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VDH updates
quarantine
guidelines
The following statement is from
State Health Commissioner Colin
M. Greene, MD, MPH, in regards to
recent updates to Virginia Department
of Health (VDH) guidance on COVID19 isolation and quarantine.
“As COVID continues its progression from an acute pandemic to a
more endemic state, we must continually reassess our recommendations
to the public and our fellow agencies,
considering not only potential disease
effects, but also unintended non-clinical consequences of any restrictions.
CDC evidence suggests that well over
75% of children possess post-infection
immunity to COVID-19, in addition to
any vaccine-derived protection. Adult
rates of immunity, between vaccination
and post-infection, likely exceeds 90%.
Further, there is evidence that post-infection immunity may be effective for
6 months or longer. It is time to revisit
some of our practices for groups that
are at low risk for severe COVID-19 disease, especially those whose side effect
is a significant limitation of access to
daycare, school, or work.
“Effective immediately, VDH will be
revising its quarantine guidance for
COVID-19. Specifically, for non-high
risk situations, if a person is exposed
to COVID-19, but has (1) tested positive for and recovered from COVID-19
within the last 6 months, or (2) is up
to date on vaccines, or both, that person will no longer be recommended to
quarantine, but rather should monitor
for symptoms and follow isolation protocols should they appear. Note that
this varies slightly from CDC guidance,
which defines the post-infection immunity period as 90 days.
“This change will apply to the general public, including but not limited to
settings such as K-12 schools and early
childhood education settings. Out of
an abundance of caution, we will retain
the 90-day standard for higher-risk situations, including healthcare workers,
staff and residents of long-term care
facilities, correctional facilities, and
homeless shelters.
“You will notice the change on the
Isolation and Quarantine page on the
VDH website and other related pages
that were recently updated.
“This change only pertains to quarantine recommendations for individuals
and will not impact our case surveillance/case classification process for
purposes of reporting probable or confirmed cases to CDC. Also, please note
that the recommendations for isolation
with active disease or asymptomatic
positive testing remain unchanged.”
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Controversial rezoning OK’d
BY JOHN BARNHART
STAFF WRITER
JOHNBARNHART@
BEDFORDBULLETIN.COM

The supervisors approved
a controversial rezoning
and special use permit, last
week, that cleared the way
for a project that will put
270 townhouse units on a
27 acre tract in New London. The lot is .2 miles from
the intersection of U. S. 460
and New London Road. The
project will be ser ved by
public water and sewer and
bring between 27 and 87

additional children into the
public school system. The
planning commission earlier
had voted 5-0 not to recommend the project.
The public hearing nearly filled the super visors
meeting chamber and the
speakers were divided
between suppor ters and
opponents of the project.
Many of the project’s supporters were realtors.
The V irginia Depar tment of Transpor tation
(VDOT) has no plans for
improving the intersec-

tion but VDOT will allow
96 units to be built before
the intersection must be
approved. The developer
will pay for the necessary
improvements to the intersection and will work with
VDOT and the county. The
developer estimates that it
will take six to eight years
before the project is completely built out.
Brent Epperson urged
the supervisors to turn the
request down. Matt Smith
said Jefferson Forest High
School is already at 83%

capacity. Zach Martin, who
said he is president of the
homeowners association in
a nearby subdivision said
all his subdivision’s residents opposed the project.
On the other hand, Tom
DeWitt, who said he has
been a developer for 42
years, said he has never
seen a development devalue neighboring properties.
He is in favor of the project,
saying that the location is
the perfect place for it.
SEE REZONING/PAGE A5

Elks celebrate Flag Day
BY JOHN BARNHART
STAFF WRITER
JOHNBARNHART@
BEDFORDBULLETIN.COM

Bedford’s Elks were
joined by Bedford’s American Legion post and
Bedford’s JROTC cadets
to obser ve Flag Day one
June 14 in Center town
Plaza. It included a display
of historic flags. Cadets
from Bedford’s JROTC
unit provided the color
guard and displayed the
historic flags.
America’s first flag was
the Pine Tree flag and was
carried by troops at Bunker Hill in 1775. Southern
colonies used the Rattlesnake Flag with the motto
“Don’t tread on me.” Later,
the Continental Congress
adopted a flag with 13
alternating red and white
horizontal stripes. The
field of blue, in the upper
SEE ELKS/PAGE A5

Bedford’s JROTC cadets provided the color guard.

Council approves ARPA projects
BY JOHN BARNHART
STAFF WRITER
JOHNBARNHART@BEDFORDBULLETIN.COM

Town Council approved two water
and sewer line projects that will spend
$3 million of the money the town was
allocated under the American Rescue
Plan Act (ARPA). ARPA funds have a
use it or lose it feature and the vote will
allow the town to meet the deadline
for spending this money. Both projects
will be done by the Bedford Regional
Water Authority (BRWA).
One project extends water lines
on Belltown Road, a section adjacent
to Bedford’s old landfill. The landfill
dates back to the 1920s and there were

no regulations on landfills and anything could be dumped in them back
then. As a result, leachate contaminated ground water. The town took on an
extensive remediation effort, and monitors it. Town Manager Bart Warner
said the effort has been successful,
but a plan to provided BRWA water to
residents in the area was established
out of an abundance of caution.
“ARPA allowed us to get it done,”
Warner said.
Warner said this will make it possible for people who are concerned
about their wells to connect to public
water.
The other project will expand

sewer lines in the Town and Countr y subdivision area. Warner said
Town and Country is scheduled to
come into the town, under the town’s
2013 reversion agreement, next year.
Warner said this is something the
town will be able to do for its new
citizens right away. The area is also
right for development, so this work
will accommodate new residential
development.
All work will be done by the end of
the year.
Warner said the town anticipated
using an additional $2 million of the
ARPA grant for aspects of the new
police station the town will build.
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