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CARTHAGE

BY STELLA WIESER
swieser@panolawatchman.com

Hope Community Medicine 
opened a clinic in Carthage 
on June 15 in Panola College’s 
W.C. Smith Building.

Hope Community Medicine 
offers a wide variety of  medi-
cal services as well as behav-
ioral health services at low 
costs. Payment is on a sliding 
scale, depending on income 
and family size, with insur-
ance not required.

“It ranges between $20 is 
the lowest and $50 is the high-
est,” said Tracie Cain, COO of  
Hope Community Medicine. 
“So you can come and see the 

counselor for as little as $20 or 

the nurse practitioner for as 

little as $20. We also offer dis-

counts on any labs that you 

need done, shots, EKGs, any-

thing like that that you need 

done. And also, if  you have 

private insurance, say if  you 

have a large deductible, you 
can also apply for the sliding 
fee scale, and it will have re-
duced that deductible so that 
you don’t have as much out of  
pocket to pay.”

Hope Community Medicine 
is open to everyone, regard-
less of  income. Cain said they 
want to make sure everybody 
knows they’re here to serve 
everyone and provide state-
of-the-art care.

“Hope Community Medi-
cine started as a mission,” 
she said. “We’re a faith-based 
organization, and we wanted 
to be here to help the patients 
that really need the help and 
to make healthcare affordable 

to everybody. I’ve been with 
Hope now for almost 15 years, 
and I started as a nurse, and 
you get to help patients here 
in a way that I’ve not been 
able to help patients at oth-
er places. It’s not about the 
money that you bring in, it’s 
about the help that you get to 
provide to the patients.”

The clinic is also providing 
testing for COVID-19, with 
nurses going out into the 
parking lot to test people and 
result turn around within 
two to three days. Testing is 
free for those with and with-
out insurance, Cain said.

The clinic is taking precau-
tions with regard to COVID-19 

as well. All staff  have person-
al protective equipment, and 
they are handing out masks 
to people when they come 
inside the clinic, Cain said. 
They are asking people to call 
beforehand in order to sched-
ule appointments or ask any 
questions.

“When they come in the 
front doors, of  course they 
have the sign to stop if  you 
think you’re infected and 
to call, and it has our phone 
number posted there so that 
they don’t enter the build-
ing, and then once they come 
into our clinic inside the W.C 
Smith Building, we try to get 

Hope Community Medicine opens new clinic 
More Information

Hope Community Medicine is 
located in Panola College’s W.C Smith 
Building, 820 W Panola St in Carthage.

Hours are 7 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday 
through Thursday, and Friday from 
7 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Their phone number is (903) 
690-8395

See HOPE, Page 6A

ELECTIONS

MAKING A DIFFERENCE

ELECTIONS

FROM STAFF REPORTS
Early voting begins Mon-

day at the Panola County 
Elections Office in the July 14 
primary runoffs.

Few local races are on the 
runoff  ballot for the election 
that Gov. Greg Abbott delayed 
from May to July after the 
coronavirus pandemic hit the 
state.

Voters participating in the 
Democratic primary will 
decide the outcome in two 
statewide races. Most nota-
bly, state Sen. Royce West, 
D-Dallas, is facing decorated 
Air Force veteran MJ Hegar 
in the Democratic primary 
for the U.S. Senate seat. The 
winner will face U.S. Sen. 
John Cornyn, R-Texas, in 
November. The other state-
wide Democratic primary 

Early 
voting 
starts 
Monday

See VOTING, Page 3A

FROM STAFF REPORTS

T
he fans kept coming 
and coming, until 
they totaled 299.

The Panola County 
Sheriff’s Office, Briarcliff  
Skilled Nursing Center, 
Winkler Place Assisted 
Living, Texas Home Health 
and Heartsway Hospice 
hosted their annual fan 
drive for Mission Carthage 
and Tri-County Commu-
nity Action 
through 
June 19.

Volun-
teers deliv-
ered fans 
to both 
nonprofits 
on Tuesday. 
Fans will be 
given to peo-
ple in need 
to help them 
get through 
the summer 
months.

Photos by Meredith Shamburger

Above and right: Organiz-
ers of a Panola County fan 
drive deliver donations to 

Mission Carthage on Tues-
day morning. See more 

photos on our website at 
panolawatchman.com.

Fan 
Drive

Success

Photos by Meredith Shamburger

Above: Organizers of a Panola County fan drive deliver donations to Tri-County Community Action on Tuesday, June 23. 
Below: Officers with the Panola County Sheriff’s Office help unload fans at Mission Carthage.

BY ROBIN Y. RICHARDSON
ryrichardson@marshallnewsmessenger.com

For Wendi Everingham, 
making a life-changing differ-
ence in the lives of  children 
has been most 
rewarding in 
her role at 
CASA of  Har-
rison, Marion 
and Panola 
Counties.

“We train 
qualified vol-
unteers to 
work as the 
eyes and ears 
of  the court, to serve in the 
best interest of  the children 
that we serve in three coun-
ties,” said Everingham.

CASA 
names 
executive 
director

Wendi 
Everingham

See CASA, Page 6A


