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SEK NEWS
Armed
man robs
Weir store

The annual Parsons Chamber of Commerce Christmas
parade looked different this
year because of the pandemic. Floats for businesses or
organizations were set up
in the parking lot and along
the road in Marvel Park and
the public drove by to enjoy
them. School bands participated, too. Main Street traffic
was backed up from Marvel
to 16th Street as the parade
began and vehicles slipped
into that stream from northsouth roads in the area.
Labette Community College
(above) greeted parade-goers early on. Curious Minds
had the Grinch directing
traffic (left).

WEIR — A man armed
with a knife robbed a convenience store in Weir
Wednesday evening.
Cherokee County sheriff’s
detectives are investigating
the robbery that occurred at
6:39 p.m. Wednesday at the
Quick Shop in Weir.
A white man entered the
store wearing blue jeans,
a grey hoodie and camouflage jacket. The man brandished a knife and left on
foot with the money. He
is described as 6-foot tall
with a slender build.
Detectives are following
up on leads. Anyone with information on the identity of
the man should contact the
Cherokee County Sheriff’s
Office at (620) 429-3992.
Tips can also be submitted anonymously by texting
the number 888777. Just
type tip cherokee followed
by any information you are
able to provide.

Ray Nolting/Sun photos

DEATHS
Obituaries or notices for
the following people can
be found on Page 2 in today’s Sun:
n Ruth Rice
n Jennifer Hansen
n Ann Dickens
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Cherryvale
considers
suspending
face-to-face
classes

REVERSE CHRISTMAS PARADE

EDWARD JONES, 81,
of Parsons, service at 2
p.m. Friday at Oakwood
Cemetery.
CHARLES HOWARD,
73, of Austin, Texas, service at 3 p.m. Friday at
Memorial Lawn Cemetery
Patio in Parsons.
CAROL GEORGE, 76,
of Redfield, graveside service at 2 p.m. Saturday at
Uniontown Cemetery.
MARY THOMAS, 74,
of Topeka, formerly of
Parsons, service at 10 a.m.
Friday at Forbes-Hoffman
Funeral Home in Parsons.
INEZ BOWMAN, 73,
Oswego,
remembrance
from 2 to 5 p.m. Sunday at
Oswego Community Center, 203 North St.
JENNIFER
HANSEN, 37, of Parsons, service at 4 p.m. Tuesday at
Forbes-Hoffman Funeral
Home.
ANN DICKENS, 79, of
Parsons, graveside service
at 1:30 p.m. Tuesday at
Memorial Lawn Cemetery
Patio.
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Bob Burke, (left), director of resource development and community engagement for United Way of Southwest Missouri
and Southeast Kansas, Parsons Police Chief Robert Spinks and City Manager Debbie Lamb pose with an oversized check
representing the amount raised by Parsons police officers and firefighters in a United Way campaign.

Fire, police raise $6,902 for United Way
By Jamie Willey
jwilley@parsonssun.com
An inaugural United Way
city of Parsons employee
campaign raised over $6,000
in pledges.
During a Thursday city
commission work session,
Bob Burke, director of resource development and
community engagement for
United Way Southwest Missouri and Southeast Kansas,
commended the city workers
involved in the campaign.
Fire Chief Kenny Ward

had reported to the commission in early November that
65 city employees pledged
$6,902 in the fund drive. The
money will be deducted from
their paychecks in dollar increments regularly.
Ward reinstated the United Way campaign at the city
with a friendly wager between firefighters and police
officers. The fire department
raised more than the police
department, which had to buy
the firefighters pizza.
On Thursday, Ward also
said that he challenged City

Manager Debbie Lamb to
match each $1 donation per
paycheck from all city employees with 50 cents from her
own paycheck. She quickly
accepted. He also challenged
Police Chief Robert Spinks
to match each of his officers’
contributions dollar for dollar
as Ward did with the firefighters. Spinks also accepted the
challenge and actually pledged
more than the match.
Burke attended Thursday’s
work session to thank the
city and present an oversized
check representing the mon-

ey the city employees have
pledged to United Way.
“Our theme for this year’s
United Way campaign is
‘Now More Than Ever, We
Must Live United,’ and if
ever there was a group that
embodied this year’s theme,
it’s the city of Parsons and the
city staff,” Burke said.
Burke said the money will
assist hundreds of people in
Parsons.
The United Way distributes money donated through
paycheck contributions to local nonprofit organizations.

CHERRYVALE — As
the percentage of COVID-19
cases has increased in
Southeast Kansas, school
boards are faced with the
task of discussing what to do
if they do not have enough
staff to cover face-to-face
classes.
The Cherryvale-Thayer
USD 447 Board of Education met in special session
Wednesday night to discuss
temporarily
suspending
face-to-face classes.
The
superintendent,
building administrators and
school nurse gave an update on the number of active
COVID-19 cases in the district, numbers on quarantine
and the impact on schools’
ability to have sufficient
staff to maintain school operations in a face-to-face environment.
“The number of active
cases and quarantines is
rapidly approaching a number where we won’t have
sufficient staff to supervise
students. Teachers are also
struggling to effectively
juggle remote learners now
See 447, Page 8.

New rules
may shorten
quarantine
periods
The Labette County
Health Department has adopted new guidelines that
shorten COVID-19-related
quarantines.
The changes follow new
guidelines from the federal
Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention that were adopted by the Kansas Department of Health and Environment this week.
Lisa Hoppock, administrator of the Labette County
Health Department, said the
new guidelines do not apply to people already under
quarantine. It only applies
from Thursday going forward, she said.
“KDHE continues to recommend the 14-day quarantine and monitoring after being exposed to COVID-19,”
said Dr. Lee Norman,
KDHE secretary. “The incubation for this disease is
still 14 days. The guidance
is being changed at a federal level to encourage more
people to get tested and encourage better compliance
with quarantines.”
With the shortened quarantine period there are two
options, one with testing
and one without, with both
requiring the individual to
be symptom-free. Because
of high risk situations, residents in long-term care and
assisted living facilities as
well as inmates in Kansas
Department of Corrections
prisons are not eligible for
shortened quarantine periods in any county.
See RULES, Page 2.

