and was informed one of 
the $100 bills was fraudu-
lent. She is bringing in the 
bills and other information 
later in the day. 

Citizen Contact: A 
male living in a distant 
city received a call from 
a person claiming to be a 
sergeant with the depart-
ment who wanted to speak 
to him about his grand-
daughter, providing her 
approximate age. He was 
informed that no such per-
son works at the depart-
ment, and it is likely a 
scam, as law enforcement 
would not request money, 
gift cards, or cryptocur-
rency over the phone. He 
was told that for a real 
concern, an officer would 
call back. He was already 
aware of these types of 
scams and thanked the 
officer.

Ordinance Violation: 
Residents called about 
a vehicle parked on the 
street blocking their 
entrance walkway that had 
not moved for weeks. The 
involved vehicle was reg-
istered across the street, 
and an officer spoke with 
the registered owner, 
who said he would move 
the vehicle as soon as 
possible.

Check Welfare: A per-
son called the non-emer-
gency line reporting she 
was in an abusive relation-
ship. She reported being 
very scared and that her 
significant other threat-
ened to cancel her insur-
ance and phone. She was 
also scared of what he 

would do after the police 
left. Contact was made 
with both individuals. 
Based on observations, the 
significant other has full 
control of the caller and 
her belongings, and she 
has been isolated. The sig-
nificant other has a history 
of self-harm but was not 
feeling suicidal or wanting 
to harm anyone during the 
conversation. The caller 
made comments that he 
was going to kill her once 
the officers left, but she 
refused to leave with them 
despite being offered mul-
tiple options. No crimes 
were reported, and there 
was no probable cause for 
a protective custody hold. 
Both people were advised 
to stay separated.

Follow Up: The county 
jail provided an Oregon 
Identification card belong-
ing to a male, which was 
found in his girlfriend’s 
wallet. As he is the vic-
tim, they did not want to 
leave it with her. It was 
entered into evidence for 
safekeeping.

Sunday, Jan. 4
Warrant: A person was 

arrested on an outstanding 
failure to appear warrant 
out of Polk County and 
was lodged at the Polk 
County Jail.

Driving: A driving 
complaint was received 
about a person driving 
while intoxicated who 
was parked at a store. 
The black vehicle and 
male driver were last seen 
heading east on a street 
but were unable to be 
located.

Harassment: A person 
came to the station to 
report harassment but left 
before an officer came 
out. She later called and 
reported that two other 
people are threatening her, 
calling her names, and 
banging on her bedroom 
door. She stated they are 
trying to kick her out 
without doing an eviction 
and are making police 
reports about her. She said 
she is getting a restrain-
ing order in the morning. 
She was told the incident 
would be documented for 
her, but she should try 
to stay civil so no one is 
arrested.

Assist Other Agency: 
An officer covered an 
incident for another 
agency on a domestic 
disturbance where it was 
reported five people were 
fighting outside, and 
one was holding a baby. 
Interviews were con-
ducted, and video footage 
was obtained.

Suspicious Activity: A 
report was received that 
a person was trying the 
doors of locked vehicles. 
There were multiple 
witnesses, but no one 
who could be contacted 
wanted to pursue the 
case. Nothing appeared 
damaged, and the person 
left the area after being 
released.

Suspicious Activity: A 
person called to report 
that his son was with 
his mother in another 
city when he overheard 
another person make a 
comment about shooting 
him. The person making 
the threat is reportedly 
angry that the caller 
found out two other peo-
ple had overdosed. The 
caller mentioned that the 
person making the threat 
possesses a small hand-
gun that he keeps in his 
pocket.

Domestic Disturbance: 
A domestic disturbance 
involving two people 
was reported. One person 
stated the other should 
get a drug test and that 
the second person had 
shoved and chest-bumped 
her once. The first person 
wanted the second person 
to leave, but the second 
person lives at the home. 
The first person agreed to 
go to her home in another 

city to separate.
Monday, Jan. 5

Assist Other Agency: 
An aggressive dog jumped 
a fence and attacked 
the complainant’s dog 
in the backyard. The 
dog’s owner could not be 
located, and when an offi-
cer attempted to catch the 
loose dog, it had already 
left the area.

Assist Other Agency: 
A request was made to 
locate a hit and run sus-
pect for a police depart-
ment in another city. An 
officer visited the person’s 
old address and spoke 
with residents who con-
firmed the person had 
moved over a year ago. 
Searches for the person 
and the vehicle (a blue 
truck) were unsuccessful.

