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LOCAL NEWS
Traffic stop
leads to
arrest for
drugs and
gun
Parsons police arrested
a man during a traffic stop
early Wednesday after
drugs and a weapon were
found in the vehicle.
At 12:58 a.m. Wednesday, police Sgt. Joel Franklin saw a vehicle driving
left of center in the 500
block of South 26th Street.
Franklin followed the vehicle and saw it traveling
12 mph over the posted
speed limit and he stopped
the vehicle.
The driver gave Franklin a false name but during
the stop he noticed marijuana in the vehicle. The
vehicle was searched, and
the true identity of the
driver was discovered to
be Clarence Lee Williams.
Williams, a felon, was in
possession of illegal narcotics, marijuana, paraphernalia and a firearm.
Williams was arrested
for three counts of possession of a controlled
substance, possession of
marijuana, possession of
paraphernalia,
interference with law enforcement, distribution of marijuana, distribution of other
certain illegal drugs, an
aggravated weapons violation, suspicion of driving
under the influence, no
valid driver’s license and
multiple traffic violations.
Parsons Police Chief
Robert
Spinks
said,
“This is a perfect example for the community to
See ARREST, Page 12.

DEATHS
Obituaries or notices for
the following people can be
found on Page 2 in today’s
Sun:
n Beverly Reynolds
n Helen LaFalier
n Darrel Keller

Dave Mattox, co-author of “Parsons
Kansas 150 Years,”
opens a box of the
newly printed books.
The books will be
sold at an upcoming
book signing in
November and at
two local businesses. Profits from the
sales will go toward
the city’s 150th celebration in 2021. Inset
photo shows a page
from the book.
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Book retelling Parsons’ first
150 years to be available Nov. 1
By Colleen Williamson
cwilliamson@parsonssun.com
For more than two years, Dave Mattox and Mike
Brotherton, who love local history, have worked to
compile a book offering a glimpse into the last 150
years in Parsons.
Their efforts help commemorate the community’s
sesquicentennial in 2021.
“We’re excited about the book,” Brotherton said. “It’s
a perfect way to jump start next year’s celebration.”
Each chapter of the book focuses on a different theme
and collects for the reader photographs of events, people, places and items.
Mattox and Brotherton collected information from
existing books, research from Parsons’ late historian
Maynard Harding, and newspapers.com, including
Parsons Sun archives, to get recorded history, dates
and first-hand accounts. Photographs came from the
Parsons Historical Society Museum and private collec-

tions.
“Every chapter starts with an essay that puts every
chapter in perspective and gives a little bit of the history. Then, each chapter builds, and by the end of the
book, if you’ve read all the essays, you get the whole
general history,” Brotherton said. “It’s a combination of
photographs and items. Mostly the items are related to
the photographs. Dave did all the page layouts with my
suggestions, and I did all the writing.”
One chapter is a Top 10 list of people and events that
have shaped Parsons.
Of course, people may have different opinions of
what should have made the list. The public is invited
to share what events and people they think should have
made the two lists by posting on the Parsons Kansas
150 Years page on Facebook.
“Even if they disagree, it would be fun to create a
dialogue,” Brotherton said.
See BOOK, Page 12.
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Oswego
hospital
admin
works to
reopen
facility
By Ray Nolting
rnolting@parsonssun.com
OSWEGO — The administrator of Oswego Regional
Hospital, which will be the
working name of the former
Oswego Community Hospital when it reopens, spoke
to the Oswego City Council Tuesday night seeking a
letter of support to help with
licensing.
Don Weidemann has been
administrator of the hospital
since late August. Oswego
Neuropsych Hospital Inc.
bought Oswego Community
Hospital in bankruptcy for
$75,000. Oswego’s hospital
and its two clinics closed
in February 2019 because
of financial issues tied to its
former owner. The closure
impacted 50 people who
provided services at the 12bed hospital at 800 Barker
Drive.
Labette Health opened
clinics in Oswego and Chetopa to fill the health care
void.
Weidemann told council
members Tuesday he’s applied for licenses to reopen
the Oswego hospital and its
two clinics. Once a state license is in place, he will
seek approval from the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) to be
designated as a 12-bed acute
care hospital. He thinks the
clinics in Oswego and Chetopa will open sooner than
the hospital. He didn’t know
how long CMS approval
would take.
The goal is to open in November, he said. He said he
would like to open the hospital before the CMS designation comes.
Weidemann said Tuesday
that a letter of support from
See OSWEGO, Page 12.

