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PANOLA COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE BLOTTER

Special to the Watchman

The following items 
were submitted by the 
Panola County Sheriff’s 
Office.

Friday, Oct. 23
 ■ Deputy Jacob Sam-

ford took a report of  
assault that occurred 
on County Road 108. 
Complainant stated that 
she and her husband 
were having an argu-
ment when he took a 
flower pot holder and 
pressed it to her neck. 
Complainant advised 
that her husband then 
got into his truck and 
left the residence. Pho-
tographs were taken of  
the complainant’s in-
juries and information 
was forwarded to the 
district attorney’s office.

 ■ Deputy Jeff  Martin 
responded to a residence 
on County Road 199 in 
reference to a burglary. 
Upon arrival, Deputy 
Martin met with the 
complainant who stat-
ed that his neighbors 
have been stealing his 
electricity by running a 
wire from his property 
to theirs. Complainant 
also advised that he be-
lieves the subjects have 
broken into his barn and 
stolen numerous items. 
Deputy Martin located 
the wire and disconnect-
ed it. Numerous items 
were also located on the 
suspect’s property that 
the complainant con-
firmed were the items 
stolen from his barn. A 
warrant was issued and 
both suspects have been 
arrested.

Saturday, Oct. 24
 ■ While on patrol, 

Deputy Stephen Gillie 
and Deputy Jacob Sam-
ford conducted a traffic 
stop on a vehicle for an 
equipment violation. 
Upon making contact 
with the male driver, 
Deputy Gillie immedi-
ately detected the odor 
of  what he believed to be 
marijuana coming from 
inside the vehicle. When 
questioned, the subject 
admitted to having mar-
ijuana inside the vehi-
cle as well as a firearm. 
A search of  the vehicle 
was then conducted, 
and deputies located the 
firearm as well as a bag 
of  suspected marijuana 
and a container of  edi-
ble cannabis gummies. 

The subject was placed 
under arrest for posses-
sion of  marijuana and 
unlawfully carrying a 
weapon.

Sunday, Oct. 25
 ■ Deputy Phillip 

Grimes responded to 
a residence on Coun-
ty Road 202 in refer-
ence to an assault that 
had already occurred. 
Upon arrival, Deputy 
Grimes met with the 
complainant, who stat-
ed that a male subject 
came to his residence. 
Complainant advised 
that he told the subject 
to leave, but the subject 
exited his vehicle in-
stead and approached 
him in an aggressive 
manner. Complainant 
stated that a physical al-
tercation ensued where 
he received several cuts 
to his face, arms and 
legs. Complainant ad-
vised that the subject 
then got into his truck 
and ran over his mail-
box before leaving the 
property. The subject 
was located a short time 
later and placed under 
arrest for assault, crim-
inal trespass and crimi-
nal mischief.

 ■ While on patrol, 
Deputy Jacob Samford 
and Deputy Stephen 
Gillie observed a UTV 
occupied by two male 
subjects being driven 
on the roadway. Depu-
ties also observed the 
driver of  the UTV to be 
swerving and failing to 
maintain a single lane. 
Deputies then attempted 
to initiate a traffic stop, 
at which time the driver 
accelerated and turned 
down a lease road. Af-
ter approximately two 
miles, deputies were un-
able to continue pursing 
the UTV due to the con-
dition of  the lease road. 
After further investiga-
tion, the identities of  the 
two subjects has been 
obtained and informa-
tion will be forwarded to 
the DA’s office.

 ■ Panola County 
Sheriff’s Office deputies 
responded to a residence 
on FM 1970 in reference 
to a disturbance. Upon 
deputies’ arrival, it was 
discovered that a male 
subject had become an-
gry and at first assault-
ed by his girlfriend by 
putting her in a choke-
hold causing her to have 
difficulty breathing. 

The girlfriend then left 
the residence. The sub-
ject then began having 
a physical altercation 
with his stepdad, at 
which time he produced 
two pocket knives and 
proceeded to stab his 
father multiple times in 
the back. The stepfather 
was taken by EMS for 
treatment and the sus-
pect was placed under 
arrest for assault and 
aggravated assault with 
a deadly weapon.

