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school board sets rule for
challenged library resources
Neil Zahradka, a land application program manager for DEQ, talks with
county residents.

DEQ holds
biosolids
informational
meeting

BY JOHN BARNHART
STAFF WRITER
JOHNBARNHART@BEDFORDBULLETIN.COM

The school board established a rule
on how challenges to library resources would be handled. The rule had
been developed by school division
staff and was presented by Dr. Karen

Woodford, the school division’s chief
learning officer.
The rule defines how a committee,
that will hear school division-wide
challenges to library resources. The
committee will have a school principal and a library media specialist on
it. These members will be randomly

selected by software designed for the
purpose. There will also be parents,
teachers and community members on
the board. These people will also be
randomly selected by the same software from a list of submitted names.
SEE SCHOOL/PAGE A2

Gala returns to former glory

BY JOHN BARNHART
STAFF WRITER
JOHNBARNHART@BEDFORDBULLETIN.COM

The Department of Environmental
Quality (DEQ) held an informational
meeting on biosolids at Central Virginia Community College. The meeting
was open to the public but was sparsely
attended as only people owning property adjoining land where the material is
being applied received notification of the
meeting.
The material, which will be applied
in liquid form, comes from the Western Virginia Water Authority’s sewage
treatment plant in Roanoke. The material is subjected to digestion by anaerobic microorganisms and then sits in
a lagoon for a year. According to Scott
Shirley, chief of water quality at the
plant, the plant has been spreading biosolids in Bedford County for 40 years.
The material is a Class B biosolid and
Shirley said it doesn’t smell.
According to Neil Zahradka, of DEQ,
a county farmer has a permit to spread
the material on 8,825 acres of property
he owns in several locations in the county. He said that the permit allows it to be
spread as frequently as annually.
The material is analyzed for nine
metals and, because it is in liquid form,
soaks into the soil. The application rate
is set so it does not run off. DEQ does
not test people’s wells. It’s up to the
owner to do that. However, if a well is
contaminated, DEQ will check to see if
the biosolid permit was complied with.
Bio-Nomic, based in Charlotte, North
Carolina, has been hired by the sewage
treatment plant to apply the material.
They are required to check the land’s
proximity to surface water and it’s topography. They also must test soil to check
it’s nutrient level before application to
determine the application rate and how
often it is applied. The permit requires a
nutrient management plan.

BY JOHN BARNHART
STAFF WRITER
JOHNBARNHART@
BEDORDBULLETIN.COM

Last week, Bedford Area
Chamber of Commerce
President Patti Jurkus
presided over a business
awards gala that returned
to the event’s former glory.
Held at Cedar Oaks Farm,
the attendees nearly filled
the large wedding venue.
The purpose of the gala is
to honor local businesses
that have had an outstanding performance. All contenders for the awards were
nominated by Chamber
members.
Apocalypse Ale Works
was named Small Business
of the Year. It first opened
in December, 2012 and got
its as a tongue in cheek nod
to the end of the Mayan calendar, which some thought
that signaled the Apocalypse. Founded by brew
master Doug John, the
brewery, as a shelf and draft
presence across the state.
Bridge Street Cafe got
the Rising Star Award.
Justin Hayden, born and
raised in Bedford, opened
it in October, 2021. They
ser ve high quality coffee
and food with high quality
ser vice and have a large
porch that overlooks Bridge
Street. Hayden is the broth-

The Excellence in Business Awards Gala nearly filled the Cedar Oaks Farm venue.
er of Jonathan Hayden (DJ
Showtime) and retired
Sheriff’s Office Captain Tim
Hayden.
Anxious for Nothing was
named Non-Profit Organization of the Year. It was
established by Karla Powell in 2020. They started
with a food program that
provided food and hygiene
items to homeless communities. The expanded to a
skateboard program that
now involves 100 youth.
The food program now Chamber President Patti Jurkus presided over her first
business awards gala as Chamber president while Kala
SEE GALA/PAGE A2
Waller, the Chamber’s events coordinator, looks on.

Free State Academy opens its doors
BY JOHN BARNHART
STAFF WRITER
JOHNBARNHART@BEDFORDBULLETIN.COM

A new private school, Free State
Academy, opened its doors the Tuesday after Labor Day with 50 students.
The school has grades K-12. It has 17
teachers, so class sizes are small. They
are assisted by 17 volunteers.

“We are very patriotic,” said Merri
Cleaveland, the school’s director.
Free State is also a school where
God is welcome in the classrooms.
“Without God, there is no truth,”
said Cleaveland.
Classes are discussion and subject
mastery based. Next year, they will
focus on the great books. There is

nothing in the curriculum that contradicts the Bible. The school teaches Latin as a foreign language. Latin
can help with English grammar. It is
also the mother language for several
other languages including Spanish and
French. Furthermore, it can help kids
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