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BY SADIQ KING
scooper@marshallnewsmessenger.com

East Texas band Sheila and the Caddo 
Kats won the 2022 International Josie 
Music Award for “Album of  the Year” 
at Nashville’s Grand Ole Opry recent-
ly. The award was given to the band for 
their 10-song album “Country Soul Liv-
ing in the City.”

The album was released on Jan. 20.
“I was just speechless,” Sheila Clark 

Fox, the band’s lead singer, guitarist and 
percussionist, recalled about winning 

Band wins International Josie Music Award
Contributed Photos

Sheila Clark 
Fox, Alan Fox 
and Terry Sa-
lyer accept 
their Interna-
tional Josie 
Award.

BY MEREDITH SHAMBURGER
mshamburger@panolawatchman.com

The Carthage ISD school 
board will host a special fa-
cilities discussion and bond 
planning meeting on Thurs-
day, Dec. 1 at noon at the ad-
ministration building.

Thursday’s public agenda 
only includes the facilities 
discussion and an executive 
session where trustees may 
discuss personnel, real estate 

and consultation with attor-
ney.

The school board had previ-
ously discussed the need for 
a potential bond next spring 
at their September meeting. 
In addition to hosting a dis-
cussion on the district’s facil-
ities, the board also approved 
hiring Corgan Architect for 
bond planning and design at 
a cost of  $95,250.

“I think it’s just kind of  im-
portant for us to have a little 

facilities discussion, kind of  
see a little bit about what’s on 
everybody’s mind, what we 
want to pursue as a district, 
some of  the things that we’ve 
already been looking at,” Su-
perintendent Jarrod Bitter 
said at the September meet-
ing. “And just make sure that 
we’re on the same page so 
that when we, you know, we 
when we work with Corrigan, 
on different facilities that we 
want them to address, talk 

about the planning for cer-
tain programs and projects, 
that we’re all on the same 
page.”

Needs identified in Septem-
ber included a new baseball 
and softball complex, a proj-
ect which was approved in 
recent weeks, as well as ren-
ovations at Baker-Koonce In-
termediate School.

A handful of  other poten-
tial projects were discussed 
in September, including roof  

replacements at several cam-

puses and what could be done 

at the old Baker School build-

ing on the BK campus, as 

well as upgrades to the high 

school athletic rooms.

Bitter said the district is 

working to support its CTE 

programs and facilities, but 

that’s also something they’d 

want feedback on from the 

community in terms of  what 

the county’s needs are.

Board plans facilities, bond discussion Thursday

BY MIKE ELSWICK
melswick@panolawatchman.com

The stage is set at the Es-
quire Theater for a coun-
try-themed Christmas perfor-
mance with a huge whimsical 
twist as The Country Music 
Hayride brings the popular 
Hee Haw Christmas show 
to the community’s holiday 
line-up of  special events.

Chase Dawson serves as 
president of  the Esquire The-
ater, where a number of  con-
certs, plays and other special 
events are held in downtown 
Carthage.

“We have a lot of  fun in 
downtown Carthage,” he said 
at a November meeting of  the 
Rotary Club of  Carthage. He 
said the theater is a 501©3 
non-profit organization.

Dawson said this is the 
fourth year for the Hee Haw 
Christmas show. The event 
has proven popular in draw-
ing audiences to the Esquire.

“The theater seats almost 
320 people downstairs, and 
we’ve almost packed it every 
year for Hee Haw,” he said. 
“So this year for Hee Haw the 

Loads of 
laughs at 
Hee Haw 
concert
Matinee show 
added this year

FROM STAFF REPORTS
The Panola Watchman is 

accepting letters to Santa 
through Dec. 16 for publica-
tion in our newspaper pages.

Letters, and any accompa-
nying illustrations, will be 
published in the Watchman 
towards the end of  December 
to celebrate the holiday sea-
son.

Letters may be dropped off  
at The Panola Watchman, 109 
W. Panola St. in Carthage, or 
in the special mailbox just 
outside the Carthage Post Of-
fice, 109 W. Wellington in Car-
thage.

Letters 
to Santa 
now being 
accepted

BY MIKE ELSWICK
melswick@panolawatchman.com

P
icking out a Christmas tree is 
more than a shopping event, it 
is something that for many fam-

ilies has become a holiday tradition, 
according to Jackie Merket.

“It’s about making memories,” he 
said.

Panola County is home to two ag-
ricultural operations specializing in 
growing Christmas trees and letting 
families come out to select the fresh 
cut tree just right for their home.

Jackie Merket and wife Rhonda 
Merket operate Merket Farms near 
Beckville, while in DeBerry, John 
and Judy Alexander along with 
daughter and son-in-law Brenda and 
Jason Martin, operate Panola Or-
chard and Gardens.

The Merket Farms opened for the 

season at noon on Thanksgiving, 
while Panola Orchard opened on Fri-
day. Soon after the 10 a.m. opening, 
the grounds at Panola Orchard were 
buzzing with activity.

Brenda Martin said despite tem-
peratures in the 50-degree range, 
steady but light drizzle and light 
winds, the Panola Orchard crew was 
busy. Guests were filling seats on a 
trailer pulled by a tractor to head out 
to the fields where the holiday trees 
are located.

Among those visiting was the Will 
and Brooke Mathews family from 
San Augustine.

“We’ve been here before to pick 
strawberries with the kids, but this 
is our first time to come for a Christ-
mas tree,” said Brooke Mathews. 
Joining them were the couple’s five 

Making Memories
Panola County Christmas tree farms provide holiday tradition, fun

Mike Elswick/Panola Watchman

The Will and Brooke Mathews family from San Augustine was among visitors to Panola Orchard and Gardens on Friday 
which was the opening day for Christmas tree sales at the farm. They brought their five children and went home with a 
fresh cut Christmas tree they picked out.

Mike Elswick/Panola Watchman

Merket Farms provides a flocking ser-
vice for trees sold at the farm.
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