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MISSION CARTHAGE

BY MEREDITH SHAMBURGER

mshamburger@panolawatchman.com

Organizers had a hard time 

getting an exact number of  soup 

cans that the good people of  Pa-

nola County donated to Mission 

Carthage as part of  a January 

collection drive.

People kept bringing in more 

donations, messing up the count-
ing process. In the end, they just 
know it was more than 1,000 cans.

“We’ve counted it and re-
counted it,” Renee Nolan, 
with HeartsWay Hospice, said. 
“(Then) people bring more.”

Briarcliff  Skilled Nursing Cen-
ter, HeartsWay Hospice, Tex-

Community provides 
souped-up support

Submitted Photo

Briarcliff 
Skilled Nurs-

ing Center, 
HeartsWay 

Hospice, 
Texas Home 
Health and 

Winkler 
Place hosted 
a soup drive 
through the 

month of Jan-
uary to ben-
efit Mission 

Carthage. See SOUP, Page 3A

PANOLA COUNTY

BY STELLA WIESER
swieser@panolawatchman.com

T
he Carthage Service 
League’s annual prom-
dress-sale-turned-prom-

dress-giveaway is in full swing.
Having given away dresses 

Thursday and Friday afternoon, 
the Service League continues 
their event Saturday, Feb. 8 from 
9 a.m. to noon at the Sammy 
Brown Library’s hospitality 
room, 319 S. Market St. in Car-
thage.

The Service League is giving 
away dresses, shoes and accesso-
ries to area high school, junior 
high or college girls.

Girls must show their school 
ID and be present to get their 
dress. They do not need to be 
residents of  Panola County. 

Carthage Service League’s prom dress 
giveaway continuing into weekend

Stella Wieser

Senior Alyssa Rhodes tries on a pair of shoes to match her dress during the prom dress giveaway.

Photos by Stella Wieser

Above: Senior 
Hailey Huston 

and Junior Kait-
lyn Strutton look 
through the prom 
dresses available 

at the Carthage 
Service League’s 
prom dress give-

away. Right: Junior 
Sarah Kushner 

tries on a pair of 
heels.

THINGS TO DO

The Perfect Fit

See PROM, Page 4A

Stella Wieser

Valerie Stuart looks through the dresses 
to try to help her sister Summer find a 
dress.

BY STELLA WIESER
swieser@panolawatchman.com

The Panola County Com-
missioners Court voted Tues-
day to create six additional 
Patrol Deputy positions with 
the Panola County Sher-
iff’s Department, creating 
two-man units for overnight 
shifts.

Both commissioners and 
county officials hailed the de-
cision as one that will improve 
the safety of  Panola County’s 
deputies while they are on 
the job. The decision comes a 
little more than a month after 
Deputy Chris Dickerson was 
shot and killed while con-
ducting a traffic stop alone in 
Gary.

The patrol deputy positions 
are specifically for the night 
shift and will cost $78,810.38 
per deputy for the rest of  the 
year, as well as an addition-
al $4,000 per new deputy for 
vests, mace, etc.

Pct. 1 Commissioner Ron-
nie LaGrone said that people 
in the community have sent 
in letters urging them to add 
to the force.

Sheriff’s 
Office 
adding 
six patrol 
deputies

ELECTIONS

BY STELLA WIESER
swieser@panolawatchman.com

The Panola County Repub-
lican Party is hosting a debate 
Saturday, Feb. 15 from 10 a.m. 
to 12 p.m. at Still Waters Cow-
boy Church in Carthage.

The event will start with a 
flag ceremony by the Ameri-
can Heritage Girls, and then 
moderator Greg Stapleton, 
vice chair of  the local GOP 
party, will ask pre-prepared 
questions. Index cards will be 
passed out so that the public 
can write down questions to 
be asked as well.

Panola County GOP Chair 

Republican 
primary 
debate set
Saturday

See DEBATE, Page 3A

See PCSO, Page 3A


