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INSIDE
JD Shelburne
releases Christmas
song just in time
for the holidays
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This backdrop that will be featured at First Baptist Church in December was painted in 1989 by First Baptist Church member Marie
Thomas.

There will not be a “Tree of
Life” performance at First Baptist Church this year; however,
the Community Old Fashion
Christmas choir will present
“Christmas Blessings” at the
church located at 115 West Main
St., Taylorsville.
The backdrop for these performances was painted in 1989
by First Baptist Church member

Marie Thomas. Thomas passed
away on Jan 21, 2021.
The story goes that a member
of the church owned a hotel, and
had a room full of old sheets that
were donated for her to paint
on. Thomas then used her son’s
empty basement to paint and
decorate the custom fitted panels that were to be used in the
choir performances that year.
SEE BACKDROP/PAGE A3

Country music singer-songwriter and Spencer County
native JD Shelburne shows
off his sentimental side,
reflecting on the past
with his new rendition
of the timeless classic
“The Christmas Song
(Chestnuts Roasting
On An Open Fire).”
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City commission
gets update on SCHS
sidewalk project
With the regular meeting
falling on election day,
the Taylorsville City Commission hosted a special
meeting last Tuesday.
The biggest news from Joe
Sisler, of Sisler-Maggard
Engineering, was that
the sidewalk project
near the high school was
progressing.
The Spencer County High
School sidewalk project
has been “in progress”
since 2017.
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Acting superintendent Chuck Abell informs the estimated 30 citizens in attendance how the evening’s presentation/forum is going to proceed.

Supper with the Super was superb
BY JEFF SOPLAND
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pencer County Public Schools hosted
its first Supper with the Super event
in the Spencer County High School
gym on Nov. 17, at 6 p.m., and community
involvement was requested by the school
district to help with the development of its
strategic plan.
Dinner, consisting of a pasta sampler
of handmade lasagna, baked spaghetti,
chicken alfredo, snickerdoodle cookies,
lemon bars, and apple crisp, was provided
by the SCHS Culinary Arts department.
Students from the Culinary Arts II class
were present to serve the attendees, but the
meal was prepared as a group project by all
of the culinary classes. Those on hand were

teacher April Roberts, and students Mikayla
Le, Justin Moody, Nick Swope, Shelby
Gregory and Brooke England.
The forum was presented by acting
superintendent Chuck Abell, chief of
student supports Steven Rucker, chief
academic officer Amanda Butler, director
of state and federal grants Mandy Howie.
Director of special education Todd
Russell was scheduled to be a part of the
discussions, but was unavailable because of
a loss in the family.
Abell introduced the staff involved in the
creation of the dinner meeting and spoke
about the reasoning of getting input from
the community.
“Society has changed over the last couple
years, and coming out of school is not the

same it was. We feel like we as a school
system really need to adjust where we’re
able to provide greater opportunities for
our kids, so that when they step out, they’re
ready to be successful adults. In order to do
that successfully, we feel like we need your
input, and your guidance, on what we as a
school system can do moving forward to
better prepare our kids,” said Abell.
“Part of what you’ll do today is talk a little
bit about what you think our kids truly need
in order to be successful. I see business
leaders, business owners, and government
leaders. I see educated folks. You are the
knowledge that we need to better prepare
ourselves moving forward,” Abell added.
SEE SUPPER/PAGE A3

Chamber holds annual Thanksgiving dinner
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An intimate group of chamber members attended the annual Spencer County-Taylorsville
Chamber of Commerce evening
Thanksgiving dinner on Nov. 17.
This was the perfect opportunity
for businesses and residents to
come together, be thankful, and
eat. Ever yone enjoyed themselves, and had plenty of time to
stuff their bellies.
Food was provided by Taylorsville Country Mart, courtesy of
Taylorsville Commercial CleanSubmitted photo ing. Rivers Edge Venue & RentPictured is an intimate group of chamber members attending the annual Spencer County-Taylorsville als for provided the linens, and
centerpieces for the dinner.
Chamber of Commerce evening Thanksgiving dinner on Nov. 17.

