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County to
hold meeting
on multi-use
facility

Police
investigate
school
threat

Public
comments sought
in Troutdale

Grayson schools
locked down after
disturbing video
posted on TikTok

BY STAFF

BY STAFF

A Car r oll County man
taken into custody Nov. 16
on suspicion of threatening a
school shooting and violence
against children has been
released while police gather
more evidence.
The threatening video,
posted on the social media
platform TikTok, resulted in a
lockdown at Grayson County
schools that day.
The person to whom the
TikTok account is registered
was released from custody as
of Friday afternoon and has
not been charged. Car roll
County Sheriff Kevin Kemp
said the investigation is ongoing.
SEE THREAT/PAGE A2

Final vote
counts
confirm
results
Outcomes of town
elections, 9th
District race
unchanged
BY BRIAN FUNK
STAFF

The outcomes did not
change for town elections in
Grayson County and the 9th
District congressional race,
after the Virginia State Board
of Elections posted the final
official vote totals on Nov. 14.
There were only slight differences from the preliminary
numbers announced right after
the Nov. 8 election, which were
based on in-person voting.
Election officials posted final
totals after counting up absentee and mail-in votes.

Photos by Food Independence

A volunteer packs boxes at Food Independence, a nonprofit that sees nearly 300 cars
come through its regular monthly drive-thru distribution.

Food pantry feeds
a growing need
Food
Independence
provides meals,
rewarding
experience

SEE MEETING/PAGE A4

Winter farmers
markets set
Shop for local food,
crafts for holidays
BY STAFF

BY SHANNON WATKINS
STAFF

INDEPENDENCE — A
few years ago, Tom and
Anita Simpson noticed
some people in Grayson
County suf fered from
food scarcity, and they’d
been kicking around the
idea of starting a pantry
of some kind.
When the COVID-19
pandemic hit, the idea
took on urgency. “We
knew of people who were
getting laid off due to the
pandemic,” Tom recalls.
“We had talked about a
need before, but that

TROUTDALE — Grayson
County will hold a community meeting concerning a
potential multi-use facility
project in the western par t
of the county on Nov. 29. The
meeting will be held at 7 p.m.
at the Goodwill Grange, 840
Grange Hall Road, in Troutdale.
The Elk Creek Fire Department hosted a community meeting on Nov. 1 to get
feedback about the potential
building on 30 acres of their
property.

TOM AND ANITA SIMPSON

seemed to be the impetus
we needed to do it.”
Along with Bev Fermor and Ken Kreuzer,
the Simpsons got the
nonprofit Food Independence off the ground.
Though it technically
star ted in March 2020,

said Tom, the first round
of distributions didn’t
take place until July of
2020.
Food Independence,
now under the aegis of
Grayson LandCare, is a
SEE FOOD/PAGE A3

INDEPENDENCE — The
regular season may be over,
but the Independence Farmers
Market will return to Courthouse Street for two Winter
Markets — the Friday after
Thanksgiving and again on
Dec. 2.
Market director Michelle
Pridgen notes that this is a
change for 2022. The second
Winter Market is usually the
first Saturday in December, but
this year vendors voted to join
the town’s Christmas Market
SEE MARKETS/PAGE A4
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INDEPENDENCE
There were four candidates
(two incumbents and two challengers) for three seats this
year.
Buddy Halsey, who has
ser ved on council for more
than two decades, was
re-elected with 23.7% of the
vote. Newcomers Mark Miller, received 27.8% of the vote
SEE VOTE/PAGE A4

75 cents

We are always on the lookout
for interesting news stories.

Volunteers celebrate at the end of a busy but successful distribution at Independence
Elementary. Pictured are Principal Lauren Raper and 4th graders who helped her
manage the schoolwide food drive in February 2021, standing in front of full pick up
truck collected by students.

If you have a story to share,
please email: editor@
independencedeclaration.com