Animal: A call was 
received regarding two 
loose dogs (a German 
shepherd and a golden 
retriever) near an inter-
section. The dogs were 
briefly located at a park 
but ran off again. They 
were later seen with a 
male who claimed he was 
not the owner. All were 
gone when the officer 
followed up. The dogs 
are believed to reside at 
nearby apartments. 

Arrest: A person turned 
himself in on an out-
standing warrant at the 
police department and was 
lodged at the county cor-
rectional facility.

Check Welfare: An offi-
cer spoke with a person 
who reported a physical 
incident after officers 
had left her house on a 
previous day. She did 
not want to press charges 
but wanted information 
on safe ways to leave 
her current situation. She 
expressed fear that the 
other individual would 
obtain a copy of the police 
report because of sensitive 
details she disclosed. A 
supplement will be added 
to an existing case file.

Citizen Contact: A per-
son came to the police 
department to report a 
vehicle crash that hap-
pened on a highway. The 
other driver provided 
their name and an expired 
insurance card. The 
damage appeared to be 
under $2,500. The person 
who reported the crash 
was advised to contact 
the State Police if they 
required a formal police 
report.

Field Interview Report: 
An officer located a male 
covered in a blanket sit-
ting against a room door 
at a lodging establishment. 
The person was locked 
out of his room in his 
underwear in the cold 
rain. Management was 
contacted, confirmed the 
room was his, and let him 
back inside.

Hit and Run: A driving 
complaint was received 
about a vehicle that hit 
a stop sign at an inter-
section and then drove 
away on two flat tires. 
The vehicle was located 
at a nearby address. The 
driver, matching a witness 
description, admitted to 
hitting the sign and driv-
ing home to contact the 
vehicle’s owner and his 
mother. He consented to 
field sobriety tests and 
performed well. He was 
cited and released for hit 
and run and driving with-
out an operator’s license. 
Public Works was noti-
fied, and a temporary stop 
sign was placed.

Parking: A caller 
reported a van blocking 
a driveway. The vehicle 
was associated with a spe-
cific person. The officer 
contacted the person, who 
was sleeping in the back 
of the van, and he agreed 
to move it immediately.

Tuesday, Jan. 6
Check Welfare: The 

police department received 
a check welfare call from 

a 911 number with a per-
son saying, “HELP ME.” 
Although the location was 
not precise, an officer 
made contact at the home. 
The person explained 
that a person from a past 
relationship messages her 
from random numbers, 
and he finds new ones 
when she blocks them. 
She stated she was fine, 
and it was unclear if the 
call was from the ex-boy-
friend or someone else.

Crash: A person 
reported she was involved 
in a crash at an intersec-
tion and followed the 
other vehicle after it left 
the scene until it was out 
of sight. A second call 
reported the suspect vehi-
cle at a specific address. 
The officer contacted the 
driver, who claimed his 
vehicle was hit but had no 
visible damage and said 
he drove around looking 
for the involved driver. 
An exchange form was 
given to him, and he was 
cited and released for an 
outstanding warrant from 
a different city.

Found Property: A 
person reported finding 
a red phone with a light 
gray case near her resi-
dence and turned it into 
the police department. 
Another person called the 
following day to report 
the phone as stolen, was 
advised it was turned in, 
and retrieved it.

Information: A report 
was received from another 
city’s police department 
concerning a domestic 
violence incident that 
took place in that city on 
a previous date between a 
married couple who live 
locally.

Theft: A person reported 
a male took two bags of 
cans from the side of his 
yard. When confronted, 
the male sped off in a 
black vehicle. Officers 
were unable to locate the 
vehicle during a search of 
the area. The suspect, who 
is the registered owner’s 
boyfriend, was later iden-
tified. He was at work but 
agreed to set up a time to 
meet with the officer.

Wednesday, Jan. 7
Assist Other Agency: 

The fire department 
requested the police 
department stand by for 
an unknown medical call. 
A person called requesting 
medics at another person’s 
house, and screaming and 
cursing could be heard 
before the line discon-
nected. Law enforce-
ment assistance was not 
needed, and the person 
who called the medics 
was transported for further 
evaluation.

