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The UT Health East Texas Physicians

Extended Hours Clinic in Carthage is now

located at 702 Davis St. Get the care you

need, when you need it.

702 Davis St.

Carthage, TX 75633

y

We’ve Moved!We’ve Moved!

UTHealthEastTexasDoctors.com

UT Health East Texas Physicians are in-network providers

with Medicare, Medicaid and most insurance plans.

New patients welcomeNew patients welcome
To schedule an appointment, call 903-596-DOCS

or visit UTHealthEastTexasDoctors.com.

Monday-Friday, 8 a.m. to 7 p.m.

Saturday, 9 a.m. to Noon.

702 Davis St.

Briefs

Sign-up now for 
Stellar Speller 
County Bee

Registration is open for The 
Stellar Speller County Bee, 
a joint fundraiser hosted by 
The Panola Watchman and the 
Carthage Rotary Club

The Bee is set for 7 p.m. on 
Nov. 30 at the Carthage High 
School Performing Arts Center. 
Proceeds from the fundraiser 
will benefit Book Blessings, 
Mission Carthage and a Panola 
College scholarship.

Teams are encouraged 
to sign-up by Nov. 13, either 
online at https://form.jotform.
com/202894745821059 or at the 
Panola Watchman office, 109 
W. Panola St. in Carthage. The 
cost is $250 per team, and each 
team will have the opportunity 
at sign-ups to buy one $20 
mulligan and one $40 skip.

Operation Elf is 
underway now

The Panola County Sher-
iff’s Office and a number of 
local healthcare agencies 
are accepting donations of 
new, unwrapped toys for local 
children in need this Christmas. 
The Operation Elf toy drive will 
run through November, and 
donations are needed for kids 
ages 1-12. Organizers say there is 
a large need for baby toys and 
gifts for older kids.

Organizers are serving as the 
toy drop-off points:

• Briarcliff Skilled Nursing 
Center, 4054 Northwest Loop 
in Carthage. Contact Shona at 
(903) 265-1743

• Winkler Place Assisted 
Living, 513 N. Adams St. in 
Carthage. Contact Mackenzie at 
(903) 754-7991

• Texas Home Health, 1505 W. 
Panola St. in Carthage. Contact 
Janet at (903) 360-4024

• Panola County Sheriff’s 
Office, 314 W. Wellington St. 
in Carthage. Contact (903) 
693-0333

•Heartsway Hospice, 437 W. 
Panola St. in Carthage. Contact 
(903) 693-9924

FROM STAFF REPORTS

THINGS TO DO

BY STELLA WIESER
swieser@panolawatchman.com

This year’s Veterans 
Day program will specif-
ically honor the women 
who have served in the 
armed forces.

The event is slated for 
Nov. 11 at 11 a.m. at the 
Veterans Memorial, or 
if  inclement weather 
strikes, it will be moved 
to the American Legion 
Post 353.

David Lungren, Com-
mander of  American 
Legion Post 353, said Pa-
nola County has never 

specifically recognized 
and acknowledged the 
impact of  female veter-
ans in the county.

“There’s a lot of  our 
female veterans who’ve 
been in actual combat, 
where there’s a lot of  
our male veterans that 
hadn’t so it’s time they 
get recognized for what 
they do,” Lungren said.

The whole ceremony 
is going to be oriented 
around female veterans. 
The two guest speakers 
will be County Judge 
LeeAnn Jones and vet-
eran Sherrie Mims. Vet-

eran Shebra Williams 
will sing the national 
anthem.

Lungren voiced the 
importance of  recog-
nizing the women who 
served in the military, 
saying they’ve contrib-
uted and done as much 
within the last two de-
cades as any member of  
the military has.

“I mean they’re equal 
to any member that’s 
on active duty now, and 
they don’t get recog-
nized for that,” he said. 
“I remember back in 
the mid 70s when I was 

in the Navy, there were 
no females allowed on 
board the ship out at 
sea. Now they’re in com-
mand positions, and 
they’re pilots launching 
and recovering aircraft 
off  of  an aircraft car-
rier. That’s how far we 
have gotten our country 
to go so far on equality 
issues. It is time they get 
recognized for it.”

Lungren referenced 
a poem titled “The Si-
lent Soldier” that will be 
printed in the programs 
for the ceremony this 
year.

“It’s about when a 
female veteran comes 
home, she becomes the 
silent soldier because 
she’s not even looked at 
as a veteran anymore,” 
he said. “She’s just an-
other woman that came 
home, and it’s time for 
her to not be the silent 
soldier anymore.”

The Veteran’s Memo-
rial is located next to the 
Old Jail Museum off  the 
Carthage Square, and 
the American Legion 
Post 353 is located at 520 
S. East Loop 410 in Car-
thage.

Veterans Day event to honor female vets

BECKVILLE PANOLA COLLEGE

FROM STAFF REPORTS
A community-built 

playground behind 
Beckville First Unit-
ed Methodist Church 
burned to the ground 
Wednesday. Members 
of  the Beckville Volun-
teer Fire Department 
worked to extinguish 
the flames shortly after 
lunch.

“On arrival the Unit-

ed Methodist Church 

in Beckville, their play-

ground equipment was 

on fire, and it jumped 

the road, jumped the 

railroad tracks, turned 

into a woodland, and 

then we got it knocked 

down,” Beckville Fire 

Chief  Carl Anderson 

said.

There were no inju-

ries from the fire. Fire-

fighters were finished 

putting out the fire and 

working on clearing the 

scene at 4 p.m. Wednes-

day. Anderson said they 

don’t know what start-

ed the fire, but nothing 

looks suspicious.

Meredith Shamburger

A community-built playground behind Beckville First United Methodist Church 
burned to the ground Wednesday.

Playground burns down

Special to the Watchman

At its monthly meeting 
on Monday, October 26, 
the Panola College Board 
of Trustees officially 
named the soon-to-be con-
structed music building 
the Frances B. Ross Mu-
sic Building, after long-
time benefactor Frances 
B. Ross.

Ross regularly and gen-
erously supported Panola 
College. In fact, those for-
tunate to hear the band 
perform are listening to 
instruments purchased 
with financial contribu-
tions made by Ross. She 
has also established two 
scholarships that will 
continue to help students 
in perpetuity. Her final 
legacy to the College was 
a gift that made the con-
struction of the music 
building possible. The col-

lege is forever grateful to 
Ross.

Additionally, the board 
named the band hall lo-
cated inside the music 
building the Evelyn Sharp 
Band Hall, after long-time 
Trustee Evelyn Sharp.

Sharp served on the 
Board of Trustees for 
twenty-six years. The 
Sharp family’s affiliation 
with the college dates 
back to its beginning. 
Sharp’s father-in-law was 
among the initial 1948 fac-
ulty. The family, and of  
course Sharp, have been 
strong and generous sup-
porters of Panola College 
for many decades. The 
college appreciates Sharp 
and her dedication to its 
success.

Instruction in the Fran-
ces B. Ross Music Build-
ing is set to begin in Jan-
uary 2022.

‘Frances B. Ross 
Music Building’ 
name announced


