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‘Compensation tax’ could continue indefinitely
Wage tax originally limited to Oldham Reserve debt
BY CHRISTIAN MARNON
EDITOR

The controversial “compensation
tax” on workers within La Grange
city limits could be extended indefinitely, with added scope for use of
that revenue.
The existing one-percent tax on
wages passed by La Grange City
Council in Aug. 2013, limited use of
collected revenue to paying off millions in debt service to the Oldham
Reserve business park.
An amended ordinance introduced
at the November city council meeting not only removes language that
would otherwise retire the compensation tax, it allocates one half of
those collected funds from businesses and organizations within Oldham
Reserve boundaries to fiscal court,

while setting aside more of that revenue to sundry infrastructure, public
works and economic development
projects in the city.
The Nov. 7 meeting marked only
the first reading of the amended
ordinance. Its second reading and a
public hearing will occur during the
Dec. 5 city council meeting held 6:30
p.m. at City Hall.
Outlined use of the compensation
tax under the existing ordinance
reads:
“All money derived from the compensation taxes under the provisions
of this ordinance shall be paid to the
city and placed to the credit of the
city’s general revenue fund; however, all funds collected as compensation tax shall be used only to retire
debt related to the Oldham Reserve
Property.”

Atty. General: City
of La Grange
violated Open
Records Act

The final section of the existing
ordinance also outlines a termination date for the compensation tax,
reading that it shall cease to be
effective “after the debt related to
the Oldham Reserve Property is
paid in full.”
The amended ordinance, under
“uses,” revises the language to read:
“One half of all funds collected as a
compensation tax from businesses
and organizations located or doing
within the boundaries of the Oldham
reserve property shall be paid to
the Oldham County Fiscal Court
in accordance with the Inter-local
Cooperation Agreement.”
It also adds two new subsections,
the first of which would allocate a
minimum of 20% net compensation
See ‘Compensation tax’ page A3
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A compensation tax passed in 2013 to pay
off debt for the Oldham Reserve business
park could be here to stay.

An ode to ‘Lille’
Local man pens book about beloved dog

Resident waited months for
Oldham Reserve document
BY CHRISTIAN MARNON
EDITOR

When a La Grange resident’s open
records request for documents concerning
the Oldham Reserve “compensation tax”
went unanswered for three months, she
appealed the state Office of the Attorney
General, arguing the City violated statute.
The Attorney General’s office agreed.
“The City of La Grange violated the
Open Records Act when it failed to
respond to a request within five business
days,” according to the decision, released
Nov. 7.
Under state open record law, a public
agency has five days upon receipt of an
open records request to notify the person
making the request whether it intends to
comply.
“Here, the city admits it did not timely respond to the Appellant’s request
because it mistakenly believed it had
already responded and provided responsive records,” according to the decision.
“Accordingly, the city violated the Act
when it failed to respond to a request within five business days.”
Robin Vessels, the La Grange resident
who filed the appeal, said the city promptly responded to her initial May 13 open
records request for a copy of ordinance
8-2013, which outlines the compensation tax used to pay off debt for Oldham
Reserve. In that same request, however,
Vessels also requested a copy of “Exhibit
A-1” within the ordinance, which the city
failed to include in their response, according to her complaint document.
Arguing that she received “draft documents,” Vessels attended the subsequent
June 6 La Grange City Council meeting
and presented copies to all members of
the council, along with Mayor John Black,
also delivering a speech during public comment.
“My speech before the council stated
that these documents could not possibly be
part of the ordinance as they were in draft
form,” she said, according to the complaint
document. “…John Black told me at [that
council meeting] that he had seen the correct documents [and] that they would be at
City Hall.”
The next day, Vessels filed a second
open records request specifically requesting a copy of Exhibit A-1.
See ‘Open records’ page A3
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Crestwood resident Wood McGraw poses in his home with ‘Lille,’ a French bulldog-Boston terrier mix that inspired him to write a children’s book.
BY CHRISTIAN MARNON
EDITOR

The label of “dog person” often seems deterministic—an immutable
trait.
Crestwood resident
Wood McGraw says otherwise.
After years of aversion to our canine companions, McGraw grew
to love them, thanks in
part to one little French
bulldog-Boston terrier
mix.
‘Lille,’ who bears the
namesake of a French
city north of Paris not
only helped break that
barrier, she inspired
McGraw to write a children’s book in her tribute.

He also teamed up
with a talented Oldham
County student-artist to
illustrate the book, titled
“A Day in the Life of
Lille.”
The squat ‘Frenchton’
buzzed around McGraw’s
suburban living room
during a recent interview, eventually pausing
from her circuit to gobble
a Dixie cup of doggie ice
cream from McGraw’s
wife, MarEva.
MarEva explains that
her husband didn’t care
for dogs until she adopted a rescue boxer without his knowledge.
While McGraw was in
the midst of coaching the
South Oldham boys’ tennis team at a state tournament, she contacted

facebook.com/TheOldhamEra/

the Kentuckiana Boxer
Rescue.
An initial two-week
estimate to deliver a
boxer turned into two
days, sending MarEva
into a minor panic.
“I hadn’t told Wood
yet since he was at the
tournament,” she said. “I
called to tell him the dog
was coming [tomorrow]
and he told me that it
wasn’t a good decision.”
That attitude quickly
shifted when “Daisy” the
miniature boxer arrived
the next day.
“She comes in, jumps
on the couch and looks
at him like ‘here I am,’”
MarEva said with a
laugh. “She really won
him over…he fell in love
with dogs then.”
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Lille, who the couple
later acquired, was just
the cherry on top.
“I thought she was
such a fantastic dog,”
said McGraw, citing
her as one of the main
motivations behind writing “A Day in the Life of
Lille, his first foray into
the world of children’s
books. “She’s so smart.
Anything you could train
her to do, she could do.”
The book depicts Lille
in 10 “events” throughout her day, such as
eating, bird watching,
napping and naturally,
enjoying a treat. Lee
Bezehertny, a graduate of Oldham County
schools, provided the
illustrations during her
See ‘Book’ page A3
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