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DEATHS
Obituaries or notices for
the following people can be
found on Page 2 in today’s
Sun:
n Katharine Fisher
n Darrel Keller

FUNERALS
RICHARD WILLIS,
97, of Wichita, service at 1
p.m. Nov. 8 at Mount Hope
Cemetery, Galesburg.
BETTY DIXON, 92, of
Parsons, service at 10 a.m.
Tuesday at Carson-Wall
Funeral Home.
GERALD MCGOWN,
of McCune, memorial
tribute and balloon release
on Saturday at McCune
Community Center. Hours
are 2 to 4 p.m., with the
tribute beginning at 2:30
p.m.
TOMMY MANNING,
41, of Hallowell, service
at 10:30 a.m. Oct. 24 at
Springhill Cemetery.
DONALD MOODY, 70,
of Bartlesville, Oklahoma,
service at 2 p.m. Saturday at Hope Cemetery, St.
Paul.
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Stella Wells
auction off
this year,
but group
still accepts
donations

Police
investigate
gunfire call
Parsons police are investigating reported gunfire from Monday night
that damaged a Parsons
restaurant.
Officers responded to a
report of shots fired at 9:05
p.m. Monday in the 100
block of South 25th Street.
Responding officers spoke
to witnesses who heard
the gunshots. The officers
were told that an older
white four door Ford car
was possibly involved.
While officers looked
for the vehicle, investigators found three shell
casings in the street. The
intended target of the
shooting is unknown, although officers located
what appeared to be a bullet hole in the metal siding
of Peter’s Chinese Restaurant. It does not appear the
restaurant was the target.
A partial bullet fragment
was recovered.
Witnesses who heard
the gunshots could not
positively identify the target or the suspects. Police
are still investigating.
Parsons Police Chief
Robert Spinks said, “We
hope that the victim or a
witness can give us a better
lead to follow. This incident
could have left an innocent
bystander injured or dead.
Police can’t anticipate when
shootings are going to occur
and need the public help to
close cases so we can put
these criminals behind bars
for the Labette County judicial system to decide a proper punishment.”
He said most criminal
cases are closed because
of good witnesses. He encourages citizens to “see
it, hear it, report it” anytime they have a suspicion
of illegal activity.
If anyone has further
information on this incident or any other criminal
activity, please contact the
Parsons Police Department
at 421-7060, call the tip line
at 421-7057 or email tips@
parsonspd.com.
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A crew member from Advanced Workzone Services on Tuesday morning marks a line for painting a lane boundary
for the opening of a portion of the new traffic roundabout at the U.S. 160 and U.S. 59 junction east of Altamont. Part
of the roundabout opened at 11:50 a.m. Tuesday as project work continues.

Part of roundabout opens for use
ALTAMONT — The roundabout east of Altamont
on U.S. 59 at the junction of U.S. 160 partially opened
as of 11:50 a.m. Tuesday.
Most of the north-south shoofly and part of the eastwest shoofly will be closed to allow the project to be
completed.
Westbound traffic will exit the roundabout on the
south side and turn west on what will remain of the eastwest shoofly. Southbound traffic will exit the roundabout on the south and take the south shoofly to Ottawa
Road. Eastbound and northbound traffic will take the
appropriate exits from the roundabout.
Signs will guide drivers around the single-land
roundabout, and drivers must yield to traffic in the circle before entering.
Work continues on connecting the western leg of the
roundabout to the existing alignment of U.S. 160 into
Altamont. Work also continues on the south leg of the
roundabout.
The northern section of the paved north-south shoofly and the eastern section of the paved east-west shoofly

will be milled and the asphalt saved for future Kansas
Department of Transportation projects.
On the original timeline the $3.1 million project was
to be done in the summer. However, work stopped for
the winter months beginning in November 2019 and
didn’t resume until after the COVID-19 pandemic hit in
the spring. LaForge and Budd Construction of Parsons
has 115 working days to get the single-lane roundabout
completed.
Lights still need to be added to the western leg of the
roundabout exit lanes.
Priscilla Petersen, a KDOT spokesperson in Chanute,
said KDOT asks drivers to obey the signs and pavement
markings and to slow down through the work zone.
Steve Bacon, a KDOT engineering technician for the
roundabout, said the project likely will not be done until
December, depending on weather. There is still road to
tear out and concrete to pour and cure.
“It’s starting to come together,” he said of the project.
He also asked drivers to be alert and follow the pavement markings and signs.

