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T
he cavalry is here.

Neighbors and other teams 
working to help clean-up and 

assist Panola County residents 
affected by last weekend’s torna-
does have been out throughout the 
southern half  of  the county to lend 
a hand.

In Antioch, several Beckville High 
School students were helping Amy 
Podlewski and her family to clean 
up a destroyed shop on Thursday 
and Friday. The students were some 
of  Podlewski’s FFA kids, as well as 
students who just wanted to help.

“We’re basically cutting out the 
major i-beams and stuff  of  the shop 
that have collapsed on top of  stuff, 
so they’re using a cutting torch,” 
Podlewski said. “As they pull off  
the metal and stuff, we’re able to 
pull out the actual useable tools and 
stuff  like that. So we’re just basical-
ly un-bearing everything.”

The Texas Baptist Men Disaster 
Relief  and the Southern Baptists of  
Texas Convention Disaster Relief  
also came with chainsaws this week 
to help residents and spread the 
Good Word.

The Southern Baptists of  Texas 
Convention disaster relief  team 
stayed at Still Waters Cowboy 
Church while they help the area. 
They have members from all over 
East Texas and travel nationwide 
and overseas to help those struck 
by disaster, team leader Paul Easter 
said.

“The reason we do it is ‘cause the 
good Lord sends me and this crew 
out just to help people,” he said.

The Texas Baptist Men’s group 
also travels all over the country to 
help people. On Wednesday, they 
and the Southern Baptist team were 
working on Country Road 190 off  
FM 1971.

“We’re out here, for instance this 
lady’s house you can see all this 

Disaster relief teams lend helping hands in wake of tornadoes

Stella Wieser

Steve Adcock from the Southern Baptists of Texas Disaster Relief team points out some work they did clearing torando debri 
on County Road 109 off FM 1971 by Lake Murvaul.
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Convention Disaster 
Relief team works 

on clearing tornado 
debri on County 
Road 164 off of 

FM 1701. Students 
from Beckville 

High School helped 
clean up tornado 

damage in Antioch 
on Thursday.

FROM STAFF REPORTS
Panola County has estab-

lished an emergency oper-
ations center to help coor-
dinate disaster relief  and 
response for those affected 
by the March 27 tornadoes, 
County Judge LeeAnn Jones 
said Friday.

The EOC will be based at 
the Panola County Expo Cen-
ter and will be operated by 
East Texas-based Hand Up 
Network.

Residents who need help 
with trees, storm damage, etc. 
are asked to call the emergen-
cy contact line at (903) 263-
3653 or email HelpPanola@
gmail.com. An assessment 
team will be sent to figure out 
what volunteer organizations 
and teams can do.

In addition, the county is 
asking all volunteers and vol-
unteer organizations to go 
to the Expo Center for direc-
tion, as volunteer activities 
will be managed by Hand Up 
Network in coordination with 
the Panola County Emergen-
cy Manager.

Residents who are ap-
proached by a volunteer 
group and who have concerns 
should contact the EOC im-
mediately, Jones said.

Those wishing to donate 
supplies are asked to contact 
the EOC to determine cur-
rent needs. East Texas Resi-
dents interested in donating 
supplies may also do so at 
Hand Up Network at 200 N. 
Beckham, Tyler, TX 75702, 
(903) 597-5334 or info@Hand-
UpNetwork.com.

Relief 
center 
set up

Stella Wieser

Steve Adcock from the 
Southern Baptists of 
Texas Disaster Relief 
team points out some 
work they did clear-
ing torando debris on 
County Road 109 by 
Lake Murvaul.

See RELIEF, Page 4A
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The Carthage High School 
welding class worked all year 
to build guardrails for the 
Davis Park bathrooms, and 
on Tuesday morning they in-
stalled them.

“The city asked us if  we 
would build this guardrail, 
and so we did it as a class 
project,” teacher Jolene Da-
vis said. “We’ve been work-
ing on it all year among the 

Welding 
classes 
install 
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See WELDING, Page 4A