Disturbance: The new 
manager of a business 
reported a verbal distur-
bance with a person who 
was handing out religious 
materials in the fuel pump 
area while preaching. 
The manager allowed the 
person to vocalize his 
message but asked him 
not to hand out items. 
The person became irate, 
screamed at the manager, 
and left. An officer later 
contacted the person, 
who became irate and 
screamed at the officer 
while recording.

Domestic Dispute: A 
person called with a trans-
lator to report a domestic 
incident that occurred on 
a previous date between 
him and a female, stating 
she pushed him against a 
car, causing back pain. He 
initially claimed she hit 
him with her car but then 
retracted the statement. 
The initial call mentioned 
custody issues, but he 
would not elaborate, 
only stating he wants the 
female to pay medical 
expenses. Due to the lan-
guage barrier and the male 
not directly answering 
questions, he was advised 
that an officer who speaks 
his language would 

contact him to better 
understand the situation.

Stolen Vehicle: A sto-
len vehicle report was 
received for a green truck 
with an Oregon plate. The 
caller stated she noticed 
the vehicle was missing 
from her driveway about 
five minutes after arriving 
home with her husband’s 
friends. The vehicle was 
later found by a county 
agency at an intersection 
in another area.

Suspicious Activity: A 
person wanted to notify 
the police department that 
someone may have been 
lurking around his truck 
while he was at his moth-
er’s house. He reported 
seeing his truck lights turn 
on but confirmed there 
was no damage, nothing 
missing, and he did not 
see anyone nearby. He 
wanted the department to 
be aware in case someone 
was in the area attempting 
to break into vehicles that 
night.

Warrant: An officer 
stopped a vehicle, and 
the driver had two out-
standing failure to appear 
warrants from one county 
and an additional war-
rant from another. Upon 
searching the driver, an 
officer located a substance 
that tested positive for 
a controlled substance. 
The driver was lodged at 
the county correctional 
facility for his warrants 
and was also charged with 
unlawful possession of a 
controlled substance.  

POLK COUNTY 
SHERIFF’S OFFICE

Wednesday, Dec. 31
At 8:11 a.m., a male 

subject was arrested 
on Jefferson Street and 
charged with burglary 2. 

At 8:48 a.m., an 
employee of Going Green 
reported a male subject 
had been disorderly, 
berated an employee, 
calling her a bitch, then 
got in the face of the 
complainant when he 
was told to leave. The 
subject left in a vehicle 
in an unknown direction. 
Deputies were unable to 
locate the subject through 
his license. The employee 
wanted the subject offi-
cially trespassed.

At 10:48 a.m., a report 
that a Smith & Wesson 
magazine containing four 
hollow point 9mm bullets 
was found in a ditch on 
Simpson Road. A deputy 
retrieved the magazine 
and bullets to be placed 
in evidence for safe 
keeping.

At 12 p.m., a deputy 
tagged a trailer for tow 
on Gold Creek Access 
Road and contacted a few 
recreators nearby hop-
ing to get a lead on the 
registered owner but was 
unsuccessful.

At 8:22 p.m., a deputy 
responded to a report of 
a dog running westbound 
in the eastbound lane of 
Highway 18 near mile-
post 24. The deputy was 
unable to locate the dog. 

At 11:15 p.m., a motor-
ist on Clow Corner Road 
was stopped after flash-
ing its bright lights at a 
deputy. The driver was 
cited for no insurance. 
The DMV showed it ter-
minated in the driver’s 
insurance in December. 

At 11:17 p.m., a deputy 
covered Oregon State 
Police when they found 
the driver from a hit and 
run.

Thursday, Jan. 1
At 12:08 a.m. a motor-

ist on Riddell Road was 
cited for driving while 
suspended - violation and 
for speeding 80 mph in a 
55-mph zone.

At 1:18 a.m., a resi-
dent on Red Prairie Road 
reported hearing shots 
that had been going on 
for four hours. A deputy 
parked nearby for approx-
imately 10 minutes but 

did not hear anything.
At 2:33 a.m., a motorist 

was stopped on Ellendale 
Avenue for traveling 
too slow, going 20 mph 
in a 30-mph zone. The 
driver showed multiple 
indicators of impairment, 
including admission to 
“two drinks” several 
hours prior. However, the 
driver performed very 
well on a field sobriety 
test and received a verbal 
warning for the speed.