Monday, Oct. 26
 ■ Constable Bryan 

Murff  took a report of  
burglary of  habitation 
that occurred on County 
Road 160. Complainant 
stated that some un-
known actor(s) entered 
his residence without 
permission and stole his 
internet modem, Kindle 
tablet and several pieces 
of  jewelry. This case is 
being investigated.

Wednesday, Oct. 28
 ■ Deputy Heather 

Green took a report of  
theft that occurred on 
County Road 311. Com-
plainant stated that 
some unknown actor(s) 
came onto the property 
and stole a line locator 
transmitter and receiv-
er. Both items have been 
entered into TCIC/NCIC 
as stolen.

Thursday, Oct. 29
 ■ While on patrol, 

Deputy Randy Payne 
and Deputy Stephen 
Gillie observed a suspi-
cious vehicle parked on 
a lease road. Deputies 
made contact with the 
male driver, who ad-
vised that he had a flat 
tire. While speaking 
with the subject, dep-
uties detected the odor 
of  what they believed 
to be burnt marijua-
na coming from inside 
the vehicle. Deputies 
had the subject exit the 
vehicle, at which time 
Deputy Gillie observed 
a cigarette pack on the 
ground next to the ve-
hicle. Upon opening the 
cigarette pack, Deputy 
Gillie located a syringe 
and a bag containing 
suspected metham-
phetamine. The sub-
ject was then placed 
under arrest for pos-
session of  a controlled 
substance and taken to 
the Panola County De-
tention Center.

Man arrested in stabbing

BY CHRIS COBLER
Texas Press Association

For most Texans, Elec-
tion Day is a misnomer.

More Texans voted 
early this year than cast 
their ballots during all 
of  the 2016 general elec-
tion. Many more voted 
early than went to the 
polls on Election Day.

A record 9.7 million 
people, or 57 percent of  
registered voters, com-
pleted their civic duty 
during the extended 
early voting period of  
Oct. 13-30, or by mail, 
according to the Texas 
Secretary of  State.

Voters don’t register 
by party in Texas, so 
political pundits could 
only speculate about 
whether the record 
early turnout favored 
either Democrats or Re-
publicans. Either way, 
the intense voter in-
terest is unquestioned. 
When final election re-
sults are in, the state’s 
percentage of  regis-
tered voters who cast 
ballots was expected to 
surpass 60 percent for 
the first time since the 
early 1990s.

20 years of deaths 
daily on TX roads

Texas is approaching 
a deadly milestone that 
the Texas Department 
of  Transportation is 
working to prevent.

The last deathless 
day on Texas roads was 
Nov. 7, 2000. Through its 
campaign #EndTheS-
treak, TxDOT is trying 
to stop 20 consecutive 
years of  daily deaths 
on Texas roads. During 
that time, more than 
70,000 people have died.

An average of  10 peo-
ple die every day in 
crashes in the state.

A&M study analyzes 
Medicaid expansion

The state of  Texas 
could deal with part 
of  its looming budget 
shortfall by expanding 
Medicaid coverage, ac-
cording to Republican 
Rep. Lyle Larson of  San 
Antonio.

Larson’s position, 
endorsed by the Texas 
Medical Association, 
came in response to a 
new Texas A&M study 

that Medicaid expan-
sion would bring the 
state about $5.4 billion 
from the federal gov-
ernment. Texas is one 
of  12 states that have 
chosen to not partici-
pate in Medicaid expan-
sion under the Afford-
able Care Act.

Most state Republi-
cans strongly oppose 
the Affordable Care 
Act, which is going be-
fore the U.S. Supreme 
Court.

“As we address the 
budget shortfall in the 
next session, we should 
seriously consider ac-
cessing federal Medic-
aid funding,” Larson 
tweeted. “This recently 
released study shows 
Texas is losing out on 
$5.4 billion while 38 oth-
er states are taking the 
federal dollars.”

New law protects 
breastfeeding 
mothers

Women are allowed 
to pump breast milk 
anywhere in public, the 
Texas Comptroller’s Of-
fice reminded the pub-
lic in its latest issue of  
“Tax Policy News.”

