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PANOLA COUNTY

FROM STAFF REPORTS
The state health depart-

ment has notified Panola 
County of  its first confirmed 
case of  the COVID-19 virus, 
County Judge LeeAnn Jones 
said Tuesday.

Jones said health officials 
were investigating whether 
the case was travel-related 
or community spread.

Further details about the 
case were not immediately 
available.

Jones declared a state of  
disaster in Panola County 
last Wednesday in response 
to COVID-19. County com-
missioners voted Tuesday 
to approve the coronavirus 
declaration of  local disaster. 
Jones’s office said Tuesday 
she was also working on a 
shelter-in-place order.

Coronavirus cases have 

been reported throughout 
East Texas and Northwest 
Louisiana, including coun-
ties and parishes surround-
ing Panola County. A list 
of  cases from the Texas De-
partment of  State Health 
Services, the Northeast Tex-
as Public Health District and 
local officials on Tuesday in-
cluded:

 ■ 1 in Harrison County
 ■ 3 in Rusk County
 ■ 4 in Shelby County
 ■ 32 in Smith County (1 

death)
 ■ 5 in Gregg County
 ■ 2 in Cass County
 ■ 2 in Upshur County
 ■ 222 in Caddo Parish
 ■ 56 in Bossier Parish
 ■ 28 in DeSoto Parish

The Light and Champion 
newspaper, in Center, was 
reporting four COVID-19 

cases in Shelby County, with 
at least one case stemming 
from community spread.

Testing
UT Health Carthage’s 

current testing protocol re-
quires clinicians to contact 
local county health depart-
ments for determination of  
further COVID-19 testing if  
other illnesses, such as the 
flu, are ruled out.

Public and private labs are 
currenting analyzing tests, 
including the Public Health 

Health officials investigating source, no other details available

1ST CONFIRMED COVID-19 CASE ANNOUNCED

BY MEREDITH SHAMBURGER

mshamburger@panolawatchman.com

Texas Department of  Pub-

lic Safety patrol vehicles 

could be spotted at the Tex-

as-Louisiana border in both 

Waskom and Bethany on 

Monday afternoon.

But no one was being 

stopped, and traffic was flow-

ing normally despite a state-

wide order that had gone 

into effect at noon that would 

require those driving in 

from Louisiana to self-quar-

antine to help prevent the 

Louisiana-Texas road traffic normal as 
border travel restrictions take effect

Meredith      
Shamburger

Two DPS 
patrol cars 
idle at an 
abandoned 
Bethany gas 
station on 
Monday.

Inside
Panola County school dsitricts’ 

online instruction begins Page 3A
Gov. Abbott extends school clo-

sures, measures to April 30 Page 4B

See BORDER, Page 3A

TXDOT

FROM STAFF REPORTS
The Texas Department of  Trans-

portation has announced several 
upgrades planned for Panola Coun-
ty highways, including the addition 
of  safety features and resurfacing 
the other half  of  U.S. 79.

The agency said it would be re-
surfacing U.S. 79 in western Panola 
County beginning in May. Work is 
expected to take about 20 months.

“We will be resurfacing a 12.3-
mile section of  the highway from 
Rusk County line to State Highway 
149 in Carthage,” said Ray Brady, 

CORONAVIRUS

BY ANNTOINETTE MOORE
Contributing Writer

Although health care workers 
across the state are voicing con-
cerns about a lack of  personal pro-
tection equipment such as masks to 
treat COVID-19 patients, officials at 
area hospitals aren’t sounding the 
same alarm.

Local residents and organiza-
tions have started making masks 

Highway 
upgrades 
planned

See TXDOT, Page 3A

See COUNTY, Page 4A

Hospitals 
don’t voice 
equipment 
concerns

See EQUIP, Page 4A
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The Easter Bunny 
visits residents of 
Winkler Place on 
Friday, March 27. 
Because of coronavi-
rus restrictions, the 
Easter Bunny stayed 
outside and waved 
to residents through 
their windows.

CARTHAGE

A Taste 

of Easter 

Cheer
Winkler Place residents 
get special visit