At 5:35 a.m., a deputy 
responded to a report of a 
crashed vehicle on Zena 
Road. The Honda Civic. 
Both plates had been 
removed, the front wind-
shield was broken and the 
VIN had been removed. 
There were no reports of 
stolen vehicles fitting the 
description from neigh-
boring counties. The car 
was tagged for abandoned 
tow.

At 6:47 a.m., a motor-
ist was stopped on Zena 
Road. The driver initially 
gave his brother’s name 
but was identified as 
Luis Montes. Montes had 
an outstanding warrant. 
In addition, he failed a 
field sobriety test. He 
was arrested on the out-
standing warrant and was 
also charged with driving 
under the influence of an 
intoxicant, giving false 
information, and iden-
tity theft. He was later 
charged with menacing 
and harassment after his 
girlfriend reported he 
threatened to crash the 
car and kill them and was 
pushing her around in the 
car. Montes registered 
a BAC of .09% at Polk 
County Jail.

At 4:14 p.m., a resi-
dent on Harmony Road 
reported his neighbor’s 
dogs got out again and 
trespassed on his prop-
erty. Today, he had to 
scare them off by shoot-
ing at them with buck-
shot. A deputy contacted 
the owner, Bonny Rivero 
who had been verbally 
warned about three weeks 
prior over the same thing. 
The deputy issued him a 
citation for dog as a pub-
lic nuisance.  

At 5:45 p.m., two Saint 
Bernard mixes were 
found near Airlie Road 
and Maple Grove Road. 
A deputy transported the 
dogs to the shelter and 
gave them food and a 
blanket. The owner later 
arrived to retrieve them. 
She was cited for no 
license for the dogs. 

Friday, Jan. 2
At 3:45 a.m., a 2016 

Jeep was repossessed on 
Crider Street in Dallas.

At 10:31 a.m., a late 
report of goats walking 
on Highway 22 near 
Sawtell Road.

At 1:43 p.m., a resident 
on Kings Valley Highway 
reported her neighbor’s 
dogs go loose again on 
her property. The owner 
was for dogs as a public 
nuisance.

At 2:11 p.m., a deputy 
investigated a report of 
possible domestic dis-
turbance on Falls City 
Road. The complainant 
could hear loud scream-
ing for approximately 
10 minutes. The deputy 
arrived and quickly heard 
the same blood curdling 
scream that was reported. 
The owner reported 
a kennelled dog that 
had separation anxiety 
while its owner was out 
momentarily. The kennel 
was mostly clean and the 
dog looked to be in good 
shape but was very loud 
and howly. 

At 4:14 p.m., deputies 
investigated a two-vehicle 
accident on Clow Corner 
Road where a chair fell 
out of the back of one 
vehicle, striking another. 
The at-fault driver was 
cited for driving while 

See POLICE, page B8
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Vienna Diehm and Yatzil 
Regalado, have auto-
matic berths to wrestle 
at the Classic, but still 
wrestled at a girls tour-
nament in Newberg 
on Sunday. Those that 

didn’t qualify will have a 
chance to avenge losing 
some close matches at 
the Kids Folkstyle State 
Championship at the end 
of the month. Panther 
kids will have a mini dual 
before the Central high 
school dual vs Lebanon 
on Jan. 14 at 5 p.m. at 

the Alumni gym before 
traveling to Redmond this 
weekend.

Placing 1st in North 
Bend were Logan 
Caraballo and Dominic 
Graham. 

2nd place finishers were 
Cohen Fugate and Tyson 
Turner. 

Coming in third were 
Wesley Butler, Matthew 
Mesdag and Tyler Fields. 

Fourth places went to 
Issac Vidal and Ezekiel 
Boldt. 

In Newberg Vienna 
Diehm placed first and 
Hazel Granum placed 
third.

Wrestling
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Eli Vidal checks the clock before turning his op-
ponent (Photo by Jessica Vidal) 

Vienna Diehm and Hazel Granum show off their 
hardware.

opened up the inside.
Burgett and Haines – 

the team’s posts – added 
12 and 11 points, respec-
tively, with most of their 
points coming from under 
the basket.

Burgett led the Panthers 
with 10 rebounds; Jack 
Holstine had six assists 
and seven boards.

It was a solid perfor-
mance overall for the 
Panthers.

“Our defensive prin-
ciples, especially in the 
half-court trap, and some 
new motion offense we 
wanted to implement,” 
Allen said when asked 
about his team’s positives. 
“I liked the movement we 
had that got our shooters 
open. We probably pulled 
the trigger a little early at 
times, but the spacing and 
movement were good to 
see.”

