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IN COUPON SAVINGS INSIDE

THIS WEEK!

ANNUAL SAVINGS TO DATE

$136.60

$2089.90
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Local People making

Local Decisions.
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Catrina Labrada, Drive-Thru Teller

50¢

LIFESTYLES

Panola College Theatre 
to present ‘Elephant’s 
Graveyard’ next week
Page 5A

Business...............................4B
Classifieds............................5B
Lifestyles..............................5A

Obituaries.............................2A
Records.................................2A
Sports..................................1B

The Panola Watchman
www.panolawatchman.com

TODAY’S WEATHER

Brought to you by...

High

76 

Low

68 30% chance 
of rain

PANOLA COUNTY

THINGS TO DO

BY STELLA WIESER
swieser@panolawatchman.com

Volunteers with CASA 
of  Harrison, Marion and 
Panola Counties were 
sworn in by Judge Ter-
ry Bailey on Wednesday 
at the Panola County 
courthouse.

CASA stands for court 
appointed special advo-
cates, CASA volunteer 
coordinator supervisor 
Linea Weaver said, and 
they are volunteers “that 
are placed in the lives of  

children when they are 
removed by the depart-
ment.” Each of  the vol-
unteers have 30 hours of  
in-service training be-
fore they’re sworn in by 
the judge.

“We look at each vol-
unteer and each child in 
each family, and we pick 
the perfect match for 
the volunteer to match 
the kids in the family,” 
she said. “The volunteer 
follows the kids’ lives 
throughout the case. We 
are usually the one and 

only steady contact that 
the kids have through-
out the year plus time 
that they’re actually in 
the care of  the depart-
ment.”

Five women were 
sworn in on Wednesday 
— Jamie Bickham, Isha 
Brown, Keri Vance, Sha-
man Pepper and Frederi-
ca Castleberry.

Pepper said she’d al-
ways been interested 
in becoming a court 

Newest CASA volunteers sworn in Wednesday
Stella Wieser

CASA volun-
teers were 
sworn in 
Wednesday 
by Judge 
Terry Bailey.

See CASA, Page 3A

THINGS TO DO

BY STELLA WIESER
swieser@panolawatchman.com

L
ast Monday, Master Gardener 
Doug Buchan was busy teach-
ing a group of  kids about com-

posting and soil.
“The plant will not grow if  the 

soil’s not good because the micro-
organisms are what feed the roots, 
and so if  the soil’s not good, no mi-
croorganism, no food for the plant, 
the plant dies,” he said. “That’s 
why we work hard at making sure 
the soils are good.”

Buchan has been a master gar-
dener for 20 years and said he loves 
working with youth.

“If  we don’t teach them young, 
then they’re not going to want to 
do it when they’re old,” he said. 
“We’ve got a generation now that 
doesn’t do it. We’re trying to teach 
the children so they’ll teach their 
parents... This is a great group of  
kids. If  you’re seeing stuff  on the 
news about problems and stuff, 

you need to come here and see this. 
These guys are amazing. They’re 
great young people. They listen 
attentively; they ask questions 
and participate in my little experi-

ments. They’re great kids.”
Life Code Mentoring Group’s 

Seeds of Knowledge
Life Code gardening program teaches children how to provide their own food

Submitted Photos

Children and adults work in the community garden at A.L. Turner Community Center.
CARTHAGE

FROM STAFF REPORTS
A Carthage man has been 

charged after Texas A&M 
Forest Service law enforce-
ment investigators said he 
harvested timber without 
paying the landowner.

Jacob Twomey was arrest-
ed Monday and charged with 
timber purchase as trustee 
with intent to defraud an 
amount greater than $500, 
but less than $20,000 — a state 
jail felony.

The Forest Service said a 
landowner agreed to allow 
Twomey to harvest timber for 
a fixed rate on July 31, 2020. 
Twomey paid for half  the 
harvesting period and then 
stopped making payments 

Local man 
arrested 
in timber 
fraud case

FROM STAFF REPORTS
Tickets are on sale for the 

Panola County Chamber of  
Commerce’s annual banquet.

The 2021 banquet will fi-
nally take place May 13 at 
5:30 p.m. at the Texas Coun-
try Music Hall of  Fame after 
getting pushed back twice 
because of  the COVID-19 pan-
demic.

The banquet includes an 
awards ceremony, which will 
honor the Citizen of  the Year, 
the Employee of  the Year, the 
Main Street Rising Star and 
the work of  chamber staff  

Chamber 
banquet 
tix on 
sale now

See TIX, Page 3A

See TIMBER, Page 3A

See GARDEN, 
Page 4A


