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Town Council 
delays car     

tax deadline
BY JOHN BARNHART

STAFF WRITER
JOHNBARNHAT�BEDFORDBULLETIN.COM

Town Council began action on 
unusually high car tax bills to resi-
dents.

Like the county, the town faced 
the problem of unusually high values 
for used cars. This meant that the 
car tax bills for town residents were, 
on the average, double what they 
were last year. According to Anne 
Cantrell, the town’s �nance director, 
the amount of money the town will 
receive in car tax revenue, if nothing 
is done about it, will be more than 
double what it received last year.

Cantrel l  gave town Counci l 
options, last week, on what they 
could do to correct the situation. She 
told them that she preferred giving 
citizens a credit on their bills.

The first order of business for 
Council was to delay the due date 
for the tax. The tax was due on Dec. 
5. Council chose to follow the coun-
ty and unanimously voted 6-0, with 
Councilman Darren Shoen absent, to 
delay the due date to Jan. 31.

Council then directed Cantrell to 
work out an amount to credit each 
bill, not to exceed $30 per vehicle.

In other business, Council appoint-
ed Cur tis Marshall to the town’s 
planning commission and Georgia 
Watts to the Housing Authority. 
Council also voted to cancel their 
last meeting in November and their 
last meeting in December.

Happy 
Thanksgiving!Bedford County has named 

it’s teachers of the year. 
Each school selects one 

teacher and being selected as a 
school’s teacher of the year is 
a great honor. Fellow teachers 
nominate them and then each 
school has a committee of teachers 
who makes the decision. It is a 
decision made by their colleagues.

The next step will be taken in the 
spring when three of these teachers 
will be selected as the High School, 
Middle School and Elementary 
School teacher of the year. Then, 

one of these three will be selected 
as the Bedford County Teacher of 
the year.

The Bedford County teacher of 
the year will go on to compete in 
Region 5 in the state competition. 
Bedford County has done well 
in the region. A Bedford County 
teacher has been named the top 
teacher in the region six times in 
the last 12 years. Last year, Matt 
Uselton, an English teacher at 
Liberty High School was named 
Region 5 teacher of the year. In this 
competition, some of the schools 

Bedford County competes with 
in the region are larger school 
divisions and some are in wealthier 
communities. Region 5 consists 
of 20 school divisions, including 
Charlottesville and Albemarle 
County.

The winner of the Region 5 
teacher of the year contest goes on 
to compete with other regions for 
the Virginia Teacher of the Year. A 
Bedford County teacher has not yet 
won that contest

Teachers of the Year
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The After School Satan 
Club has rented the Jef-
ferson Forest High School 
(JFHS) Auditorium for a 
family movie night on Feb-
ruary 23. A �yer announc-
ing the event elicited con-
siderable comment, mostly 
negative, on social media. 
The school division, in 
response to community 
concern, posted the follow-
ing statement on its Face-
book page:

The Bedford County 
School Board and admin-
istration understands that 
there are concerns in the 
community regarding an 
organization that is leasing 
the Jefferson Forest High 
School Auditorium for a 
family movie night in Feb-
ruary 2023.

Bedford County Public 
Schools does not endorse 
the activity, organization, 
or mission of this organi-
zation, and the school divi-
sion has had no involve-
ment in this event except 
in processing the facility 
agreement pursuant to 

School Board Policy KG, 
Community Use of School 
Facilities. Fur thermore, 
although the organiza-
tion’s name includes the 
words “after school club,” 
there is no such club af�l-
iated with Jefferson Forest 
High School or any of our 
schools.

U.S. Supreme Cour t 
precedent requires that 
if school divisions make 
their facilities available to 
outside organizations, they 
must provide equal access 
to all outside organizations 
to use their school facili-
ties, provided the outside 
organizations meet the 
requirements speci�ed in 
policy. School Board Poli-
cy KG does not allow the 
School Board to discrim-
inate against any outside 
organization on the basis 
of viewpoint. To disallow 
this organization to use 
the facility would place the 
school division in opposi-
tion to its own policy.

The After School Satan 
Club is a program of The 
Satanic Temple, based in 
Salem, Massachusetts. 

Satan club rents JF auditorium

This flyer by the After School Satan Club announcing a 
family movie night at Je�erson Forest High School (JFHS) 
elicited quite a bit of social media comments. According to 
Bedford County Public Schools, there is no After School 
Satan Club at JFHS, nor is this an organization the school 
division endorses. The school rented the auditorium to the 
organization because it is required to do so by federal law.

The criminal investi-
gation remains ongoing 
into the tragic shootings 
that claimed the lives of 
three University of Vir-
ginia (UVA) students and 
injured two others on the 
evening of Nov. 13, 2022. 
Christopher D. Jones Jr., 
22, of Petersburg, Va., had 
his first appearance in 
Albemarle County Gener-
al District Court on Nov. 

16, 2022 on three felony 
counts of 2nd degree mur-
der, two felony counts of 
malicious wounding, and 
five felony counts of the 
use of a firearm in the 
commission of a felony. 
Jones is being held at the 
Charlottesville-Albemarle 
County Regional Jail with-
out bond.

The investigation con-
�rms that Jones had trav-

eled with other UVA stu-
dents on Sunday, Nov. 
13, 2022, to Washington, 
D.C. to attend a theater 
performance at the Atlas 
Per forming Ar ts Center. 
Following the play, the stu-
dents and a professor ate 
dinner in the District. The 
professor and 22 students 
returned to Charlottesville 
in a chartered bus, arriv-
ing at UVA at approximate-

ly 10:15 p.m. that same 
day.

The char te red  bus 
pulled to a stop at Culbreth 
Garage on The Grounds. 
As the students were get-
ting up to exit the bus, 
Jones produced a weap-
on and began firing. As 
Jones exited the bus, he 
�red additional rounds and 

Probe ongoing into shooting at UVA
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Ask about our in-house membership program!
Call for details.

167 W. Mai n Street,
Bedford, VA 24523

Your One-Stop Fami ly Dental Solution!
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NO DENTAL INSURANCE?
JOIN OURS!

ASK ABOUT OUR IN-HOUSE
DENTALSAVINGS PLANS.

YOUR ONE-STOP
DENTAL SOLUTION

#2 Highest Rated Dental Of� ce In The Country!
540-874-2013 | 167 W. Main St. | Bedford
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