With the loss, the Royal 
Scots remain winless 
(0-3, 0-10 overall) on the 
season.

The Panthers (3-0, 
6-3) remained unbeaten 
in Mid-Willamette 
Conference play with a 
55-45 win over Woodburn 

on Friday.
The Panthers, down 

early, rallied for the win.
“I was very happy to 

see how the team bat-
tled back from an early 
deficit on the road, in 
a loud environment,” 
Allen said. “We really 
improved on our defen-
sive assignments.”

The Panthers held the 
Bulldogs (0-3, 2-8) score-
less for most of the third 
quarter while adding to 
their own point total.

“This helped push our 
lead to 19 points going 
into the fourth quarter,” 
Allen said.

Jack Holstine and 
Burgett powered the 
offense, netting 19 points 
and 17 points, respec-
tively. The pair also com-
bined for 13 rebounds.

Burgett added four 
assists and three assists, 
Haines a team-high eight 
boards.

The boys get two more 
chances to add to their 
fast start as they host 
Silverton on Jan. 16 and 
Corvallis on Jan. 20. Both 
games begin at 7 p.m.

Central was at Dallas 
on Jan. 13. Results were 
unavailable before press 
time.

Boys
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into each game with the 
mindset that we’re play-
ing the number one team 
in the state every night.”

The Panthers made it 
two straight wins as they 
came out on top, 43-35, 

at Woodburn on Friday.
Central did most of its 

damage in the first and 
fourth quarters, outscor-
ing the Bulldogs by 12 
points, 26-14, in those 
frames.

Natalie Ball led 
the Panthers with 12 
points while Henderson 
added 10 more. Thalia 

Betancourt added seven 
rebounds. Bella Names 
had seven steals and five 
assists.

Central was 10 of 18 
from the free throw line.

“The girls came out 
strong and played well,” 
Burleson said. “We had 
players step up and help 
balance out the scoring 

which will help us in 
future games this season.”

Woodburn had scor-
ing runs of its own, but 
couldn’t break through.

Time spent in the 
gym is beginning to pay 
dividends for the young 
Panthers.

“We maintained our 
composure and played 

smart down the stretch 
which helped us seal the 
win,” Burleson added. 
“The girls are working 
well together. They can 
see the benefits of what 
we’re trying to do in 
practice.”

A. Hernandez, with 
seven points, topped the 
Bulldogs.

Central hosts Silverton 
on Jan. 16 and Corvallis 
on Jan. 20. Both games 
begin at 5:30 p.m.

The Panthers are 2-1 
in the Mid-Willamette 
Conference, 2-7 overall.

The girls were at Dallas 
on Tuesday, but results 
from that game were not 
available at press time.

Girls
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suspended - violation, no 
insurance, and operating 
a vehicle with a leaking / 
sifting load. 

At 4:34 p.m., a stolen 
vehicle was recovered on 
Zena Road.

At 3:05 p.m., a stray 
dog was picked up and 
turned into the county 
dog kennel.

At 6:57 p.m., a report 
of a single vehicle, 
non-injury crash on Red 
Prairie Road. There was 
no evidence of intoxica-
tion in the driver, who 
had taken an S-curve too 
fast, left the roadway, 
and came to rest in some 
blackberry bushes. She 
was able to get her vehi-
cle out of the blackberry 
bushes without incident. 

At 7:45 p.m., a report 
of a non-injury, single 
vehicle, single occu-
pant crash in the 4700 
block of Riddell Road. 
The driver had run the 
stop sign and attempted 
to make a turn north-
bound onto Riddell Road 
from Hoffman Road. 
The driver then hit the 
ditch on the west side of 
Riddell Road and dam-
aged a gate. The driver 
was cited for failure to 
obey a traffic control 
device.

At 8:07 p.m., a report 
of a single-vehicle crash 
on Cooper Hollow Road. 
The driver, Ashton Beery 
had numerous signs of 
impairment and failed a 
field sobriety test. She 
blew a BAC of .15%. 
Beery was arrested and 
charged with driving 
under the influence of an 
intoxicant, reckless driv-
ing and reckless endan-
gering another person (a 
1-year-old passenger).

Saturday, Jan. 3
At 5:04 a.m., a report 

of a single vehicle 
crash into a tree off 
Independence Highway. 
The driver sustained 
minor injuries. 

