
Dedicated to the service of the people and institutions of Panola County since 1873

VOL. 149, ISSUE 10 WEDNESDAY EDITION, FEBRUARY 3, 2021 1 SECTION, 10 PAGES 50¢

SPORTS

Lady Bulldogs finish 
back in pack
Page 7A

RELIGION

Focus on Faith: 
God’s love and care 
Page 5A

Classifieds............................9A
Fun!..................................8A
Obituaries.............................2A

Records.................................2A
Religion...............................5A
Sports..................................7A

The Panola Watchman
www.panolawatchman.com

PCSO

BY STELLA WIESER
swieser@panolawatchman.com

Panola County Sheriff  
Kevin Lake is retiring this 
May, and his third in com-
mand, Captain Sarah Fields, 
was appointed by the Com-
missioner’s Court Monday 
to take over as sheriff  after 
his retirement.

Lake has spent 29 years in 
Panola County law enforce-
ment, starting as a jailer at 
age 19. He’s been sheriff  for 
the past nine years. He said 
his initial plan had been to 
retire sometime last year, 
but after the loss of  Chris 

Dickerson he decided to stay 
on for another year.

“It wasn’t fair to them, my-
self  or the county to leave 
with that dark cloud over 
the department,” he said. 
“So I’ve done that, and in de-
ciding on retirement, I kin-
da wanted to do it last year 
because I knew the election 
was coming up, and I know 
it’s a little maybe unfair 
to the court to have gone 
through the election and 
just be reelected and then 
put you folks in the position 
to appoint somebody, but 
due to the situation with los-
ing Chris I had no choice but 

to do it that way.”
Lake said it’s been a re-

warding career in law en-
forcement, and he’ll still be 
around.

“It’s been a good career, but 
I feel that my time has come, 
that I need to step away and 
let somebody else lead,” he 
said. “I’m just ready to spend 
some time with my family... 
really the only occupation 
I’ve had my entire adult life 
is law enforcement in Pano-
la County, and so it’s kind of  
bitter sweet thinking about 
that, but it’s time and I look 
forward to it, and I continue 

Panola County Sheriff Kevin Lake to retire this May
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Kevin Lake has been in office as Panola County Sheriff since 2013.
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Troopers responded to a 

three vehicle fatal crash 
Saturday morning on U.S. 
79 about 11 miles north 
of  Carthage, Texas De-
partment of  Public Safety 
Spokeswoman Sgt. Jean 
Dark said.

Inter Community Fire 
Department and Commu-
nity Four Fire Department 
responded to the crash, De-
Berry District Chief  Rob-
ert DelConte shared in a 
post to Inter Community 
VFD’s Facebook page Sat-
urday. DelConte said they 
were advised that two eigh-
teen wheelers had collided. 
Upon reaching the scene, 
they found three vehicles 
involved and a lot of  debri 
in the roadway, he said.

“The second driver was 
out of  their truck and was 
transported to the ER, 
and the third person was 
struck due to the accident 
and was not inside a vehi-
cle,” DelConte said. “Units 
found that we had a large 
oil spill, along with a large 
fuel spill throughout the 
whole scene. Units were 
able to provide medical 
care to one patient, and 
sadly two people involved 
were found to be deceased. 
Units were able to extricate 
the deceased driver out of  
their truck and assist with 
traffic control until TXDOT 
could arrive.”

DelConte offered thanks 
in his post to Elysian Fields 
Fire Department, Texas 
DPS, Panola County Sher-
iff ’s Office, Allegiance 
EMS, Garrett’s Wrecker 
Service, TXDOT and Lone-
star Hazmat for their com-
bined teamwork to get the 
job done safely.

Crash    
results   
in two   
fatalities
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W
ith help from the commu-
nity, 3,878 soup items were 
collected for the second 

annual soup drive for Mission 
Carthage.

The drive was orchestrated by 
Texas Home Health, HeartsWay 
Hospice, Winkler Place, Briarcliff  
Skilled Nursing and the Village 
Salon.

“January is national soup 
month, so that’s where we got 
the idea...” Janet Ritter, account 
executive at Texas Home Health, 
said. “With the pandemic and 
with so many people out of  jobs, 
and of  course there’s always those 
that are less fortunate than us 

Soup Drive

Mission Carthage receives nearly 4,000 cans in community soup drive
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Community members unload soup at Mission Carthage Tuesday morning.

Photos by Stella Wieser

Above and below: Community members unload soup at Mission Carthage Tuesday 
morning.
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