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Sarah Owre | HomeSmart Broker

According to the 7-second rule, individuals form first 
impressions within the first 7 seconds of introduction! 
This is why curb appeal is so important when preparing 
your home for sale. First impressions simply cannot be 
ignored. With a few simple updates you can make a big 
impact, on a small budget this spring.

1. FRESHEN UP LANDSCAPING
The best rule of thumb with landscaping? K.I.S.S. (Keep 

It Simple Sweetie)! Replace or add fresh bark to give 
your front yard a clean feel. For a pop of color, add some 
budget friendly annuals such as Moss Rose, one of the 
hardiest annuals around, to a planter placed on the front 
porch! Of course, we can’t forget to mention cleaning up 
your grass and keeping it trimmed.

2. PAINT TIRED FRONT DOORS
Don’t be overwhelmed by this DIY job! Most local 

hardware stores sell quarts of exterior primer and paint 
in one for projects such as this. Simply choose a day with 
temperatures around 50 degrees or above, clean your 
door with a degreaser, lightly sand with 100-150 grit sand-
paper, then finish with a second pass of 180-220 grit sand-
paper and voila, your door is ready for paint! I suggest an 
angled brush for recessed areas and small roller for flat 
areas and applying two coats. Always allow first coat to 
dry before applying the second.

3. FRESHEN UP LIGHTING & HARDWARE
With a freshly painted door, your hardware and exteri-

or light fixtures might be looking a little sad. No need to 
buy brand new light fixtures or door hardware, you can 
paint these too! Just be sure to choose an exterior paint 
& primer in one spray paint! I personally like, Rust-Oleum® 
Universal® spray paint in a black hammered finish as it’s 
great at hiding imperfections caused by rust. Mask around 
your fixtures with painter’s tape, clean with a degreaser, 
remove any rust or flaky paint with a wire brush or emory 
cloth sandpaper and spray with two coats of paint! Re-
member to allow the first coat to completely dry!

5 Budget DIY’s For  
Spring Curb Appeal

4. ADD WELCOMING DÉCOR
Décor is often overlooked on a home’s exterior, but 

don’t leave this one out! A simple new door mat can 
be all you need! Pick these up for as little as $8 at dis-
count home stores! If you have a small porch area, con-
sider adding a chair and table which looks inviting and 
cozy, along with a welcome sign to greet guests! These 
can easily be found at a thrift store or a garage sale!

5. CLEAN SURFACES
Clean dirt, mud and those pesky cobwebs off your 

siding and light fixtures! Evidence of these extra visitors 
taking up residence at a potential new home isn’t the 
best first impression! Next, remove the moss collected 
over the winter off your driveway and walkway. Last, 
but not least, clean your windows! Believe it or not, the 
sun will come out again and nothing makes windows 
shine like the sun beaming through streak free win-
dows!

As the saying goes, “you never get a second chance 
to make a first impression!” The amount of time & 
money may be minimal, but the impact can be huge 
with a few simple DIY updates to boost your curb ap-
peal!
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Sarah Owre
Broker-Realtor

503.428.1324
SarahOwre@gmail.com

Licensed in the State of Oregon

Let me assist you in adding 
curb appeal to get you the sale 
you want!

Sarah Owre (homesmart.com)

MobilityMobility
equipmentequipment

designed fordesigned for
aging in place.aging in place.

Contact us todayContact us today
for a freefor a free
estimate!estimate!

RAMPS
STAIRLIFTS
PATIENT LIFTS
VERTICAL
PLATFORM
LIFTS
INDOOR &
OUTDOOR
SOLUTIONS

971-304-7464
CCB# 187428

 

Visit us online:
www.MAO-NW.com
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The 6 Best Home Improvement Projects  
To Do This Spring 
By JILLIAN PRETZEL

Spring has arrived—and that often sparks the urge 
among homeowners to roll up their sleeves and embark 
on a few home improvement projects around the house. 
But where to start?

To help kick-start the process, we asked some renovation 
experts what are the best home improvement projects 
to do during spring. Some are worth the time and effort 
because they’ll set you up for the lazy, hazy days of 
summer. Other upgrades are smart if you’re preparing to 
sell your home during this busy home-buying season.

So whether you hope to enhance your curb appeal or 
just enjoy your abode more now that warm weather is 
on its way, consider this list of the best spring renovation 
projects to try right now.

1. Stain your deck

As the weather warms up and the sun comes out, you’re 
almost certainly going to want to spend way more time 
outside. And a nice deck can transform your outdoor 
space, providing the perfect spot to watch your kids 
and pets play in the yard while you sling burgers for your 
friends. if your deck is looking a little shabby, one easy 
improvement is to stain it—to either change the color or 
just accentuate the wood grain. Staining is also good for 
your deck.

