INSIDE
CLASSIC CARS
ROLL INTO FRIES
FOR THUNDER
BY THE RIVER
PAGE A8

MIDWEEK EDITION • WEDNEsDay, JuNE 22, 2022

G

50 CENTs • sINGLE COPy

The

AZETTE
CITy OF GaLaX • CaRROLL COuNTy • GRaysON COuNTy

Castillo,
Rosenfeld
appointed to
school board

Carnival
will be
held
after all

Members’ terms begin July 1

After almost having
to skip this year, fire
department says the
show will go on

BY SHANNON WATKINS
STAFF

Two new Galax School Board members are taking their seats in July.
After submitting
letters of interest and
being inter viewed by
Galax City Council —
the gover ning body
for appointing school
boar d members —
Edith Mar Castillo
and the Rev. Dr. Kevin
Edith Mar
Rosenfeld
were chosen
Castillo
last week from a field
of five candidates.

EDITH MAR
CASTILLO
Castillo, who says
she’s best known
as “Edith Mar” in
the community, has
The Rev.
lived and worked in
Dr. Kevin
Galax since 1999.
Rosenfeld
Fr om August 2016
to December 2019, she was an ESL
(English as a Second Language) aide
in the schools, “So I kinda know the
needs,” she said.
SEE BOARD/PAGE A2

Study: Grayson
needs more
patrol deputies
Crime study says sheriff ’s
department should have at
least 5 — and as many as
13 — more road deputies
BY BRIAN FUNK
STAFF

Sheriff Richard Vaughan is asking
Grayson County to provide funding for more patrol
deputies, and he
recently presented the board of
super visors with
the results of an
extensive study
suppor ting his
request.
The independent
study showed that,
based on one population model, the
county has less than half the recommended number of patrol deputies
— 12, compared to the recommended
25. Another population model showed
that, at minimum, Grayson needs five
more patrol deputies on the road.
SEE DEPUTIES/PAGE A2

BY SHANNON WATKINS
STAFF

Photos by Shannon Watkins

Mark Burnett, left, and Police Chief DeWitt Cooper load boxes at the food pickup
at God’s Storehouse in Galax.

Mission continues, despite
food funds running out
God’s Storehouse
distributes last food
boxes — for now

SEE CARNIVAL/PAGE A2
BY SHANNON WATKINS
STAFF

Cars wound around
the parking lot and
down the street from
the new God’s Storehouse & Soup Kitchen
headquar ters in Galax
last Wednesday, as families and individuals —
some from as far away
as Whitetop and Mouth
of Wilson — waited to
pick up boxes of food,
milk and supplies like
toilet paper.
It was, however, the
last of the box distributions for the foreseeable
future, as the Storehouse’s COVID-related
Department of Housing
and Community Development (DHCD) grant
money has run out.
The funds helped
over 2,000 people for
the last eight months.
Formerly, God’s Storehouse used the DHCD
grant money to partner
with local restaurants
and catering companies
for food.
No new funds have
been secured to replace
them, though the city’s
new cGrant Administrator Jolena Young
and God’s Storehouse
Director Kisha Johnson
are looking. The Storehouse is also working
with regional food bank
Feeding Southwest Virginia.
According to Johnson, some people came
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“The Galax Volunteer
Fire Department announces that the 2022 Fireman’s
Carnival is a go after all,”
said Galax Chief Mike
Ayers on Monday afternoon.
The triumphant news
came after the GVFD had
previously announced that
the carnival that usually
sets up in Felts Park was
unable to come this year.
N o w, a c c o r d i n g t o
Ayers, Cole Shows
Amusement Company out
of Covington will be bringing a 10-ride carnival to
the park June 29-July 2.
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Dog
rescued
from
Galax fire
BY SHANNON WATKINS
STAFF

on June 15.
The Storehouse’s
new headquar ters are
located at the former
Oldtown Market, but it
has not been renovated to include a kitchen
yet. God’s Storehouse is

A dog was r escued
from a South Main Street
structure fire at 6:26 a.m.
on June 17, after human
occupants were already
safely out of the building,
according to a report from
the Galax Volunteer Fire
Department.
Firefighters summoned
to the blaze discovered a
single-wide mobile home
with floor-to-ceiling smoke,
the report said. The occupants — a family of two
adults and four children
— had been shepherded
outside by the mother. She
woke up and alerted everyone else, and were already
out when help arrived.
A dog was still trapped
inside. Firefighters
entered, then quickly
found the dog and exited
with it before continuing
to extinguish the fire,
which was contained to the
air handler from the air

SEE FOOD/PAGE A3

SEE FIRE/PAGE A2

Bill Parks, volunteer coordinator for God’s Storehouse, is pictured.

Volunteer Chauncey Robinson stops to check in with a
driver as he directs the food distribution line’s traffic.
as early as 5 a.m. to line
up for the food box distribution, which didn’t
start until late morning.
Despite the grim circumstances, volunteers
and beneficiaries alike
were in high spirits,
laughing and bantering
as the line moved along
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