FUNERALS
RICHARD WILLIS,
97, of Wichita, service at 1
p.m. Nov. 8 at Mount Hope
Cemetery, Galesburg.
GERALD MCGOWN,
of McCune, memorial
tribute and balloon release
on Saturday at McCune
Community Center. Hours
are 2 to 4 p.m., with the
tribute beginning at 2:30
p.m.
TOMMY MANNING,
41, of Hallowell, service
at 10:30 a.m. Oct. 24 at
Springhill Cemetery.
DONALD MOODY, 70,
of Bartlesville, Oklahoma,
service at 2 p.m. Saturday at Hope Cemetery, St.
Paul.
HELEN LAFALIER,
94, of Parsons, graveside
service at 1 p.m. Friday at
Lake Creek Cemetery in
Bartlett.
DARREL
KELLER,
79, of Parsons, service
at 11 a.m. Saturday at
Forbes-Hoffman Funeral
Home.
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USD 505 to offer early
retirement incentive
CHETOPA — Chetopa-St. Paul USD 505 Board
of Education Monday approved an early retirement
incentive for its teachers, similar to the one offered
in 2017-2018 school year.
Superintendent Craig Bagshaw said Wednesday
the incentive is extending an offering of insurance
to KPERS-eligible retired employees, so it pays
their single insurance coverage for five years until they get to Social Security or age 65, whatever
comes first.
“They reach their 85 points for retiring, or even a
few extra years in there, but there is always that time
frame where they can’t retire because of the insurance cost,” Bagshaw said. “So we have teachers that
have worked here for 40 years, so they are worthy of
something. We have very little in regards to a retirement package or incentive.
“We’re just trying to take care of those career
teachers that are in our district.”
In other business, the board:
— Heard there might be more grant opportunities
through Neosho and Labette County for reimbursement of COVID-19 costs.

In-person voting begins in
Kansas with short wait times
BELLE PLAINE (AP) — Early in-person
voting began Wednesday in several Kansas
counties, with election officials reporting
heavier than usual turnout but relatively
short wait times to cast a ballot.
Election offices across the state also began
on Wednesday sending out the first batches
of mail-in ballots to voters who requested
them in what election officials anticipate will
be record numbers amid the pandemic.
The state’s most populous counties won’t
start advance in-person voting for several more days, but a smattering of smaller
counties that have begun are providing an
early glimpse of what has been a smooth
start to the general election in Kansas.
Between 10 and 14 people were lined up
outside each of the four advance in-person
voting sites in Douglas County before doors
opened Wednesday morning, but voters
otherwise did not have to wait to cast a ballot, said Douglas County Clerk Jamie Shew.
“We were prepared for an extremely large
rush at the beginning,” Shew said. “People

are just walking in and voting.”
Douglas County election officials had
“bulked up” voter check-in desks with additional poll workers in anticipation of a large
turnout based on the phone calls they had
been getting and what they were seeing happening in other states.
In Riley County, about 20 people were
waiting to vote at the county courthouse
before the doors opened for the first day of
advance voting, said Riley County Clerk
Rich Vargo. They were processed in about
five minutes and local election officials have
been busier than usual processing a steady
stream of voters all day.
The same scene also played out in Hutchinson, where election officials arriving to work
found a line of voters that stretched from the
front door of the Reno County Annex to the
sidewalk for the first day of advance voting. The longest wait time to cast a ballot on
Wednesday morning in Reno County was
probably around 15 minutes, and it has been
busier than usual for the first day of voting.

