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CRIME & COURTS

BY COURTNEY STERN
cstern@news-journal.com

An East Texas man held on 
federal charges related to partic-
ipating in the Jan. 6 U.S. Capitol 
riot has asked for pretrial release 
and claims he “did not act out of  
criminal intent but out of  sense 
of  duty,” according to court doc-
uments.

Alex Kirk Harkrider, 34, of  
Carthage, is in federal custody 
awaiting trial and is one of  two 
East Texans indicted on charges 
related to the riots.

A request to revoke the deten-
tion order and modify the bond 

conditions was filed Thursday by 
Harkrider’s attorney Kira Anne 
West out of  Washington, D.C.

“Defendant through counsel, 
respectfully requests that he be 
released on personal recogni-
zance,” the motion said. “If  that 
request is denied Defendant re-
quests as an alternative that he 
be released on Third Party Cus-
tody and placed into the High 
Intensive Supervision Program 
of  the Pretrial Services Agency 
conditioned on reasonable condi-
tions.”

West said Harkrider would be 
willing to submit to GPS moni-
toring by pretrial services in Ty-

ler or house arrest.
Harkrider was indicted on 

charges of  civil disorder, obstruc-
tion of  an official proceeding, 
theft of  government property, 
entering and remaining in a re-
stricted building or grounds with 
a deadly or dangerous weapon, 
disorderly and disruptive con-
duct in a restricted building with 
a deadly or dangerous weapon, 
unlawful possession of  a danger-
ous weapon on capitol grounds 
or buildings, disorderly conduct 
in a capitol building, and parad-
ing, demonstrating or picketing 

Lawyer: Man at Capitol riot ‘out of sense of duty’
U.S. Department   
of Justice

This image 
taken from 
federal court 
documents 
shows Alex 
Harkrider 
inside the 
U.S. Capitol 
on Jan.6. The 
image was 
posted to 
Harkrider’s 
Snapchat, 
the DOJ says.

See RIOT, Page 3A
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FROM STAFF REPORTS
The entire Ark-La-Tex re-

gion is under a slight risk of  
severe weather Wednesday 
afternoon and into the eve-
ning as a cold front sweeps 
through the area, the Nation-
al Weather Service said Tues-
day.

Threats include damaging 
winds between 60-70 mph, 
large hail between a half-dol-
lar and golf-ball sized, and 
isolated tornadoes.

“For all intents and purpos-
es, you may as well go ahead 
and say the entire region is in 
the slight risk,” Meteorologist 
Matt Hemingway, adding that 
although Wednesday’s torna-
do threat is low, they cannot 
rule out the possibility of  
discrete cells forming ahead 

NWS: 
Severe 
weather 
possible 
today

See WEATHER, Page 4A

BY STELLA WIESER
swieser@panolawatchman.com

Texas Comedies is coming 
back to Carthage with a mu-
sical comedy all about Pro-
hibition on Saturday, April 
17 at the Esquire Theater in 
Carthage.

Doors will open at 5:30 p.m., 
with retired Texas State His-
torian Bill O’Neal speaking 
at 6:30 p.m. and the play be-
ginning at 7 p.m. Tickets are 
$15 for adults and $10 for chil-
dren 12 and under. They’re on 
sale only at the Panola Coun-
ty Chamber of  Commerce. If  
the show isn’t sold out, there 
may be some tickets available 
at the door.

“I was talking to Bill O’Neal 
one day, this was right before 

Texas 
Comedies 
returns 
April 17

See SHOW, Page 4A
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EGG SCRAMBLE

Photos by Meredith Shamburger

Children hunt for Easter eggs around the A.L. Turner 
Community Center building in Carthage last Friday. 
The hunt was one of a number of Easter events to take 
place. See more photos online.

BY STELLA WIESER
swieser@panolawatchman.com

A total of  1,156 jars of  peanut 
butter and jelly were delivered to 
Mission Carthage Monday after 
a communitywide drive for dona-
tions.

“The mission said they needed 
peanut butter and jelly, so we go 
them some peanut butter and jel-
ly,” said Shona Guenther, director 
of  marketing and admission at Bri-
arcliff  Skilled Nursing.

The donated jars will go into 
Mission Carthage’s monthly food 
boxes. Janet Ritter, account exec-
utive at Texas Home Health, said 
they’re always glad to help any 
way they can.

Drive collects PB&J for Mission Carthage
Stella Wieser

1,156 jars of peanut butter 
and jelly were given to 
Mission Carthage Monday.

See PB&J, Page 4A