At 11:34 a.m., a 

resident on Yampo Road 
reported his wood chip-
per valued at $1,549 
had been taken off his 
property by two unknown 
male subjects.

At 10:07 p.m., a motor-
ist was cited for speeding 
89 mph in a 55-mph 
zone.

Sunday, Jan. 4
At 2:12 a.m., a motor-

ist on Highway 22 was 
cited for driving while 
suspended - violation.

At 4:07 a.m., a tree 
was removed from Zena 
Road.

At 6:48 p.m., a deputy 
assisted a disabled vehi-
cle in the intersection on 
miller avenue, helping 
push the vehicle into the 
parking lot. 

Monday, Jan. 5
At 1:12 a.m., a motorist 

was cited for speeding 82 
mph in a 55-mph zone.

At 2:37 a.m., while 
at Salem Hospital on 
another matter, a deputy 
was told by staff about a 
male subject in the lobby 
being disorderly. The 
deputy learned the sub-
ject, Melchizedek St Hart 
II, had outstanding failure 
to appear warrants out 
of Multnomah County. 
Melchizedek was arrested 
on the warrant and trans-
ported to Polk County 
Jail.

At 10:15 a.m., a dep-
uty performed a welfare 
check on a female subject 
on Church Street in Falls 
City. While the subject 
was okay, she had out-
standing warrants out 
of Salem Municipal and 
Marion County. She was 
cited and released on 
both.

At 11:45 a.m., a motor-
ist on Dayton Street in 
Falls City was stopped 
for not wearing a seat 
belt. She was cited for 
driving while suspended 
- violation.

At 4:50 p.m., deputies 
responded to a suicidal 
veteran on Pioneer Road. 
The subject allowed med-
ics to take him to West 
Valley Hospital if some-
one took care of his cat. 

A deputy transported one 
friendly black cat and a 
bag of food to a friend of 
the veteran.

At 5:08 p.m., deputies 
investigated a single 
vehicle rollover crash 
on Perrydale road where 
the driver reportedly 
fled on foot. A tribal 
officer found the subject 
and detained him, who 
was exhibiting signs of 
impairment. Taylor Smith 
was arrested and charged 
with driving under the 
influence of an intoxi-
cant, criminal mischief 2, 
failure to perform duties 
of driver - property and 
reckless driving.  

At 5:24 p.m., deputies 
investigated a single 
vehicle accident on Brush 
College Road. The driver, 
who was unhurt after 
driving into a ditch, was 
cited for not having a 
valid license or insurance 
for the vehicle. 

Tuesday, Jan. 6
At 1:07 a.m., a deputy 

came across a male sub-
ject sleeping in the back 
of his pickup on Halls 
Ferry Road. He was told 
the park was closed and 
could not be there. He 
agreed to leave and the 
deputy provided other 
areas he could go to. 

At 2:34 a.m., a motor-
ist was stopped for not 
having a rear license 
plate or tag in the rear 
window. The driver, Scott 
Delong, was arrested 
and charged with driving 
while suspended - misde-
meanor and taken to Polk 
County Jail.

At 8:52 a.m., deputies 
responded to a domes-
tic dispute on Fir Villa 
Road. The female subject 
admitted to smoking a 
bowl of meth yesterday, 
and eating the rest of a 
baggie of meth at about 
2:30 a.m. today. She was 
arrested and charged with 
unlawful possession of 
meth and was transported 
to Polk County Jail.

At 6:26 p.m., a grounds 
keeper found footprints 
through a large open 
industrial shop area on 

Lyle Street which lead 
towards the back forested 
area. The building and 
property were searched 

but deputies were unable 
to locate any subjects. 

At 9:15 p.m., a resident 
on Yamhill River Road 

reported someone broke 
into a shed on the prop-
erty and stole two chain-
saws and an E-bike. 

Police
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Who cares aboutWho cares about 
publicpublic  
notices?notices?  

Insert your logo and tagline here

You have the right to know what’s happening
in your community.

Public notices – information local governments are obligated to
provide citizens – are required to be published in local newspapers

to provide a public record that’s accessible to everyone.

Public notices keep you informed about your government.
But, Oregon legislators are trying to keep public notices

from appearing in local newspapers. This severely impacts
government transparency and, in turn, limits the public’s right

to hold them accountable for their actions.

Let your state legislators know that you value being able to
access notices in your newspaper and that they are worth

the investment.
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