Craig Martin of SPIRE Architecture in Annapolis, MD, even 

PHOTO BY ARTISTIC CONCRETE SURFACES

recommends staining or sealing your deck once a year. 
Here’s more on how to stain a deck.

How ambitious are you? If you don’t already have a 
deck to lounge on, building one may be a great spring 
home improvement project, too. While it may be pricey, 
according to Remodeling Magazine’s Cost vs. Value 
Report, a new wooden deck will net you a 69% return on 
investment when you decide to sell.

2. Add a new railing to your porch

If your front porch is looking a little ho-hum or drab, a 
new railing can make a world of difference. You could 
give your home a classic wood-tone railing for a natural 
feel, go with a colored railing to give your home a pop of 
visual interest.

“Designing a well-curated front porch not only adds value 
to your home, but it also creates another opportunity for 
[you] to increase your living space,” says Dawn T. Totty, a 
designer based in Chattanooga, TN. “Think of it as your 
outdoor living room.”

PHOTO BY LORI HEENAN

CONTINUE TO PAGE 8
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DO YOU OWN 
A HOME IN POLK COUNTY? 
Are you in need of major home repairs or upgrades? 
If so you may qualify for a low-interest home repair &
improvement loan or CDBG Housing Rehabilitation
Grant. Loan funds are available immediately. Grant
Funds are available periodically.  

¿ES DUEÑO DE
UNA CASA EN EL CONDADO DE POLK? 
¿Necesita reparaciones importantes o actualizaciones?
Si es asi, puede calificar para un préstamo de reparación y
mejora de vivienda a bajo interés o una subvención de
rehabilitación de vivienda de CDBG. Los fondos de préstamo
están disponibles de inmediato. Los fondos de la subvención
están disponibles periódicamente.          

ELIGIBLE REPAIRS

Roofing 
Plumbing 
Heating

REPARACIONES ELEGIBLES

Foundations 
Painting 
Windows & Siding 

AND MUCH MORE!

Cimientos 
Pintura 
Ventanas y Revestimiento

Techumber 
Plomeria 
Calefacción 

Y MUCHO MAS!

Nonprofit Organization
Organización sin fines de lucro  

After After 

Before Before 

ENERGY EFFICIENT UPGRADES ACTUALIZACIONES ENERGÉTICAS EFICIENTES

Polk CDC in partnership with
Energy Trust of Oregon now
offers FREE HOME ENERGY
ASSESSMENTS  

Polk CDC en asociación con
Energy Trust of Oregon ahora
ofrece EVALUACIÓN GRATIS DE
ENERGÍA DE TU HOGAR 

FIND OUT IF YOU QUALIFY FOR DISCOUNTS THAT MAY
COVER THE FULL COST OF ENERGY-EFFICIENT HOME
UPGRADES

DESCUBRE SI CALIFICAS PARA DESCUENTOS QUE
PUEDEN CUBRIR EL TOTAL DE LAS ACTUALIZACIONES DE
ENERGÍA EFICIENTE PARA EL HOGAR 

For more information please contact:
Kelli Burnham, NMLS #1257255
Phone: (503) 831-3173
Email: kburnham@polkcdc.org
Visit us online: www.polkcdc.org

Para más información favor de contactar: 
Kelli Burnham, NMLS #1257255
Número Teléfono: (503) 831-3173
Correo Electronico: kburnham@polkcdc.org
Visitenos en linea: www.polkcdc.org

Aislamiento
Ventanas

Insulation
Windows

Bombas de calor de sistemas dividido
calentador de agua caliente

Heat pumps & Ductless split units 
Hot water heaters 

Before Before

After After

DO YOU OWN
A HOME IN POLK COUNTY?
Are you in need of major home repairs or upgrades?

If so you may qualify for a low-interest home repair 
& improvement loan or CDBG Housing Rehabilitation
Grant. Loan funds are available immediately. Grant
funds are available periodically.

¿ES DUEÑO DE
UNA CASA EN EL CONDADO DE POLK?
¿Necesita reparaciones importantes o actualizaciones?

Si es asi, puede calificar para un préstamo de reparación 
y mejora de vivienda a bajo interés o una subvención de
rehabilitación de vivienda de CDBG. Los fondos de 
préstamo están disponibles de inmediato. Los fondos de 
la subvención están disponibles periódicamente.