A bill passed in the 
last legislative session 
aims to make it clear for 
businesses and employ-
ers that breast pump-
ing in public is allowed 
just as breastfeeding al-
ready was under Texas 
law.

Texas Health and 
Human Services offers 
support for breastfeed-
ing mothers. The Tex-
as Lactation Support 
Hotline number is (855) 
550-6667.

Butterflies are 
free; license plate 
is $30

You can soon buy a 
Texas license plate that 
floats like a butterfly, or 
at least appears to do so.

The Texas Parks and 
Wildlife Department 
recently announced the 
winner of  its newest 
conservation license 
plate design. The pub-
lic selected its favorite 
monarch butterfly de-
sign through an online 
survey.

Proceeds from the 

sale of  the plates go to 
help conserve monarch 
butterflies and other at-
risk, non-game species 
native to Texas. To be 
notified when the plates 
go on sale in March, 
sign up at http://bit.ly/
TPWDEmailNotifica-
tion.

All conservation spe-
cialty plates cost $30 a 
year, with $22 going to 
the parks and wildlife 
agency.

Changes proposed 
to sexual assault 
laws

Look for laws regard-
ing sexual assault to 
change in the upcoming 
legislative session.

The Sexual Assault 
Survivors’ Task Force 
has issued its first re-
port to the Texas Leg-
islature. The group be-
gan meeting earlier this 
year after being created 
by the passage of  House 
Bill 1590 during the 2019 
session.

The report includes 
11 policy recommenda-
tions for the upcoming 
legislative session. A 
few of  those:

 ■ Remove law en-
forcement’s ability to 
decline forensic med-
ical examinations for 
sexual assaults report-
ed within 120 hours and 
clarify language per-
taining to law enforce-
ment’s ability to decline 
forensic medical exam-
inations outside of  120 
hours.

 ■ Require law en-
forcement to complete 
the Office of  the Attor-
ney General’s Law En-
forcement Request for 
Sexual Assault Exam 
form for every sexual 
assault that is reported 
to them.

 ■ Require that a fo-
rensic medical exam be 
offered to all children 
who report a sexual as-
sault, including cases 
reported more than 120 
hours post-assault.

 ■ Remove the word 
“alleged” when refer-
encing a sexual assault 
or other sex offense.

Chris Cobler is a board member 
and past president of the Freedom 
of Information Foundation of Texas. 
He welcomes email at ccobler@
texaspress.com.

In Texas, it’s not just 
Election Day any longer

STATE CAPITAL HIGHLIGHTS

LIBBY ELEMENTARY SCHOOL PUMPKIN DECORATING CONTEST WINNERS

L
ibby Elementary 
held a pumpkin 
decorating contest 

for its students
There were 122 total 

entries, with 52 entered 
into cutest category, 28 
entered into the scariest 
category, and 42 entered 
into the most unique 
category.

Elaine P. McPherson

Knox Ladymon won first place in the ‘most unique’ cate-
gory with his Monster Truck pumpkin.

Elaine P. McPherson

Cade Credeur won third place 
in the ‘scariest’ category with 
his Cheshire Cat from Alice in 
Wonderland pumpkin.

Elaine P. McPherson

Jacob Matlock won second 
place in the ‘scariest’ category 
with his It pumpkin.

Elaine P. McPherson

Deakon Jones won first place in 
the ‘scariest’ category with his 
Among Us pumpkin.

Elaine P. McPherson

Avery Wilkerson won second in 
Libby’s Choice in the ‘cutest’ cate-
gory for her Fairies pumpkin.

Elaine P. McPherson

Kolby Powers tied for third 
place in the ‘most unique’ 
category and won first place in 
Libby’s Choice for his ET Phone 
Home pumpkin.

Elaine P. McPherson

Korvyn Courtney tied for third in 
the ‘most unique’ category with his 
Super Hero Ferris Wheel pumpkin.

Elaine P. McPherson

Liam Rowlett won second place in 
the ‘most unique’ category with his 
Uninstall Coronavirus pumpkin.

More info
To see the full list of 

pumpkin contest winners, 
visit panolawatchman.com


