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Houston gets to work
following election win
Your Insurance Broker
Understands

By Steve Goodwin
For The Advocate

What lies ahead for Tim
Houston and his 30 fellow
MLAs resembles the main
focus of a winning campaign:
health care.
The
premier-designate
named it his first priority as he
prepares his team in the days
and weeks ahead.
“That’s my immediate concern,” he said. “The determinants of health, it’s all part of it.
People need access to care.
We’ll have deficits but the bill is
already on the table. The bigger
cost is not addressing it, the
financial and human cost. We
can’t afford to ignore it.”
Houston won personal reelection in Pictou East and led
the Progressive Conservative
Party of Nova Scotia to its first

Tim Houston accepts congratulations from fellow Pictou
County MLA Karla MacFarlane.
(Goodwin photo)

majority victory in 22 years. He
also became the third PC leader
from Pictou County in less than
30 years to become premier
after the late Donald Cameron
in 1992 and John Hamm in
1999.
“It feels good, but I think of
Donnie a lot. I miss him,”
Houston said. “I consider it a
source of pride for our county.”
He allowed that, while it’s
always good to learn from people with experience, it’s also
wise to get new people with
new perspectives into the equation.
Houston said he has been
able to put the elation of a successful election day behind him
to focus on the future. He said
looking ahead was a winning
formula for the PC team.
“I’m excited and nervous,
but we’re excited to get to
work. We see the opportunity.
We’re committed to fix issues.”
He said the Tories were able
to show voters the future, while
the provincial Liberals led by
Iain Rankin ran on their record.
“We could feel the momentum,” he said. “I never had the
sense the Liberals had a plan. It
appeared to me they were willing to run on the past. They

wanted people to look in their
rear view mirrors. They made
too many assumptions. We
were talking to people (about)
what was in front of them.”
Houston praised the quality
and talent of the people who
contested the province’s 55
seats and those who were elected. He said he has wide options
regarding who he names to his
cabinet.
“Politics is all about people,” he said. “Through the
COVID pandemic, we were on
the sidelines, but were doing
the work to get ready. We had a
great team of candidates. We
elected a lot of talented MLAs
and we’ll focus on putting a
team together to build a cabinet.”
Houston paid special tribute
to his fellow Pictou County
MLAs—Pat Dunn in Pictou
Centre and Karla MacFarlane
in Pictou West—who have
painted the county Tory Blue
for the last eight years despite
Liberal majority wins in 2013
and 2017.
“We developed great mutual respect,” he said. “Having
Pat and Karla as colleagues is
good for me personally and
good for the county.”

Miller’s Ice Cream Bar boasts storied history
By Steve Goodwin
For The Advocate

An ice cream bar in Pictou’s
west end has a refreshing presence and a nearly 60-year heritage.
Brooke Miller owned the bar
with her husband until recently
selling it to a family from Ontario
that is moving to Pictou County.
“I have such a busy life, so
that’s why it (was) for sale,” she
said, explaining why she decided to sell the business. “This is
my fifth season. We’re business
people. We always wanted to
have a business.”
What is lesser-known about
the seasonal business is that its
origin can be traced to a location
on the Braeshore where the late
Trueman Stright and his late
wife, Olive, owned and operated
it.
Their son, Bill Stright, worked
at the bar when he was young
and later took it over with his
wife in the mid-1990s. He

explained how the bar was busy
with traffic proceeding to and
from the ferry at Caribou
Harbour.
The road through Braeshore
was the only option through
Pictou until Highway 106
opened in 1968. That prompted
the building’s removal to its
present location.
“It wasn’t out there very long,
about the same time the highway opened,” Bill Stright said,
while describing the soft ice
cream and related products, as
well as potato chips and pop that
could be purchased there.
He said the bar business is
good for one important reason.
“’It’s probably the location.
That’s the main access point.”
The Strights tried to open it in
late April or early May and close
it shortly after Labour Day.
“A lot of the staff was going
back to school or university,” he
said.
Bill and his wife sold the business in 2013 but not before

upgrades that included adding a
basement for a washroom and
food storage.
“It was getting more difficult
to get staff,” he said, while adding some ice cream-related products they could count on were
being cut back. “There was a
time when we did enjoy it. It was
good for our son to earn some
money to go to university. For
both of us it was a full-time job.
You were pretty well tied down,
and it really got to be a lot more
work.”
Miller expanded the menu
when she bought the business in
2016. She later installed a heat
pump to keep the place cooler in
summer and extend the season
further into the fall.
“It was a really exciting time,”
she said.
Miller also praised her staff
over the time she’s operated the
bar.
“For five years I’ve had amazing staff,” she said. “I cannot
complain at all. They’re great.”

Brooke Miller stands between her sons Lane, left, and Cole with their dog, Maggie, in front of
Miller’s Ice Cream.
(Goodwin photo)
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GREAT HOBBY FARM!
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MLS#202120657

1112 River John
Road
$349,000
Charlie Parker

B.Sc, REALTOR®

Modern updated bungalow, large triple
garage/barn, almost 12 acres of land,
mostly cleared, large fenced in orchard and
garden, greenhouse, stocked trout pond.
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