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IN COUPON SAVINGS INSIDE

THIS WEEK!

ANNUAL SAVINGS TO DATE

$ 79.50

$ 2853.90
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CARTHAGE

BY STELLA WIESER
swieser@panolawatchman.com

The Sammy Brown Library’s summer 
reading program looked a little differ-
ent this year, but Library Director Kim 
Turner said they still accomplished 
their main goals for the program.

“We had about a third of  the partici-
pants that we usually do, but we were 
happy to be able to do as much as we 
could during a pandemic,” Turner said. 
“Kids were still reading; kids were still 
checking out books. Kids were still fill-
ing in their reading log, and so those 
are our main goals for summer reading, 
and so we accomplished that, just not 

on quite as large a scale as we normally 
do.”

A big change this year was having to 
cut back on their programming activities.

“We had a fabulous program in 2019, 
and we had a good routine where kids 
were coming in regularly to do crafts 
and to do activities and learning activ-
ities and that sort of  thing, and we just 
couldn’t accomplish that this year; we 
couldn’t accommodate that,” Turner 
said. “We had to cancel all of  our sum-
mer reading performers where we nor-
mally get 50 to 100 kids, all in the chil-
dren’s section, seeing people do magic 

Library wraps-up its summer reading program
Stella Wieser

Children’s Co-
ordinator Tanya 

Millican read kids 
the story of Alice 

in Wonderland 
Wednesday for the 
last installment of 
the Sammy Brown 

Library summer 
reading program.

CARTHAGECARTHAGE

BY MEREDITH SHAMBURGER
mshamburger@panolawatchman.com

An expiring waste man-
agement contract has Car-
thage city officials looking at 
whether they want to, among 
other things, keep existing 
service or take it down to 
once-a-week pick-up.

The Carthage City Commis-
sion voted Monday to solicit 
bids for a new waste man-
agement contract, including 
asking potential providers to 
provide bids on:

 ■ continued twice-a-week 
pick-up service

 ■ once-a-week pick-up 

TEXAS

See READING, Page 4A

City eyes 
trash 
pick-up 
options

See TRASH, Page 4A

BY ALIYYA SWABY
The Texas Tribune

In a statement Friday, Gov. 
Greg Abbott said local health 
authorities can shut down 
schools if  there’s evidence 
of  an outbreak after students 
have already returned to 
campus — but cannot shut 
them down weeks before 
schools open.

His statement backs a legal 
opinion released by the Texas 

COVID-19 
school 
closures 
limited

See ABBOTT, Page 3A

A 
new bathroom facility was 
delivered to Davis Park on 
Wednesday, with most of  the 

building already built and ready to 
go.

A crane helped lift the 
46,000-pound building off  its deliv-
ery truck and onto its new site west 
of  the playground. The city plans 
to build a sidewalk from the play-
ground and splash pad to the new 
bathrooms.

City officials will need to hook up 
the plumbing before the facility is 
operational..
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A new bathroom facility was delivered to Davis Park on Wednesday, with 
most of the building already built and ready to go. It took about an hour to get 
everything in place.

Special Delivery