Ballot drop boxes are in place in Labette County
OSWEGO — Two drop boxes have
been installed in Labette County, one
in Parsons and one in Oswego, to accept advance ballots that voters fill out
for the Nov. 3 general election.
The drop boxes are located inside
the Law Enforcement Center in Oswego, just west of the courthouse,
and outside the Labette County Judicial Center in Parsons at Central and
Broadway. Both are monitored and
both will be emptied daily beginning
this week.
On Wednesday (today), County
Clerk Gena Landis will unlock both of
the drop boxes because Wednesday is
also the first day advance ballots can
be mailed to voters who requested
them for the Nov. 3 election.
Landis said the rules for the drop
boxes include having a bipartisan team
empty the boxes daily. So a Democrat
and a Republican from her office will
check the box in the Law Enforcement
Center (sheriff’s office) daily. She
hired a Democrat and a Republican to
work as a team and check the box in
Parsons daily and drive the ballots to
Oswego.
The drop boxes are meant to assist
voters, and county clerks, in collecting

advance ballots for the general election
and in future elections without going
through the U.S. Postal Service.
The Kansas Secretary of State’s Office purchased the drop boxes using
federal funding meant to bolster the
2020 elections during the pandemic.
The secretary purchased 180 drop
boxes for Kansas. Labette County received its two and they were installed
Monday. Twelve counties opted out
of getting the drop boxes, 79 counties asked for two, 12 counties asked
for one, Wabaunsee County asked
for three and Johnson County asked
for seven, according to Katie Koupal,
deputy assistant secretary of state for
communications and policy. The drop
boxes hold 1,640 ballots and each are
made of stainless steel. Each box has
multiple security protections to prevent tampering.
Each box cost $2,029, including
shipping, Koupal said.
“Accompanying the drop boxes
will be security best practices and
guidelines (placement, installation,
location, etc). The guidance will include evaluations for lighting, secu-

This ballot drop box is located inside
the Law Enforcement Center in Oswego. A similar box is sitting outside the
Labette County Judicial Center in Parsons. Voters who fill out advance ballots can drop their ballots off in these
See BOXES, Page 4. any time before 7 p.m. on Election Day.

Erie, grocery store owners still negotiating
ERIE — Contract negotiations between the city of
Erie and the owners of the
town’s only grocery store
apparently are still ongoing.
The Erie City Council has
been considering the purchase of Stub’s Market for
several months in a move to
keep the store from closing.
The council met with
Shirley Mahurin, who owns
Stub’s with her husband, David, in a 20-minute closed
session on Monday night.
The council then scheduled
a special meeting for 5 p.m.
Oct. 19 to discuss the contract again.
The council seems set to

buy the store soon, with the
hope the transaction can be
completed at the beginning
of the new year. On Monday the council approved
the purchase of an ad for the
store manager position to
be run in Kansas newspapers once a week for three
weeks through the Kansas Press Association. The
council agreed in September to apply for a $480,000
Rural Economic Development Loan from the U.S.
Department of Agriculture
that would be used for the
purchase.
The city has had the framework of a proposed contract

ready for a few months. Seth
Jones, the city’s attorney,
has worked with Mahurin
on some of the details of the
contract recently.
Under
the
proposed
agreement, the city would
pay the Mahurins $300,000
for the building and fixtures,
plus inventory value at the
time of the sale and 0.5% of
gross sales for 10 years.
The city has been considering the possible acquisition of Stub’s since at least
last summer after the Mahurins introduced the proposal. The Mahurins haven’t been able to find a buyer
for their store on the private

market.
In another matter Monday, the council approved
applying for a grant from
Neosho County’s Strengthening People and Revitalizing Kansas program. The
county received over $3.2
million in federal coronavirus relief funds passed
down from the state. Each
city in the county can be reimbursed for up to $100,000
in expenses related to the
COVID-19 pandemic.
The council also gave approval to the city of Chanute
to run its fiber optic line to
the Labette Health Clinic in
Erie.

For the first time in years,
there will be no Stella Wells
Christmas auction, but donations are still being accepted as food baskets will
still be handed out to 700
families this year, carrying
on the decades-old tradition
of helping those in need.
There are other changes
this year, too, and the Stella
Wells committee is asking
for the community’s support
to make it all happen.
Applications will be made
by phone only. No in-person
applications will be accepted this year. Dori Howerter,
Stella Wells organizer, said
a phone number will be announced later for accepting
applications Nov. 23, 24 and
possibly Nov. 25. A link on
Facebook will also be available.
There is a greater need for
community volunteers this
year. Students from Parsons
Middle School and the Youth
Crisis Center normally volunteer to help fill boxes with
food items, but Howerter
said the students are unable to participate this year,
so the committee is asking
church groups, clubs and
civic organizations interested in forming small groups
of volunteers of around six
to eight to help fill boxes
with non-perishables. There
will be about 14 double rows
of boxes set up throughout
the old Sutherland building
the week of Dec. 14. Those
interested can contact David
Winchell to schedule a time
to help organize the food for
distribution. Times will be
available throughout the day
and possibly even into the
evening. Help is appreciated, even if a group can only
volunteer for an hour or so.
Pick up of the food boxes
will operate much like food
commodities and farm to table boxes have the last several months, being drive-thru.
The boxes will be ready for
pick up Dec. 19.
Pick up will be contactless. Everyone is asked to
come pick up their own basket. Only two boxes will be
allowed in any one vehicle.
Those picking up a second
box for someone else must
have a signed note, Howerter said.
The hours for basket pick
up will be announced later.
Deliveries will be made
the same day beginning at
8 a.m. and drivers are also
needed to assist with that.
“People need to be home
because deliveries will
be porch only,” Aquila
Winchell said. Those making the deliveries will attempt to call or text the individuals to tell them the box
is on their porch.
The logistics for places
like Belmont Towers will
have to be worked out with
management.
Donations can be mailed
See AUCTION, Page 2.