• Foundations
• Painting
• Window & Siliding

• Roofing
• Plumbing
• Heating

• Foundations
• Painting
• Windows & Siding

• Roofing
• Plumbing
• Heating

• Cimientos
• Pintura
• Ventanas y Revestimiento

• Techumber
• Plomeria
• Calefacción

Polk CDC in partnership with Energy 
Trust of Oregon now offers FREE HOME 
ENERGY ASSESSMENTS
FIND OUT IF YOU QUALIFY FOR DISCOUNTS THAT MAY 
COVER THE FULL COST OF ENERGY-EFFICIENT HOME 
UPGRADES

Polk CDC en asociación con Energy Trust of 
Oregon ahora ofrece EVALUACIÓN GRATIS DE 
ENERGÍA DE TU HOGAR

DESCUBRE SI CALIFICAS PARA DESCUENTOS QUE
PUEDEN CUBRIR EL TOTAL DE LAS ACTUALIZACIONES DE
ENERGÍA EFICIENTE PARA EL HOGAR
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3. INSTALL A NEW MAILBOX

PHOTO BY MODERN HOUSE NUMBERS 

Looking for an easy upgrade? A new mailbox—or an 
old mailbox with a new look—can add some delightful 
character to your front yard.

Consider giving your mailbox a new color, or planting 
some flowers around the base. Or perhaps you’d like a 
smart mailbox that’ll protect your deliveries. Whatever 
your reason, a new or refreshed mailbox can amp up your 
curb appeal, where first impressions really count! 

4. BUILD A FIRE PIT

PHOTO BY CHICAGO GAS LINES 

A fire pit makes for a cozy ambiance, and it will certainly 
be a highlight of a weekend gathering once you bust out 
those marshmallows.

Best of all? You can even make your fire pit a DIY project.

Choose the right spot for your fire pit: a place in your 
yard that is flat, without low-hanging trees or branches 
nearby. Then, make sure you pick the right materials, 
either large stones or cast-concrete curved blocks. You’ll 
get to decide on the size and shape of your pit, plus 
choose if you want it to be gas or wood-burning.

5. Upgrade your garden

PHOTO BY ALOE DESIGNS

Of course, spring is a time to tend or replant that garden; 
but this year, skip the typical tulips and daisies and try 
something new.

For one, you can add some edible plants—a smart way 
to save money and indulge in the farm-to-table dining 
trend. Or you can build a butterfly garden, which is good 
for the environment. (What’s more beautiful than seeing 
butterflies flit around your yard?)

6. UPDATE YOUR ADDRESS DISPLAY

PHOTO BY ALLI ADDISON BRANDING AND DESIGN
Spring is about new life, so why not give your doorway a 
fresh take with your address display?

If you have a picky HOA, it may be hard to change your 
address display too drastically, but for those who have 
the freedom to do so, upgrading those numbers can be a 
great way to personalize your doorway and brighten up 
your entryway.

And the best part is that there are so many different 
ways to do it: You could go full-out for spring and put 
your address on colorful planters, put lights behind 
the numbers for easy reading at night, or get artsy with 
colorful tile or painted bricks.
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RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL SERVING POLK COUNTY  | 503.508.7126 | CCB#171465

FREE ESTIMATES WITH UP FRONT PRICING!

Water heaters | Any Leaks 
 Drain Cleaning | Faucets/Baths/Sinks 

| Toilet Repair & Replacement
New Construction . Remodels . Repairs 

Service . Troubleshooting

 24 HOUR 
EMERGENCY 

SERVICE 

Providing excellent service for all your residential or commercial 
plumbing needs for over 15 years!
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Your local Real Estate

Broker since 2005

503 - 551 - 3244

AMBER
ARCHIBALD

Contact Ole Bergman Excavating Inc today.

In Dallas since 2002  •  olebergman@msn.com

CCB# 152926  DEQ# 38311

Quality work, dependable, courteous, conscientious, 
complete excavation services for homes, additions, 
barns and shops. Including driveway construction 
and maintenance, land grading, rock walls, 
septic systems, underground utilities, dump trucking. 
Free estimate and references available. 

503-623-4505

Serving Marion & Polk Counties

www.shermlaw.com

Salem
693 Chemeketa St. NE

503.364.2281

Silverton
215 E Main St.
503.845.2248

Dallas
189 SW Academy St.

503.623.6695
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We are the only 
fiber-to-the-home
provider in our market!

Territory Name
Mailing Address 
City, State Zip Code
Lic # 00000000000000
Lic # 00000000000000

We Do It With You:
Blinds • Shades • Shutters
Drapes • Home Automation

Request a Free Consultation 
today and learn more:

000.000.0000
BudgetBlinds.com/
YourPageHere

© 2022 Budget Blinds, LLC. All Rights Reserved. 
Budget Blinds is a trademark  of Budget Blinds, 
LLC and a Home Franchise Concepts Brand. Each 
franchise independently owned and operated.
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1-800-214-7684
BudgetBlinds.com
CCB: 171799

Call your local Budget 
Blinds today!
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3 Ways to Remove 
Moss & Weeds from 
Pavers

The beautiful, wet climate of the PNW has a few not-so-
beautiful downsides. One of them, which you are likely 
very aware of, is the tendency of moss and weeds to pop 
up in places where you don’t want them. Particularly in 
Portland, Salem, and Eugene, Oregon; as well as Seattle, 
Tacoma, and Olympia, Washington, moss and weeds tend 
to grow in the cracks of backyard pavers and walkways. 

Good news—unwanted vegetation can be removed from 
the grooves in your hardscape! In this blog post, we’ll 
look at three simple ways to remove moss and weeds 
from the cracks in your pavers.

1. Scrape away moss or weeds  
with a flathead screwdriver

The first thing you can do is use a regular flathead 
screwdriver to scrape away the moss or weeds from 
your pavers. Make sure you break apart the moss and 
weeds without scratching the pavers. You can then use a 
stiff-bristle broom or brush to brush away the loosened 
weeds.

CONTINUE TO PAGE 14

2024
C O N T A C T

Karen | Ksanks@polkio.com

541.951.4869
Deadline 

to reserve:
5/22

Hits the 
newsstands:
6/5

Inserted in the Itemizer-Observer and Online with a 
hyperlink to your website or social media

Name of business: ____________________________ 

Phone: _______________________________________

Contact name:_______________________________

Website:______________________________________

Email:_________________________________________

I would like to run the same ad from 2023

I would like to update/re-design my ad 

First time ad

My ad is camera ready

1/8 page $200     

1/4 page $300     

1/2 page $450      

Full page $650

Inside front/back cover $700 

Back cover $750

147 SE Court St., Dallas, OR 97338 
503-623-2373 | www.polkio.com
Visit us on Facebook

By WESTERN INTERLOCK INC.
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Again, after the moss and weeds are gone completely, 
use joint sand to refill the joints in your hardscape and 
prevent additional moss and weeds from growing.

3. Spray away moss or weeds  
using a pressure washer

The last option you can use to get rid of unwanted moss 
or weeds in your pavers is to pressure wash the cracks. 

This will get rid of them, but do try to limit your water 
pressure to 1,500 PSI, and be careful to not spray away 
the joint sand or sealant. It will help if you keep your 
nozzle at least 6” away from your hardscape.

Once you finish spraying away the moss and weeds, 
sweep in fresh joint sand to make the pavers look like 
new.

Find this and other tips  
on Western Interlock’s website.  

www.westerninterlock.com

After the moss and weeds die, you can rinse off your 
pavers and then refill the paver joints with joint sand to 
prevent further unwanted weed growth.

2. Pull weeds or kill them using a  
weed-killer solution

If your joints are moist and you only have a few weeds 
large enough to pull, go ahead and remove them by hand. 

The second option you can implement to remove weeds 
from your pavers is to use a weed-killer solution. Spray 
the weeds as you normally would, but avoid too much 
overspray onto the pavers. After the weeds die, you 
should rinse the pavers to get rid of the dead weeds.

To kill moss, use a 1:1 bleach and water solution. The moss 
will die off in a few days and the bleach water won’t 
harm your pavers or any grass around.

PRO TIP
Do not use Moss B Ware or other moss killers on your 
pavers. They typically include iron oxide which will stain 
your pavers.

TITLE  & ESCROW SERVICES

Think First. Think First American Title.

807 Main Street, Dallas  •  503.623.5513

First American Title Company facilitates  
and streamlines real estate transactions by 

providing comprehensive title insurance  
protection & professional settlement services.
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For more than three decades, we’ve poured our heart and soul into crafting paving 

stones right here in the Pacific Northwest. Our aim? To offer you materials that 

effortlessly transform your outdoor space into the haven you’ve always dreamed of. 

With the largest selection in the region, we’re here to ensure that your vision comes to 

life, one stone at a time!

The Concrete Advantage.

westerninterlock.com
@western_interlock



Daniel Echeverri

decheverri@oregonstatecu.com
541-714-4075

Se habla Español

Submit an application 
to your neighborhood 

mortgage loan  
officer today. 

oregonstatecu.com/home-loans

You deserve a home 
loan dream team.
• Low fees and competitive rates
• Variety of loan options
•  Expert assistance and advice 

through the entire process 
• Local decision making

Insured by NCUA  |  NMLS #472475

$500  
off lender  

fees*Your home 
is waiting

* The $500 reduction off lender fees is valid for Premier Members. 
This offer is not valid for Short-Term Second Lien Home Equity 
Loans. See a Mortgage Loan Officer for further details and how 
to qualify for Premier Membership.


